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The Floor is Lava
 

Written by Alex Riad 
Directed by Glory Kadigan

 
Scenic and Costume Design by Izzy Fields

Lighting Design by Kryssy Wright
Sound Design by Jacob Subotnick

Props Design by Lytza R. Colon
Company General Manager Kim Marie Jones

  
Assistant to General Manager/JMAE Rep: Dylan Alexander Kaplan

Assistant Director: Lucia Bellini
Stage Manager: Richard Sommerfield
Press Representative: Jay Michaels

 General Manager’s Assistant/Instagram: Selear Duke

 
Cast:

John DiMino (Sean)
Kailah S. King (Kat)

John Gutierrez (Matt)
Andrew Goebel (Tom)



Alex Riad (Playwright) is a New York based writer originally from 
The San Francisco Bay Area.  He’s The Literary Fellow at The Farm 
Theater, member of The Actor’s Studio Playwright Unit, and was 
recently accepted into the Lila Acheson Wallace American Playwrights 
Program at Juilliard. Theatre Credits: The Floor Is Lava (Farm Theater, 
2017 Planet Connections Festival Best Play), If You Ever Come By Here 
and When You Go (Essential Theatre Group), Standbys (2013 Thespis 
Festival), and Where She Hangs (Rondo Theatre). Film Credits: Scenes 
From The Underground (Feature Film, expected 2019). TV Credits: Co-
Creator and Showrunner for the web series What Am I Doing Here? 
Streaming Online in 2019. Check out his next play, The Wild Parrots Of 
Campbell presented by Now Collective at Cherry Lane in December. 
www.alexriad.com

Glory Kadigan (Director)  founded Planet Connections Theatre Festivity 
and served as The Producing Artistic Director for six seasons.  She is a 
member of the Actors Studio Directing Unit. Alum of Labyrinth Theater 
Company Master Class and Lincoln Center Directors Lab. Alum of the 
La MaMa Umbria Playwriting Symposium and Director Symposium. 
She recently directed: Vivian’s Music 1969 Off-Broadway at 59E59 after 
it’s sold out run at the Edinburgh Fringe, Clover by Erik Ehn at La MaMa, 
Bank by Lucy Thurber (PFAC), Mean Girls by Lyle Kessler (PFAC), and 
Biting The Bullet by Regina Taylor. Upcoming, she is directing The Weak 
and The Strong by Erik Ehn at the Sheen Center in June. Also, Vivian’s 
Music 1969 will re-0pen in DC in July after concluding successful runs 
in East Hampton (Guild Hall) and Connecticut (The Garde Arts Center). 
Ms. Kadigan is a member of the League of Professional Theatre Women 
which works to promote the visibility of women in the arts. 

Izzy Fields (Scenic and Costume Design) Is NYC based; recent New 
York Theatre credits include Bernie And Mikey’s Trip To The Moon at 59 
E 59, POUND at The Lion Theatre; The Oregon Trail, The Wedge Horse, 
At The Table, Breathing Time and The Faire all for Fault Line Theatre 
Company. Amerike The Golden Land, The Golden Bride, Lies My Father 
Told Me and Fyvush Finkel Live! all at National Theatre Folksbiene. 
The Crucible, The Trestle At Pope Lick Creek and The Love Of The 
Nightingale all at Atlantic Theatre Company. A Midsummer Nights Dream 
at Secret Theatre; CONSENT at Roundabout Black Box; American 
Dance Machine at Joyce Theatre; SHIPS at The Wild Project. Winner of 
Outstanding Costume Design from Planet Connections. She is a proud 
member of 829 and 764. Winner of 2017 Outstanding Costume Design 
at Innovative Theatre Awards for her work on Anais Nin Goes To Hell. 
She is a proud member of 829 and 764. www.izzyfieldsdesigns.com



Kryssy Wright (Lighting Design) is a Lighting and Scenic Designer 
living in Brooklyn. Since relocating to Brooklyn she has designed and 
built sets, designed and hung light plots, stage managed, set up audio 
and video systems, production managed, tech directed, and swept 
a lot of floors. While in NYC, Kryssy has worked with The Ensemble 
Studio Theater, Columbia University, INTAR, Noemie LaFrance, PS 
122, Danspace, Abrons Art Center, and many others. Currently Kryssy 
is The Technical Director and Resident Designer of The Theater at the 
14 Street Y. She is an Associate Artist with Third Rail Projects, whom 
with she was awarded a Bessie, Avant Media, and LABA. Her degree is 
from Bennington College.

