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Coffeehouse Chronicles #155
Ellen Stewart

Personal Ellen stories will be presented in the lobby and  
in the theatre as the audience enters the space.  

 Video Clip - Ellen ringing the bell (1969)

Audience Welcome by Michal Gamily

Animation by Tom Lee “Ellen’s early days in NYC”

Live performance by Cathy Shaw - “Ellen at Saks 5th Avenue” 

Live Performance - The Satin Dolls “Cotton Club”  
Performed by Rod Rodgers Dance company

A reading by Mia Yoo from Adrienne  Kennedy

Live performance - “Mythos Oedipus” by Elizabeth Swados
Performed by Great Jones Repertory Company

Live marionette performance by CAMT Vít Hořejš  
“Ellen’s early days and the fire in the Annex”

Live performance - a song from “Antigone” by Ellen Stewart
Performed by Cary Gant

Live performance - a song from “Perseus” by Ellen Stewart
Performed By Rafael Alfonso Quiñones, AKA Benjamin Marcantoni

Live performance - from “Hercules” by Ellen Stewart
Performed by Federico Restrepo & eugene the poogene with Benjamin Marcantoni

Short animation film by Naama Zarfaty “Ellen in Umbria”

Video Clip - Ellen & Liz Swados with Great Jones Rep. Company 2009  “Asclepius”  

Preshow with Great Jones Repertory Company - Video by Marybeth Ward

Live perforance - a song from “Asclepius ” by Ellen Stewart
Performed by Cary Gant 

Video Clip - Ellen ringing the bell for the last time in 2009           
Video  by Marybeth Ward

Live performance - a song from “Asclepius” by Ellen Stewart
Performed by Rafael Alfonso Quiñones, AKA Benjamin Marcantoni

Video Clip - Great Jones Repertory Company curtain call “Asclepius”  
Video by Marybeth Ward

Live - Great Jones Rep. Company curtain call along with the clip

Even if all you have is in a pushcart, push it, not only for 
yourself, but for the whole world.

-Ellen Stewart



About Ellen Stewart

Ellen Stewart was a dress designer when she started La MaMa in a basement 
apartment in 1961, a woman entirely without theater experience or even 
much interest in the theater. But within a few years, and with an indomitable 
personality, she had become a theater pioneer. Not only did she introduce 
unusual new work to the stage, she also helped colonize a new territory 
for the theater, planting a flag in the name of low-budget experimental 
productions in the East Village of Manhattan and creating the capital of what 
became known as Off Off Broadway.

She was a vivid figure, often described as beautiful — an African-American 
woman whose long hair, frequently worn in cornrows, turned silver in her 
later years. Her wardrobe was flamboyant, replete with bangles, bracelets 
and scarves. Her voice was deep, carrying an accent reminiscent of her 
Louisiana roots. Few producers could match her energy, perseverance 
and fortitude. In the decades after World War II her influence on American 
theater was comparable to that of Joseph Papp, founder of the New York 
Shakespeare Festival, though the two approached the stage from different 
wings. Papp straddled the commercial and noncommercial worlds, while Ms. 
Stewart’s terrain was international and decidedly noncommercial.

Her theater became a remarkable springboard for an impressive roster of 
promising playwrights, directors and actors who went on to accomplished 
careers both in mainstream entertainment and in push-the-envelope 
theater.

Al Pacino, Robert De Niro, Harvey Keitel, F. Murray Abraham, Olympia 
Dukakis, Richard Dreyfuss, Bette Midler, Diane Lane and Nick Nolte were 
among the actors who performed at La MaMa in its first two decades. 
Playwrights like Sam Shepard, Lanford Wilson, Harvey Fierstein, Maria Irene 
Fornes and Adrienne Kennedy developed early work there. So did composers 
like Elizabeth Swados, Philip Glass and Stephen Schwartz.
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ARTHUR ADAIR as playwright/director, original, musically-charged 
works of “total theatre,” Your War’try Grave; Manifest the Whale, the 
Teacup Destiny; & Sound of the Sun, and “classically-contemporized” 
staged adaptations, Euripides’ Bacchae; Anton Chekhov’s Three Sisters 
(translation); & Eugene O’Neill’s The Emperor Jones. Award-winning 
designer, Set (Innovative Theatre Award/NYC); Light (B. Iden Payne/
ATX). At La MaMa, Great Jones Repertory Member since 1999, Artist-
in-Residence (97-07), present Education Outreach Coordinator for the 
Off Off Broadway history series, Coffeehouse Chronicles. Membership: 
Stage Directors & Choreographers Society; Actors’ Equity Association; 
Dramatist Guild of America; Assistant Professor Queensborough 
Community College/CUNY.

