
HoggWatch
Putting victims first in County Durham and Darlington 

SUMMER 2018
MAGAZINE

Male 
victims of 

domestic abuse 
encouraged to 

speak out

New 
Police, 

Crime and 
Victims' Plan for 

2018-21

Working 
together to 

tackle hate crime

Celebration 
of Local 

Superheroes -
 back for its fourth 

year



Contents
2 Students given an insight into the role of the PCVC

3 Men can be victims too, says Young PCVC - #NO LESS 
OF A MAN

4 New Police, Crime & Victims’ Plan for County 
Durham & Darlington launched

6 Staff Q&A: Jacob Cain
We won a WOW! Award

7 United to tackle hate crime

8 
Working together to combat crime, support victims 
and tackle the challenges ahead
Rural update 

9 Dementia Friendly Durham City 

10
Revolving Doors Spotlight on Substance Misuse
The Queen's Garden Party
Congratulations Elsie Davies!

11 Dates for your diary

2

Ron Hogg
Police, Crime and Victims' Commissioner 
for County Durham and Darlington

Ron Hogg
Welcome to my Summer 2018 
magazine which includes updates 
from the Young PCVC Libby 
Wright, the Local Criminal Justice 
Partnership and much more.

It has been a busy few months 
for us here at the Office of the 
Durham Police, Crime and Victims’ 
Commissioner.

In June I published my latest annual 
report which shows how the Police 
and other partner organisations 
met my objectives in 2017-18. See 
more on page eight. 

Libby Wright, the Young PCVC 
launched her ‘No Less of a Man’ 
campaign. See page two.

In July I launched my new Police, 
Crime and Victims’ Plan for 2018-
2021. See page four for more 
information.  

If you would like to receive regular 
updates from my office you 
can follow us on social media. 
Just search for Durham PCC on 
Facebook, Twitter or Instagram. 

Your Police, Crime and 

Victims' Commissioner...

Students given an insight into the role of 
the PCVC 
Durham Sixth Form Centre invited Ron to give a guest lecture to over 40 
Year 12 students studying Criminology and or Law in July. He told them 
about his journey to becoming the PCVC, what the role entailed, and 
what the biggest challenges are. 

Ron said: “I was thrilled to be asked to give a guest lecture to the 
students.  It was great to share with them my thoughts on being a PCVC 
and what I plan on achieving though my next Police, Crime and Victims’ 
Plan.  

I believe it is very important to engage with our young people, as 
they are the future.  We need to encourage them to use their voices 
today to engage, so that we can work together to change the world of 
tomorrow.” 

Criminology / Law students from Durham Sixth Form Centre 
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Front Cover: PCVC Ron Hogg with the Young PCVC Libby Wright, at the launch of the 'No Less of a Man' campaign

#NO LESS OF A MAN
Male victims of 
domestic abuse are 
encouraged to seek 
support in a campaign 
across County Durham 
and Darlington, 
launched in June.
The #NOLESSOFAMAN campaign 
is aimed at men who are victims 
of domestic abuse. There are over 
2.5 million cases of domestic abuse 
against men reported in the UK 
each year. Domestic abuse can 
be psychological, physical, sexual, 
financial or emotional.

A key message is that there is help 
and support available for male 
victims through Harbour, a service 
commissioned to provide assistance 
to individuals and families affected 
by domestic abuse.

The new campaign is spearheaded 
by Libby Wright, the Young Police, 
Crime and Victims’ Commissioner 
for County Durham and Darlington. 
Libby was elected by the Police 
Cadets last year on a manifesto 
which included a commitment to 
promote the rights and interests of 
male victims of domestic abuse.

Libby said: “Research suggests 
that one in six men are victims of 
physical violence from an intimate 
partner.  Men are also two times 
less likely to tell anyone about the 
domestic abuse they are suffering. 

 “I want to empower men to seek 
help and reassure them that help 
and support is available. Men 

should feel free to seek help. They 
shouldn’t view the situation they 
find themselves in as a sign of 
weakness; it doesn’t make them 
any less of a man.”

Speaking at the launch, Police, 
Crime and Victims’ Commissioner 
Ron Hogg said: “Libby is absolutely 
right to raise this issue. For too 
long, this issue has remained 
hidden and under-reported. I hope 
this campaign will encourage men 
to come forward and seek support.”