Jacob Subotnick (Sound Design) is a NYC based Composer and 
Sound Designer who has designed over 100 Off and Off-Off Broadway 
Productions, Selected NYC Theater: The Elephant Man (Nominated 
Outstanding Original Music NYITA 2018); The Ballad Of Rodrigo 
(Nominated Outstanding Original Music NYITA 2015); Virus Attacks 
Heart (Nominated Outstanding Sound Design Planet Connections 
2014), Tulpa Or Anne And Me (Winner: Outstanding Sound Design 
2011). www.jacobsubotnick.com

Lytza R. Colon (Props Design) was born and raised in The South 
Bronx and is a passionate multi-talented visual artist, youth advocate, 
community leader and activist. She was introduced to live theatre in 
2008 and got hooked. In that same year she was invited by Crystal 
Field, Executive Director of Theatre for the New City, to do their award 
winning street theatre summer program as Special Props Master. She 
has been featured in many theaters throughout New York City and The 
New York City Fringe Festival. She works magic with cardboard and a 
noted review says, “Lytza R. Colon couldn’t have been more creative in 
allowing the more classical aspects of great theatre to come into play 
with puppetry of animals, masks and special props” by Andrew Martin, 
nitelifeexchange.com. View her work at www.lytzarcolon.tumblr.com

Kim Marie Jones (General Manager) has over twenty plus years 
of experience as a General Manager, Producer, Assistant Producer, 
Stage Manager, and Lighting Designer. Kim is an alumnae of St. John’s 
University and The American Academy of Dramatic Arts/NY. She is a 
Member of AEA, The Workshop Theatre Company, Theatre Resources 
Unlimited (TRU), and The League of Professional Theatre Women 
(LPTW). Most recent projects include Production Manager/Member of 
GM Team for The 2018 New York New Works (NYNW) Theatre Festival 
at The Acorn Theatre, Theatre Row; Production Manager for American 
Captives: Lena Baker And Sandra Bland Written and Performed by 
Connie Winston at Dixon Place; and Assistant Producer for Till We



Meet Again written by Glory Kadigan and Directed by Tonya Pinkins – 
Presented by Planet Connections and Co- Presented by The 14 Street Y.

Dylan Alexander Kaplan (Assistant to the General Manager and JMAE 
Promo Rep) is excited to be on the creative team for The Floor is Lava! 
Former Producer/Direction includes Inamorata and Selah for The New York 
New Works Theatre Festival last fall. He thanks Kim M. Jones and the 
entire creative team of The Floor is Lava for the opportunity to be a part of 
this amazing project.

Lucia Bellini (Assistant Director) Aka “Lu”, is a Director and Actor for film 
and theatre. Member of Wednesday Repertory Company and NY Madness. 
Lu is proud to have won the award for Outstanding Direction of a Staged 
Reading for Who Mourns For Bob The Goon? At Planet Connections in 
2015. Her collaboration continued assisting Glory Kadigan for Planet 
Connections in 2017 and 2018. Recent credits include Direction of The 
2018 Planet Connections Award Ceremony at The Abrons Arts Center’s 
Play House Theatre.