MARIA ELENA ANAYA is a dancer, teacher and choreographer of 
Spanish Dance. Born in Mexico City, began her career in Spanish dance 
at the early age of three. She has performed at the most important 
venues throughout Mexico and since 1994 at La MaMa NY and Spoleto 
in ten seasons. She has been a teacher and choreographer since 1995 
at the National Dance School of the Fine Arts Institute of Mexico.

RICHARD COHEN specializes in woodwind instruments, and 
keyboard. He has composed music for his original show “A Full Blown 
Blast” and “Paraskevidekatriaphobia (Fear of Friday the 13th). Also 
opera “La Ribalta”. He composed for Theater For A New Audience, “A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream”. He was a member of the Peter Brook 
International Theatrical Research Co. where he first met Liz Swados, a 
lasting influence for so many people. At La MaMa he was a member of 
the ETC Co (“Carmilla”, “Renard”, others); and Great Jones Rep. (“Greek 
Trilogy”). He did productions of Shakespeare for the Public Theater, 
also “Mother Courage” both with music by Bill Elliot. He performed in 
“The Cherry Orchard” music by Liz Swados directed by Andrei Serban 
at the Vivian Beaumont Theater at Lincoln Center. He was a member of 
Steve Reich and Musicians and recorded the now historic and seminal 
album “Music For 13 Musicians”. Also such Broadway shows as Pirates 
of Penzance, Sweeney Todd, Annie. PBS Great Performances of “Crazy 
For You”. 

GEORGE DRANCE at La MaMa and in Great Jones since 1996. Over 
fifteen shows with Ellen Stewart, and more than twenty with Liz 
Swados. Member of the Trojan Women Project team. Artistic Director 
Magis Theatre (magistheatre.org) presenting Shakuntala, *mark, 
and Calderon’s Two Dreams at La MaMa. Other credits include The 
Public/NYSF, ART, Metropolitan Opera, and The Daily Show. Artist-in-
Residence at Fordham Universtiy Lincoln Center. (georgedrance.com)



MAUREEN FLEMING is renowned for her original form of visual theater. 
With the discipline of a classicist and the imagination of an iconoclast 
Fleming connects cultures and art forms in an interdisciplinary 
celebration of femininity and the universality of the soul’s journey. A 
Fulbright Scholar to Ireland, S. Korea, Colombia and Latvia, her solo 
and group works have toured spanning five continents including the 
Spoleto Festival in Italy, FILO Festival Brazil, Performing America’s Tour 
Colombia, Argentina and Uruguay, the O’ Shaughnessy Women of 
Substance Series in St. Paul, Jacob’s Pillow Festival, Emerson Majestic 
and Institute of Contemporary Art in Boston and NY City Center 
Fall for Dance Festival. “She appeared to transcend the material 
world and enter the realm of pure spirit...wondrous choreographic 
metamorphosis.” ~The New York Times 

CARY GANT has been a proud member of GJRC since 2001. shows 
incl: Seven Against Thebes, Oedipus, Antigone, Medea, Hercules, The 
Raven, Poseidon,Trojan Woman, Asclepius among others. Happy 
100th celestial birthday Mama Oracle. Luv always. 

ALLISON HIROTO is pleased to be with her La MaMa family to celebrate 
Ellen. In addition to performing with the Great Jones Rep in New York 
and abroad, Allison is also an award winning voice over artist. She has 
performed with other resident La MaMa companies including Loco7 
Dance Puppet Theatre and Yara Arts Group and co-curated a series of 
events at La MaMa to honor Japanese-Americans incarcerated during 
WWII. La MaMa holds a special place in her heart, and with immense 
gratitude, “Thank you, Ellen, for your wisdom, energy, and love!” 

VÍT HOŘEJŠ director, puppeteer and author, came to New York in 1979 
and toured t he world with Ta Fantastika Black Light Theatre during 
the ‘80s. In 1984, Vít found a treasure trove of 69 marionettes, aged 
80 to 180, at Jan Hus Church in Manhattan. He founded Czechoslovak-
American Marionette Theatre in 1990. Vít has translated, written, 
adapted and directed a dozen plays for CAMT, now a resident company 
at La MaMa. On screen, he was Krojack in Woody Allen’s Don’t Drink 
the Water. Published works include Twelve Iron Sandals (Prentice-Hall, 
1985), Pig and Bear (Four Winds/Macmillan, 1989, Dutch translation, 
1990). Thank you Ellen, it was a privilege to work with you.

