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A Note for Our Students 
 
 
Current affairs form core component of General Knowledge section in 
almost all the competitive exams. Observing the recent trends, 
questions from current affairs has successively increased. But how to 
find out relevant current affairs from vast data available on numerous 
websites, apps and videos?? 
How to efficiently prepare current affairs keeping in mind relevance 
of the exam?? 
Don't worry!! 
 
We have the solution; Gyanm team will segregate the important and 
the most relevant current affairs under heading Gyanm 
recommendations' so that you can prepare this crucial component 
with complete efficiency!! 
 
So let's begin!! 
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Gyanm Recommendations! 
 
1. G-20 Anti-Corruption Working Group Meet 

 
The first Anti-Corruption Working Group (ACWG) meeting of the G20 
was held on March 1-3 in Gurugram. Delegates deliberated on ways 
to trace and extradite fugitive economic offenders faster besides 
issues related to recovery of stolen assets.  India reaffirmed unified 
action to ensure zero tolerance against corruption and deepen 
commitments towards countering graft globally.   
The meeting resolved to explore proactive sharing of information, 
improving existing mutual legal assistance framework and simplifying 
mechanisms for sharing of information between domestic law 
enforcement authorities in criminal matters. 
 
2. G20 Foreign Ministers meet in New delhi 
The G20 Foreign Ministers meeting was held on March 1-2 in New 
Delhi under India's presidency. The participating foreign ministers 
deliberated on various subjects including strengthening 
multilateralism and need for reforms, food and energy security, 
development cooperation and counter-terrorism: new and emerging 
threats. 
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3.  G20 Business Conference in Mizoram 

 
Mizoram hosted a G20 Business Conference from March 1-3 at the 
Mizoram University, Aizawl. Chief Minister Zoramthanga welcomed 
the business delegates and diplomats from across the world. 48 
business delegates and 17 diplomats, including the US, Germany, 
China, France and Japan participated in the Conference.   
The event focused on opportunities for business partnerships in areas 
like urban planning, infrastructure, startups, skill development, 
handloom and handicraft.  Around 85 local startups also took part in 
the event.  
 
4.  GDP growth slows down to 4.4% 
Official data released on Feb 28 by the Ministry of Statistics and 
Programme Implementation showed that India's Gross Domestic 
Production registered a growth of 4.4% in the October-December 
quarter of the current fiscal. However, it slowed down from 5.4% in 
the same quarter last year. The main factor behind the slow down 
was lower manufacturing output which shrank by 1.1 per cent in the 
third quarter, the second straight contraction reflecting weakness in 
consumer demand and exports. 
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Chief Economic Advisor (CEA) V Anantha Nageswaran said, “The 
growth momentum carried on in October-December and it was the 
base effect which resulted in a GDP growth rate of 4.4 percent". GDP 
in the third quarter of 2022-23 is estimated at Rs 40.19 lakh crore, as 
against Rs 38.51 lakh crore in the third quarter of 2021-22, showing a 
growth of 4.4 percent.  Overall, the real GDP is estimated to grow at 7 
percent in 2022-23 as compared to 9.1 percent in 2021-22.  
 
5. March 01: Zero Discrimination Day 
Celebrated to promote and protect everyone’s right, regardless of 
age, gender, sexuality, nationality, ethnicity, skin colour, etc.  The Day 
started with a focus on HIV to highlight the rights of people living with 
and affected by HIV. In recent years it has expanded to focus on 
ending all forms of discrimination that impact on quality of life, health 
and well-being.  
It aims to raise the voice for the right to live life with dignity, despite 
one’s choices, beliefs, profession, education, disability or even illness.  
The theme for the day this year is “Save lives: Decriminalise”. The 
theme highlights how the decriminalisation of key populations and 
people living with HIV saves lives and helps advance the end of the 
AIDS pandemic. 
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6.  March 01:  Civil Accounts Day 
Celebrated to commemorate the creation of the Indian Civil Accounts 
Service (ICAS) on this day in 1976.  ICAS is one of the Civil Services of 
India, under the Department of Expenditure, Union Ministry of 
Finance.  The service has been a pioneer in the Public Financial 
Management and use of technology for effective delivery of public 
services. 
In 1976, when the maintenance of Accounts of the Union government 
was separated from that of Audit, the Comptroller and Auditor 
General of India was divested with the responsibility of accounts 
maintenance. 
 
