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Acknowledgement of Country 
East Gippsland Shire Council acknowledges the Gunaikurnai, Monero and Bidawel people as the Traditional 
Custodians of the land that encompasses East Gippsland Shire. We pay our respects to all Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people living in East Gippsland, their Elders past and present.

Whether you’re keeping it local or 
enjoying your festive freedoms further 
afield this year, one thing is certain – 
it’s time to recharge the batteries. 
Christmas means different things for all of us, 
but we can all support local businesses, be 
kind to one another, or maybe reach out to 
help someone who may be less fortunate (if 
you can). 
I love Christmas, my favourite time of year– 
family, friends, warm weather and events – 
and this year, for many of us, it will be one 
like no other as we reunite with loved ones 
and reinvent our way of life.  
I will be reveling in the hustle and bustle of our 
regional streets or be on the beaches as we 
welcome inter and intra-state visitors, passers 
through, family members and friends from 
near and far to this wonderful, resilient shire 
of ours.  
Yes, the last two years have been demanding 
on us all - individuals, families, children, 
business owners, farmers, tourist operators; 
everyone. As your newly elected Mayor, 
it would be easy for me to discount these 
seemingly endless months of literally one 
challenge after another and say, ‘Let’s 
just put all of that in the rear vision mirror’.  

But, as your civic representative, I think it’s 
important that we keep these times right in our 
sights to remind us of what we’ve confronted, 
what we’ve learned and what we’ve achieved.  
And haven’t we achieved a lot? 
Our vaccination rate is amongst the highest in 
the state. Consistently meeting our targets, we 
had 95% of our population 15 years and older 
double dosed by the middle of November. An 
outstanding effort from everyone.  
We’ve supported one another and our 
community and local businesses have stuck 
together so we can start emerging from 
COVID restrictions with some optimism. The 
summer break is a great time to reconnect, 
to take the time to enjoy unrestricted travel or 
bask in the beauty of your own backyard. 
As we look ahead to 2022, I know our 
community has the resilience, capacity and 
ability to thrive with the continued support and 
optimism of our community members. 
On behalf of the Councillors and staff, I would 
like to wish you all a Merry Christmas, happy 
holidays and a fruitful 2022. 

Mayor Cr Mark Reeves 
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The brightest stars of our 
shire’s business sector 
recently took to the stage 
at the Forge Theatre and 
Arts Hub for a night that 
recognised East Gippsland’s 
outstanding achievers. 
After a hiatus in 2020 due 
to bushfires and COVID-19, 
the Federation University East 
Gippsland Business Awards 
returned on 25 November at the 
Forge Theatre and Arts Hub. 
Led by Council, this year the 
awards saw applications from 56 
businesses, totalling 76 nominations 
across 11 categories.  
Aroma Coffee House and Eatery 
topped the bill, taking out Business 
of the Year as well as the Hospitality 
award category. In addition to 
creating cafes in Metung and 
Eastwood, and securing the 
cafeteria contract at Bairnsdale 
Secondary College, Aroma Coffee 
House has created a unique business 
and staff development program 
that includes offering hospitality 

work experience at its cafeteria.  
Council is a strong supporter of 
economic development and is 
helping to create a region where 
businesses can grow, innovate and 
thrive. We are currently developing 
our next Economic Development 
Strategy and have several other 
plans that support the region’s 
economy including the Regional 
and District Events Sponsorship 
(RADES) program, which will be 
realigned to focus on attracting 
established events to the region and 
supporting locals to start new events 
that will become self-sustaining.  
We have also launched the 
Love Where You Live campaign 
(see page 11), which kicks 
off with a Christmas-focussed 
competition that encourages 
East Gippslanders to shop 
locally during the festive season.  

Category winners 
Food and Fibre - Flora & Fungi 

Beauty, Health and Personal 
Care Services - Wigney Osteopathy  

Home Based and Internet 
Business - PonySafe  

Hospitality - Aroma Coffee House 
and Eatery  

New Business - Sodafish  

Business and Professional 
Services - Natural Health Balance  

Retail - Seven Sundays Bairnsdale   

Tourism Activities, Attractions 
and Accommodation - 
Nicholson River Winery   

Trades, Construction and 
Manufacturing - Blay Builders   

Young Achiever in Business - 
Sundayss (Amy Preston)  

Business Excellence for 
Adaptability and Innovation - 
Playful Paws: Training and Wellness  

Encouragement Awards - 
Soaps by Cosmo
and Deadly Wears 

Local business achievers recognised 

Waiting in anticipation for the winners 
to be announced. Drumroll please!

Federation University East Gippsland Business Awards 2021 winners Business of the 
Year - Aroma Coffee House and Eatery. 