ONNI JOHNSON did her first show at La MaMa in 1973 and is an 
original member of the Great Jones Repertory Company. She is now 
director of the Trojan Women Project and very much looking forward 
to the Trojan Women Project Festival at La MaMa (December 5-15, 
2019) when artists from Guatemala, Cambodia and Kosovo will join 
GJR for performances, workshops, discussions.......Don’t miss it!



OHAD KAPUYA is an Israeli born upright and electric bass player. Ohad 
started playing instruments at the age of 5 when he asked his parents 
to play the violin, And changed several instruments before settling on 
bass. Ohad has been in music programs starting junior high, where 
he first got experience in playing bass in ensemble, carrying through 
high school with the music program set in collaboration between 
Rimon school of music and “tichon hadash herzeliya” run by drummer 
and vocalist Iris Portugaly. He continued his musical education in CJS, 
a conservatory with a program in collaboration with the New School 
of Jazz for two years, where he studied with bassists Gilad Abro and 
Avri Borochov, and then got a scholarship to the New School where 
he currently studies with teachers such as Buster Williams, Reggie 
Workman and more.

STEPHAN W KOLBERT is thrilled to be celebrating Ellen for her 
100th. His work with her and Great Jones Rep in the early 2000s are 
cherished memories for him. He is grateful to have been introduced 
to this amazing group of people.

TOM LEE is a puppet artist, designer and director. Mr. Lee began his 
career at La MaMa Experimental Theatre in New York and studied 
traditional puppetry in Japan as an NEA/TCG fellow. In Japan, he met 
Koryu Nishikawa V, fifth generation master of the kuruma ningyō 
(cart puppetry) tradition. Lee and Nishikawa collaborated on Shank’s 
Mare, fusing kuruma ningyō with Western puppetry techniques and 
technology. Shank’s Mr. Lee creates his own original puppet theatre 
works, including Ko’olau, Shank’s Mare and place (no) place, which have 
received support from the Jim Henson Foundation. Tom appeared in 
the Tony-award winning Broadway production of War Horse, and has 
performed in Petrusha and Le Grande Macabre (NY Philharmonic), 
La Divina Caricartura (Lee Breuer/ La MaMa) and Hiroshima Maiden 
and Disfarmer (Dan Hurlin). He is a principal puppeteer in Madama 
Butterfly at the Metropolitan Opera. Tom Lee is co-director of the 
Chicago Puppet Studio with Blair Thomas. www.tomleeprojects.com

HARRY MANN was a member of Sam Shepard’s performance 
ensemble for four years at the Magic Theater in San Francisco. 
Performing in Angel City, Inacoma, Suicide in B Flat and Tongues/
Savage Love. Mann is a theater musician who has composed and 
performed with music artists: Ray Charles, Cecil Taylor, Butch Morris; 
theater innovators: Sam Shepard, Joe Chaikin, Ann Bogart, the Talking 
Band; puppeteers: Ralph Lee, and Janie Geiser; choreographers: 
Eva Dean, Ann Hammel, Wendy Osserman, and the Dance Theatre 
of Toronto. He is the co-leader of the jazz duo Gorilla My Love, with 
Neal Kirkwood; and performance duo Micro Stories, with actress Clea 
Rivera.



VALOIS MARIE MICKENS, born and raised in Washington D.C., studied 
fine art at Parsons School of Design and graduated from Marymount 
Manhattan College. She has been a member of Great Jones Rep. Since 
its inception in the 70’s, creating roles such ad Cassandra in “Trojan 
Women”, Chrisothemis in “Electra”, and doing a turn as the Nurse in 
“Medea”. “I thank God for Ellen, enabling me get an apartment and 
being able to take my son with me on the many tours around the 
world. WHAT AN EDUCATION!!!” 