7.  Asia's longest-ever cycle race in India 
The Asia's longest-ever cycle race was flagged off on March 01 from 
Srinagar in J&K The race will culminate at Kanyakumari, after covering 
a distance of 3,655 kilometres. The route for this cycle race will be the 
longest highway covering the National Highway-44 passing through 
twelve major states, three major metropolitan cities and over twenty 
major cities of the country. 29 cyclists including one woman took part 
in the race.   
The race has been accorded the status of Asian Ultracycling 
Championship by the World Ultracycling Association (WUCA). 
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8.  Bola Tinubu:  Sworn in as President of Nigeria, Africa's most 
populous country.    
 
9.  World’s first Digital Assets Oasis 
The government of Ras Al Khaimah (RAK), one of the seven emirates 
of the United Arab Emirates, has announced plans to establish RAK 
Digital Assets Oasis, the world's first free zone dedicated to digital and 
virtual asset companies.  
RAK Digital Assets Oasis will be a purpose-built, true innovation-
enabling free zone for non-regulated activities in the virtual assets 
sector. It is intended to be the only free zone in the world solely 
dedicated to digital and virtual assets service providers innovating in 
new and emerging sectors of the future including metaverse, 
blockchain, utility tokens, virtual asset wallets, NFTs, DAOs, DApp, and 
other Web3-related businesses. 
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10.  Moody’s raises GDP growth rate to 5.5% 
In its February update to Global Macro Outlook 2023-24, released on 
March 01, Moody’s Investors Service raised India’s economic growth 
estimate for 2023 to 5.5% from 4.8% pegged earlier, on the back of a 
sharp increase in capital expenditure in the Budget and a resilient 
economic momentum. The sharp increase in capital expenditure 
Budget allocation to Rs 10 trillion, was up from Rs 7.5 trillion for the 
year ending in March 2023.  

 
 
11.  March 01: World Seagrass Day 
This day is celebrated annually to raise awareness about seagrass and 
its important functions in the marine ecosystem. Seagrasses have a 
significant global role in supporting food security, mitigating climate 
change, enriching biodiversity, purifying water, protecting coastlines 
and controlling diseases. 
The seagrasses are grass-like plants that are found in shallow waters 
in many parts of the world. They form extensive underwater 
meadows, creating complex, highly productive and biologically rich 
habitats. They are the only flowering plant to grow in the marine 
environment. There are more than 60 seagrass species in the world. 
They act as the best carbon sink and provide food for marine life. 
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12.  Meta’s LLaMA to counter ChatGPT 

 
Social media giant Meta released its own version of ChatGPT by the 
name of LLaMA (Large Language Model Meta AI) on Feb 24.  Meta 
claimed that LLaMA, a 65 billion parameters LLM, is virtually a pocket 
dynamite. It achieves competitive results with some of the best 
models currently available, while being much smaller and remarkably 
more efficient.  
Unlike ChatGPT, Bard, or Bing, Meta’s new LLaMA is not a 
conversation chatbot. It is a state-of-the-art foundational large 
language model that is aimed to help researchers advance their 
work.   
Large language models are natural language processing systems with 
more than 100 billion parameters that can generate creative text, 
solve basic maths problems, answer reading comprehension 
questions, and much more.  
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13.  ‘Vaibhav’ scholarships to attract talent 
The government unveiled a fellowship on Feb 28 to attract Indian-
origin researchers to higher educational institutions in the country. 
Named ‘Vaibhav’, it aims to improve the research ecosystem of 
India’s higher educational institutions by facilitating academic and 
research collaborations with the best institutions in the world through 
mobility of researchers from overseas institutions to India. 
Researchers from institutions featuring in the top 500 QS World 
University Rankings will be eligible for the fellowship.  
The fellowship offers NRI researchers an opportunity to work for a 
minimum of one month to a maximum of two months a year with a 
research institution or an academic institution in India. The duration 
of the fellowship is three years with the government offering the 
researchers an amount of up to Rs 37 lakh for the entire period. 
 