Copies of the hard-hitting poster 
will be distributed through a 
variety of places including colleges, 
universities, GP surgeries, pubs, 
and more.

If you would like copies of the 
poster to distribute in your 
workplace, contact 
general.enquiries@durham.pcc.
pnn.gov.uk.

Men can be victims too, says Young PCVC -

2.5
MILLION

cases of domestic abuse 
against men are reported 

each year

2
TIMES LESS 

LIKELY
men are two times less likely 

to tell anyone about the 
domestic abuse they are 

suffering 

PCVC Ron Hogg with Young PCVC Libby Wright
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Ron’s 2018 Police, Crime and Victims’ 
Plan emphasises the importance of 
partners working together to achieve 
a clear vision. 
It is now half-way through Ron’s current term of office 
and he has taken the opportunity to refresh his Police, 
Crime and Victims’ Plan for the period to 2021. The 
Plan sets out what Ron hopes to achieve during that 
time, and lays foundations for the longer-term. 

The refreshed plan emphasises that in order to 
achieve the objectives set out within it, Ron will be 
working with the Police and a range of other partners 
across the criminal justice system, health and local 
government. Every day Ron works with politicians 
and senior staff from the Local Authorities, NHS 
organisations, criminal justice partners and the other 
emergency services.

Ron said “In 2016, I added the word ‘victims’ to 
my job title, to make it ‘Police, Crime and Victims’ 

Commissioner’. Many victims are vulnerable; 

some have mental health problems. All of them 
should be offered support to cope and recover. 
Since 2016 I have set up a number of victim-focused 
services, details of which you will find in this Plan. 
A key priority for me going forward is ensuring that 
victims receive the support they require to cope, 
recover and engage in the justice system; not just 
from the police, but other services as well.”

Ron added “most importantly, I want to be able to 
speak to local residents, hear what they have to 
say, and influence the work of others to meet local 
needs. It will always be important to me to be visible 
and accessible so that you can raise issues with me 
directly, and I will continue to use your money as 
efficiently as possible, to maintain Durham’s position 
as the most efficient Police force in the country.

The Plan includes Ron’s vision:

County Durham and Darlington are areas where all 
communities are safe, victims and vulnerable people 
feel supported, crime and reoffending are low, and 

POLICE, CRIME & VICTIMS’ 
PLAN FOR COUNTY DURHAM & 
DARLINGTON

7

1 2 3

8 9

Ensure that victims are 
supported at all stages of 

the criminal justice 
system 

Address the root causes 
of offending and support 

the rehabilitation of 
people who have 

offended 

Safeguard vulnerable 
people 

Tackle and prevent 
domestic abuse and 
sexual violence in all 

their forms 

Tackle and prevent hate 
crime Tackle and prevent fraud 

RON'S PRIORITIES:
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people have confidence in policing and the criminal 
justice system.

There are also four key outcomes which illustrate 
what needs to happen to achieve the vision:

• Communities are safe and crime is reduced

• Victims and the vulnerable feel supported

• Reoffending is reduced and rehabilitation is 
improved

• People have confidence in the criminal justice 
system

Every quarter, Ron will publish a Performance Report 
which will set out progress against the outcomes 
in the refreshed Plan. The Performance Report will 
follow a new format drawing on information from 
across the partnership of organisations that are 
delivering work to achieve the vision.

County Durham 
and Darlington are 
areas where all 
communities are 
safe, victims and 
vulnerable people 
feel supported, 
crime and 
reoffending are 
low, and people 
have confidence 
in policing and the 
criminal justice 
system...

12

4 5

10 11

Improve road safety Reduce the harm caused 
by alcohol and drugs

Improve community 
safety in rural areas

Tackle and prevent anti-
social behaviour

Tackle and prevent 
modern slavery 

Tackle and prevent 
cyber-enabled crime

2018 - 2021

The vision: 
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"Money can't buy happiness or 
memories that they will speak of for 

quite some time" - a grateful parent. 