HEATHER PAAUWE is a versatile musician who performs classical and 
historically-informed music. She performs regularly at Lincoln Center, 
Carnegie Hall, Madison Square Garden, and Royal Albert Hall. Also 
active in theater and dance, Heather backs artists in Europe and Asia 
with her compositions and improvisations. She is eternally grateful 
to Mama Ellen Stewart who gave her and other artists a home at La 
MaMa Theater and taught her to fly.

eugene the poogene was an astronaut before he was a performer 
and was instrumental in the setting up of space station STS-111 
(along with other members of Expedition Three), now famous for 
their work on the Biomass Production System. In his spare time, 
he likes to sit in the dark and repeat the word “larvae”. eugene the 
poogene loves Ellen Stewart, all of his beautiful friends, family, 
directors, teachers so much it’s sick.  approach every stranger with 
compassion- we all have more in common than we do differences.  
thanks to motes, lamams, and my great jones fam whom without i 
am just a piece of poo stuck to the hair on my dogs butt”

RAFAEL ALFONSO QUIÑONES, also known as Benjamin Marcantoni, 
is a dramatic countertenor, singing actor, vocal technician, professor, 
teacher, composer, musical director and songwriter who found a 
home in the 90’s at La MaMa E.T.C. under the loving embrace of 
the Great Jones Rep. Co. and Ellen Stewart’s fierce patronage. These 
days he teaches privately in Berkeley, CA and is a regular singer 
at St. Mary’s Cathedral,principal church of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of San Francisco, where he just gave a concert last 
month with organist Jin Kyung Lim. 



FEDERICO RESTREPO was born in Bogotá, Colombia and founded his 
company, Loco7, at La MaMa in 1986 to expand the use of puppetry 
in dance theater. With Loco7 he has created over seventeen original 
productions, acting as creator, director and designer. As a performer 
Mr. Restrepo appeared at La MaMa as a member of the Great Jones 
Repertory Company in Ellen Stewart’s The Raven, Asclepius, Herakles 
Via Phaedra, Perseus, Antigone, Mythos Oedipus, Dionysus Fillus 
Dei, Monk and The Hangman’s Daughter, Seven Against Thebes an d 
Draupai. He is a a resident choreographer, director, puppet designer, 
and performer of La MaMa. As a choreographer his credits include 
all Loco7 productions and Souls Acending, Everything is Different, 
Counting Coup; El Alquimista; Un Arco Iris de Navidad; Homage to 
Garcia Lorca at his 100thbirthday; Desvarios; Ilusiones of a Magician; 
Declaracion de Amor a Bogota, Integrating the Arts Show; Quixote 
o la Maquina del Disparate; Lili Blue y sus Hermanos. He recently 
received two NYSCA Individual Artist Grants in light design for New 
Stage Theatre. He has designed lights for productions in NYC as well 
as abroad. www.loco7.org

BILL RUYLE has been a percussionist/composer/collaborator in NYC 
and abroad for over forty years. He has played in the ensembles of 
Peter Zummo, Jon Gibson, Peter Gordon, Bill Obrecht, Scott Johnson, 
Steve Elson, Bob Een, Phillip Jonston, “Blue” Gene Tyranny, Bob Een, 
Naaz Hosseini, The Feetwarmers, The Manhattan Marimba Quartet, 
Last Forever with Dick Connette and Sonya Cohen, Newband, The 
Hudson Valley Philharmonic, Bear 54 and Mitra Sumara. He played 
hammered dulcimer and percussion for the Broadway show 
Spiderman: Turn off the Dark among many other fine projects. He 
was one of the original musicians for the La MaMa production of The 
Trojan Women in 1974 and is currently working on the production of 
The Trojan Women Festival coming to La MaMa in December 2019. 

JANE CATHERINE SHAW is a member of the Lincoln Center Directors 
Lab, and graduated on the Dean’s List with an MFA in Directing from 
Brooklyn College. She is curator of La MaMa’s Puppet Slam. Ms. Shaw 
was puppetry co-director and master pup peteer for Mabou Mines’ 
Peter And Wendy and built and directed the puppetry sequence for 
Lee Breuers’ Dollhouse. She often worked with Ellen Stewart to re-
create costumes from historic La MaMa shows from the 60’s and 70’s. 
Ms. Shaw was nominated for a 2014 New York Innovative Theatre 
Award for her work with Theodora Skipitares on The Chairs. She 
creates and directs her own work for puppet theatre, many of which 
premiered at La MaMa. She has worked with Theodora Skipitares 
since they met in 1 989, helping to build her shows and puppets, 
and puppeteering in many of her productions. She is a member of 
the La MaMa Kids Committee, helping to grow sophisticated, age 
appropriate theatrical work, and workshops for young audiences.