At the Council Meeting held on 
Tuesday 16 November, Council:
• Awarded contracts to a number 

of businesses to create a Panel 
of Providers for infrastructure 
project consultancy services. 

• Awarded a contract for the 
reconstruction of the seawall 
near the Lakes Entrance 
Coastguard. Council, working 
with the Victorian Government, 
has previously upgraded other 
sections of the ageing seawall. 

• Received a report addressing a 
petition against a reduction in 
carparking in Paynesville. The 
head petitioner will be advised 
that the Progress Jetty Precinct 
concept plan will be updated to 
include more parking. 

• Noted Council’s submission 
to Parks Victoria’s draft Land 
Management Strategy. East 
Gippsland Shire includes 
17,000 km2 of public land. 

• Adopted its Advocacy Strategy. 
The strategy makes clear the 
priorities that Council should 
pursue on the community’s 
behalf. There are 34 priorities in 
the strategy. 

• Received reports on Audit and 
Risk Committee activities, and 
the progress of Council Plan 
actions. 

• Resolved to issue a Notice of 
Decision to grant a planning 
permit for a subdivision in Eagle 
Point, subject to a number of 
conditions.   
Watch the meeting

Council meeting in brief
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We are proud to support a range of events for the community 
to enjoy this Australia Day, with loads of activities, markets, 
live entertainment, free barbecues and kids’ activities.  
Community groups in each of the towns listed below hold events which include
flag raising ceremonies, speeches and awards.  

BAIRNSDALE
TIME: 7.30 – 10.00 am

LOCATION: Rotunda Main 
Street, Bairnsdale

CONTACT: Bairnsdale Classic 
Car Club

CANN RIVER
TIME: 8.00 – 10.00 am

LOCATION: Mick Baum Park, 
Cann River

CONTACT: Cann River 
Community Centre

LAKES ENTRANCE
TIME:  8.00 – 10.30 am

LOCATION: Mechanics Hall, 
Lakes Entrance

CONTACT: Lions Club of 
Lakes Entrance

OMEO
TIME: 8.30  – 12.30 pm

LOCATION: Court House 
Gardens, Omeo

CONTACT: Omeo Shire Lions 
Club

PAYNESVILLE
TIME: 8.00 – 11.00 am

LOCATION: Paynesville 
Foreshore

CONTACT:
Paynesville Business 
and Tourism 
Association

BRUTHEN
TIME: 8.30 – 10.30 am

LOCATION: Main Street, 
Bruthen

CONTACT: Bruthen Lions Club

JOHNSONVILLE
TIME: 10.30 am – 12.00 pm

LOCATION: Johnsonville Public 
Hall

CONTACT: Twin Rivers Lions 
Club

LINDENOW
TIME: 7.30 – 10.00 am

LOCATION: Lindenow Hall

CONTACT: Lindenow Lions 
Club

ORBOST
TIME: 7.30 – 10.00 am

LOCATION: Forest Park, Orbost

CONTACT: Rotary Club of 
Orbost

Australia Day in 
East Gippsland   

7 December: Council Meeting – 6.00 pm 22 January: Australia Day Awards

16 December: Council Meeting – 6.00 pm                                                                                                   
unscheduled meeting

26 January: Australia Day and Citizenship Ceremony

24 December to 4 January: Offices closed 1 February: Council Meeting — 6.00 pm

https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/council/meeting-minutes-and-agendas
https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/council/meeting-minutes-and-agendas
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Come along to our free family friendly Australia Day Awards ceremony.  
Residents, friends, family and visitors are invited to celebrate our local heroes at next year’s Australia Day Awards 
ceremony at the Nowa Nowa Recreation Reserve from 10.30 am on Saturday 22 January 2022.  
The event runs until 12.30 pm and includes live and local entertainment, roving entertainment, a free sausage sizzle, 
refreshments and the presentation of the Australia Day Awards for our Citizen of the Year, Young Citizen of the Year 
and Event of the Year.  
These awards honour individuals and groups who have made a noteworthy contribution during the year and/or 
given outstanding service to the local community.  
Information about how to access free tickets to the event will be available in early January in local media and our 
website and social media.

Our 2021 Citizen of the Year, Leo op den Brouw was recently named the 2022 Victorian 
Local Hero of the Year at the Victorian Australian of the Year Awards.
Leo is now Victoria’s entrant in this category at the national Australian of the Year 
Awards.
Congratulations Leo and best of luck at the awards in January.

AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS

2022
EAST GIPPSLAND SHIRE COUNCIL

AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS CEREMONY

http://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/community/australia-day
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Mayor welcomes our newest Aussies
St Mary’s Parish Centre in Bairnsdale 
was beaming with smiles on 
Thursday 25 November, when 11 
East Gippslanders officially became 
Australian citizens.  
The participants from Belgium, England, Malaysia, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, the Philippines, Poland 
and Scotland, formally pledged their commitment to 
Australia at the citizenship ceremony.  
Mayor Cr Mark Reeves said conducting citizenship 
ceremonies was one of the greatest pleasures and is 
undertaken with a huge amount of pride.  
“It’s always a pleasure to welcome new citizens and 
today is very special because this has been a long time 
coming for most of the participants,” Cr Reeves said.  
“Welcoming people from all walks of life and all corners 
of the globe to East Gippsland enriches our community 

and makes us who we are today. We are proud of our 
diversity and of the welcoming nature of our region.”  
One of new citizens, Yvonne van Zon, said she came to 
Australia on a working holiday visa from the Netherlands 
in 2009. After landing a role with sponsorship, Yvonne 
met her now husband, moved to Buchan and later 
relocated to Bairnsdale.   
“I have held every visa under the sun, and I have been 
waiting for this day for more than 10 years. It’s a 
huge honour to become Australian citizen, there is no 
better place to call home,” Mrs van Zon said.  
East Gippsland Shire has welcomed 79 new citizens 
in 2021 across five citizenship ceremonies. The next 
ceremony will be held on 26 January 2022 - Australia 
Day.  
To watch the ceremony, visit our YouTube channel 
‘EastGippyTV’.

Tim Bull, Member for Gippsland East and Mayor Cr Mark 
Reeves congratulate the Villa family receiving their citizenships.

Tim Bull, Member for Gippsland East, and Mayor Cr Mark 
Reeves presenting Achraf Mallouk with his citizenship. 

Happy smiles for Louise Despard, pictured with Tim Bull, 
Member for Gippsland East, and Mayor Cr Mark Reeves.

Natasha Hall waited a while for this day, pictured with Tim 
Bull, Member for Gippsland East, and Mayor Cr Mark Reeves.

Mayor Cr Mark Reeves pictured with Kevan Pearce, who was 
thrilled to receive his citizenship. Our newest citizens pictured making their pledge to Australia. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Czir0BONJME
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Czir0BONJME
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Strengthening disaster communications 
Thirty-five East Gippsland 
communities will soon receive 
telecommunications systems 
to help ensure resilient 
communications are available 
during emergency events. 
The rollout across the shire is part 
of the national Strengthening 
Telecommunications Against Natural 
Disasters (STAND) program after 
Council’s successful nomination of 
locations in the second round of the 
program. 

The program will boost internet 
connectivity resilience and help 
locals in disaster-prone areas 
stay connected to emergency and 
support services. 
Mayor Cr Mark Reeves said the 
2019-20 bushfires taught us that 
we need to make networks more 
resilient if we’re going to ensure 
that our towns are connected when 
it matters most. 
“These upgrades will provide 
communities with more resilient 

satellite internet and AV connections 
in times of disaster. This is new 
infrastructure that helps some of 
our most remote and isolated 
communities be more resilient by 
providing another option at a 
community facility when the mobile 
telecommunication system fails. That 
is great progress and a proactive 
response to the 2019-20 Black 
Summer fires,” Cr Reeves said. 
Read more and see the list of 35 
communities on our website.

16 Days to make a difference 

The United Nations’ 16 Days of Activism 
against Gender-based Violence runs until 
December 10, which is Human Rights Day. 
We proudly support the 16 Days of Activism, which 
encourages Victorians to stand up and speak out against 
gender-based violence, which harms families and 
communities. 
“Respect is…” is the theme of the 2021 campaign. This is a 
positive message that aims to support Victorian communities 
to engage in conversations about what respect means to 
us, what respect looks like and how to put respect into 
practice, especially in the context of gender equality. 
We work closely with community partners supporting 
strategic planning and connections to drive health and 
wellbeing objectives across the region. Through its many 
forums such as a member of State, Regional and East 
Gippsland Partners in Violence prevention networks, 

We have lit up our Corporate Centre orange for the 16 Days 
of Activism.

Council is able to lead and encourage participation in 
prevention activities to support the important work of direct 
service agencies and demonstrate commitment to those 
affected by gender-based violence in our communities. 
Throughout the 16 Days, Let’s Chat Gippsland is 
supporting people to have conversations about gender 
equality and what respect means. 
For events and ideas, head to 16daysgippsland.
com.au. For more on the #RespectIs campaign, 
visit respectvictoria.vic.gov.au. 
Watch CEO Anthony Basford - Let’s Chat

