
An Expat’s Guide To 
What You Need To Know

Tax Efficient:
Investment 
Bond for 
Belgian 
Expatriates



As an international worker you are most likely enjoying an enhanced 
way of life and higher salary. And it’s easy to ignore the finer details 
whilst you are busy enjoying the trappings that come with the 
expatriate lifestyle. However, it’s vital that you take some time now to 
ensure you take full advantage of this amazing opportunity to secure 
your perfect future ahead of your return to Belgium.

It’s easy to ignore 
the finer details

Belgian Compliant Investment Bond



Safe and Secure 

We understand that the security of your investment is paramount 
and to this end it is vitally important to invest in well-regulated and 
politically stable jurisdictions. Our experience means we are familiar 
with the rules and regulations of various jurisdictions around the 
world and as such we only consider solutions that offer the best 
protection for your hard-earned wealth.  The European Investment 
Bond falls under highly secure Irish (EU) regulation and reporting.

How And When You 
Invest Is Just As 
Important As What 
You Invest
As an expat, you are probably already benefitting from reduced 
tax on your income, but what about your savings? As a Belgian 
working in Africa, you have the ability to invest in vehicles designed 
to protect and grow your savings in a tax efficient manner. At 
Skybound Wealth our aim is to make sure you don’t pay any tax 
that you don’t have to, and in this e-guide we look at one of the 
many options that you might wish to consider. Due to the potential 
complexities that come with offshore investing, it’s important to 
seek advice from an independent financial adviser before making 
any decisions regarding your investments.



Belgian Compliant Investment Bond

There are many different investment options open to you, and our trained 
advisers will listen carefully to your financial goals. Once we understand what 
you want to achieve, we will look at a savings plan to help you realise these 
goals. We will look at flexible products that have potential to give you the best 
return on your investment. With some Bonds, you are able to access up to 75% 
of your investment from day one. You can access more should the need arise, 
however this could result in a penalty charge being administered. Transfers 
can be made in both cash and asset form and the bond provides investors with 
instant access to a wide range of international portfolios.

Keeping Hold Of More Of Your Money

Individually held investments (such as equities, sovereign and corporate debt, 
OEICs, property funds, and unit trusts) can generate returns in their own right 
but have the disadvantage of being subject to immediate taxation in most 
countries where you, as an expatriate investor or future resident may live. These 
investments may also be subject to taxation when they are sold. However, if 
the investments are held together within an offshore bond wrapper, liability 
to either income tax or CGT can be deferred in a number of other jurisdictions. 
This is known as ‘gross roll up’ or ‘tax deferral’.

International Portability

Typically, international workers will only stay in one place for a few years 
before their career takes them to a new jurisdiction. And with the majority of 
internationally based advisers geared up to only provide localised solutions 
in the jurisdiction they are based, many investors find that the consequences 
of moving have been completely overlooked, resulting in additional fees, tax 
penalties and more. At Skybound Wealth we have access to portable solutions 
compliant throughout Europe.



Is it against the law to manage my money in 
order to reduce my tax bill?

No. Using overseas investment products in order to reduce your tax 
liability is completely legal. The savings that smart wealth management 
strategies can deliver can add up to tens or even hundreds of thousands of 
pounds over your life.

The Myths Associated
With Offshore Savings

If I invest overseas, will my money be safe?

There is no definitive answer to this question as some overseas 
jurisdictions are more secure than others. Yet with the right advice and 
good planning, you can make sure your investments are placed with 
reputable providers in countries with strong regulatory frameworks. 

• By adhering to the following guidelines, you’ll have a much better 
chance of ensuring that your money is safe

• Don’t invest in jurisdictions that are politically unstable

• If you don’t want to risk big losses, invest in lower risk options

• Always transfer the money you’re investing directly to the product 
provider, rather than through an adviser

• Choose a jurisdiction for your investment that is well regulated by the 
relevant financial regulatory body - do your research!



Should I choose an adviser who is based locally?

Building a relationship based on trust is important when seeking financial 
advice and consistency is also useful. Being able to speak to the same 
adviser every time will help to provide the consistency that you need. 
However, if you’re a contract worker and you tend to move from country to 
country, it’s good to know that you can receive the same service regardless 
of your location. If you can find a wealth management company that has 
a branch close to you, but also has advisers in other parts of the world, this 
could be the best option.



Combining a wealth of experience, with global coverage and local 
knowledge, Skybound Wealth Management is a leading International 
Independent Financial Advisory Company. For over 20 years, we have been 
providing global client-conscious financial advice.

Through a combination of passion for what we do, a desire to innovate 
and our ambition to define the future of the offshore advice industry, 
we aim to be the anchor that keeps you grounded whilst allowing your 
investments to soar.

We do this by delivering bespoke financial plans for the immediate future 
and for the long-term security of you & your family. This means you can 
live for today, knowing tomorrow is taken care of.

Financial Control 
At Your Fingertips. 
Wherever You Are In 
The World

The opportunities afforded to expats can be life 
changing but if you are to take full advantage, 
it’s vital you have a plan in place wherever your 
journey takes you next. With a little forward 
thinking and careful planning, your time 
overseas can significantly enhance the financial 
security of your family for generations to come.

Why Choose Skybound Wealth?



Wherever You Are Today.

Securing Your Future.

We exist to educate and guide you through the 
important decisions required today, to ensure you 
benefit from the freedom of tomorrow.


