
 

 

 

 

COVID Catch-Up Premium Strategy Statement from October 2021 
 

Introduction 

As a result of coronavirus (COVID-19) Children of all ages across the country have faced immense disruption to their education since March 2020.  Those from the most 
vulnerable and disadvantaged backgrounds will be amongst the hardest hit.   The significant impact of lost time in education will be considerable and the scale of our response 
must match the scale of the challenge.  Pupil wellbeing must be at the core of the school’s approach to catch-up as children that feel safe, secure and happy, and have a 
positive mental health, will continue to develop the resilience and determination to succeed.  We are committed to ensuring that the funding further enhances quality first 
teaching, broadens access to the curriculum, re-engages pupils with their learning, supports those children that are identified as needing to catch-up and provides an ongoing 
platform for the continued progress and attainment within all subject areas.     

COVID Catch-Up Premium Funding 

Catch-Up Funding 
The catch-up is additional funding for schools and is based on a calculation of £80 for each pupil from reception year to year 11.   

 Danegrove’s  funding figure for 2021/22 is £20710.00 

How we will use the funding at Danegrove Primary School 

 Further enhance quality first teaching and access to a broad curriculum 

 Support and extend remote learning, including facilitating access to technology.  

 Provides small group intervention programmes 

 Utilises the National Tutoring Programme (NTP) to further support pupils identified for catch-up 

 To improve attendance rates with a focus on persistent absentees 

 

Planned Expenditure October 2021 onwards 

Teaching and Whole School Strategies 
Desired Outcome Actions/Approaches Rationale How Will We Monitor 

Implementation? 
Implementation Review 

Period 
Estimated 

Expenditure 
Supporting quality first teaching 
 
Quality first teaching will ensure 
that a majority of our pupils will 
not require longer term 
interventions to close the 
attainment gap. 

All pupils to receive quality first 
teaching with teachers having 
the highest possible 
expectations for all pupils in 
their class.   

The NFER Report 2015 
(Supporting the Attainment 
of Disadvantaged Pupils) 
Indicates that more 
successful schools have an 
ethos of high attainment for 
all pupils. They view each 

Termly pupil progress meetings 
with teacher/SLT to identify 
barriers to learning and next steps. 
 
SLT and extended leaders monitor 
progress through learning walks, 

Data, book scrutinies, 
observations or learning walks 
and moderations are termly by 
SLT & Extended Leaders. 
 
PPM are termly 
 

Research and 
planning time 
£500 
 
Additional 
Resources for 
Reading –  £1000 



 
Pupils make accelerated 
progress and begin to close the 
gaps created by school closures, 
helping them to progress 
towards being at the 
attainment stage (previous 
attainment level being taken 
into account) for their year 
group. 
 

Feedback to be subject based 
and next steps clear and 
explicit, ensuring that they help 
children to move on. 

Additional resources and 
reading materials to support 
focus groups, both in the 
classroom and within 
interventions. 

Strategies to teach a 
vocabulary based curriculum, 
how to embed high quality text 
across the whole curriculum. 

 

pupil as an individual and 
consciously avoid 
stereotyping disadvantaged 
pupils by referring to them 
as a group 
 
EEF - Target teaching & 
support by accurately 
assessing pupils’ needs High 
quality assessment and 
diagnosis should be used to 
target and adapt teaching to 
pupils’ needs… 
 
EEF - Feedback studies tend 
to show very high effects on 
learning… In general, 
research-based approaches 
that explicitly aim to provide 
feedback to learners, such 
as Bloom’s ‘mastery 
learning’, tend to have a 
positive impact. Feedback 
has effects across all age 
groups.  
 

observations, book scrutiny, 
moderation and pupil voice 
 
Termly analysis of data by SLT, Year 
leaders and subject leaders 
 
Gap analysis by subject leaders to 
inform future planning and 
interventions requirements 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 to 1 and small group 
interventions 
 
Identifed children will have gaps 
analysed and objectives 
identified to enable a 
diminishing of the difference 
created by school closure 
 
Accelerated progress for 
identified pupils will be evident 
in reading, writing and maths 
 

Targeted small group 
intervention programmmes in 
reading, writing and maths 

Early Morning Intervention 
Groups 

1:1 reading for identified pupils 
run by TAs (Spring 2 onwards) 

 

EEF - Small group tuition can 
have 4 months impact.  The 
smaller the group the 
better. 
 