SHIGEKO SARA SUGA is a member of The Great Jones Repertory 
since 1989 has appeared in over 140 theatrical productions 
internationally and nationally. She has also directed her own Butoh-
Flamenco shows in the past. Recent credits include: NEWS FROM 
FUKUSHIMA documentary at New Vision International Film Festival 
in Amsterdam (Sept 2019) as well as Berkeley Video & Film Festival 
(Nov 2019), THE YEAR OF OX, KEEP WARM, FRESH AIR (Boston Film 
Festival, April 2019), TOURISTS OF LIMBO and a few other short SAG 
films as principal. www.shigekosuga.com 

MICHAEL SIROTTA has performed and composed music for La 
MaMa productions in New York and on tour for 38 years. He was Ellen 
Stewart’s musical director for shows she created from 1984 until her 
death in 2011 including JERUSALEM, MYTHOS OEDIPUS, ANOTHER 
PHAEDRA VIA HERCULES, THE MONK AND THE HANGMAN’S 
DAUGHTER, DIONYSUS FILIUS DEI, SEVEN AGAINST THEBES, PABO 
& RUISA, QUEEN SETSU, AENEAS, ANTIGONE, PERSEUS, HERAKLES 
VIA PHAEDRA, AESCLEPIUS, Il CORVO (The Raven) and DIANA. 
More recently, he composed and directed the music for the Great 
Jones Repertory Company’s production of Palo Pasolini’s PYLADE. 
Mr. Sirotta was musical director for the 1985 Washington, D.C. 
production of Elizabeth Swados’ THE BEAUTIFUL LADY, which won 
the first annual Helen Hayes Award for Outstanding New Play that 
year and is to be revived this coming Spring at La MaMa.

YUKIO TSUJI (Composer, Shakuhachi player, Percussionist) He has 
been working as a composer and as a performer for more than 200 
productions over the years. He worked with Estelle Parsons, Ellen 
Stewart, the late Jerome Robins, Julie Taymor, Sir Peter Hall, the late 
John Dexter, Andrei Serban, Elizabeth Swados and many other major 
theater directors. He has been the house composer/musician at La 
MaMa ETC for over twenty five years and he performed on Ellen 
Stewart’s famous “MEDEA” ,”ELECTRA” “TROJAN WOMEN” “SEVEN” 
and countless numbers of productions since 1980. He composed 
more than twenty five hours of music for Kei Takei’s “Moving Earth” 
Dance Company alone. He composed and performed on Broadway 
production “ SALOME “ with Al Pacino, directed by Estelle Parsons. Co-
arranged and performed on Broadway Production “M.BUTERFLY”, 
composed and performed on the title music of the movie “ YEAR 
OF THE DRAGON”. “TRANSPOSED HEAD” directed by Julie Taymor, 
9 Acts Production “ TANTALAS “ directed by Sir Peter Hall with Royal 
Shakespeare Company. “WATERMIL” Directed by Jerome Robins 
with New York City Ballet. “Window of The City” of Shanghai Expo. 
And he is a member of New York based group “SaraGalas Band” 
with Sara Galassini. 



MIA YOO became La MaMa’s Artistic Director in 2009.  La MaMa’s 
founder, Ellen Stewart, mentored Mia as an arts leader under the 
auspices of Theatre Communications Group’s New Generations 
Future Leaders Program, cooperatively designed by the Doris Duke 
Charitable Foundation and the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.  Mia 
assisted Ellen for over twenty years and has been a member of 
the Great Jones Repertory Company since 1996.  As a member of 
the Great Jones Rep, Mia has performed in many shows, including 
Fragments of a Greek Trilogy and Mythos Oedipus. She also acted in 
Andrei Serban’s Pericles at the American Repertory Theatre, and in 
the Royal Shakespeare Company’s Tantalus. In 2006, along with Nicky 
Paraiso, Mia created the La MaMa Moves! dance festival.

NAAMA ZARFATY Animation director and Animator, originally from 
Tel Aviv, now based in Berlin. “When I was 15 yearsold, Ellen Stewart 
put a paint brush in my hand cause my singing was too bad for 
participating in the Spoleto show. She asked me to paint her some 
flowers, and I keep on doing so ever since.I animate stuff! Check out 
my web www.zarfatynaama.com or @__naamaza__

GREAT JONES REPERTORY COMPANY is an Obie-winning company 
known for their experimental productions of Greek tragedy that 
employ classical elements, unique visual, design and performance 
styles, world music, and movement. Started in 1972 by Ellen 
Stewart, Andrei Serban, and Elizabeth Swados, Great Jones Rep is 
an intergenerational, culturally-diverse ensemble of artists, actors, 
designers, and musicians whose works such as Antigone, Seven 
Against Thebes, Mythos Oedipus, Fragments of a Greek Trilogy and 
most recently Pylade, remain a significant part of La MaMa’s history.

