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Investing In 
Your Thirties
Having made the decision to leave home behind, 
for many international workers expat life has 
many benefits.  As well as an enhanced lifestyle, 
the opportunity to experience a new culture, your 
international status also can open up a myriad of 
investment opportunities previously unavailable. 

And when combined with a higher income while 
paying less tax this presents a unique opportunity 
that if harnessed correctly can secure the perfect 
future you have always desired.

Whether you intend on building a life in your new 
home, are already thinking about the next step, or 
plan to return home in a few years, this e-book will 
help you learn how to maximise your international 
status and secure the future you dream of.



Common money related 
mistakes expats in their 
thirties make

Just like you, our team at Skybound Wealth live and work 
overseas.  Some have been in their new country for many 
years, while others have moved multiple times.  And 
having experienced the obstacles you are likely to face 
are perfectly placed to share some of the more common 
mistake’s expats in their thirties make.

It might sound simple but failing to have a plan means you have no 

direction or objectives. As a result, you are more likely to fail than 

succeed.  

Without a plan to work towards, how do you know if you are 

on track to realise your investing goals? If you are saving for a 

retirement home in the south of France, dreaming of retiring early, 

wanting to give your children the best start in life, or all of the 

above, a plan that not only outlines where you want to be but also 

how to get there is vital.

Not Making A Plan1



Without some contingency money the first time you hit a bump in the 

road your savings or insurance premiums are often what get cancelled 

first.  

We would recommend having a “rainy-day” fund equal to between 

3-6 months of your typical outgoings. It’s amazing just what can go 

wrong and being overseas, often something like home repairs or a car 

breaking down can become overly complicated.

No Emergency Fund

Many expats are unaware of the tax allowances both back home and in 

their new country of residence and are often paying unnecessary tax that 

could be mitigated by a simple reworking of their savings.   

There are many investment vehicles available to expats. Finding the 

right one and establishing the right product for you in a e-guide like 

this is impossible. However, we can tell you this; you will pay more tax if 

you don’t speak to a financial planner than if you do. 

Ignoring Tax Allowances3
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With things like low interest loans and credit cards, it can be easy to think 

your debt isn’t costing much. Over time this will add up and can result in 

paying back much more than you initially borrowed. If given the choice 

between paying or earning interest, we are pretty sure you would choose 

the latter. 

When investing, many question how much interest they will earn, 

while dismissing how much interest they are paying on their debts. 

Hold On To Debt2



We appreciate talking with your friends about wealth over dinner 

isn’t the done thing, but for many, even talking with their partner and 

family about investing is still considered taboo.  But with the rise of do it 

yourself investing, it’s important to have a sounding board to discuss your 

situation. 

The Internet is a vast resource of knowledge on pretty much any subject 

imaginable. It’s also awash with so called experts and gurus, especially 

in the world of investing but with something as important as your 

future at stake, seeking the counsel of a qualified expert is vital.

Staying Silent

Whether your sending money, or drawing an income from back home, 

regardless of how big or small the payments, many expats lose out by 

relying on their bank to transfer money rather than a specialist FX Broker.  

Skybound Wealth in partnership with GC Partners utilise 24/7 access 

to detailed insights and up to the minute market data to ensure you 

can trade confidently at the optimum time to achieve the greatest 

possible return and reduce the amount you pay away in fees.

International Bank Transfers

Failing to take into consideration where your life may take you in the 

future when setting up any form of offshore investment plan can lead to 

an unexpected, and often completely avoidable tax bill later down the 

line. 

It’s estimated that around a third of international workers will either 

return home or move to a new destination in their lifetime. Any 

policies should be portable and compatible with new jurisdictions you 

may call home in the future.

Planning One Step Ahead
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A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY

Unfortunately, far too many international workers leave at the end of 
their stay without taking advantage of this great opportunity to provide 
a solid financial platform for their future.

The real winners from the expat experience will be those that can resist 
the temptation to only ‘live for the day’ and balance up an adventurous 
and affluent lifestyle with a sensible commitment to set some of their 
hard-earned money aside.



Put simply it means placing your savings in a jurisdiction 
different to where you currently reside. This is usually done 
to reduce the tax liability on your savings.

What Does Offshore 
Savings Mean?

Seeking qualified advice 

will help you find your way 

through increasingly complex 

regulations whilst ensuring 

you are both tax efficient and 

legally compliant. 



At Skybound Wealth, 
our experienced global 
planning experts will talk 
you through the potential 
benefits of a number 
of financial planning 
strategies such as:

• Investment choices and flexibility

There are many different investment options 

open to you, and our trained planners will 

listen carefully to your financial goals. Once 

we understand what you want to achieve we 

will look at a savings plan to help you realise 

these goals. We will look at flexible products 

that have potential to give you the best 

return on your investment.

