
Mike Guy

September 17, 1942 - July 12, 2016

The world lost its most courageous soul since John Wayne when Michael A. Guy, 
Sr., passed away on Tuesday, July 12, 2016, at the Sheridan Memorial Hospital. 
He was surrounded by his family. Mike escaped death many times, but 
eventually succumbed to diabetes, heart failure, kidney failure, a collapsed lung, 
a gallbladder infection, pneumonia, and cancer. 
Born on September 17, 1942, in Springfield, IL to Dolph A. and Florence (Boies) 
Guy, Jr., his parents taught him to be smart, honest and to carry himself  with 
integrity. He graduated from Lanphier High School in 1961, and married his 
high-school sweetheart Dorothy Stankitis on April 28, 1962. She was the love of  
his life. They did everything together until the day he died.
Mike honorably served for the US Navy as an Electronics Technician utilizing 
radar, sonar and electronic counter measures on submarines after the Cuban 
Missile Crisis. He was on active duty on the USS Gilmore for two years, and in 
the US Navy Reserves for four years, leaving the service with the rank of  Petty 
Officer Third Class. He was employed for Xerox, Co. for ten years and worked 
his way from a technical representative to management. With a full-time job at 
Xerox and a family, he found time to attend college in the evenings and was a 
year shy of  earning his bachelor’s degree. Mike brought his family to Sheridan in 
1978 and finished his professional life as a locomotive engineer for the BNSF 
railroad. Known as “Big Mike” by fellow railroaders, he took great pride in 
operating trains efficiently and safely, and even stopped two runaway trains 
during his career. Mike retired from the BNSF in 2003.
Family was Mike’s priority and he took his job as a provider seriously. Always 
adventurous, Mike moved his family several places during his life. From playing 
on the beach in Charleston, South Carolina to cross-country skiing in Fairbanks, 
Alaska, he and his family took advantage of  their surroundings and the outdoors 
regardless of  where they landed. 
Mike had many passions and he was self-taught in most of  his hobbies. He 
loved teaching his children anything they were willing to learn. Throughout his 
life, he enjoyed boxing, football, baseball, traveling, camping, fishing, hunting, 
photography, computers, reading, fly tying, gardening, bird watching and tying 
nautical knots for friends and family. His hobbies gave him common ground 
from which to strike up conversations with perfect strangers. However, teasing 
his wife and family was his favorite hobby of  all. 
Because of  his heritage, he loved all things Irish and traditionally watched The 
Quiet Man on St. Patrick’s Day…and any other day he felt like it. He will be 
remembered as a generous, affectionate, and strong individual who never missed 
a chance to laugh. 
Michael was preceded in death by his parents, sister, and brother. He is survived 
by his wife of  54 years, his children; Michael Jr. and daughter-in-law Cheryl Guy 
of  Sheridan; John Guy and daughter-in-law Becky Bundy of  Spearfish, South 
Dakota; Johanna Guy of  Sheridan, Erin Nickerson and son-in-law David 
Nickerson of  Big Horn, WY; and Daniel Guy of  Sheridan. He is also survived by 
five grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

In Loving Memory Of

On Duty Tied Up

He Was Tough
“Big Mike”



In Loving Memory of

Michael Andrew Guy, Sr.

MASS OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL
Monday, July18, 2016 at 10:00 p.m.

Holy Name Catholic Church

OFFICIATING
Father Glenn Whewell

MUSIC 
Amazing Grace, How Great Thou Art

Ave Maria, Peace In The Valley

MUSIC BY
Organist ~ Doreen Choong

Soloist ~ Chuck & Annie Magera

PALLBEARERS
Michael Guy Jr., John Guy, David Nickerson

Geoff  Guy, Dan Guy, Dana Pelan

HONORARY PALLBEARERS
Dolph Guy III, William Hammond

 Tim Guy, Brian Guy, Seth Guy

 

Kane
Funeral Home

www.kanefuneral.com

TRADITIONAL IRISH PRAYER

May the road rise up to meet you,

May the wind be always at your back,

May the sun shine warm upon your face,

And the rains fall soft upon your fields,

And until we meet again,

May God hold you in the palm of His hand.


