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MEA Clearing Crews work with 
firefighters during the McKinley 
Wildfire.
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Through Operation 
RoundUp® the MEA 

Charitable Foundation 
provided United Way 

of Mat-Su with a 
$15,000 check to assist 
members impacted by 
the McKinley Wildfire.

Spruce Bark Beetle and Danger Tree Mitigation

MEA Clearing Crews continue to work on clearing hazardous spruce 

bark beetle kill and danger trees throughout the service territory. 

MEA’s crews have removed over 7,000 trees posing hazards to 

the electric system from January through August of this year. This 

includes trees that were reported as danger trees by our members. 

Danger trees are defined as trees outside of our easement that 

pose a threat to powerlines and the electric system. To report a 

danger tree, members can submit a danger tree report online at  

www.MEA.coop or call our clearing department at 907-761-9386.
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Total Danger Tree requests received from members

Total Danger Tree requests completed

Total # of Spruce Bark Beetle Danger Trees removed

Other Danger Trees removed (Birch, Cottonwoods, Willows)

Spruce Bark Beetle Hazard Trees Cleared by Month  
(Out of Easement Trees)

May:  2,000 

June:  572 

July:  1,666 

August:  197 as of 8/9/19 

Total YTD:  4,435 

Total Hazard Trees Removed 2019 YTD:  7,039

Trees Cleared from Member Danger Tree Reports

MEA clearing 
crews remove 

hazardous spruce 
bark beetle 

kill tress near 
Trapper Creek.

McKinley Wildfire Response and Restoration Efforts

MEA is working with members impacted by the McKinley wildfire on 

getting their power restored, including new construction services 

for those who lost their homes or structures in the fire. MEA is also 

applying for all available disaster assistance funds to help mitigate 

the impacts of the wildfires on rates and our members. During the  

wildfire power was initially out to more than 450 members and grew 

to more than 500 members as lines were de-energized to assist fire 

crews in their response to the McKinley wildfire. MEA linemen and 

clearing crews went right to work, removing trees in the lines and 

repairing damaged equipment. As other fires grew across the state 

and firefighting resources became tapped, MEA crews assisted the 

McKinley fire responders with removing hazardous trees and debris 

to help them access areas during the fire. “During this crisis, it was 

inspiring for our cooperative to join a community of professionals 

and volunteers pulling together to help our members,” said MEA’s 

CEO, Tony Izzo. 

Many of MEA’s primary and secondary lines servicing individual 

homes were damaged or destroyed in the blaze. In order to restore 

power, some members will need to place new construction or 

temporary service orders with MEA. MEA will cover all costs of 

infrastructure replacement up to the member’s meter base and 

typical temporary service and reconnection fees will not be charged. 

All fire impacted members are urged to call an MEA Member Service 

Representative at 907-761-9300 to begin the work order process. 

For more information regarding power restoration and resources 

for the McKinley wildfire please visit: www.mea.coop/mckinleyfire
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Gauging Member Use and Interest of Electric Vehicles

MEA is in the beginning process of understanding member 

needs and interest with electric vehicles and determining how 

the co-op can plan for those needs. Recent efforts have included 

an online member survey and a video series shared during 

National Drive Electric Week. A website was also developed to 

provide answers to frequently asked questions about electric 

vehicles and provide additional resources. Members can visit  

www.MEA.coop/electricvehicles to learn more.

Electric Vehicle Survey

In August, MEA launched an online survey to gauge member use 

and interest of electric vehicles. The survey was open to members 

for three weeks and had more than 800 responses. The survey asked 

questions including whether the MEA member was an electric vehicle 

owner. For non-electric vehicle owners, the survey asked questions 

about their electric vehicle interest and what has kept them from 

considering the purchase of an electric vehicle. The survey results 

will soon be published on the MEA website. The unscientific survey 

will help guide future questions and content regarding electric 

vehicles for focus group studies planned with members this winter.

Students Learn Smarter Energy Choices

Hundreds of middle school students across MEA’s service territory 

got the chance to learn about electricity and energy use, and ways 

to conserve energy. The annual Power Pledge Challenge hosted by 

MEA and the Renewable Energy Alaska Project helps students learn 

how to calculate energy costs, and identify ways they can reduce 

energy use at home and in the classroom. Students completed an in-

classroom activity where they identified the watt use of an appliance 

and calculated its overall monthly and yearly costs based on MEA’s 

electric rates. Students were also given a worksheet to conduct an 

energy audit at home and pledged three ways they plan to reduce 

their energy use. Students who completed the challenge were 

entered in a classroom  prize drawing and the winning class will be 

announced later this Fall.

Students at Teeland Middle School learn 
about the Power Pledge Challenge.
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Wildfires Impact Fourth Quarter Rates

MEA’s typical-use member (using approximately 655 kWh/month 

of electricity) can expect to see an increase of about $2.57 to their 

overall bill as a result of fourth quarter increases to the cost of power 

adjustment (COPA) rate and base rates, effective October 1st. Most 

of the bill impact is due to the COPA passing through additional fuel 

costs and purchased power due to wildfires on the Kenai Peninsula. 

This resulted in an increase of 3.7% or $1.74 to the estimated average 

bill and is subject to approval by the Regulatory Commission of Alaska 

(RCA). The remainder of the estimated average bill impact of $0.83 

is due to an RCA-approved 1.03% increase in base rates. MEA may 

file limited increases or decreases in base rates on a quarterly basis, 

provided the adjustments stay within certain financial parameters 

established by the RCA. The COPA rate fluctuates quarterly based on 

fuel and purchased power costs.

MEA members should anticipate some additional future rate 

increases as a result of the Southcentral wildfires this summer and 

resulting impacts to electric infrastructure and equipment. MEA 

purchases approximately 6% of its electricity through its share of 

the Bradley Lake Hydro facility, and due to damaged transmission 

lines from the Swan Lake Fire, has been unable to access this power 

source. Replacing this lower-cost power with traditional natural gas 

generation is estimated to cost MEA $12,000 per day in additional 

fuel costs. MEA will pursue all available disaster assistance funds to 

mitigate the impacts of the wildfires on members.