By focusing on specific 
objectives in reading, 
writing and maths, pupils 
will have the opportunity to 
close any gaps created by 
the lockdown in summer 
2020 and Spring 2021 

Evaluation of catch-up intervention 
programmes and the impact back 
in the classroom 
 
Intervention objectives to be 
SMART targets and to be regularly 
reviewed and revised. 
 
Data anaylsis to evaluate the 
impact of intervention on progress 
across the curriculum. 
 
HLTAs/TAs to keep detailed records 
of Early Morning intervention 
groups including planning and 
progress information 

Interventions will be reviewed 
weekly by intervention teacher 
and/or associated class teacher 
and year leader. 
 
Data analysis half termly 
 
Evaluation of smart targets on a 
weekly basis 
 
1:1 reading folders are 
evaluated termly by extended 
leaders and SLT 
 

Intervention 
staffing costs –  
(AJ £6276, 
Autumn term) 

 
Early morning 
Groups £6,300.00 

 



Developing Writing via Topic 
stimulus 
 
Writing gaps will be diminished, 
with the target that a majority 
of pupils make accelerated 
progress. 
 
To provide cross curricular 
immersive and experimental 
opportunities as a stimulus for 
writing.  
 

Purchase of Now, Press, Play to 
provide an immersive 
educational experience across 
a range of subjects. 

 

 

Immersive technology 
improves pupil engagement, 
by providing story based 
scenarios which engage a 
learner, consolidate key 
facts & information and 
offer a stimulus for writing. 
 
EEF - Studies consistently 
find that digital technology 
is associated with moderate 
learning gains: on average, 
an additional four months’ 
progress. 

Evaluation of the impact of Now, 
Press, Play across the curriculum by 
both subject leaders and SLT. 
 
Analysis of the impact of Now, 
Press, Play on writing objectives 
and subsequent attainment and 
progress 
 
Pupil voice (Now, Press, Play) in 
summer 2 2022 

Now, press, play to be 
implemented in summer 1 2022 
ongoing evaluation on the 
impact on writing via book 
looks, staff and pupil voice, 
moderation and data analysis 

Now, Press, Play 
subscription (1 
year) £2196.00 

 

Supporting Remote Learning 
 
In the event of individuals 
/class/year group isolation or 
periods or further lockdowns - 
all children have access to 
suitable technology to enable 
them to engage with a full 
remote learning timetable 
 
That all keyworker/vulnerable 
pupils attending school have 
access to suitable technology in 
order to engage with live online 
lessons.  
 
That remote learning is 
supported by paper 
copies/workbooks to enable 
children to work offline (healthy 
screen time) 

Devices to be available to all 
parents on request via: 
 

 Immediate access to the 
DfE allocation of devices 
(when available) 

 
 

All pupils, regardless of 
background should have 
access to suitable 
technology to ensure that in 
any isolation periods or 
lockdowns that they have 
the same access to 
education as their peers and 
therefore do not fall further 
behind.  
 
EEF - Studies consistently 
find that digital technology 
is associated with moderate 
learning gains: on average, 
an additional four months’ 
progress. 
 
Providing paper resources 
to support remote learning 
helps to ensure that pupils 
are not expected to 
complete all learning online 
– reduces screen time.  
 

Ongoing implementation based on 
demand from families for home 
devices and the number of 
keyworker pupils in school. 
 
If device limit is reached then 
further avenues of sourcing devices 
to be sought. 
 
 
 
 
 

Ongoing DfE devices – no 
cost 
 
IT Engineer 
professional fees 
to set up DfE 
allocated devices 
£800 
 

 

Total Costs £17072 
 
 



Targeted Approach 
National Tutoring Programme 
 
The learning gap created by 
Covid-19 school closure is 
reduced, with all pupils, 
regardless of their background 
making accelerated progress 
across the academic year. 
 
Pupils have access to tutoring 
programme to help accelerate 
progress and begin to bring 
attainment in line with age 
related expectations. 
 
Pupils have access to a suitable 
IT provision enabling them to 
access the national tutoring 
programme from school or 
home. 
 

