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Welcome to my latest magazine. 
Our annual PCVC Celebration of 
Local Superheroes at Locomation 
in Shildon was once again a great 
success. Huge numbers came out 
from the local community and a 
fantastic day was had by all.

It is a pleasure to welcome our 
new Durham Chief Constable Jo 
Farrell. At the same time we bid 
a fond farewell to Mike Barton. 
Earlier this year Mike steered 
the constabulary to a fourth 
successive outstanding  rating 
which is something we need to 
ensure continues for years to 
come.

Updates from my office can 
be found on our social media. 
Just search for Durham PCC on 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and 
YouTube. Please visit my website 
for more www.durham-pcc.gov.uk

Your Police, Crime and   
Victims’ Commissioner 

Ron Hogg
Police, Crime and Victims' Commissioner 
for County Durham and Darlington

The Hate Hurts campaign has now been running for over four months 
and continues to help people to spread the message that hate crime 
is unacceptable. The high profile campaign is informing people about 
hate incidents, encouraging victims and witnesses to report them and 
celebrating initiatives that promote tolerance and cohesion.  

For pupils at Springfield Academy the campaign is being used to 
reinforce school work to recognise ‘difference’, as well as helping 
them to develop opinions and promote understanding and tolerance. 

Schools have been sent material which can be used as a prompt for 
discussion with extra copies available from the Get Involved page at: 
https://hatehurts.co.uk/

Pupils support Hate Hurts campaign
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Pupils from Springfield Academy in Darlington
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Jo Farrell appointed Chief Constable 
of Durham Constabulary

Pupils support Hate Hurts campaign

Jo Farrell  has been appointed as the new Chief Constable of Durham 
Constabulary. The announcement followed a Confirmation Hearing, 
a statutory process where members of the independent Police and 
Crime Panel have the opportunity to question the preferred 
candidate, and to endorse the appointment. Jo Farrell was the 
preferred candidate of Ron Hogg, Police, Crime and Victims’ 
Commissioner.

Ron said “I organised a thorough recruitment exercise for the best 
person to be Chief Constable, and was very pleased that Durham 
Constabulary’s Deputy Chief Constable, Jo Farrell, was my preferred 
candidate”. Jo first became a police officer in 1991 and joined Durham 
Constabulary in November 2016 as Deputy Chief Constable. She said: 
“I am both delighted and privileged to be appointed as Chief 
Constable of Durham. I very much look forward to leading this 
outstanding force from strength to strength”.

Cllr Lucy Hovvels MBE, Chair of the Police and Crime Panel, said: “The 
Panel was impressed with the quality of the answers provided by 
Jo when she spoke to the panel, and the breadth of her experience 
and was, therefore, pleased to endorse her appointment.”

Chief Constable Farrell formally assumed her role on 8th June.

Mike Barton will 
leave Durham 
Constabulary 
in safe hands 

Departing Chief Constable Mike 
Barton’s legacy is an amazing 
team of Police Officers and staff 
says Ron Hogg, after Mr Barton 
announced his decision to retire 
after 39 years in policing and 
seven years running Durham 
Constabulary.

Reflecting on Mr Barton’s 
period in office, Police Crime 
and Victims’ Commissioner 
(PCVC) Ron Hogg said “I have 
been very fortunate to have 
had such a dedicated, forward 
thinking and passionate Chief 
Constable since being first 
elected as the PCVC for Durham 
and Darlington in 2012”. 

“Mike Barton will leave Durham 
Constabulary as the only Police 
Force in the country that has 
been rated by Inspectors as 
‘outstanding’ for effectiveness 
and efficiency for the past four 
years.”

Ron said to Mike on his 
retirement, “I am glad you are 
able to say that you have had 
fun in this post, and I think its 
fair to say that with you as Chief           
Constable, there has rarely been 
a dull moment! I am grateful 
to you and your family, and in 
particular your wife Maggie, for 
allowing us to borrow you.”
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Ron Hogg with new Durham Chief Constable Jo Farrell

Pupils from Springfield Academy in Darlington



Crimestoppers charity appoints new 
Regional Manager for the North East 

An experienced North East 
businesswoman has been 
appointed as the new Regional 
Manager for Crimestoppers in 
the North East. Ruth McNee, who 
comes from Northumberland 
and now lives in County Durham, 
wants to work closely with 
communities across the region in 
her new role. 

Crimestoppers is the 
independent charity that gives 
people the power to report 
crimes, 100% anonymously. Every 
day over a thousand people call 
the charity on 0800 555 111, or 
use the anonymous online form 
at www.Crimestoppers-uk.org 
to report their concerns about 
crime. Ruth said: “I’m thrilled to 
be helping to promote 
Crimestoppers, and our impact on 
keeping communities safe in the 
North East.  

