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ABOUT THE AUDIT
An audit of kerbside domestic waste,  
public place litter bins, rural trailers  
and commercial waste in East Gippsland 
Shire was undertaken over ten days in  
June/July 2021.

General waste, commingled recycling and garden 
organics were sampled from a randomised 220 
households in East Gippsland Shire.

One hundred and eighty-five public place waste  
and recycling bins were audited.

The audit included waste and recycling samples 
from rural waste trailers servicing remote rural 
communities.

Nearly 1 tonne of commercial waste from 
approximately 10 businesses was audited.

An audit of beverage containers was also 
undertaken in preparation of Victoria’s impending 
Container Deposit Scheme (CDS).
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OVERALL WASTE  
GENERATION
The average East Gippsland Shire household 
generates a total of 16.89kg, made up as follows:

• general waste 9.44kg per week

• commingled recycling 4.38 kg per week

• garden organics 3.07 kg of per week

GENERAL WASTE 
COMPOSITION
The largest individual material category was organic 
compostable waste (44.3%), which is made up of 
loose food 23%, containerised food at 9.9%, other 
putrescible at 6.8% and garden waste at 4.6%.

Textiles account for (7.6%) for material in the 
general waste stream Followed by potentially 
hazardous waste at 6.1% which is inclusive of 
nappies (5.2%) and the remainder is ewaste, 
household chemicals, batteries and paint.

Each week, each household puts an 
average of 1.69 kg of commingled 
recyclables in the general waste bin, 
representing 18.9% of general waste.

These materials are mainly paper at 9.8%,  
glass, plastics and metals are about 3% each.

The other category comprised of treated wood/
timber, non-recyclable glass, hard and non-
recyclable plastics.

GENERAL WASTE  
BIN USE
Median general waste bin fullness was 48%.

Fourteen per cent (14%) of general waste bins  
were full or over-full, and almost half (49%) of  
bins were less than half full.

GENERAL WASTE BIN 
CONTENTS BREAKDOWN

AVERAGE WASTE BREAKDOWN
PER HOUSEHOLD

24% Other

18.9% comingled 
recyclables

7% Textiles
6.1% Potentially 
hazardous waste

44% Compostable

General waste
(9.44kg)

Comingled
recycling
(4.38kg)

Garden organics (3.07kg)

TOTAL
16.89KG
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COMMINGLED 
RECYCLING 
COMPOSITION
Households on average generate 4.38kg of 
commingled recycling each week, comprising 1.87 
kg of paper and cardboard, 1.68 kg of recyclable 
glass containers and 0.31kg recyclable plastic, 
and 0.34 kg contamination. Minor amounts of 
hazardous waste and garden organics at 0.01kg 
and 0.02kg respectively.

Recyclable materials make up 91.4% of the 
recycling bin. These recyclable materials comprise 
paper and cardboard (42.6%), glass (38.3%), 
plastic (7%), recyclable metals (3.6%).

Nearly nine percent (8.6%) of the 
commingled recycling stream is 
contamination. 

The main contaminants, including the material 
in bags, are non-recyclable glass (52%), non-
recyclable plastics (26%), plastic film, containerised 
food, and garden organics.

COMMINGLED 
RECYCLING BIN USE
Recycling bins had a median fullness of 50%. 
5% full or overfull and 56% less than half full.

8.6% Contaminated waste

CONTAMINATED WASTERECYCLING BIN 
CONTENTS BREAKDOWN

3.6% Recyclable metals
7% Plastic

38.3% Glass

42.6% Cardboard

NON-RECYCLABLE GLASS

52%

NON-RECYCLABLE PLASTIC

26%

OTHER

22%
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GARDEN ORGANICS 
COMPOSITION
Each household puts an average of 3.07kg 
per week into the garden organics bin. This 
comprises 2.99kg of vegetation, while materials of 
contamination comprised 0.03 kg food and other 
putrescible waste, and wood/timber also at 0.03kg.

Vegetation makes up 97.4% of the garden organics 
bin, with the remaining 2.6% being contamination.

Almost 43% of the contamination in the garden 
organics bin is treated timber, followed by food /
kitchen organics at 31.6%. Smaller amounts of glass 
containers, food waste, textiles and ceramics/dirt/
dust/rock were also found.

GARDEN ORGANICS 
BIN USE
Organics bins had a median fullness of 50%

23% of bins were full or overfull and 23% less than 
half full.

2.6% Contaminated waste

CONTAMINATED WASTEGARDEN ORGANICS BIN 
CONTENTS BREAKDOWN

97.4% Vegetation

TREATED TIMBER

KITCHEN ORGANICS/FOOD

43%

31.6%

25.4%

OTHER
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HAZARDOUS ITEMS

The average household disposed 0.14kg of 
hazardous waste per week. The most common items 
by weight found were electronic waste (0.05kg), 
paint (0.04kg), and household chemicals (0.03kg), 
followed by batteries (0.01kg). Ninety two percent 
of all household hazardous waste was found in 
the general waste bin, with the remainder in the 
recycling bin. No hazardous waste was found in the 
garden organics bin.

