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There have been some notable successes:

• You continue to be served by one of the best Police 
Forces in the country – rated as ‘outstanding’ for 

• effectiveness and efficiency by Government 
• inspectors for the fourth consecutive year in a row – 

the only Force to have achieved this accolade 

• You have an excellent new Chief Constable in post, 
with wealth of experience including three years as 
Deputy Chief Constable in Durham. Jo Farrell replaces 
retiring Chief Constable Mike Barton.

• Our  groundbreaking Community Peer Mentors     
continue to solve problems for vulnerable people 
and reduce the demand on policing – and they have       
received national recognition, with a prestigious 
Tilley award. 

• The innovative Restorative Hub has received an 
important quality kitemark. It brings victims of 
crime and offenders into contact with each other, 
so that those affected by a particular incident can 
find ways to repair the harm and find a positive way 
forward. This helps break the cycle of offending and             
provides greater reassurance to victims - an 

• important priority for me. I am allocating more 
resource to restorative justice than any other Police 
and Crime Commissioner.

But there is much more to do:

• Whilst bucking the national trend of a 7% increase 
in reported crime, in our force area crime increased 
by 3% in 2018 - whilst incidents of anti-social                    
behaviour were down by 10%. I will continue to hold 
the force to account to remain dedicated and vigilant 
to serving your community, and to continue to give 
priority to locally-based neighbourhood policing. 

• Confidence in policing in Durham and Darlington is 
high compared to many other forces, and this must 
continue. We want as many incidents as possible to 
be reported, so that the Police can then deal with 
them, protecting communities and keeping people 
safe.

I have been pleased to serve as your Police Crime and 
Victims’ Commissioner in 2018/19. Here are some of the 
highlights affecting local people in 2018/19.

PCVC Ron Hogg with new Chief Constable Jo Farrell

Community Peer Mentor Coordinator Jim Cunnigham 
receiving a Tilley Award from Prof Nick Tilley of the Jill 
Dando Institute

Ron Hogg with Young PCVC Ellen Terry and
Darlington Youth MP Francis Humble

https://www.durham.police.uk/news-and-events/Pages/News Articles/Four-in-a-row-for-outstanding-Durham-Constabulary.aspx
https://www.durham.police.uk/news-and-events/Pages/News Articles/Four-in-a-row-for-outstanding-Durham-Constabulary.aspx
https://www.durham-pcc.gov.uk/News-and-Events/News-Archive/2019/Apr-Jun/Preferred-candidate-for-Durham-Chief-Constable-announced.aspx
https://www.durham-pcc.gov.uk/News-and-Events/News-Archive/2019/Jan-Mar/Mike-Barton-will-leave-Durham-Constabulary-in-safe-hands-says-Ron-Hogg.aspx
https://www.durham-pcc.gov.uk/News-and-Events/News-Archive/2019/Apr-Jun/Community-Peer-Mentors-win-important-national-award.aspx
https://www.durham-pcc.gov.uk/News-and-Events/News-Archive/2019/Apr-Jun/Community-Peer-Mentors-win-important-national-award.aspx
https://www.durham-pcc.gov.uk/News-and-Events/News-Archive/2018/Oct-Dec/Durham-and-Darlington-Restorative-Hub-receives-prestigious-award.aspx
https://www.durham-pcc.gov.uk/Your-PCC/Accountability/Accountability.aspx
https://www.durham-pcc.gov.uk/Your-PCC/Accountability/Accountability.aspx
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In particular:

• My office worked closely with Durham County Council to      
commission the service for victims of domestic abuse, and are 
currently working on a parallel service with Darlington Borough 
Council

• I am working with partners in the Police, the NHS and the Local 
Authorities to put in place a Sexual Abuse Referral Centre

• The Hate Crime Action Plan which I launched this year led to 
the prominent Hate Hurts campaign, encouraging victims and 
witnesses to report hate crime

• My third Rural Policing Statement includes specific emphasis on 
the needs and services of our important rural communities.

• 
• I continue to monitor police performance. I noted that          

casualties on the road have reduced in 2018.

 
• Argue for a fair level of funding for the Constabulary, with lower 

impact on local Council tax payers

• As a board member of the national Police ICT organisation     
(PICTO) I will continue to ensure that local and national 

• innovations in the technology arena provide what is much 
• needed to increase efficiency and service to our communities. I 

am particularly proud of our Force leading in this area with 
• developments which other forces are now using. PICTO has 

delivered £29m worth of benefits to policing.

• Police and Crime Commissioners should be in a position where 
they are influential on the forthcoming re-unified probation 
services, so that local needs are best met

• Campaign to reform the laws about drug use, so that drug-users 
receive the medical help they need to address their addiction, 
leading to healthier outcomes and fewer deaths and a reduction 
in crime.

This year, having listened to the concerns of local people, I published a refreshed Police, Crime and Victims’ Plan, 
setting out my priorities for the work of the Constabulary, in partnership with other service providers. I continue 
to give top priority to the needs of victims of crime, so that the services they receive are customised to the 
specific needs of individuals.

We continue to operate in a challenging financial environment and 
as PCVC I explore all options available to me to maintain police 
numbers, and invest in the future. I will continue to raise important 
issues with Government : 

I will want to continue to meet local people, attend events, and 
listen to their views and experiences of crime and community 
safety. Your priorities are important to me.

Ron and PCC for North Wales Arfon Jones

Ron working with the Police in Darlington 
Town Centre

Ron at the Big Spring Clean in Horden

• Campaign for safer laws relating to drink-driving.
• 
• Campaign for mandatory licencing of private landlords. By 

knowing who owns a property,  the Police will be able to 
• identify offenders more easily, and crime and anti-social 
• behaviour should be reduced.

Ron attending a agricultural show summer 2018

https://www.durham-pcc.gov.uk/Your-PCC/Police-Crime-and-Victims-Plan/Hate-Crime.aspx
https://www.durham-pcc.gov.uk/Document-Library/Policing-Priorities/Rural-Crime/FINAL-2019-Rural-Statement.pdf
https://www.durham-pcc.gov.uk/Your-PCC/Accountability/Police-Performance.aspx
https://www.durham-pcc.gov.uk/News-and-Events/News-Archive/2019/Jan-Mar/Police-Funding-has-become-a-postcode-lottery-says-Ron-Hogg.aspx
https://www.durham-pcc.gov.uk/News-and-Events/News-Archive/2019/Apr-Jun/Ron-Hogg-welcomes-re-nationalisation-of-the-probation-service.aspx
https://www.durham-pcc.gov.uk/News-and-Events/News-Archive/2019/Apr-Jun/Ron-Hogg-welcomes-re-nationalisation-of-the-probation-service.aspx
https://www.durham-pcc.gov.uk/Document-Library/Policing-Priorities/Drugs/Towards-a-Safer-UK-Drug-Policy.pdf
https://www.durham-pcc.gov.uk/Your-PCC/Police-Crime-and-Victims-Plan/Police-Crime-and-Victims-Plan.aspx
https://www.durham-pcc.gov.uk/Finance/Finance.aspx
https://www.durham-pcc.gov.uk/News-and-Events/News-Archive/2018/Apr-Jun/Police-and-Crime-Commissioners-for-the-North-East-tell-the-government-there-is-a-simple-answer-to-tackle-drink-driving.aspx