https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/media-releases/strengthening-disaster-telecommunications
https://16daysgippsland.com.au/?fbclid=IwAR32GolQX-GBXnLOonXVYVr5P7Lqi_eq2UvoY4CZoJTBBi-Gpc-lZwcUnd0
https://16daysgippsland.com.au/?fbclid=IwAR32GolQX-GBXnLOonXVYVr5P7Lqi_eq2UvoY4CZoJTBBi-Gpc-lZwcUnd0
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/respectis
https://www.respectvictoria.vic.gov.au/16-days-activism-2021?fbclid=IwAR1u9B7eWCB5w5O0hqVITPd9Dco8N1vQVG9VXwYv43bkOJUMsuJj7wjORqA
 https://youtu.be/5ow288IYZPs
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Out with old, in with 
the newWant to know how 

rate capping works? Our libraries have bounced into the 21st 
century with the installation 
of a new library 
management system.  
Now live at all six libraries 
throughout the shire, East 
Gippslanders will reap the 
benefits of this cutting-edge technology now and well 
into the future. After 18 years since the system has been 
updated, there’s a lot to look forward to.  
What does mean for you?  

 3 New-look catalogue with amazing search 
capabilities  

 3 Most items in the catalogue now have a 
image of the book cover you’re searching 
for 

 3 More streamlined administrative 
processes, which means better service for 
you 

 3 Future enhancements include self-
scanners and a mobile app.  
For more information visit the Libraries page 
on our website. 

Unless you have a penchant for podcasts about waterways and wetlands you might have missed 
a fantastic online interview about the East Bairnsdale Wetlands Project with our Environmental 
Sustainability Coordinator, Wayne Burton (pictured).
Gerard Callinan, communications whiz at West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority, chatted to Wayne as 
part of a regular podcast series called Gippslandscapes. 
The two travelled out to the East Bairnsdale Wetlands to talk about storms and flood flows, walking trails, environmental 
protection and some exciting new wetlands projects soon to come. 
Here’s the podcast – the excellent chat with Wayne starts at 8 minutes. 

Your rates help to fund services and 
infrastructure for the whole community. 
The Victorian Government’s rate cap 
system, however, restricts how much 
councils can collect in rates.  
Want to know more about how rate capping 
works? Check out this Municipal Association of 
Victoria video vimeo.com/339282484

Talking wetlands with our environment whiz 

https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/leisure/libraries
 https://gippslandscapes-podcast.zencast.website/episodes/love-love-and-more-love-for-our-lakes-special-road-trip-in-the-pod-ferrari
http://vimeo.com/339282484.
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There was hive of activity in the Colquhoun 
Forest, near Nowa Nowa, when  Councillors 
joined the Victorian Apiarists’ Association 
and Gippsland Apiarist Association on a field 
tour of important beekeeping sites to discuss 
honey production, pollination and forest 
management. 
Bees are a vital part of food production and biosecurity 
in Australia, contributing about $14 billion to the nation’s 
economy annually and $6 billion for Victoria (2010). 
The apiarists expressed a keen awareness of the 
debate regarding the timber industry and public land 
management and shared their insights and knowledge 
of different types of forests and their functions. 
Mayor Cr Mark Reeves noted that the beekeeping industry 
is dependent on public land estate floral resources for 
honey production and beehive health.  
“Honey bee pollination-dependent food crops rely on 
healthy bees, and apiarists know that the flora that 
grows on public land is key to their well-being. This field 
trip was a good chance to hear beekeepers’ thoughts on 
managing public land assets for all uses and values,” Cr 
Reeves said. 

Discussions also included timber-harvesting prescriptions; 
forest structure; ecosystem functionality; the importance 
of public land for food security; wildfire impact to forests 
and communities; reproductive capacity and cycles of 
eucalyptus trees; and building resilience into public land 
forest ecosystems to mitigate against climate change. 

Beekeepers share the buzz about forests

Are you a drought-affected farmer living in the East Gippsland local government area? 
If so, you may be eligible to apply for an On-Farm Emergency Water Infrastructure Rebate.   
The $1.9 million scheme, co-funded by the Commonwealth and Victorian government, is offering one-off 25 per 
cent rebates up to $25,000 (ex GST) for the cost of purchase, delivery and/or professional installation of on-farm 
water infrastructure.   
The scheme is now open.   
For more info visit the Rural Finance website: ruralfinance.com.au/emergencywater

Members of the Victorian Apiarists’ Association from Glenrowan, Shepparton, Yarram with Councillors and senior management tour 
beekeeping sites in the Colquhoun Forest.  