Q. What do you do? 
A. Broadly two things: firstly, I’m 
the PCVC’s lead on three of his 
priorities (road safety, cybercrime, 
and rural affairs); and, secondly, 
I work with the whole team to 
continue to develop how the 
PCVC holds the Chief Constable to 
account.
Day-to-day this means working 
with police officers and partners 
to deliver on the PCVC’s priorities 
– and producing reports on police 
performance.
Q. What is your favourite part of 
your job?
A. I love the opportunity my job 
permits me to meet with lots 
of interesting people – and to 
understand the good work, effort 
and thought so many put into 
making the place we all live safer.
Q. Tell us something we wouldn’t 
know about you e.g. hidden 
talents or hobbies.
A. I don’t have many hidden 
talents, but when it comes to 
hobbies, I have a passion for rare 
book collecting!
Q. What’s your favourite quote? 
A. “Procrastination is the thief of 
time” – Mr Micawber in David 

Copperfield by Charles 
Dickens.

Mrs Sarah Harris & Miss Emma Newman from Durham Police, Crime 
& Victims' Commissioner and PC Ian Squire & PC Mike Fisher have 
received a ‘Wow! Award’ after being nominated by a grateful parent. 

The parent and her family won a tour of Police HQ at the PCVC's 
Celebration of Local Superheroes event in Shildon last October.

She said: “From start to finish the boys were given so much attention 
and really made to feel special. Everyone we met was so friendly and 
pulled out all the stops to make it an amazing visit. We saw how the 
control room works, went in the magic lift, a very exciting incoming call 
from Lightning McQueen and had a 'pretend' drive of the police car. 
Even the police dog came to say hello. What an amazing thing to do 
and such genuine care for the community and potential future recruits 
- my boys are very keen to become policemen now. As a Mummy, it's 
these moments that I really cherish; money can't buy happiness or 
memories that they will speak of for quite some time.

“Those nominated are not just serving the force and their community 
but definitely have gone above and beyond to make a very special 
event for the boys. Special thanks to Deputy Chief Constable Jo Farrell 
and Chief Inspector Catherine James too for their kind welcome.

“Thank you so much for such genuine care.”

Staff Q&A: Jacob Cain

Policy and 
Accountability Officer

PC Mike Fisher, Mrs Sarah Harris, Miss Emma Newman, DCC Jo Farrell and PC Ian Squire
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The importance of 
communities working 
together to combat 
hate crime and increase 
community cohesion 
was emphasised at a 
conference in Newton 
Aycliffe on 4 July. 
About 100 people attended the 
conference, which was organised 
by Ron Hogg. One of the priorities 
in Ron’s new Police, Crime and 
Victims’ Plan is to ‘tackle and 
prevent hate crime’. The conference 
included a series of workshops at 
which delegates discussed how this 
might be achieved. Later this year 
the multi-agency Joint Hate Crime 
Action Group will develop a new 
Action Plan made up of projects 
based on the ideas coming out of 
those workshops, and the Group 
will also oversee implementation of 
the projects.

Speaking after the conference, Ron 
said “it was really inspiring to see 

so many people coming together 
and seeking new ways to combat 
hate crime. I was particularly 
pleased that so many strands of 
diversity were taken into account 
in the discussions. They are all 
important to me and I expect the 
Action Plan to be wide-ranging.

As well as the workshops, there 
were speakers from Durham 
County Council, Darlington Borough 
Council, and Darlington Association 
on Disability, each setting out how 
committed their organisation is to 
addressing hate crime. A number of 
people who have experienced hate 
crime were also prepared to tell the 
conference about their experience.

Ron concluded by saying that 
“preventing hate crime from 
happening in the first place is 
a top priority. One of the key 
messages from this conference 
is the importance of community 
cohesion”. 

Working together to tackle hate crime

James Kingett SRtRC, 
Stephen Miller and PCVC 

Ron Hogg

Over 100 delegates 
attended the conference 

Stephen Miller, the 
Paralympic Gold Medalist 

was the keynote speaker

PCVC Ron Hogg talking 
at the conference 

PC Mike Fisher, Mrs Sarah Harris, Miss Emma Newman, DCC Jo Farrell and PC Ian Squire
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Improved services for residents, 
businesses and victims of crime during 
2017-18, are highlighted in Ron’s 
Annual Report for 2017-18. The report 
shows how Police and other partner 
organisations met Ron’s objectives in 
2017-18.
The report shines a light on joint-working between 
organisations to deliver services to combat crime, 
support victims and reduce re-offending in Durham 
and Darlington. The Cleveland and Durham Local 
Criminal Justice Plan, for example, brings together 
agencies with responsibility for delivering criminal 
justice, and demonstrates a commitment to achieving 
an end-to-end service for victims of crime and 
anti-social behaviour, and a joined-up process for 
rehabilitating offenders and reducing reoffending. 