• A little relief

Without professional advice, you could be 

missing out on vital tax reliefs that could 

save you money. Our planners will assess 

your circumstances and help you to take 

advantage of any tax breaks available to you.

When formulating your offshore 

savings plan, we will take the time 

to understand your attitude to risk, 

the level of input you wish to have 

in managing your investments 

and the specific objectives that 

you’re trying to reach. We will then 

make various recommendations,                               

tailor-made to 
meet your personal 
requirements.

• Investing in tax beneficial jurisdictions 

We can help you to choose the most 

favourable countries for your investments By 

this we mean we will help ensure that your 

tax liability is reduced, therefore allowing you 

to keep more of your money.



Having taken the time to understand your values and investing 

goals, you can rest assured that’s just the beginning.  To us financial 

planning is more than paycheques, bank balances and reports, that’s 

why we will be with you every step of the way, on hand to help you 

navigate life’s obstacles and those unexpected forks in the road. 

You can’t put a price on 
knowledge and expertise

Taking regular advice 
from a professional 
financial planner can 
result in a 53% increase 
in retirement income.

At Skybound Wealth we always take a long-term view and as your 

investment partner it’s our job to coach you through things like 

market volatility and political uncertainty.

By working with you to help expand your knowledge of such 

matters, you will begin to see how you can anticipate and benefit 

from having a strong investment strategy.



Successful 
investing isn’t 

a skill, it’s a 
behaviour

Investor behaviour is the biggest factor that determines long term investment 

returns. This is because it’s your emotion and overconfidence, that can affect 

your investment decision-making.

When markets fall, a common reaction is to sell. Panic selling is one of the 

biggest risks when investing. However, an unwillingness to accept when to cut 

your losses, can be equally harmful.

Your Skybound Wealth adviser has experience of navigating the 
ups and downs, and on-going service will guide you through the 
headlines and get rich quick investment schemes.



A Portable, Flexible        
Investment Portfolio 

As the saying goes; ‘don’t place all your eggs 

in one basket. And this has never been more 

important than when formulating a portable 

retirement plan. We’ve all seen the merry-go 

round that is Crypto investing play out over 

the last few years, this is the perfect example 

of why it’s good practice to invest in a mix of 

asset classes and currencies to protect against 

market volatility. 

Investing in tax beneficial offshore jurisdictions 

allows you to keep more of your money and 

limits the impact of moving as and when your 

life requires you to. 

We use UK Crown Dependencies or territories 

with similar protection and the same 

transparent regulations. This allows us to 

offer tax efficient investments and savings 

with high levels of investor protection whilst 

providing much needed peace of mind to 

our clients. When formulating your offshore 

savings plan, we take the time to understand 

your attitude to risk, the level of input you wish 

to have in managing your investments and the 

specific objectives that you’re trying to achieve. 

We will then make various recommendations, 

tailor-made to you.

Planning One Step Ahead

Unfortunately, whilst there are close to 500 

international globally based planning firms, 

over 97% of these have no ability to offer 

regulated ongoing advice or service to expats 

when they choose to return home. And 

with the majority of internationally based 

advisers geared up to only provide offshore 

and localised solutions in the jurisdiction 

they are based, many investors find that 

the consequences of moving have been 

completely overlooked, resulting in additional 

fees, tax penalties and more.

At Skybound Wealth we 
specialise in repatriation 
services and offer an 
unrivalled knowledge of 
both offshore and ‘home’ 
investment solutions.



Working Together For A Brighter Future
Through a combination of passion for what we do, a desire to innovate and our ambition to define the 
future of the offshore wealth advice industry, Skybound Wealth Management exists to guide you through 
the important financial decisions required today, to ensure you benefit from the freedom of tomorrow.

Award winning international financial planning advice from Skybound Wealth Management.
In the words of International Adviser, ‘‘Skybound Wealth is an established business with an impressive track 
record, impressive plans, extensive regulations a great strategy and all-round client focus.’

Skybound Wealth received seven awards across three jurisdictions, which recognise the efforts of every 
member of the Skybound family.

Our International Adviser Awards 2022

Skybound Wealth Management is a signatory of the United Nations Principles for 
Responsible Investing (PRI).
As signatories, Skybound Wealth commits to upholding PRI principles that aim to develop 
a more sustainable global financial system. Part of how we do this is by integrating ESG 
considerations into our investment portfolios.

Our International Adviser Awards 2021



Earning your money is 
your job, how you grow 
and protect it is ours.

International investors all have their own unique circumstances. At 

Skybound Wealth we deliver bespoke financial plans for both the 

immediate future and for the long-term security of you and your 

family, meaning you can live for today knowing tomorrow is taken 

care of.

Our regional offices around the world combine to create a global 

network meaning that wherever your life may take you, the one 

thing you can count on to remain the same is your financial affairs. 

With specialist divisions covering subjects such as Pensions and 

Repatriation, we are perfectly placed to help you wherever your 

expat journey may take you.
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