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Funding for Ensay and 
Sarsfield recreation reserves 
Grants of $2.3 million were approved 
for Ensay to redevelop the recreation 
reserve facilities into hubs for community 
events and improve disaster resilience, 
including serving as emergency 
evacuation points. 
The news has been warmly welcomed by 
volunteers who worked hard to develop 
their project plans and applications. 
Community leaders have praised 
Council and key recovery partners 
for their support and advocacy.
Also announced was $3.6 million for 
Sarsfield. We will continue to work with 
state and federal government to secure 
the required funding for Wairewa who 
were unsuccessful in their application.   

Omeo mountain bike track 
upgrade
Work is set to begin on a network 
of trails that will turn Omeo into a 
mecca for mountain bikers. The Omeo 
Mountain Bike Trails will put Omeo on 
the map as a year-round active tourism 
destination and capture nationwide 
demand for outdoor adventure.  

Work on Stage 1 will begin late this 
month using the contractor who built 
the Pump and Skills Track in Livingstone 
Park. The first trail is expected to be 
available for riding by this December, 
with the full Stage 1 completed by 
December 2023.

The first stage will include:
• 56 kilometres of cross-country and 

downhill gravity trails
• Switchback climbs over 500m up 

Mt Mesley
• An easy loop trail parallel to the 

Great Alpine Road that leads to 
the Historical Oriental Claims area

• A descending trail of over 500 
vertical metres from the summit of 
Mt Sam linking to Mt Mesley and 
finishing in Livingstone Park.

We have provided funding for 
this project, as has the Victorian 
Government’s Regional Tourism 
Infrastructure Fund, the Federal 
Government’s Building Better Regions 
Fund and more recently the Local Roads 
and Community Infrastructure Fund.
The project has been made possible 
by the collaborative efforts of the 
Department of Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning, Parks Victoria 
and a dedicated group of community 
supporters working with us.

Omeo Holiday Park open
The Omeo Holiday Park (formerly 
Omeo Caravan Park) on the banks 
of Livingstone Creek was re-opened 
in time to accommodate the bustle of 
Easter holiday makers.
We thank the Omeo Recreation 
Reserve Committee of Management 
for providing free camping while 
we undertook remedial works and 
prepared the holiday park for re-
opening.
Camping is no longer available at the 
Omeo Recreation Reserve.

Community workshops
Responses to the ORCRA Community 
Survey identified five priority areas of 
concern. Community workshops will be 
held over the coming months to address 
these priorities, which are:

• Sustainable power supply
• Sustainable telecommunications 

supply
• Consistent road access and 

communication
• Fuel management
• Mental health
The first workshop is planned for 
Wednesday 25 May from 5–7pm at 
Swifts Creek Hall. This workshop will 
focus on sustainable power supply 
and telecommunications options. 
These workshops will be organised 
by ORCRA and facilitated by Place 
Manager Helen Sheil (contact Helen 
if you need more details).

Rob Gordon sessions
As mentioned above, the ORCRA 
Community Survey showed mental 
health concerns were a priority issue 
for residents. To support this priority 
area, Bushfire Recovery Victoria is 
organising a visit by Rob Gordon, 
a clinical psychologist and expert in 
mental health. Rob is well-known for his 
work supporting communities who have 
been impacted by bushfires. Session 
times are still being finalised, so keep 
an eye out for more details soon. For 
further information contact Helen Sheil.

Lucas Mill at East Gippsland 
Field Days 
Several locals recently enjoyed a visit 
to the East Gippsland Milling Project 
site at East Gippsland Field Days.
The Milling Project came about after 
Sarsfield residents recruited the help of 
Rotary and Lions Clubs to raise funds to 
purchase a mobile timber saw (Lucas 
Mill). The mobile saw is transported 
to the properties of bushfire affected 
farmers to mill the burnt fallen trees on 
their properties into valuable hardwood 
fencing posts and rails that can be used 
to fence their properties.
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East Gippsland Milling Project Chairman, 
Steven Boyce spoke enthusiastically of 
the benefits of the project and how 
it has brought communities together. 
Simply turning up with the mill for a 
cuppa and a chat about how people 
are going and what they are doing 
whilst turning potential fire fuel into 
useful products. Using fallen timber 
on their own property saves farmers 
money which can be spent on other 
items, thereby stimulating the local 
economy. It boosts mental health and 
provides training and employment to 
five locals.
For further details on how to access 
the Lucas Mill at your property, contact 
Place Manager Helen Sheil.