Mayor Cr Mark Reeves, VAA Secretary Ian Cane and Stuart 
McConnell (General Manager Bushfire Recovery). 

http://ruralfinance.com.au/emergencywater
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Read the 
full 2021 

Waste Audit 
report on our 
website. 

https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/environment-and-waste/waste


Over the past two years, businesses in East 
Gippsland have relied on local support more than 
ever. 
With COVID restrictions easing, but lots of uncertainty 
remaining, this Christmas we’re asking you to continue to 
support local businesses.  
With support from East Gippsland Marketing Inc, we have 
launched a Love Where You Live marketing campaign, 
encompassing Celebrate Local, Support Local, Explore Local, 
Employ Local and Spend Local.  
Mayor Cr Mark Reeves welcomed the campaign and noted 
that Council has actively supported businesses throughout the 
pandemic.
“Shopping locally in the lead up to Christmas and into the New 
Year will provide a much-needed boost to our businesses. The 
Love Where You Live message has never been more relevant 
than this year,” Cr Reeves said. 
“I encourage everyone to support local businesses when 
they shop, eat and play. This way, we’re all supporting local 
families and local jobs.”    
The purpose of the campaign is to encourage residents to 
support local businesses, to stay locally this Christmas period 
and for businesses to stock local makers and suppliers. 
East Gippsland Marketing Manager Hayley Hardy 
said: “While the past two years have been difficult, we know 

Love where you live

Orbost Airport wins national gong 
Orbost Airport has taken 
out a national award, being 
crowned Small Non-PRT 
Regional Aerodrome of the 
Year at the Australian Airport 
Association’s (AAA) National 
Airport Industry Awards 2021. 
One of three airports we manage, 
along with Bairnsdale and Mallacoota, 
Orbost Airport has one runway 

and generally has 1,000 aircraft 
movements a year. This number 
increases in summer when it is used 
for firefighting activities. 
The judges highlighted the integral role 
of Orbost Airport in the emergency 
response to the 2019-20 Black Summer 
bushfires. During the fires there were 
over 200 aircraft movements daily 
across our three airports.

We were also recognised for the 
safety and security improvements 
at Orbost Airport and the updated 
presentation of the facility. Some 
of the improvements included a full 
airfield ground lighting upgrade with 
emergency back-up power supply, 
new security fencing, CCTV, airfield 
line marking and terminal building 
improvements. 

that this coming six months is very uncertain and we want 
all our locals to support local businesses, invest locally 
and explore our region. Let’s make sure we continue to 
see positive change.” Support your local shops and 
businesses this festive season for your chance to 
win one of 12 x $1,000 vouchers to spend at East 
Gippsland stores. Simply upload a photo of your 
receipt from your product purchase (over $50) to  
w w w. v i s i t e a s t g i p p s l a n d . c o m . a u /
celebrate-where-you-live-giveaway during 
December and go in the draw to win! Love Where 
You Live will continue into 2022. 

Local company Tambo Waste, our kerbside 
waste collection contractor, has developed 
a glass processing facility in Bairnsdale to 
maximise the opportunities to keep product 
local, create new opportunities for recycling 
and boost the economy. 
Mayor Cr Mark Reeves and Deputy Mayor 
Cr Arthur Allen visited Riviera Concrete 
in Bairnsdale during National Recycling 
Week to hear more about the project.  
Pictured: Mayor Cr Mark Reeves, Simon 
Fountain (Tambo Waste), Jason Cross (Terra 
Firma Industries), Deputy Mayor Cr Arthur 
Allen and Paul Hadden (Riviera Concrete) 
with the recycled processed glass being used 
in concrete for local footpaths. 

http://www.visiteastgippsland.com.au/celebrate-where-you-live-giveaway 
http://www.visiteastgippsland.com.au/celebrate-where-you-live-giveaway 
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Community engagement is vital to the success 
of any Council project, so every time we 
undertake a major project we call on you to 
share your thoughts and expertise with us. 
And the person who keeps track of what we’re working 
on, where it’s at and what you need to know about it is 
Assets and Projects Engagement Officer, Erin Aldersea. 
We spoke to Erin about her role and how she came to 
live and work in East Gippsland.  
What do you love about your role as 
Engagement Officer for Assets and Projects? 
Interacting with community 
members who truly care 
about what’s happening in 
their areas and listening to 
their ideas and feedback. 
Our Your Say website 
(yoursay.eastgippsland.vic.
gov.au) is a great Council 
resource for anyone who 
wants to know what is 
planned for their area.  
Is the website 
working well for the 
community? 
Yes, Your Say has been a 
very useful tool to reach 
different community 
members. I think this 
platform will only grow and 
become a vital part of our 
toolbox for engaging with communities about projects 
that are happening in their areas. 
Are there other things to be mindful of to 
ensure that every voice in our community is 
heard? 
Every community in East Gippsland gets their information 
in different ways. Whether it’s via our monthly community 
newsletter online, a flyer posted at the local community 
centre or via social media on their smartphone. We need 
to approach engaging with each community in their own 
unique way, via channels that work for them.
Are you a local? 
Almost! I was born in Sale Hospital and raised in Heyfield. 
You arrived in East Gippsland after quite a 
detour – to three nations in East Africa. What 
took you to Africa? 
Initially, I went on the volunteer journey to Kenya for a few 

months in 2009. I quickly fell for the easy-going lifestyle 
and fun to be had and spent a total of six years living in 
Tanzania and Uganda between 2009 and 2020. 
What did your time in East Africa teach you? 
It’s a beautiful part of the world with an energy that’s 
difficult to describe unless you’ve spent time there. The 
people are friendly and welcoming and the weather is 
perfect. 
Living there is a completely different experience to 
visiting, you get to know the way of life and learn to 
really enjoy a simpler way of living. 