ROD RODGERS DANCE COMPANY (RRDC) came into existence 
during the 1960’s when many artists were called upon to create 
works that reflected newly positive community consciousness. It 
began with the late Founding Director Rod Rodgers’ belief that dance 
images reflecting truths about human experience have the unique 
ability to touch people on a primal level of “feeling identity”. The 
company’s repertoire, featuring works created by Mr. Rodgers and 
company Artistic Director Kim Grier-Martinez since his passing as 
well as Guest Artists, encompasses experimental works, celebrative 
jazz ballets, Dance Theater as dramatic social commentary, and an 
acclaimed signature series of contemporary Rhythmdances that have 
been recognized as being unique in the modern dance field. Often 
featuring dance works inspired by Black experience, but always with 
a multi-racial ensemble. The company offers comprehensive training 
at their studios with classes in a variety of techniques and styles at 
their 62 E. 4th St. building on the on the same block with Ellen Stewart 
Theatre. 



The company’s home base for 30+ years is now is where Mr. Rod Rodgers 
met Ellen Stewart. The company had several collaborations with La 
Mama including the well known and celebrated Premiere of “Quest” a 
dance tribute to Malcolm X in the 1990’s. www.rodrodgersdance.org

Founding Director: Rod Rodgers; Artistic Director: Kim Grier Martinez; 
Executive Director: Jason Rodgers; General Manager: Rachel Lubell; 
Lighting & Technical Director: Ulric O’Flaherty

Coffeehouse Chronicles is an educational performance series 
exploring the history and development of Off-Off Broadway from 
its inception within the Village “Coffeehouse Theatres” of the 1960s 
through today. Part artist portrait, part creative event, part history 
lesson, part community forum, it is our mission to provide a home, as 
did our founder Ellen Stewart, for personal and intimate engagement 
with art. Since 2005, La MaMa has presented more than 150 
Coffeehouse Chronicles, building on our mission to provide a home 
for personal engagement with art. Coffeehouse Chronicles are held 
on one Saturday each month (September through June).

This program is supported, in part, by public funds from the New York 
City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the city council.



La MaMa’s historic, landmark building at 74 East 4th Street is undergoing an urgently needed 
complete renovation and restoration to preserve the historic façade, create building-wide ADA 
accessibility, and provide much needed performance, exhibition and community space for 
decades to come.
 
La MaMa, founded by Ellen Stewart in 1961, has been on east 4th Street since 1967. La MaMa 
embraces every person in its community and is legendary as the place where new artists of all 
nations, cultures, races, and identities are given opportunities. It is the place where art begins. 
 
To learn more about the renovation, or to make a donation please visit www.lamama.org/
remakeaworld

RESTORE A BUILDING 
REMAKE A WORLD

LA MAMA

Rendering: 74 East 4th St.



La MaMa Staff
Armando Arias
Building Superintendent

Hao Bai
Resident Audio Visual 
Designer

William Electric Black
Poetry Electric Director 

David Bonilla
Technician 

Marc Bovino
Graphic Design

Michael Boyd
La Galleria

Clayton Briggs
Front of House Staff

Carlos Cardona
Photographer/Videographer

Allison Chomet
Archive Metadata/Digitization

Theo Cote
Photographer/Videographer 

David Diamond
La MaMa Umbria Coordinator

Gilberto Diaz
Front of House Staff

Kaori Fujiyabu
Deputy Director of 
Development

Mary Fulham
Managing Director

Michal Gamily
Coffeehouse Chronicles 
Director
 
Merry Geng
47 Great Jones Reception
 
Sophie Glidden-Lyon
Archive Digital and Special 
Projects Manager

Luis Grande
Front of House Staff 

Denise Greber
Puppet Series Director,
Marketing Manager,
International Relations

Yael Haskal
Development Associate
 
Chris Ignacio
Box Office Asst. Manager

Marielle Iliazoski
Technician

Joyce M. Isabelle, CFRE
Development Director

John Issendorf
Director of Audience 
Development

Ryan Leach
Social Media Marketing 
Associate

Andrés López-Alicea 
Front of House Staff

Jun Maeda
Resident Set Designer

Kenneth Martin
Operations

Juan Merchan
Lighting Supervisor

Valois Mickens
Front of House Staff

Matt Nasser
Experiments Reading Series 
Coordinator
 
Palante Technology 
Cooperative
IT Support

Nicky Paraiso
Programming Director-The Club
La MaMa Moves! Curator

Kate Philipson
Archive Metadata/Digitization
 
Beverly Petty
Producing Director  

Pearse Redmond
Front of House Supervisor

Molly Reisman
Front of House Staff

Federico Restrepo
Puppet Series Producing 
Director

Jack Reynolds
Assistant Technical Director

Giacomo Rocchini
Carpenter

Ozzie Rodriguez
Director Of Archive

Matt Ross Media
Press Representative

Kiku Sakai
Resident Artistic Associate

Tim Schellenbaum
Resident Sound Designer

Jane Catherine Shaw
Front of House Staff

Melissa Slattery
Accounts Manager

Shigeko Suga
Archive/Resident Artistic 
Associate

Amy Surratt
Producing Associate

Mark Tambella
Technical Director

Gregory Toulios
47 Great Jones Porter

Martin Valdez
Building Superintendent 
Asst.