Recovery curriculum that 
identifies and addresses the 
gaps in knowledge and 
understanding as a result of 
COVID-19 closures 
 
Utilisation of the National 
Tutoring programme for 1:1 or 
small group tutoring sessions to 
close the gap in maths and 
English including: 
 

 Reading – FFT, Lightening 
Squad x 2 (Year 1 and Year 2), 
12 week programmee plus 
training to continue the 
prorgramme in-house for an 
additional 20 weeks – to start 
Spring 2 
 

 maths – Third Space Learning 
– to start summer term 

 
 

EEF - Small group tuition can 
have 4 months impact.  The 
smaller the group the 
better. 
 
EEF - Evidence indicates that 
one to one tuition can be 
effective, delivering 
approximately five 
additional months’ progress 
on average. Short, regular 
sessions (about 30 minutes, 
three to five times a week) 
over a set period of time (six 
to twelve weeks) appear to 
result in optimum impact. 

EEF - Studies consistently 
find that digital technology 
is associated with moderate 
learning gains: on average, 
an additional four months’ 
progress. 
 
Children’s Commissioner –  
Particularly during this 
pandemic, proper access to 
the internet is not a luxury, 
but a necessity. It is the 
same as not having a book 
or a pen and must be 
recognised as such. 

 

pupil progress meetings with 
teacher/SLT to identify barriers to 
learning and next steps. 
 
Monitoring of curriculum via 
observations and book scruntinies 
 
Gap analysis by year group teams 
to inform future planning and 
interventions requirements 
 
Evaluation of catch-up 
programmes and the impact back 
in the classroom – regular 
discussion between tutor and class 
teacher 
 
NTP objectives to be regularly 
reviewed and revised in discussions 
between NTP tutor and class 
teacher.  NTP sessions to support 
classroom teaching. 

Review in Summer 2 2022 
 
Data, book scrutinies, 
observations or learning walks 
by SLT & Extended Leaders. 
 
PPM - Interventions will be 
reviewed weekly by class 
teacher and year leader. 
 
NTP sessions will be reviewed 
weekly via NTP tutor and class 
teacher discussions 
NTP reviewed at the end of the 
allocated sessions 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NTP costs £10,000 
(includes £4,950 
for FFT Lightening 
Squad x2)  
 
Use of DfE funded 
devices (loan 
system) to 
support learning 
from home 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Estimated Targeted Approach Costs £10000.00 

Wider Approaches 
Supporting pupils’ social, 
emotional and behavioral needs 
with an emphasis on attendance  
 

DHT to take the lead on 
monitoring attendance across 
the school (liaise with EWO 
monthly).  

Pupil progress and 
attainment impacted by 
poor attendance - EEF 
 

Ongoing monitoring of attendance 
percentages – concerns raised by 
Attendance Officer of 
absences/persistent absentees 
with DHT – actions in the 

 
Attendance data reviewed bi-
weekly with DHT 
 
Monthly with the EWO 

Staff costs – 
covered in existing 
school budget 
 



Pupils who require social and 
emotional support have their 
needs identified and 
subsequently removed or 
alleviated 
 
All pupils know they have a safe 
space in school and are 
supported to feel safe, secure 
and happy. 
 
Attendance percentages are in 
line with or exceed the 
Government expectations.  
Absence rates, including 
persistent absentees, are in line 
with or lower than the national 
figure. 
 
 

Identified Persistent Absentees 
offered support by the Learning 
Mentor 
 
Attendance Page on the 
newsletter to both celebrate 
and inform 
 
Weekly attendance trophy (KS2) 
and Attendance Bear (KS1) to 
promote attendance across the 
school 
 
External Attendance Signs 
purchased (x3) to further sign 
post the impact of absences 
etc. 
 
 
 
 
 

Parental engagement 
supports both the parent 
and their child to engage 
with school, which supports 
the ongoing wellbeing, 
progress and attainment of 
children. 
EEF – Parental engagement 
+3 month impact 

attendance policy followed 
accordingly, for example -  First day 
calling and home visits on day 2 if 
no contact made. 
 
Remote Learning – monitoring of 
attendance via lesson registers – 
concerns actioned via SLT/Inclusion 
lead/attendance officer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Support/resources 
promoting 
attendance 
(external signage) 
£3000.00 
 
EWO SLA - 
£1510.00 

Estimated Wider Approach Costs £4,510 

Estimated Total Catch-up Premium Spending £31,582 

Estimated Catch-up Premium £20,710 

 