The culture in Uganda, 
where I spent most of my 
time, is about enjoying 
food, family, friends and 
having a good time. 
Being surrounded by this 
approach to life and the 
beautiful landscapes taught 
me to slow down and not 
focus on material things 
or keeping up with people 
around you. 
What do you miss 
most about your time 
there? 
So many things! I lived on 
the Nile River for my last 
two years in Uganda and 
I miss the lush vegetation 
everywhere and the 

incredible bird life. I miss paddleboarding and kayaking 
on the river most days and the sunshine. I also miss the 
eclectic mix of people you meet from all over the world. 
Where’s your favourite weekend escape in 
East Gippsland? Mallacoota. 
Which Council project have you most enjoyed 
working with the public on? I’m currently working 
on the Buchan Main Street and Linkages project, which 
has been really enjoyable so far. We’re in the initial phase 
of placemaking workshops with community members 
and I’m looking forward to seeing how this approach 
shapes the project and community’s connection to it for 
the future.
After a day helping others, how do you relax 
and unwind? 
Take the dog for a long walk down by the river and cook 
dinner with my partner, Dan.

Getting to know . . . Erin Aldersea 
Engagement Officer — Assets and Projects 
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BUSHFIRE RECOVERY

This month marks two years since the 
beginning of the Black Summer 2019-20 
Bushfires that raged across East Gippsland 
and affected so many people’s lives across our 
communities.  
After these fires, when people were reaching out to help 
each other, reconnect with those they care for, and start 
to regroup – then COVID occurred. COVID has severely 
limited the opportunities for people to come together, 
support each other, share their stories and celebrate their 
steps forward for almost this whole period since the fires. 
With the recent lifting of many COVID restrictions, 
community groups are now trying to plan how they 
can once again come together. This may be to plan for 
future emergencies, meet in person with neighbours and 
share experiences, establish community priorities, seek 
rebuilding information or to celebrate their collective 
achievements   since the fires.   
While this looks different for each community group, 
they are all resulting in many positive outcomes. Bruthen 
recently held its ‘Community Conversation’ with planning 
underway for the Wairewa community in early 2022. 
Emergency planning days began with Cann Valley’s 
‘Cann Be Ready Day’ on 9 October. Following on from 
the success of this day the Mallacoota ‘Be Ready Coota 
Day’ that was held on 28 November. Bruthen had its 
‘Bounce Back Ability Day’ on 20 November, and on 
5 December Sarsfield held its Bushfire Resilience Expo. 
Clifton Creek Community Recovery Team invited local 
residents to a Community Meeting on 28 November.  
If you are interested in holding an event in your community 
or would like to share the success of one already held, 
please speak to your Place Manager who can assist.
Acknowledging the exceptional efforts of 
the Community Recovery Committees and 
Representative Groups 
As 2021 draws to a close, we want to take this 
opportunity to acknowledge all those who have worked 
tirelessly within their communities to support rebuilding 
and recovery.  
We would like to particularly recognise those who 
have volunteered to come together to form one of the 
11 Community Recovery Committees (CRC) or other 
representative groups established across the shire.  
During 2020 and 2021 we have worked closely with 
these volunteer groups and seen them forge through many 
challenges to represent their communities. These groups 
have advocated strongly for their community’s needs and 
worked tirelessly to address those needs. Their work has 