Jenna R. Lazar (Managing Director of Planet Connections) is a New 
York-based Stage Manager and Production Manager, and has been on 
staff of Planet Connections for seven seasons, first as Technical Director 
and now as Managing Director. Selected Favorites: We Are The Tigers 
(Theatre 80); The Mad Ones (Prospect Theater Company); The Drawer Boy 
(Soho Playhouse); Next To Normal – A Benefit Concert (QOD); Summer 
Shorts (Eight Seasons – 59 E 59); Paint Made Flesh (The Cell); Pete(Her)
Pan (NYTB); The Woolgatherer (Dir. Chazz Palminteri); Order (Dir. Austin 
Pendleton); American Rapture (Dir. Alexander Dinelaris); and Hamlet. 
Proud Member AEA.

Richard Sommerfield (Stage Manager) Off Broadway: Fiddler On The 
Roof In Yiddish, Is Anyone Alive Out There? Other NYC: Fidelio ( Hearbeat 
Opera), Someone Who’ll Watch Over Me, Dead Brains, Showtune Blowout 
With Sam Pinkleton, Michael John’s Dead Babies With Michael John La 
Chiusa. Pace University Stage Management.

Jay Michaels (Press Representative) took the knowledge he acquired as 
a commercial casting director, stage director/producer; Broadway/National 
Tour promotional manager, media and advertising manager; speech writer; 
and television associate producer and founded the boutique PR firm that 
now bears his name. Jay Michaels Arts & Entertainment creates visibility 
for stage and film productions on the East & West coasts. A professor of 
communications, Jay Michaels appears as a guest speaker throughout the 
tri-state area. www.jaymichaelsarts.com



Selear Duke (General Manager’s Assistant and Instagram) is an 
Actress, Painter, Sound Tech and Prop Designer. Selear has been blessed 
to have undertaken a diverse selection of projects where she was able 
to showcase her stage managing skills. These include but not limited to 
Truth, It’s Still All About Womeb, Enough Vo5 For The Universe, Phoebe 
Legere’s Speed Queen, Cyberbabies The Musical, Verzet Amsterdam and 
as part of Harlem 21. She is happy to be part of this project.

Cast:

John DiMino (Sean) graduated NYU Tisch with a BFA in Drama. He 
has been seen in The Shelter’s production of The Red Room and Jan 
Rosenberg’s What’s Wrong With You at Stella Adler. Several readings at 
Actors Studio. Last performed in Rome in Frank Avella’s Lured. Planet 
Connections Nominee for Outstanding Actor 2017.  Thanks to Alex, Glory 
and the entire team. www.johndimino.net  

Kailah S. King (Kat) is a graduate of Lehman College with a BFA in 
Multimedia Performing Arts. Recent credits include Vivian’s Music, 
1969 at 59 E 59 Theaters and Edinburgh Fringe in Scotland. She has 
performed in many plays and staged readings, such as Chosen Child 
(E.A.T. Festival), Last Night And The Night Before (The Labyrinth Theatre), 
web series and short films. Kailah is thrilled to share the stage with such 
great artists. @kaleuhstar

John Gutierrez (Matt) is a multidisciplinary artist originally from 
Washington Heights, a neighborhood in a densely populated island known 
as Manhattan/NYC. Since graduating from NYU Tisch’s Experimental 
Theater Wing with a BFA in Drama he has performed internationally and 
more locally with many directors, choreographers, and companies from 
all over, most recently in This Bridge Called My Ass at The Chocolate 
Factory (NY Times Critics Pick) dir. Miguel Gutierrez and Panorama 
at La MaMa/Under The Radar (NY Times Critics Pick) as part of The 
Great Jones Rep dir. MOTUS. He has also been seen in Nervous/System 
at BAM dir. Andrew Schneider and The Never Before, Never Again 
Festival presenting his own work. John is a recent graduate of The Terry 
Knickerbocker Studio and faculty at Peridance Capezio Center @jmg160

Andrew Goebel (Tom) is grateful for the opportunity to work on 
this amazing script. Previous credits: Diaspora (Manhattan Theatre 
Club); Ragtime, Summertime (Columbia Stages); Beardo (Pipeline 
Theater Company); All’s Well That Ends Well, Troilus and Cressida 
(Pennsylvania Shakespeare Festival). Thank you to my family 
and friends for their constant support. www.andrew-goebel.com 



This production was first presented as a workshop at the Planet 
Connections Theater Festivity produced by The Farm Theater 
Company (Artistic Director Padraic Lillis).  The production was 
directed by Jessica O’Hara Baker and featured the following cast: 
Molly Collier (Kat), John DiMino (Matt), Vin Kridakorn (Sean), and Ian 
Poake (Tom). Our team wants to give a special shout-out to these 
folks for their continued support of the development of this piece. 
You rock!