14.  Asian Development Bank approved Rs 1,311.20 crore loan for the 
phase-1 of the proposed infrastructure development investment 
programme for promoting tourism in Himachal Pradesh. 
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15.  PEN/Nabokov Award-2023:  (For Lifetime Achievement in 
International Literature).  Won by Hindi short story writer, novelist 
and poet Vinod Kumar Shukla.  87 years old author is known for 
novels like Naukar Ki Kameez (1979) and poetry collections like Sab 
Kuch Hona Bacha Rahega (1992). He was felicitated on March 2 in 
New York. 
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Some Other Minor News! 
 
1.  Rajesh Malhotra, Senior Indian Information Service officer took 
charge as Principal Director General, Press Information Bureau.   

 
 
2. In an innovative tech development, the Irinjadappilly Sree Krishna 
Temple in Kerala‘s Thrissur district has become the first in the country 
to use a mechanical, lifelike elephant for performing temple rituals. 
Named  ‘Irinjadappilly Raman’, it will help conduct ceremonies at the 
temple in a safe and cruelty-free manner and thereby support real 
elephants’ rehabilitation and life in forests.    
 
3.  The National Youth Parliament Festival 2023 was held in 
Parliament Central Hall on March 02 in New Delhi.  As many as 85 
participants from several States and UTs participated in the 
programme. All participants were aged between 18 and 25 years, 
who are allowed to vote but do not qualify as a candidate for election. 
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4.  Dubai based Emirates airline emerged as the largest foreign airline 
for outbound and inbound international traffic to and from India, 
according to the Directorate General of Civil Aviation, India. 

 
 
5. Two Australian universities will be setting up their campuses in 
India. They are — University of Wollongong, New South Wales and 
Deakin University, Victoria.  The campuses will be set up in GIFT city, 
Gujarat. 
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Multiple Choice Questions! 
 
 
1.   Which city hosted the G20 Foreign Ministers meeting on March 

1-2.   
 

a. Bhopal   
b. Cuttack  
c. Shillong   
d. New Delhi   
e. Chandigarh 

 
2.   Mizoram hosted a G20 __________ Conference from March 1-3 

at the Mizoram University, Aizawl:   
 

a. Students  
b. Women’s          
c. Advocates   
d. Speakers   
e. Business 

 
3.   The Asia's longest-ever cycle race was flagged off on March 01 

from which place?      
 

a. Jammu  
b. Leh   
c. Srinagar   
d. Kargil  
e. Ladakh 
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4.   RAK Digital Assets Oasis, the world's first free zone dedicated to 

digital and virtual asset companies is being established in which 
country?    

 
a. Jordan   
b. UAE   
c. Israel   
d. Saudi Arabia  
e. Kuwait 

 
5.   Social media giant Meta released its own version of ChatGPT by 

the name of _________ on Feb 24:   
 

a. LLaMe  
b. MetaChat   
c. LLaMA   
d. M-GPT  
e. LAMAChat 

 
6.   The government unveiled a fellowship named ___________ on 

Feb 28 to attract Indian-origin researchers to higher educational 
institutions in the country:   

 
a. Anvesh  
b. ShodhGanga   
c. Vaibhav  
d. Gyandhara   
e. Vishesh 
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7.   Asian Development Bank approved Rs 1,311.20 crore loan for 

the infrastructure development investment programme for 
promoting tourism in which state?           

 
a. Kerala  
b. Himachal Pradesh   
c. Uttarakhand   
d. Rajasthan   
e. Odisha 

 
8.   PEN/Nabokov Award-2023 is a lifetime achievement award 

given in the field of __________ :   
 

a. Journalism   
b. Education   
c. Mathematics   
d. Literature   
e. None of these 
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Answer Key 
 
 
Q  ANSWER  

1  D 

2 E 

3 C 

4 B 

5 C 

6 C 

7 B 

8 D 
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