Smaller amounts of pharmaceuticals (EpiPens) and 
fluorescent globes were also found.

LANDFILL DIVERSION
Based on this audit, current landfill diversion of the 
waste produced by households in East Gippsland 
is 41.4%. This is achieved by the recovery of 
commingled recyclables and garden organics via 
the kerbside bins.

Overall landfill diversion could increase 
by almost 10% if all currently accepted 
recyclables were put into the commingled bin. 

This would lift diversion to 51.4%.

Recovery of garden organics from the general waste 
stream would increase landfill diversion by a further 
2.6%, to 54%.

If 70% of food waste was also diverted via home 
composting, diversion would increase by 22.2%,  
to 76.2%.

41.4%

CURRENT LANDFILL DIVERSION

51.4%

POTENTIAL LANDFILL DIVERSION
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GENERATION:
PUBLIC GENERAL WASTE BINS

On average, each public bin site contained  
7.6 kg of general waste and 1.0 kg of recycling.

The bin stations that had both general waste  
and recycling bins had an average of 7.1 kg in the 
general waste bins and 2.7 kg in the recycling bins.

The bin stations that didn’t have recycling bins 
averaged 7.9 kg in the general waste bins.

COMPOSITION:
PUBLIC GENERAL WASTE BINS

The largest individual material category in the  
public general waste bins is loose food waste,  
at 26% of public general waste. This is followed  
by other organic material at 19% (comprising  
14% contaminated/soiled paper, 4% dog poo  
and 1% vegetation).

Materials that could be placed in a commingled 
recycling bin make up 12% of the general waste 
(this is mainly glass and paper/cardboard).

Bin stations that have general waste bins co-located 
with recycling bins have 0.5 kg less (this is 45% 
less) commingled recyclables in the general waste 
compared with stand-alone general waste.

PUBLIC RECYCLING BINS

The bin stations that had both general waste and 
recycling bins had an average of 7.42 kg in the 
general waste bins and 4.5 kg in the recycling bins.

The bin stations that didn’t have recycling bins 
averaged 4.73 kg in the general waste bins.

Recyclables make up the largest material category 
in the public general waste bins, comprising paper 
and cardboard at 14%, followed by glass at 12.3%, 
plastics and metals at 5.4% and 3.2% respectively.

Some commercial waste was also found at  
3.7%, this mainly comprised bagged meat and 
engine oil.

The ‘other’ category comprised mostly of 
containerised food, nappies, contaminated paper, 
composite materials, e-waste and textiles.

At paired bin stations, over 40% of the 
materials in the general waste stream are 
recyclable items.

PUBLIC PLACE RECYCLING BINS

Public place recycling bins at co-located stations 
comprised largely of recyclable material at 98%.

The main materials recycled by the public in these 
bins are plastics at 62%, followed by paper and 
cardboard at 27.2%. Aluminium and steel were 
6.5%and glass at 4%. A minor percentage of liquid 
paperboard was also present at less than 1%.

Contamination was a low 2%, the main contaminants 
are containerised food and composite material, 
followed by plastic film, food scraps and textiles.
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RECOVERY RATE:
PUBLIC WASTE BINS 

The overall rate of recovery of  
recyclable materials through the public 
waste bins is 47%.

At bin sites where there is a recycling bin, the 
recovery rate is 59%. At these sites, plastics are 
well recovered (90%), as well as metals (46%) 
and paper/cardboard (41%). Glass and liquid 
paperboard recovery is around 20% respectively.

47%

PUBLIC WASTE
RECYCLABLES RECOVERY RATE

LANDFILL DIVERSION:
PUBLIC WASTE BINS 

Overall, 26% of public waste is diverted from 
landfill. This is mainly achieved through the recovery 
of plastics, metals, paper and glass at the sites that 
have public recycling bins.

If all commingled recyclables in public waste could 
be recovered, an additional landfill diversion rate  
of 29% would be achieved.

HAZARDOUS 
MATERIAL:
PUBLIC WASTE BINS 

The main hazardous items found during the public 
bin audit were electronic waste and household 
batteries, combined they weighed just over 5kg.

No hazardous waste was found in the recycling bins 
or standalone general waste bins.

HOUSEHOLD AND 
BUSINESS WASTE IN 
PUBLIC BINS
A small amount of commercial waste was detected 
in the standalone general waste bins at 3.7%.

The main materials were meat and oil.

No commercial waste was present in the co-located 
general waste or recycling bins.