Special Thanks:  
George Baldwin, Frederick Bowen, Chris Brown, Tracy Carns, 
Frank Carucci, Erik Champney, Peggy Chane, Magaly Colimon, 
David Diamond, Erik Ehn, Angelina Fiordellisi, Stephen Adly Guirgis, 
Brock Hill, John Issendorf, Lyle Kessler, Jim Kierstead, Jenna 
Lazar, Margaret Ladd, Ryan Leach, Sean Lewis, Padraic Lillis, 
Kristen Lowman, Materials For The Arts, Kat Meister, Kathleen 
O’Neill, Sachi Parker, Tonya Pinkins, Jose Rivera, Ozzie Rodriguiz, 
Amy Surratt, David Stallings and the 14th Street Y Theatre, Susan 
Tenney, Andrew Trent, Liz Swados, Theatre For The New City, Mia 
Yoo, Ellen Stewart and The La MaMa Family.

 



La MaMa’s historic, landmark building at 74 East 4th Street is undergoing an urgently needed 
complete renovation and restoration to preserve the historic façade, create building-wide ADA 
accessibility, and provide much needed performance, exhibition and community space for decades 
to come.
 
La MaMa, founded by Ellen Stewart in 1961, has been on east 4th Street since 1967. La MaMa 
embraces every person in its community and is legendary as the place where new artists of all 
nations, cultures, races, and identities are given opportunities. It is the place where art begins. 
 
To learn more about the renovation, or to make a donation please visit www.lamama.org/remakeaworld

RESTORE A BUILDING 
REMAKE A WORLD

LA MAMA

Rendering: 74 East 4th St.