Community transition funding 
Swifts Creek and District is one of 
11 communities funded by State 
Government Department of Jobs, 
Precincts and Regions for Community 
Transition Funding under the Victorian 
Forestry Plan. Expressions of Interest 
to participate in a reference group 
to implement the Local Development 
Strategy have been extended. At this 
stage the East Gippsland Shire will 
auspice funding for the project.
For further information on how to 
express your interest in participating, 
contact Place Manager Helen Sheil.  

Community radio funding 
request
Omeo Shire Community Access 
Radio (OSCAR) is working with Royal 
Flying Doctor Service Youth Worker 
Kurt Grieves, ABC Gippsland Radio’s 
Peter Somerville and GELLEN’s Amelie 

Boucher to involve young people from 
local schools to create content and 
learn media skills.
The schools and their themes are:
• Alpine School – hands -on 

transmission
• Swifts Creek Secondary College – a 

topic to complement the curriculum
• Omeo Primary School – making 

podcasts on health issues
Funding is being sought to upgrade 
equipment and workshops.
For more information on how you can 
contribute, contact Place Manager 
Helen Sheil.

Severe weather impacting 
community

Damage is still being assessed 
throughout East Gippsland following 
the severe weather and flooding over 

four days in April. Several rivers in 
East Gippsland’s catchment reached 
major and moderate flood levels. 
Major highway closures left some of 
our communities isolated and without 
power and communications for an 
extended period (up to 48 hours in 
some cases). East Gippsland recorded 
31 road closures and more than 150 
roads were impacted by the event. 
Some communities self-activated a 
community Relief Facility to look after 
affected people within their community.
This allowed people to come together, 
have a cup of tea and coffee, and just 
connect with one another for support.  
Staff in the relief facility were able 
to call the Incident Control Centre 
and share local impacts and receive 
critical emergency information. Many 
communities found the Strengthening 
Te l e communica t ions  Agains t 
Natural Disasters (STAND) satellite 
communication systems to be a great 
and an effective tool to stay connected. 

Since September 2021, East Gippsland 
has had five significant weather 
events, four of which were declared 
under Disaster Recovery Funding 
Arrangements. Approximately 444 
roads have been impacted and many 
multiple times in recent events. 
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Our Works crew and contractors 
reacted swiftly to ensure public safety 
and to complete restoration works. 
The cumulative effect of subsequent 
natural disasters has resulted in more 
severe damage to infrastructure, which 
is proving difficult to restore quickly. 
We are working to understand the 
damage from these natural disasters 
and will need to seek additional funding 
to reconstruct public assets to a more 
disaster-resilient standard and to reduce 
the cost burden. While we work quickly 
to address safety issues, it will take 
some time to assess and address all of 
the damage from the event. We ask for 
your patience as we work through the 
impact of the weather event and other 
road maintenance issues.

Community resilience and 
preparedness
We are looking at working with the 
Anglers Rest community to establish 
a Local Incident Management Plan 
(LIMPs). Further information will be 

shared once dates have been set.
Static water tanks are to be installed in 
High Forrest Road, Brookville, Reedy 
Flat, Doctors Flat, Tongio, Ensay and 
Anglers Rest.
For more information on any of these 
resilience preparedness projects please 
contact Place Manager Helen Sheil 
or project lead Tim Davidson on (03) 
5153 9500.

Cultural awareness training 
Several of our Place and Community 
Directorate team members attended 
Cultural Awareness Training in March 
and April. The training, delivered 
by Victorian Aboriginal Child Care 
Agency and provided using federal 
bushfire recovery funds, will assist 
understanding about how to respectfully 
work with Aboriginal communities and 
organisations.
The training touched on how enduring 
trauma, directly caused by historical 
events, is still pertinent and complex 

in the Aboriginal community today. 
It also highlighted how the lack of 
understanding about Aboriginal history  
and culture in the area, including 
significant sites and connection to the 
land, was emphasised in the bushfire 
recovery space.
Better understanding Aboriginal 
history and culture will support healing 
and working alongside Aboriginal 
communities impacted by bushfire and 
Covid-19 with greater compassion 
and increased engagement and 
understanding, now and into the future.

 

Helen Sheil  
Place Manager -  
Omeo District

(03) 5153 9442 
0460 631 734
HelenS@egipps.vic.gov.au

Contact Council
5153 9500
feedback@egipps.vic.gov.au

 Buchan Place Manager, Rebecca Steenholdt 

participating in the Sarsfield training session.

  Gippsland Business Connect 

The Omeo business community can stay up to date by registering 
their details with Gippsland Business Connect. 

For more information or to register, visit 
https://gippsland.businessconnect.io/