included establishing recovery and community priorities, 
sharing information, seeking feedback, developing plans, 
advocating to state and local government, applying for 
grants and planning community events.  
The work of these CRCs reflects the strength of 
volunteerism across East Gippsland. There have been 
extensive volunteer efforts of so many people across 
East Gippsland and beyond, who have supported their 
family, friends, and broader community to progress their 
recovery.   
Council Place Managers who work alongside the CRCs 
and their communities, would also like to express their 
appreciation for the strong support they have been given 
this past year. 
Preparing Australia program launched 
This $600 million Preparing Australia program is part 
of a multi-million-dollar suite of recovery and resilience 
initiatives the Australian Government has introduced to 
help the nation prepare for natural disasters and build 
stronger communities.  
Communities are urged communities to familiarise 
themselves with the $150 million Preparing  
Australian Communities Program – Local 
Stream ahead of the opening of applications on 10 
December.   
The program will target locally identified projects that 
will improve the resilience of communities in the social, 
economic, natural or built environment. It aims to support 
projects that help communities be better prepared for 
disasters and lessen their impacts. 
There are three activity categories – planning, awareness 
and capacity, and infrastructure. 
Guidelines, a sample application form, and support 
resources are available at www.business.gov.au/
grants-and-programs/preparing-australian-
communities-local-stream. Further information 
about the Preparing Australia Program is available at 
recovery.gov.au/preparing-australia-program 
Rebuilding after bushfires  
Our Rebuild Support Service (RSS) is available to support 
you with rebuilding after fires.   
If you’re thinking about rebuilding or have any 
questions, visit our bushfire rebuilding webpage at  
www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/community/
bushfire-rebuilding or contact the RSS on  
03 5153 9500.

Communities ready to re-connect

http://www.business.gov.au/grants-and-programs/preparing-australian-communities-local-stream
http://www.business.gov.au/grants-and-programs/preparing-australian-communities-local-stream
http://www.business.gov.au/grants-and-programs/preparing-australian-communities-local-stream
http://recovery.gov.au/preparing-australia-program 
http://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/community/bushfire-rebuilding
http://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/community/bushfire-rebuilding


MY COUNCIL My Communit y | NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2021 13

BUSHFIRE RECOVERY

BULLETIN
Bushfire Recovery 
Victoria proudly works in 
partnership with council 
and the local community to 
support bushfire recovery.

Pictured: 1. Clifton Creek CRC 2. Clifton Creek Tennis Club come and 

try day (community facilities grant) 3. Clifton Creek Community 

Playground (community facilities grant) 

CLIFTON CREEK COMMUNITY RECOVERY TEAM   
Clifton Creek Community Recovery Team (CCCRT) have 

facilitated the delivery of several events and projects such 

as upgrades to the public hall and surrounding recreation 

reserve. Works include a kitchen upgrade, hall recladding 

and ember proofing, the electrical switchboard upgrade 

and BBQ, toilet upgrade and more.

CCCRT held community events such as A-Year-On, the 

Sandhill Ashes, the Tennis Club Come and Try Day, cinema 

night, music and fruit tree grafting events. As well as 

completing their Community Recovery Plan and consulting 

with community members to understand priorities.

A community event is planned for early 2022 to bring the 

community together to celebrate their achievements. 

cliftoncreekcommunity.com

BRUTHEN AND DISTRICT CRC
The Bruthen and District CRC has developed a Community 

Recovery Plan to identify priorities. To help inform the 

community, the CRC have distributed a summary of the 

Council developed Local Incident Management Plan. 

One of the community recovery priorities was to address 

the lack of water supply available during disasters. The 

CRC have organised a static water tank to protect the 

Bruthen town centre and surrounds as well as a 100K  

tank and bore situated at the Bruthen Recreation Reserve. 

The CRC have successfully secured event funding to 

support the 2022 Bruthen Blues and Arts Festival and  

have completed the planning to improve the Bruthen 

Recreation Reserve.

secretaryodcrtc@gmail.com

BUCHAN, GELANTIPY AND DISTRICTS 
RENEWAL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED
Buchan, Gelantipy and Districts Renewal Association 

Incorporated (The Association) are busy developing  

their Community Recovery Plan based on information 

collected through a community survey and ongoing 

Committee meetings. The Association have identified the 

Buchan Recreation Reserve, Nature Based Playspace, and 

Tourist Destination Planning as priority projects. A grant 

application has been submitted to the NRRA to upgrade 
the Buchan Recreation Reserve.  

buchandistrictsrenewal.com.au

CANN VALLEY DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE GROUP  

The Cann Valley District Representative Group (CVDRG) 

is addressing priority actions identified in the Community 

Recovery Action Plan. The Recovery Plan objectives focus 

on medium and long-term objectives under three themes: 

safety, preparedness, and resilience; tourism and economy; 

future built on strengths.

CVDRG, in partnership with East Gippsland Shire Council 

will develop a Tourism Opportunity Plan, which includes a 

nature-based program. In addition CVDRG is developing 

a temporary community facility for Club Terrace while 

securing funding for a permanent building. 

Contact Annie, Cann Valley Place Manager on 03 5153 9500. 