Another key priority during the year was services for 
victims. Ron launched a Hate Crime Advocacy Service, 
which helps victims of hate crime to have a voice 
and make it more likely that offenders are brought 
to justice. A similar service was launched to support 
victims with mental ill-health. 

Ron said: “Being accountable to the public is 
important. I use the Annual Report to let the public 

know how my 
objectives, based on 
their priorities, were 
achieved over the 
past year. 

“2017-18 has been 
a satisfying and 
successful year but 
crime has been 
rising and there 
are still challenges ahead. The Force now 
has 400 fewer officers than in 2010, and there have 
also been reductions in the number of police staff 
and Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs). I 
will continue to campaign to Government to ensure 
that we receive a fair funding settlement for County 
Durham and Darlington.

“Durham Constabulary continues to be the most 
effective and efficient force in the country, and 
research shows that local people have greater 
confidence in the Police than almost anywhere else 
in the country. They can be confident that when they 
report a crime or incident, it will be taken seriously.”

Ron’s Annual Report can be found on his website at: 
www.durham-pcc.gov.uk, or search for Durham PCC 
on Facebook and Twitter. 

Working together to combat crime, support 
victims and tackle the challenges ahead

Rural 
Update

Thank you to those of 
you that took part in the Rural 

Crime Survey 2018. 
We’re now going through the results and using 
these to inform this year’s update to the rural 

statement (to be published in the autumn).
As ever, if you do have any comments or 

feedback on community safety in rural areas, 
please let us know. You can do this via 

email: general.enquiries@durham.
pcc.pnn.gov.uk or phone: 

0191 375 2001.
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Durham City aims to be dementia friendly

Work is underway to make Durham 
City more accessible for people living 
with dementia.
A new group, Dementia Friendly Durham City, has 
been launched to try and make the city easier to use 
by people with the condition.

Nanette Tiplady, ambassador for Durham’s Business 
Improvement District, said: “It’s about raising 
awareness of the condition while making the city 
accessible to as many people as possible, so that 
people living with dementia together with their family, 
friends and carers can experience and enjoy all that 
Durham has to offer in a safe, secure and welcoming 
environment.”

A number of events, talks, workshops and afternoon 
teas were held in the city to launch the scheme and 
provide information to people.

Ron visited The Alzheimer’s Society’s dementia 
friendly bus in the Market Place, where he spoke 
about his own experience of dealing with his father’s 

struggle with dementia.

Ron's father, a former steel worker, Archie Hogg died 
in 2011, aged 87, after being diagnosed with dementia 
in 2003.

Ron said: “It was hard for me to come to terms with 
my dad’s decline. He went from being someone who 
had worked hard all his life – a very capable individual 
– to not being able to do the most basic of things like 
tie his own shoelaces.

“You could see his comprehension diminishing all the 
time to the point where he just closed down.

"Dementia is an awful disease. Bit by bit you lose the 
person you knew and I found that really difficult to 
deal with.

"It's important that we bring about community 
change so that people living with dementia feel safe, 
valued and included in society.” 

If you would like more information on Dementia and 
how you can make a change, visit www.alzheimers.
org.uk. 



We are proud to 
congratulate and give 
thanks to Elsie Davies, 
who has received a British 
Empire Medal from the 
Queen, for services to 
disadvantaged people in 
County Durham. 

Elise is the current chair of the PCVC Audit Committee 
and served as vice chair of the Durham Police 
Authority. Well done Elsie, you are amazing!

Revolving Doors Spotlight on 
Substance Misuse - Emerging 

good practice across PCC areas

The Revolving Doors Agency spotlights emerging good 
practice on substance misuse commissioned by Police 
and Crime Commissioners. The report, Spotlight on 
Substance Misuse, brings together examples of good 
practice with a view to raising awareness about the 
link between substance misuse, associated health 
inequalities and crime and encourage PCCs to develop 
programmes, which take a public health approach to 
tackle the root causes of crime. The report highlights 
seven, very varied, examples of emerging best 
practice including:

• Heroin Assisted Treatment in the West Midlands;

• Checkpoint diversion project in Durham;

• Partnership approach to high impact drinkers in 
Surrey;

• Supporting veterans with substance misuse needs 
in Derbyshire.