“I’m hoping to encourage more 

people to become local 
volunteers or ambassadors to 
help raise awareness across the 
North East. If you’d like to know 
more about volunteering, please 
email volunteering@crimestop-
pers-uk.org.”

Ruth added “I’m also extremely 
proud to be promoting our youth 
service www.Fearless.org 
within schools, colleges and youth 
groups. 

Fearless has been developed 
through consultation with young 
people and is committed to 
empowering young people to 
make well-informed choices 
about crimes that affect them and 
their communities.”

After meeting Ruth recently, Ron 
Hogg said “I’m delighted to 
welcome Ruth to her new 
position and look forward to 
working with her in the future”.

Ron Hogg with new Crimestoppers Regional Manager Ruth McNee

CEO 
Sleepout

Ron Hogg, gave up his home 
comforts and slept outdoors at 
Durham Cathedral for the 2019 
CEO SleepOut Durham.  People 
donated online, through Just 
Giving and Facebook giving, as 
well as making offline 
donations.  

Ron Hogg said: “Homeless 
people are at their most 
vulnerable and often have no 
option but to sleep out.  We 
were very lucky as we got a fine 
mild night, in the shadows of 
the iconic cloisters.  This isn’t 
always the case for those who 
are homeless, often not even 
getting a doorway for shelter.”  

The money raised at each sleep 
out is used to fight 
homelessness and poverty in 
each of the host cities and 
therefore the money raised 
from the Durham event goes 
straight back to helping 
vulnerable people in the 
Durham area.
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Durham and Darlington 
Community Peer Mentors were 
the overall winner of the 2018/19 
Tilley Award at the National 
Problem Solving and Demand 
Reduction conference earlier this 
year.

The Peer Mentors pipped the 
four other category winners to 
win the prestigious award after 
receiving the highest 
combined score for their project 
and presentation.

Jim Cunningham from the 
Durham Police Crime and 
Victims’ Commissioner’s project 
team, along with the four other 
category finalists, presented their 
projects to the Tilley Award 
judges and the audience during 
the conference.

Jim, Project Lead for the 
Community Peer Mentor

project, said: “It is a great 
honour highlighting what a 
problem solving approach can 
achieve when supported, 
encouraged and championed as 
it is by Durham Police Crime and 
Victims Commissioner, Durham 
Constabulary and South Yorkshire 
Police. The real winners are the 
volunteers and area coordinators 
who brilliantly support vulnerable 
and isolated people across County 
Durham and Darlington. They are 
amazing and it is very humbling 
for me personally to be 
recognised by the Tilley Awards”. 

Sponsor of the Problem Solving 
and Demand Reduction 
Programme, ACC Lauren Poultney, 
South Yorkshire Police, said “All of 
the category winners were 
excellent examples of the 
different problem solving 
initiatives taking place across the

country and it was a very close 
call for judging. I’d like to 
congratulate the Community Peer 
Mentors from the Durham Police 
Crime and Victims’ 
Commissioner’s Office and each 
of the finalists, as it is a great 
achievement to have been 
selected as both a category and 
overall winner given the number 
and quality of entries submitted.”

Acclaimed Professor and member 
of the Tilley Award judging panel, 
Nick Tilley, also commented on 
the winning project, “Jim 
Cunningham led a great 
project and is a worthy winner. 
The project has benefited from 
continuous improvement over a 
sustained period. It reflects Jim’s 
passion, imagination, hard work 
and cool thinking.”

Ron Hogg added “I am delighted 
that so many Police Officers from 
Durham Constabulary have been 
recognised for their innovative 
and effective contributions to 
community safety. The work of 
the Community Peer Mentors has 
made a huge difference to the 
lives of so many people, and also 
been effective in reducing the 
demand on the force. I would like 
to thank Jim personally for his 
hard work, and to congratulate 
him and all the Peer Mentors 
for receiving this prestigious and 
well-deserved award.”

Community Peer Mentors win national award 
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Crimestoppers charity appoints new 
Regional Manager for the North East 

Jim Cunningham, Project Lead from the Community Peer Mentors 
receiving the award from Nick Tilley



PCVC's 
CELEBRATION 
OF LOCAL 
SUPERHEROES! 
2019
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Thousands of families were once again able to find 
out more about the work of our real-life 
superheroes at the free family fun event hosted by 
Ron Hogg, Police, Crime and Vicitms’ Commissioner.  