La MaMa Staff
Ian Allen
Marketing Consultant
 
Michael Arian
47 Great Jones Reception 

Armando Arias
Building Superintendent

Hao Bai
Resident Audio Visual 
Technician

William Electric Black
Poetry Electric Director 

David Bonilla
Technician 

Marc Bovino
Graphic Design

Michael Boyd
La Galleria

Clayton Briggs
Front of House Staff

Carlos Cardona
Photographer/Videographer

Allison Chomet
Archive Metadata/Digitization

Theo Cote
Photographer/Videographer

Jackie Denney
Development Associate 

David Diamond
La MaMa Umbria Coordinator

Gilberto Diaz
Front of House Staff

Kaori Fujiyabu
Associate Director of 
Development

Mary Fulham
Managing Director

Michal Gamily
Coffeehouse Chronicles Director

Piotr Gawelko
Carpenter
 

Merry Geng
47 Great Jones Reception 

Sophie Glidden-Lyon
Archive Digital and Special 
Projects Manager

Denise Greber
Puppet Series Director,
Marketing Manager,
International Relations

Luis Grande
Front of House Staff 

Yael Haskal
Development Associate
 
Chris Ignacio
Box Office Asst. Manager

Joyce M. Isabelle, CFRE
Development Director

John Issendorf
Director of Audience Development

Ryan Leach
Social Media Marketing Associate

Andres Lopez 
Front of House Staff

Jun Maeda
Resident Set Designer

Kenneth Martin
Operations

Juan Merchan
Lighting Supervisor

Valois Mickens
Front of House Staff

Matt Nasser
Experiments Reading Series 
Coordinator

Ava Novak
Front of House Staff
 
Palante Technology Cooperative
IT Support

Nicky Paraiso
Programming Director-The Club
La MaMa Moves! Curator

Kate Philipson
Archive Metadata/Digitization  
 
Beverly Petty
Producing Director  
 
Pearse Redmond
Front of House Supervisor

Molly Reisman
Front of House Staff

Federico Restrepo
Puppet Series Producing Director

Jack Reynolds
Assistant Technical Director

Giacomo Rocchini
Carpenter

Ozzie Rodriguez
Director Of Archive

Sam Rudy Media Relations
Press Representative

Kiku Sakai
Resident Artistic Associate

Tim Schellenbaum
Resident Sound Designer

Jane Catherine Shaw
House Manager/Box Office

Melissa Slattery
Accounts Manager

Shigeko Suga
Archive/Resident Artistic Associate

Amy Surratt
Producing Associate

Mark Tambella
Technical Director

Gregory Toulios
47 Great Jones Porter

Martin Valdez
Building Superintendent Asst.

Linda van Egmond
Intern

Mia Yoo
Artistic Director



La MaMa  
57th Season Sponsors:  
Ford Foundation and The Howard Gilman Foundation

 
 

Public support provided by: 
National Endowment for the Arts; National Historical Publications and Records Commission;
The New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council, with 
special thanks to City Council Speaker, Corey Johnson, and Council members, Margaret 
Chin, Daniel Dromm, and Carlina Rivera; Office of the Manhattan Borough President; the 
New York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo, and the 
New York State Legislature. 

$100,000+ 
Anonymous 
Ford Foundation  
Howard Gilman Foundation 
New York City Department 
of Cultural Affairs 

$50,000-$99,999 
The Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation Donald Capoccia/
Great Jones Realty, LLC 
The Harold and Mimi 
Steinberg Charitable Trust 
Julie & Bayard Henry 
Sarah & Seth Lederman 
National Historical 
Publications and Records 
Commission  
New England Foundation for 
the Arts 
New York State Council on 
the Arts 
Helen & Edward Nicoll/The 
Nicoll Family Fund 
The Shubert Foundation

$25,000-$49,999 
Frank Carucci & David Diamond 
City National Bank 
Claudia Doring-Baez  
Kimberly Mariko Ima   
Leslie & Kenji Ima  
Japan Foundation/Performing 
Arts Japan   
Patricia Machado & Jeffrey 
Neuman/The Sequoia 
Foundation for Achievement in 
the Arts & Education   
Marta Heflin Foundation 
Mertz Gilmore Foundation 
National Endowment for the Arts 
Sonya H. Soutus

$10,000-$24,999 
The Achelis and Bodman 
Foundations  
William M. Carey/Cortland 
Associates, Inc.  
Con Edison  
Distracted Globe Foundation  
Ruth Epstein & Richard Pinner  

$10,000-$24,999  (cont.) 
The Fan Fox and Leslie R. 
Samuels Foundation  
The Gladys Krieble Delmas 
Foundation  
Jeff Haley  
The Jerome Robbins 
Foundation 
The Jim Henson Foundation 
Steven B. Malkenson 
The Nature’s Bounty Co. 
NoVo Foundation  
Lise Olney & Tim Fulham  
Lauren & Yoav Roth 
Gretchen Shugart & Jonathan 
Maurer 
The Spingold Foundation 
Darren Sussman 
Candice & Joel Zwick

$5,000-$9,999 
Scott Asen/Asen Foundation 
Eugene “the Poogene” Chai 
Karen Hauser & Warren 
Leight 

FY18 La MaMa Funders List 
La MaMa is deeply grateful to all of our friends and supporters whose generosity provides 
vital resources to our artists and diverse programming to our audiences. You can donate 
online at Lamama.org or send a check to La MaMa at 66 East 4th Street, New York, NY 
10003. 