To find out what they said about Checkpoint, read the 
report here: www.revolving-doors.org.uk.

If you would like to hear regular updates from the 
Checkpoint team, you can find 
them on Facebook. Just search 
for Checkpoint & Offender 
Management and give them a 
like!

Alan tells us about his day:
“The Lord Chamberlain is commanded by Her 
Majesty to invite... No, it must be a typo. Sure 
enough, the invitation was genuine. It wasn’t a 

prank. Someone had decided that the work that 
my colleagues and I do for the local community 

warranted an opportunity to have the honour of 
going the Queen’s party.

“And an honour it was. After chatting in the queue 
to our fellow guests, with everyone curious as to 

why everyone else had been invited, we were able 
to stroll onto the lawn at the back of Buckingham 
Palace. The anthem played, and everyone craned 

their necks to see Her Majesty. She looked 
resplendent of course, with a dash of “cool” in her 

shades. 

“We wandered around the beautifully tended 
garden in the afternoon sun. We were even able to 
go inside the Palace, seeing a couple of reception 

rooms where diplomats are greeted. It was a special 
experience, and a lovely way to recognise people.

“It is, by definition, a once-in-a-lifetime event. 
No one goes twice! And it was a day I will never 

forget”.10

It was a proud day for the Office 
recently, as the Chief Executive, Alan 
Reiss and his wife Jan, were invited to 

a Garden Party at Buckingham Palace. 

Congratula
tions 

Elsie!



DURHAM POLICE, CRIMEAND VICTIMS’ COMMISSIONER

RON HOGG

P        

FREE... FA
MILY FUN DAY!

SATURDAY 27TH OCTOBER 2018,10AM-3PM AT LOCOMOTION, SHILDON, DL4 2RE

Take part in activitiesrun by local emergencyservices, including:
•Durham Constabulary •County Durham andDarlington Fire andRescue Service•HM Coastguard•Teesdale and WeardaleSearch and MountainRescue Team •Plus much more!
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Ron and his team are out and about this summer to 
various events in towns and villages across County 
Durham and Darlington. 
Visit the Events Calendar on Ron's website for details.

Dates for your diary...

Please get in touch...
Office of the Durham Police, Crime and Victims’ 
Commissioner
Durham Constabulary HQ
Aykley Heads
Durham
DH1 5TT
Tel: 0191 3752001
Email: general.enquiries@durham.pcc.pnn.gov.uk
Web:  www.durham-pcc.gov.uk

Find us on social media. 
Just search for DurhamPCC 

on the following sites:

For more updates...
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Firthmoor Live, 
Darlington

Bikewise, 
Police HQ

Eastbourne 
and Lascelles 
Residents 

Summer Fête

Sedgefield 
Show

Wolsingham 
Show

Peterlee 
Show

Stanhope 
Show

Eggleston Show 

Hurworth 
Country Fair

PCVC Celebration 
of Local 

Superheroes

July July July Aug

Sept Sept Sept Sept

Sept Oct

Peases Fest, Crook 2018

Lanchest
er sh

ow 

2018

Celebration of Local 
Superheroes! 
- back again!



Men are two times 
less likely to tell 

anyone about the 
domestic abuse 

they are suffering

Supported by The Safe Durham 
Partnership and Darlington 

Community Safety Partnership

NO LESS OF A MAN

Men can be victims  
of domestic abuse too

If you or someone you know may need support, contact Harbour:   03000 20 25 25

#NOLESSOFAMAN

cases of domestic 
abuse against 

men are reported 
every year

2.5

2

MILLION

TIMES LESS 
LIKELY

 info@myharbour.org.uk      @harboursupportservices     www.myharbour.org.uk

SIGNS
of domestic abuse can 

be physical, sexual 
and mental, such as 
feeling threatened, 

controlled, coerced, 
or degraded

1 IN 6 MEN
have been 
victims of 
physical 

violence from an 
intimate partner
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