The ‘PCVC Celebration of Local Superheroes’ event 
on Saturday 29th June 2019, showcased and raised 
awareness across a range of public and voluntary 
sector organisations.  Families were able to see the 
wider work of our services and how we all work 
together to tackle problems.  
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Search for 'Durham 
PCC' on our social 
media pages to see 

more about the 
PCVC's Celebration 

of Local Superheroes 
including full photo 

albums!
#CelebrateLocalSuperheroes

Ron said: “This annual event is now a firm family 
favourite. My plan of bringing the event forward 
for better weather, certainly paid off.  It has been a 
glorious day, with lots of activities on offer and a 
great turn out of over 5,000. Lots of the work 
organisations do is hidden so this is a great way 
for us to show the hidden things and bust lots of 
myths as to how and why we do things. Planning 
will start again soon for next year, so keep an eye 
out for more information”

Over 50 exhibitors were in attendance, with 
familiar faces from the Police, the Fire and Rescue 
Service, Teesdale and Weardale Search and 
Mountain Rescue, Jet and Ben, HM Coastguard, 
Highways England along with many  local 
community and voluntary organisations who 
support the work of the public services.  

One of the highlights of the day is the fancy dress 
competition at which children can come as their 
favourite character, local superhero, or wearing any 
of their favourite outfits.  

The event is supported by Durham Police Cadets 
who compete at the event in a range of activities to 
be crowned the winner of the annual Ron Hogg 
Cadet Cup.  Ellen Terry, the current Young Police, 
Crime and Victims’ Commissioner presented the 
winning cadets with the Cup.  

Details of the 2020 event will be available soon. 
Thank you to all who attended!
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NORTH EAST'S PCCS CALL ON 
GOVERNMENT TO CONSIDER 
WIDER IMPLICATIONS OF
 ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION

Q. What do you do?  
My role as Governance Manager is varied so here is 
a snapshot of key areas I cover. Some days I am 
documenting major decisions made by the PCVC 
and Chief Constable, other days I am knee deep in 
all things finance – grant agreements, 
invoices, budget monitoring, authorising payments 
and preparation of spreadsheets documenting the 
office spend over £500 on the website. 

Accountability and transparency is a big part of the 
role as well as being the main point of contact for 
all of the Section 22 agreements. They set out the 
provisions under which collaboration agreements 
may be made by police forces and policing bodies. 

I run meetings for the Joint Independent Audit 
Committee and the accountability meetings 
between the Police, Crime and Victims’

Commissioner and the Chief Constable which are 
held monthly – this keeps me on my toes!

I work as part of a fantastic team and help as often 
as I can on Engagement Events. 

Q. What is your favourite part of your job?
I absolutely love working on Engagement Events 
such as Durham Pride and the Miners Gala. I have 
met some fantastic people through the job who 
now are really good friends.

Q. Tell us something we wouldn’t know about you 
e.g. hidden talents or hobbies?

I love to dance and sing (I use that term loosely as 
I can’t sing) although my husband and children are 
always telling me to turn the music down.

Q. What is your favourite quote?

Life is like a roller coaster. You can either scream 
every time there is a bump or you can throw your 
hands up and enjoy the ride.

Staff Q and A :
Jo’Anne Connor

Governance Manager 

Sherburn Road Police Station re-opened
Past and present officers from Durham 
Constabulary, local dignitaries and members of 
the community flocked to Sherburn Road Police 
Station, in Durham, to see the community-based 
facility re-open after a seven-month 
refurbishment.

Volunteers from Ethicare Durham Ltd, a 
person-centred provision offering vital day care 
and supported living services to adults with a 
learning disability, helped transform the station’s 
garden over the last three years. Ron Hogg said 
“The main thing is that we are still in the heart of 
the community and that’s what we want.”

Former Chief Constable Mike Barton and Ron 
Hogg with volunteers from Ethicare Durham
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We also have an established mini-police initiative 
in schools aimed at supporting the force’s priorities 
and engaging with other young people to prevent 
crime”.

Speaking at the event, Home Office Minister 
Victoria Atkins set out the strategy’s key messages 
and action being taken at national level. Other 
speakers, including Ron Hogg, discussed 
activities in the North East which are designed to 
combat serious violence, and how they are 
increasingly working together. There was also a 
passionate speech from the mother of a young 
man who was stabbed to death brought home the 
reality of serious violence to delegates. 

The Home Office has been consulting on a new legal 
duty for police officers, education partners, local 
authority and health care professionals to take 
action and prevent violent crime. The Serious 
Violence Strategy promotes a ‘public health’ 
approach to serious violence. 

Speaking at the consultation event, Ron Hogg said 
“In Durham we are working together to identify 
individuals who are at risk of becoming involved in 
serious violence, and putting in place measures to 
divert them into more rewarding, fulfilling activities. 
Durham Constabulary’s Checkpoint scheme, aimed 
at low-level adult offenders, is demonstrating real 
benefits in terms of reducing re-offending. 

Serious violence conference 
discusses new strategy

The North East’s three Police and Crime 
Commissioners are calling on the Government to 
focus on the wider implications of alcohol use, in 
the Prevention green paper when it is published 
later this year.

