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ALLEYWAY ANNOUNCES 43RD SEASON 
OF NEW PLAYS AND MUSICALS 
 
Alleyway Theatre, founded in 1980 by Neal Radice, has announced its 43rd season, reaffirming its 
commitment to developing and producing new plays and original musicals with a season of three world 
premiere plays, a brand-new musical comedy, and three special events. Now in its third season under 
Executive Artistic Director Chris J Handley, the company is seeing a swell of growth since its notable 
Covid programming. “We’re seeing people at the theatre who haven’t been here in years, or maybe have 
never been here,” Handley said. “It’s awesome to see our lobby bar hopping at intermission and the seats 
full for these premiere works that you won’t see anywhere else.” 
 
The Alleyway, located at 1 Curtain Up Alley in the heart of Buffalo’s historic Theatre District, features 
two theatres, two rehearsal halls, an exhibit gallery, grand lobby and scene shop in the 1941 former 
Greyhound Bus Terminal. A new mural sponsored by Lorraine Capital was the highlight of the lobby 
revitalization last summer, and new funding from Erie County and the New York State Council on the 
Arts this season will allow the company to begin Phase I of new growth and sustainability, including major 
upgrades to the lighting, sound, and technology for productions. “Alleyway has been a mainstay of this 
community for over four decades, and our goal is to allow it to thrive as part of the WNY arts and cultural 
sector for another four decades. This is just the beginning!” 
 
THE 22/23 SEASON 
Each of the premiere works this season runs for four weeks, including four preview performances prior to 
the official Opening Night. “Previews are the bread and butter of the new play world. The playwright, 
director, and artistic team are able to see how the play works in front of an audience, that crucial final 
ingredient in making a new play,” Handley explains. “Our previews are all Pay What You Can this year, 
and the final two will also feature Playwright Chats after the performance. We’re thrilled to be able to 
include this vital part of the new play process to our work here in Buffalo.” 
 

THE MAGNOLIA BALLET 
By Terry Guest 
Directed by Carlos R. A. Jones 
September 9 – October 1, 2022 
Opening Night Wednesday, September 14, 2022 
 
Ezekiel is a Black teenager with a secret that threatens to destroy his already broken home. He’s 
haunted by the ghosts of racism, homophobia, and toxic masculinity—the same ghosts that have 
plagued men in Georgia for generations, including his emotionally distant father. But when he 



discovers a trove of forbidden love letters among his late grandfather’s belongings, Ezekiel begins 
to believe that the only way to fight these multi-generational ghosts is to burn everything to the 
ground. THE MAGNOLIA BALLET is a Southern Gothic fable that melds high drama, dance, 
poetry, and spectacle to explore masculinity, racism, and the love between a queer kid and his 
father. 
 
A National New Play Network Rolling World Premiere, this beautifully poetic magical new play 
will be produced in the same season in Indianapolis, Chicago, Detroit and Williamston, Michigan.  
 
BURST 
By Rachel Bublitz 
Directed by Daniel Lendzian 
October 21 – November 12, 2022 
Opening Night Wednesday, October 26, 2022 
 
Sarah is an extraordinary human being on the verge of saving the planet from her cushy office in 
Silicon Valley. At the helm of one of the fastest growing tech companies in history—a company 
she built herself from scratch—she is about to announce a major breakthrough that will make her 
richer, famous-er, and prove that she was right all along: biodegradable plastic.  
 
Oh, and tonight she also has to prep for tomorrow’s lawsuit, sooth her frustrated business partner, 
and fend off an eager journalist hungry for a scoop. It’s all in a night’s work on the climb to 
success. 
 
This no-holds-barred ripped-from-the-headlines new play, BURST asks what it means to question 
and investigate relationships, science, and truth in today’s world. 
 
THE ALEPH COMPLEX 
By Deborah Yarchun 
Directed by Robyn Lee Horn 
February 10 – March 4, 2023 
Opening Night Wednesday, February 15, 2023 
 
To save herself from her chronically incessant thoughts, Nicky converts them into sounds so she 
can fall asleep to the sound of rain. This works until, during a bout of crippling social anxiety at 
college, a thought about her mother turns into a vicious storm. Nicky outruns the storm all the way 
home, where she returns to her old job at the Container Store and to Mom… who hasn’t left the 
apartment in five years. While searching for self-help books at the Last Borders Bookstore on the 
Planet, she meets Borders Guy, the Last Borders Employee on the Planet, who introduces her to 
the mysterious Aleph, a Borges-inspired point of overwhelming omniscience he guards in the back 
of the store. Through a chain of “self-help” both comic and poignant, Nicky, her mother, and 
Borders Guy struggle to smash down the walls that enclose their lives. 
 