VOLUME USED:
PUBLIC WASTE BINS

General waste bins at bin stations that also have 
recycling bins averaged 46% full (median fullness 
40%). 12% were full or overfull and 60% were less 
than half full.

Public recycling bins averaged 32% full (median 
fullness 20%). 2% were full or overfull and 72% 
were less than half full.

Stand-alone general waste bins (i.e. bin stations 
that do not have recycling bins) averaged 44% full 
(median fullness 35%). 15% were full or overfull and 
63% were less than half full.
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BEVERAGE 
CONTAINERS IN 
KERBSIDE BINS
Each week, each East Gippsland 
household puts an average of 17.5 
beverage containers that are potentially 
eligible for container deposit scheme in 
the general waste and recycling bins.

On average 3.33 potentially eligible beverage 
containers are in the general waste bin and 14.18 
in the recycling bin.

It is estimated, from extrapolating the results, that 
an average of 910 containers per household per 
year equating to $91.00 would be eligible for a 
CDS rebate are placed in the domestic waste and 
recycling in the East Gippsland Shire each year.

BEVERAGE 
CONTAINERS IN 
PUBLIC PLACE BINS
Each public bin station contains an average of  
35.5 CDS-eligible beverage containers.

Bin sites that have recycling bins co-located with 
general waste bins average 26.2 CDS-eligible 
containers; 18.8 of these are in the recycling  
bins and 7.4 in the general waste bins.

Bin sites that have general waste bins only  
average 9.3 CDS-eligible beverage containers  
in the general waste bins.
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BEVERAGE 
CONTAINERS IN 
REMOTE TRAILERS
Overall remote trailers contain 546 CDS-eligible 
beverage containers.

The dual compartment trailer (both general waste 
and recycling) had 353 CDS-eligible containers; 
331 of these are in the recycling compartment and 
22 in the general waste compartment.

The general waste trailer (both compartments utilised 
for general waste with no recycling option) had 193 
CDS-eligible beverage containers.

Overall the two trailers held containers 
with a value of $54.60 of CDS refund 
material.

BEVERAGE CONTAINERS 
IN COMMERCIAL WASTE
Overall 457 potentially CDS-eligible beverage 
containers were present in the commercial waste.

The predominant beverage containers by material 
were aluminium.

The commercial waste sample contained beverage 
containers with a CDS refund value of $45.70.
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REMOTE TRAILERS
The general-waste only trailer comprised of 163.8kg 
of waste, and in the dual trailer (general waste 
and recycling compartments) general waste was at 
56.9kg and recycling 52.2kg.

Recylables comprised mainly of glass at 27.5%, 
paper at 11.7%. Organic compostable waste 
made up 8.9% of material in the general waste 
stream. No building material was present, and 
a small percentage of potentially hazardous and 
clothing/textiles waste was present. The ‘other’ 
category comprised mainly of composite items and 
containerised food.

In the general waste compartment of the dual 
trailer, the largest material category is organic 
compostable waste 23.8%, mainly made up of loose 
food waste. Recyclables made up 22.8%, mainly 
comprising paper at 7% and metals at 6.5%. The 
‘other’ comprised mainly of containerised food and 
composite materials. Potentially hazardous items 
were mainly nappies and fluorescent globes.

The single largest material in the recycling 
compartment of the dual trailer is glass at 69.3%, 
followed by metals at 12.5%, paper at 8.5% and 
plastic containers at 4.8%. Overall contamination 
was 4.9%.

Contamination was just under 5% of the recycling 
stream in the dual trailer. The main contaminants 
were organic compostable waste, which was  
nearly half of all contaminants at 45.8% and plastic 
film at 32.4%.

RECOVERY AND 
DIVERSION RATES:
REMOTE TRAILERS

The overall recovery rate is 79% largely from the 
excellent recovery of glass at 95%, followed by 
metals at 64%. The remaining items recovery was 
below 55%.

18%

CURRENT LANDFILL DIVERSION

52%

POTENTIAL LANDFILL DIVERSION



CONTACT US
Telephone: 1300 555 886 or (03) 5153 9500 (business hours)

National Relay Service: 133 677

Post: East Gippsland Shire Council, PO Box 1618 

Bairnsdale 3875 Australia

Fax (03) 5153 9576

Web  www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au

Email feedback@egipps.vic.gov.au

Facebook:  eastgippyshire

Twitter  @egsc

In person

Bairnsdale: 273 Main Street  

Lakes Entrance: 18 Mechanics Street 

Mallacoota: 70 Maurice Avenue

Omeo: 179 Day Avenue

Orbost: 1 Ruskin Street

Paynesville: 55 The Esplanade

Outreach Centres

Bendoc Outreach Centre: 18 Dowling Street

Buchan Neighbourhood House: 6 Centre Road

Cann River Community Centre: Princes Highway


