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EXPERIMENTAL THEATRE CLUB
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POETRY ELECTRIC:
REFLECTIONS OF HISTORY

Poetry Electric Directed by William Electric Black
Event Curated by Levern Williams

Part of the
400 Years of Inequity and Protest
Events at La MaMa

Ellen Stewart Theatre
66 East 4th Street, NYC, 10003
October 14, 2019



Poetry Electric:
Reflections of History

Levern Williams will team with SENIORS representing the
boroughs of Manhattan and Brooklyn, through songs of
struggle and poems, spoken words of Langston Hughes. The
special evening will celebrate the African Americans’ struggle
in America over the past 400 years, yet our existence exceeds
400 years. We invite all seniors, families, clergy, politicians and
leaders to join us!

Curated by
Levern Williams

Featuring
Dr. Melissa Freeman
Joe Dell Hutcheson

Poetry Electric fuses music, movement, sound, and dance
with the spoken word and presents artists working in a
wide range of styles including beatboxing, jazz and hip-

hop theatre. This series has presented over 200 emerging

poets from diverse cultural backgrounds. Poetry Electric is
presented monthly at La MaMa.

Curated and Directed by Willam Electric Black



Levern Williams, known as Levern “the Entertainer” Williams, a
versatile performing artist/Jazz stylist; has been compared to Nat King
Cole. Levern flaunts a unique, exuberant style that is undoubtedly his
own which energizes and captures his audience. As a humanitarian,
Levern finds time to develop and instruct creative arts programs to
New York City seniors and youth by using creative arts as alternative
education. Levern continues to dedicate time, towards his first love,
performing songs by the great balladers of Jazz. Levern often found his
way to the clubs of Harlem, where his exposure to the music of Nat King
Cole, Johnny Hartman and Lou Rawls started. During his college years
Levern worked with Madame Leon Tyne Price & Leonard Bernstein, at
the Metropolitan Opera House, as well as, the late Dr. Billy Taylor one
of the founders of the Jazzmobile. Additionally, making his Broadway
debut with Ms. Katheline Battle at the Palace Theater in New York City.
Levern's performance repertoire includes: appearances at Symphony
Space ThaliaTheater NYC, Jazz at the Crypt Church of the Intercession
NYC, Cleopatra’'s Needle-NYC, St.Stephen’s United Methodist Church
(Wednesday noon time Jazz & the Word), Londel's Restaurant and
super Club-NYC and La MaMa; and, toured internationally with stops
in Western Africa (inter-continental Hotels); Paris, France (Inter-
continental Hotels); South America, México, Panama and Brazil.

Dr. Melissa M. Freeman is a 93-year-old medical doctor who is on
the front lines in the fight against the opioid epidemic. Freeman
finished medical school in 1955 and has practiced medicine since
1961. The Bronx native is also the granddaughter of a slave in Virginia.
Her maternal grandfather, Albert B. Walker, was separated from his
mother at the age of 7. When the Emancipation Proclamation was
signed, he was told he could return to his mother. Her grandfather
later moved north to New York City, where Dr. Freeman’s parents
eventually bought the home she where grew up in the Willamsbridge
section of the Bronx.

Joe Dell Hutcheson is an American singer, actress, model and dancer
who has appeared in numerous productions within the United States
and abroad. Two of the most noted productions were, In the Mood
with LeVern and Joe and Langston Hughes Montage, a two man show
performed with LeVern Williams. Ms. Hutcheson has also performed
in various presentations On and Off Broadway throughout the years.
Answering the call from God she became the Founder/Director of
Praise Movement Dance Dramatization, which has impacted many
lives through the ministry of dance. Ms. Hutcheson believes through it
all ministering for God’s honor and glory to this dying and lost world is
the most important gift.



LA MAMA

RESTORE A BUILDING
REMAKE A WORLD

Rendering: 74 East 4th St.

La MaMa'’s historic, landmark building at 74 East 4th Street is undergoing an urgently needed
complete renovation and restoration to preserve the historic facade, create building-wide ADA
accessibility, and provide much needed performance, exhibition and community space for
decades to come.

La MaMa, founded by Ellen Stewart in 1961, has been on east 4th Street since 1967. La MaMa
embraces every person in its community and is legendary as the place where new artists of all
nations, cultures, races, and identities are given opportunities. It is the place where art begins.

To learn more about the renovation, or to make a donation please visit www.lamama.org/
remakeaworld
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58TH SEASON SPONSORS:
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and The Howard Gilman Foundation

THE
HOWARD GILMAN
FOUNDATION

ANDREW W.
FOUNDATION
PUBLIC SUPPORT PROVIDED BY:
National Endowment for the Arts; National Historical Publications and Records
Commission; New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, in partnership with the City
Council, with special thanks to City Council Speaker Corey Johnson and Council Members
Margaret Chin, Daniel Dromm, and Carlina Rivera; Office of the Manhattan Borough
President, Gale Brewer; New York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor

Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature.

ART WORKS. ffairs

arts.gov

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES ART HAPPEN
La MaMa is deeply grateful to all of our friends and supporters, whose generosity
provides vital resources to our artists and diverse programming to our audiences. You
can donate online at lamama.org or send a check to La MaMa at 66 East 4th Street, New

York, NY 10003.

July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019
LA MAMA GRATEFULLY
ACKNOWLEDGES THE
GENEROUS SUPPORT OF:

$100,000+

The Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation

Anonymous
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Ford Foundation

John Fulham
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$5,000-$9,999 (cont.)
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H.B. Henson/ The Puppet
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Thank you to for your
matching gifts:

The Coca-Cola Company,
the Doris Duke Charitable
Foundation, and Google.

In kind support generously
provided by

44° North Vodka, Heights
Chateau, Ann Kayman/New
York Grant Company, Long
Trail Brewery, Pat Lynch/
Patricia Lynch Associates

Inc., and NYC Department of
Cultural Affairs Materials for
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Inc.. Legal services generously
provided by Goldstein Hall
PLLC.
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To receive information regarding upcoming events at
La MaMa or to make a donation, please go to lamama.org

La MaMa, 66 East 4t St., New York, NY 10003

If You Like It, Share It
We want to hear from YOU!

SEArRcH FACEBOOK.coOM:
La MaMA ExPerIMENTAL THEATRE CLUB

FoLLow us oN TwiTTER @LAMAMAETC
FoLLow us oN INsTacRAM @LAMAMAETC
FOR TICKETS
VisIT LAMAMA.ORG OR CaALL 212-352-3101

NOW PLAYING

All My Fathers
October 3 - 20, 2019
The Downstairs

La MaMa Kids: Tomte
October 6 - 20, 2019
The Downstairs

Everyday Murder
October 8- 11, 2019
On Street in Front of La MaMa
66 East 4th Street

ReEntry: Actors Playing Jazz
Part of 400 Years
of Inequity and Protest
October 12,2019
Ellen Stewart Theatre

HISTORY/OURSTORY
Part of 400 Years
of Inequity and Protest
October 13, 2019
Ellen Stewart Theatre

COMING SOON

Poetry Electric
Reflections of History
Part of 400 Years
of Inequity and Protest
October 14, 2019
Ellen Stewart Theatre

Casting the Vote:
A Call To A Count
Part of 400 Years
of Inequity and Protest
October 16, 2019
Ellen Stewart Theatre

La MaMa Puppet Slam
October 25 -27, 2019
The Downstairs

Experiments Play Reading:
Suzanne
October 28, 2019
La Galleria
47 Great Jones