ERRINUNDRA TO SNOWY CRC
The CRC is currently preparing an application for 
transformative Health and Professional Services spaces 
in Goongerah and Tubbut, and reviewing the Community 
Recovery Plan. The plan incorporates long-term recovery 
goals for community infrastructure upgrades in Bendoc, 
Bonang, Goongerah and Tubbut, development of the 
Tourism Opportunity Plan, and funding for tourism 
infrastructure with a focus on nature-based programs. 

errinundra2snowycrc@gmail.com

MALLACOOTA AND DISTRICT  
RECOVERY ASSOCIATION  

The Mallacoota and District Recovery Association (MADRA) 

consulted with 780 community members to understand  

the community’s recovery priorities. This survey informed 

the Community-led Recovery Plan. 

MADRA have formed strong partnerships with  

East Gippsland Shire Council, BRV, non-government 

and philanthropic organisations to identify resources 

and supports to deliver priority projects. Working groups 

have been established focusing on community wellbeing, 

housing, first anniversary recognition, buildings and 

infrastructure, parks infrastructure, ADF memorial,  

fuel management, administration and communications 

and media.

MADRA has supported multiple recovery projects including 

the rebuilding of the Abalone Co-Op, refurbishment of 

the community hall to enhance its functioning in critical 

circumstances, the Pony club, the Gun Club, the Genoa 

bridge rebuild, enhancement emergency facilities in Genoa, 

increased psychological and youth support for the district 

and the Mallacoota Skate Park.

madrecovery.com

OMEO REGION COMMUNITY  
RECOVERY ASSOCIATION  
The Omeo Region Community Recovery Association
(ORCRA) have secured funding for multiple community 
events and is supporting many community initiatives. 
These include the construction of a shed  
and community facility at Tambo Crossing,  
Benambra Neighbourhood House redevelopment, 
upgrade of Benambra Recreation Reserve facilities, 
Swifts Creek Community Hall and Recreation Reserve, 
Anglers Rest Walking Trail, Ensay Recreation Reserve and 
Community Hall, and attention to the facilities at Cassilis 
Cemetery Trust. The upgrades are in various stages, 
ranging from in proposal stage to work commenced.
ORCRA is currently running a community resilience 
survey to help identify community priorities. This survey 
will inform their Community Resilience Plan. 

ourrecovery.com.au/omeo-region

ORBOST AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY 
RECOVERY AND TRANSITION COMMITTEE  

The Orbost and District Community Recovery and 

Transition Committee (the Committee) are working to 

define their purpose and scope of activity, outlined in their 

Recovery Plan. 

The Committee’s priorities are likely to include fostering 

community leadership, Marlo to Orbost Bike Pathway, Age 

friendly community initiative, improving wellbeing through 

integrating and connecting all services. 

The group is looking to establish a community  

presence through the OurRecovery online platform and 

 a Facebook page 

secretaryodcrtc@gmail.com

SARSFIELD
The CRC is using the OurRecovery online platform to 

engage with community and has recently completed 

a community survey asking residents what they want 

Sarsfield to look like in 2030. Their Community Recovery 

Plan is being drafted.

The Sarsfield CRC and the Sarsfield Community Hall 

Committee of Management submitted a grant application 

for NRRA funding, a major achievement for this Committee.  

Sarsfield CRC held the Sarsfield Bushfire Resilience Expo 

for the Sarsfield community and broader East Gippsland 

residents in early December. 

www.sarsfield.com.au

WAIREWA
The Wairewa CRC identified their key priorities quickly and 

secured funding from several sources. They are progressing 

initiatives which have improved their level of preparedness 

in case of future bushfires.

The CRC was successful for a BRV Community Facilities 

Grant to upgrade their community hall. 

The CRC are working with partners to identify further 

suitable funding priorities and grant programs, including 

the development of an application to the Black Summer 

grants to enhance the original O’Grady’s Bridge. 

theboxridge@gmail.com

YOUR LOCAL 
CRC HIGHLIGHTS
Thank you

ABORIGINAL CULTURE AND HEALING 
BUSHFIRE RECOVERY GRANTS

The Aboriginal Culture and Healing Bushfire Recovery 

Grants are now open. 

Grants of up to $500,000 are available for projects 

that support Aboriginal heritage priorities, promote 

culturally safe recovery initiatives, and invest in 

projects that deliver on Aboriginal culture and 

healing outcomes following the 2019-20 Eastern 

Victorian Bushfires.  

Find out more about the program and how to apply at 

vic.gov.au/brv-achgrants

As the year draws to a close, East Gippsland 
Shire Council and Bushfire Recovery Victoria 
thank Community Recovery Committee (CRC) 
members across the East Gippsland region.
Your local CRCs have been leading  
recovery efforts and building resilience in 
community following the 2019-20 Eastern 
Victorian bushfires.

Thank you for your huge contributions, 

you have achieved so much. Your work 

is integral to the region’s recovery. 

We wish you and your families well 

over the holiday period.
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