Linda van Egmond
Intern

Mia Yoo
Artistic Director



La MaMa  
58th Season Sponsors:  
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and The Howard Gilman Foundation

 

Public support provided by: 
National Endowment for the Arts; National Historical Publications and Records 
Commission; New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, in partnership with the City 
Council, with special thanks to City Council  Speaker Corey Johnson and Council Members 
Margaret Chin, Daniel Dromm, and Carlina Rivera; Office of the Manhattan Borough 
President, Gale Brewer; New York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor 
Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature. 

July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019 
LA MAMA GRATEFULLY  
ACKNOWLEDGES THE  
GENEROUS SUPPORT OF:  
 
$100,000+ 
The Andrew W. Mellon 
    Foundation 
Anonymous  
Booth Ferris Foundation 
Ford Foundation 
John Fulham 
Howard Gilman Foundation 
New York City Department of   
     Cultural Affairs 

$50,000-$99,999 
Donald Capoccia &  
    Tommie Pegues  
The Harold and Mimi Steinberg        	
    Charitable Trust 
Julie & Bayard Henry 
Mary Rosie Richard Memorial 
Fund National Historical 
Publications and  
    Records Commission 
New York State Council  
    on the Arts  

$50,000-$99,999  (cont.) 
Lise Olney & Timothy W. Fulham 
The Shubert Foundation 
Trust for Mutual Understanding 

 $25,000-$49,999 
Frank Carucci & David Diamond 
Marta Heflin Foundation 
Cheryl L. Henson 
Wendy vanden Heuvel/ 
   JKW Foundation  
Patricia Machado & Jeffrey       
    Neuman / The Sequoia    	           	
    Foundation for Achievement  
    in the Arts & Education 
Steven B. Malkenson 
MAP Fund 
Mertz Gilmore Foundation 
National Endowment for the Arts 
Open Society Foundations  
Sonya H. Soutus 
Candice & Joel Zwick

$10,000-$24,999 
The Achelis and Bodman 
    Foundations 
Jody & John Arnhold 
Beijing Contemporary  
    Art Foundation  

$10,000-$24,999  (cont.) 
William M. Carey/ 
    Cortland Associates, Inc. 
Con Edison 
Consulate General of the    	    	
    Netherlands in New York 
The Fan Fox and Leslie R.    		
    Samuels Foundation 
The Gladys Krieble Delmas 
    Foundation 
Robert Goldberg Yorke    	      	
    Construction Corporation 
Kenji Ima 
The Jerome Robbins Foundation 
The Jim Henson Foundation 
The Spingold Foundation 
Deborah Tolman & Luis Ubiñas 
Joy Tomchin

$5,000-$9,999 
Scott Asen/ The Asen  	   	
    Foundation  
Eugene “the Poogene” Chai 
The Curtis W. McGraw 
Foundation  
Ruth Epstein & Richard Pinner 
Karen Hauser & Warren Leight  
van Itallie Foundation 
The Jane Henson Foundation 

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES ART HAPPEN 
La MaMa is deeply grateful to all of our friends and supporters, whose generosity 
provides vital resources to our artists and diverse  programming to our audiences. You 
can donate online at lamama.org or send a check to La MaMa at 66 East 4th Street, New 
York, NY 10003. 