$5,000-$9,999 (cont.) 
Cheryl L. Henson 
Humanities New York  
van Itallie Foundation 
Wynn J. Salisch 
Marc Shaiman  
Erik Sussman 
Teneo Strategy LLC 
TheaterMania.com 
Joy Tomchin 
Scott Wittman

$2,500-$4,999 
Marina Arsenijevic & Donald 
Bronn 
Axe-Houghton Foundation 
Karen Cellini & Joseph 
Corcoran Laurie Goldberger 
& Leslie Kogod  
The Harkness Foundation for 
Dance 
Gerald Herman 
The John Golden Fund   
Adam Moonves 
James E. Reynolds 
Polly Parker & Damon Smith 
Lena Sussman 
United Federation of 
Teachers 
The William & Eva Fox 
Foundation/Theatre 
Communications Group  
$1,000-2,499 
Lucy Allen & John Rhodes  
Page Ashley 
Mel Bochner 
Buck Henry Charitable Trust 
Maura Donohue & Perry Yung 
Elise Frick & John A. Garraty, Jr. 
Eliot S. Hubbard 
The Lambs Foundation  
Gail & Eli Lederman 
William Lowe 
Lucille Lortel Foundation 
Sandra, Michael, & Anthony 
Nicosia 
Charles Parente 
Margaret H. Parker 
The Pittsburgh Foundation  
The Puppet Slam Network 
Susan Yonaoshi Quimby  
 

$1,000-2,499 (cont.) 
Jon Ritter/The 1848 
Foundation 
Joan A. Rose 
Moira Smith/M&T Bank 
Arleen Sorkin & Chris Lloyd 
Brenda & Peter Swords 
Luis Ubiñas 
Zishan Ugurlu 
Harrison J. Weisner  
The William C. Bullitt 
Foundation 
(as of June 20, 2018) 

Thank you to for your  
matching gifts: 
The Coca-Cola Company 
and the Doris Duke 
Charitable Foundation 

In kind support generously 
provided by  
44º North Vodka, Heights 
Chateau, Ann Kayman/New 
York Grant Company, Long 
Trail Brewery, Pat Lynch/
Patricia Lynch Associates 
Inc., and NYC Department 
of Cultural Affairs Materials 
for the Arts. Legal services 
generously provided by 
Goldstein Hall PLLC.

 

Board Of  
Directors 

Frank Carucci
President 
Joan Rose
Vice President 
Donald A. Capoccia
Treasurer 
Richard Pinner
Secretary
 
Byung Koo Ahn
Eugene Chai 
Jane Friedman
Mary Fulham
Timothy W. Fulham
Jeff Haley
Sarah Lederman
Steven B. Malkenson
Wynn Salisch 
Luis A. Ubiñas
Scott Wittman
Mia Yoo
Joel Zwick

Advisory  
Board  

André De Shields
Michael A. Fink
Gretchen Green
Peter Swords



To receive information regarding upcoming events at  
La MaMa or to make a donation,  please go to lamama.org

 
La MaMa, 66 East 4th St., New York, NY  10003

If You Like It, Share It
We want to hear from YOU! 
Search Facebook.com:

La MaMa Experimental Theatre Club

 

Follow us on twitter @LAMAMAETC
Follow us on Instagram @LAMAMAETC 

FOR TICKETS
Visit lamama.org Or Call 212-352-3101

NOW PLAYING 

La MaMa Moves!
Dance Festival

April 26 - May 26, 2019 
Ellen Stewart Theatre

The Downstairs

The Floor Is Lava
May 9 - 19, 2019 
The Downstairs

La MaMa Kids Dance Workshop  
Led by Dan Safer

Sat, May 18, 2019 at 12pm 
Ellen Stewart Theatre

Poetry Electric
Betty & The Belrays

May 13, 2019 at 7:30pm 
The Downstairs Lounge

COMING SOON

Messiah
May 23 - June 2, 2019 

The Downstairs 

Stonewall 50 at La MaMa
May 30 - June 30, 2019 
Ellen Stewart Theatre

Bach & Bleach
June 5 - 9, 2019 
The Downstairs

Coffeehouse Chronicles
Taylor Mac

Sat, June 8, 2019 at 3pm 
Ellen Stewart Theatre

 
La MaMa Kids

Family Play Date
June 9, 2019 at Noon 

The Downstairs
 