The green paper will propose a number of actions 
to help people from falling into ill-health as a 
consequence of drinking, obesity, social isolation 
or other dangers to their health. The North East’s 
three Police and Crime Commissioners, Dame Vera 
Baird, Barry Coppinger and Ron Hogg have written 
to Health Secretary Matt Hancock MP to make the 
case that the impact of alcohol on society extends 
beyond the harm it causes to individuals, to 
increased levels of crime, sub-optimum economic 
performance, and costs to the public purse.
Speaking as the letter is being sent to Mr Hancock, 
Durham’s Police, Crime and Victims’ Commissioner 
Ron Hogg said “More than one in four adults in the

North East are drinking at levels which put them at 
risk of illnesses such as heart disease, stroke, early 
onset dementia and cancer, and people in routine 
occupations are at greater risk than those in 
managerial positions. That means that the North 
East is particularly at risk, impacting on all 
emergency services.”

NORTH EAST’S PCCS CALL ON GOVERNMENT TO CONSIDER 
WIDER IMPLICATIONS OF ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION

Ron with former Northumbria PCC Vera Baird 
and Cleveland PCC Barry Coppinger
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Supporting victims and witnesses 

Victim Care and 
Advice Services 

0303 0401 0999 or 
info@safeinteesvalley.org

Harbour

03000 20 25 25
info@myharbour.org.uk

LCJP
Cleveland & Durham
Local Criminal Justice Partnership

The Local  Criminal Justice partnership works across 
Cleveland and Durham to ensure we have a criminal 
justice system which the public have confidence in, 
achieves positive outcomes for victims and reduces 
both intergenerational and repeat offending.  In this 
issue of the magazine we will put the spotlight on 
our work to support victims.

Do you know your rights?

All victims have rights under the Code of Practice 
for Victims of Crime.  In the future, the PCVC will 
be responsible for monitoring compliance with 
these victim entitlements.  The PCVC sees this as an 
opportunity to ensure not only that victim rights are 
upheld but that this is done in a sensitive, 
appropriate manner that empowers victims and
enables them to make informed choices and 
decisions.

Support to cope with and recover from your 
experience

Making sure those who have been a victim of, or a 
witness to, crime are supported to cope with and 
recover from their experience continues to be a 
priority for the PCVC.  Over the past year, existing 
support for victims and witnesses has been 
reviewed and work is currently being done to 
further develop the model to ensure that victims 
and witnesses can access a range of support when 
and where they need it.  

We hope to be able to provide more details of the 
proposed new model in the autumn 2019 but if, in 
the meantime, you need any advice, assistance or 
support in coping with the immediate aftermath of 
a crime or your long term recovery please do 
contact the Victim Care and Advice Service (VCAS) 
on 0303 0401 0999.

Domestic Abuse – ‘Everyone’s Business’

This partnership working has resulted in the 
introduction of a ‘whole system’ approach to 
domestic abuse and a best practice framework that 
focuses on delivering more effective working across 
the criminal justice system, robust partnerships with 
relevant partner organisations outside the criminal 
justice system, better collaboration with civil and 
family court processes, integrated support for 
victims and meaningful consequences for offenders.

For specialist advice and support, victims and/or 
their families can call Harbour Support Services.

Have your say

If you are interested in sharing your 
experience of current services that support 
victims and witnesses please contact us. 

Further information can be found on our website at
https://www.durham-pcc.gov.uk/Victims/Support-
ing-Victims.aspx

https://www.durham-pcc.gov.uk/Victims/Supporting-Victims.aspx
https://www.durham-pcc.gov.uk/Victims/Supporting-Victims.aspx
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Close pass scheme

Cleveland & Durham
Local Criminal Justice Partnership

Across the region! 

Durham Pride

Hurworth Fair

Visiting Rural Police Officers Durham Pride

Durham Pride



Dates for your diary...

For more updates.....

         

Durham Police, Crime and 
Victims' Commissioner

@DurhamPCC

@durhampcc

Durham PCVC Office 

Find us on social media, search for the 
below accounts on the following websites:

This magazine is available online and in hard 
copy. If you would like a copy posted to you, or 
several copies for an organisation you may be 
involved in, please let us know .

Please get in touch...
Office of the Durham Police, Crime and Victims’ 
Commissioner
Durham Constabulary HQ
Aykley Heads
Durham
DH1 5TT
Tel: 0191 3752001
Email: General.EnquiriesPCVC@durham.pnn.police.uk
Web:  www.durham-pcc.gov.uk

Sedgefield 
Show 

Saturday 10th 
August

Wolsingham 
Show

Saturday 7th 
September

https://www.facebook.com/PCC.Durham/
https://www.facebook.com/PCC.Durham/
https://twitter.com/DurhamPolice
https://www.instagram.com/durhampcc/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxLefuJnKEaH5p9r0Z6K27A