$5,000-$9,999 (cont.) 
Matthew J. Reynolds 
New York Landmarks   	  	
    Conservancy  
Wynn J. Salisch 
Marc Shaiman 
Sundance Institute 
Erik Sussman 
United Federation of Teachers  
The William & Eva Fox    	       	
    Foundation/Theatre   
    Communications Group  
Scott Wittman

$2,500-$4,999 
Liz Armstrong 
Marina Arsenijevic &  
    Donald Bronn  
Axe-Houghton Foundation 
Winsome Brown 
Jeanne Donovan Fisher 
Laurie Goldberger &  
    Leslie Kogod  
Jeffrey Haley 
Matthew Hall / Goldstein  
    Hall PLLC  
The Harkness Foundation  
    for Dance  
Buck Henry Charitable Fund 
Eliot S. Hubbard 
Gail & Eli Lederman 
Peter McKillop 
James E. Reynolds 
Brenda & Peter Swords 
Darren Sussman 
 
$1,000-2,499 
Elizabeth Seamans / The   	       	
    Anchor Fund of The  
    Pittsburgh Foundation  
Benchmark Title Agency, LLC 
Michael Benzi/  
    Federated National Land 
Angela & Michael Errico 
Teresa & Olivier Evering 
Elise Frick & John A. Garraty, Jr. 
Jill Hanekamp 
H.B. Henson/ The Puppet  
    Slam Network 
Gerald Herman 
Mikiko Ino 
The John Golden Fund 
David Goldstein 
Neil LaBute 
The Lambs Foundation 
Lawryn LaCroix/ 
    Pinkhouse Productions  
Sarah & Seth Lederman 
Lucille Lortel Foundation 
Gregg C. McCarty 
 

$1,000-2,499 (cont.) 
Daryl & Michael Moss 
Moira Smith/M&T Bank 
Mary Mullin 
Charles Parente/ 
    Parente Development LLC 
Margaret H. Parker 
Polly Parker & Damon Smith 
Estelle Parsons &  
    Peter Zimroth  
Jamie & Mark Pollack/  
    Electro-Miniatures Corp. 
Dale Ponikvar 
Michael Pressel/ 
    RPO Incorporated 
Susan Yonaoshi Quimby 
John Rhodes 
Jon Ritter/The 1848 Foundation 
Joan A. Rose 
Arleen Sorkin & Chris Lloyd 
Eric Usinger/ 
    Emmet Marvin Martin LLP 
Barbara Whitman 
Christine L. Pennoyer/The 
William C. Bullitt Foundation 
Thomas Young

Thank you to for your  
matching gifts: 
The Coca-Cola Company, 
the Doris Duke Charitable 
Foundation, and Google. 

In kind support generously 
provided by  
44º North Vodka, Heights 
Chateau, Ann Kayman/New 
York Grant Company, Long 
Trail Brewery, Pat Lynch/
Patricia Lynch Associates 
Inc., and NYC Department of 
Cultural Affairs Materials for 
the Arts, and Ostroff Associates 
Inc.. Legal services generously 
provided by Goldstein Hall 
PLLC.

 

Board Of  
Directors 

Frank Carucci
President 
Joan Rose
Vice President 
Donald A. Capoccia
Treasurer 
Richard Pinner
Secretary
 
Byung Koo Ahn
Eugene Chai
Jane Friedman
Mary Fulham
Timothy W. Fulham
Jeff Haley
Jill Hanekamp
Matthew Hall
Sarah Lederman
Steven B. Malkenson 
Wynn J. Salisch
Luis A. Ubiñas
Scott Wittman
Mia Yoo
Joel Zwick

Advisory  
Board  

André De Shields
Michael A. Fink
Gretchen Green
Peter Swords



To receive information regarding upcoming events at  
La MaMa or to make a donation,  please go to lamama.org

 
La MaMa, 66 East 4th St., New York, NY  10003

If You Like It, Share It
We want to hear from YOU! 

Search Facebook.com:
La MaMa Experimental Theatre Club

 

Follow us on twitter @LAMAMAETC
Follow us on Instagram @LAMAMAETC 

FOR TICKETS
Visit lamama.org Or Call 212-352-3101

NOW PLAYING 

Hoppla, We’re Alive!
November 7 - 10, 2019 
Ellen Stewart Theatre

The Bad’uns:  
Clown Acts of Contagion 

November 7 -17, 2019 
The Downstairs 

Virgo Stars
Nov 14 - Dec 1, 2019 

The Downstairs

La MaMa Puppet Slam
November 15 - 16, 2019 

The Downstairs

La MaMa Kids 
Clown Workshop

November 16, 2019
The Downstairs

COMING SOON

The Dark Star From Harlem:  
The Spectacular Rise of 

Josephine Baker
Nov 21 - Dec 1, 2019 
Ellen Stewart Theatre 

Other Than We
Nov 21 - Dec 1, 2019 

The Downstairs

Experiments Play Reading Series 
Speech Therapy

November 25, 2019
La Galleria

47 Great Jones 

The Trojan Women 
Project Festival 

December 5 - 15, 2019 
Ellen Stewart Theatre 