A fantastical new drama about the power of human connection, THE ALEPH COMPLEX is the 
2020 Maxim Mazumdar New Play Award Winner. 
 



KRAGTAR! THE AMERICAN MONSTER MUSICAL 
By Kyle Wilson and Sam French 
Directed by Chris J Handley 
April 21 – May 13, 2023 
Opening Night Wednesday, April 26, 2023 
 
An ancient prophecy is coming true just in time for another government shutdown as a Godzilla-
esque monster appears, leaving America in its wake of blood, tears, and trampled Chick-Fil-As. 
Scientists and former lovers Harry and Harvey must reunite to save the country—and maybe 
rekindle their love, too—as they face the dreaded Kragtar in battle. Unbeknownst to our heroes, 
however, there may be a far greater monster lurking in the shadows, ready to swallow America 
whole. 
 
For fans of shows like Schmigadoon! and Reefer Madness, this brilliantly campy and zany new 
adventure musical teaches us that whether its with a boy or girl, the most powerful (and rad) thing 
in the whole f*ckin’ world is … well, love. 

 
THE SPECIAL EVENTS 
A surprise hit of the last two years is the very fabulously naughty drag parody THE GOLDEN GIRLS: 
THE LOST EPISODES. Director Todd Warfield will direct the June 2023 production just in time for 
Pride month. And founder Neal Radice returns to direct his adaptation of A CHRISTMAS CAROL for 
the 40th consecutive year this December. The company’s long-running short play festival, BUFFALO 
QUICKIES, will reinvent itself again this year as local playwrights, directors and performers will have 
just one week to write, rehearse, design and perform totally original new plays and musicals. These 
productions are not part of a subscription package and must be purchased separately. 
 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL: 40TH CELEBRATORY YEAR 
Sponsored by M&T Bank 
November 25 – December 24, 2022 
Opening Night: Friday December 2, 2022 
  
BUFFALO QUICKIES 
March 9 – 19, 2023 
Opening Night: Thursday March 9, 2023 
  
THE GOLDEN GIRLS: THE LOST EPISODES, VOL 3 
June 1 – 19, 2023 
Opening Night: Friday June 2, 2023 

 
THE CABARET 
Last season, Alleyway reconfigured its small cabaret space at the Main Street side of the building. Now a 
true cabaret, it features seating for 50 at cabaret and high top tables and will feature monthly music and 
comedy acts. Anchoring the programming this season is WNY’s favorite comic duo: 
 

BABUSHKA! 
Monthly, last Fridays and Saturdays at 7:30 



(except September – playing Curtain Up! weekend instead: September 16 and 17)  

Babushka! is a two-man long-form improv show that has been a summertime favorite at Buffalo 
Infringement Festival since 2010. With over 50 years of improv comedy experience combined, 
Todd Benzin & Don Gervasi create an entirely improvised one-hour play based on a single 
audience suggestion, playing all the characters themselves, on-the-spot. 

EDUCATION 
Theatre training matters. From beginners to working professionals, there are always skills to be sharpened. 
Each Alleyway course delves into specific, repeatable techniques needed to hone the actor’s craft. We 
believe theatre training is for everyone, and whether you have never set foot on a stage or you’re at home 
in the spotlight, there is always something to learn. Our training programs provide both practical and 
actionable skills which can be used by every actor at any level to continue to grow and develop as an artist. 

Registration is open now for fall, winter, and spring semesters. An OPEN HOUSE will be held at the 
theatre on Tuesday, September 13 at 6:00pm for prospective and current students and alumni to meet, 
greet, and learn about the class offerings. 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS, TICKETS, AND CLASS REGISTRATIONS 

Single tickets are available for all productions 
$42 regular, $30 student/under 30 

Season tickets include the four premiere productions 
$150 regular, $99 student/under 30 

All orders incur additional fees at checkout. 

Order online 24/7 at ALLEYWAY.COM 
Or call the box office at 716-852-2600 for more information 
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