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Purpose of briefing- to update the commissioner regarding roles and responsibilities for 
ourselves, the force and other statutory partners in relation to the introduction of the serious 
violence  duty  

Background 

The SVD was introduced on the 9th March 2021 as part of the Police Crime, Sentencing and 
Courts Bill, alongside Serious Violence Reduction Orders (SVROs) and Homicide Reviews.  The 
duty represents a key part of the Government’s wider programme of work to prevent and 
reduce serious violence; taking a whole-system approach to understand the causes and 
consequences of serious violence with a focus on prevention and early intervention.  

The SVD requires organisations to work together to plan, share data, intelligence, and 
knowledge, in order  to generate evidence-based analysis of the problems and solutions to 
prevent and reduce serious violence in local areas.  It is intended that there is 
sufficient flexibility for relevant organisations to work together in the most effective local 
partnership for any given area.  

The Crime and Disorder Act 1998 will be amended to ensure that tackling serious violence is 
an explicit priority for Community Safety Partnerships, requiring the police, local authorities, 
youth offending teams, probation, fire and rescue, and health authorities to work together to 
establish the local problem profile and  strategic needs assessment.  

Serious Violence Reduction Orders (SVROs) have also been introduced in the Bill on the basis 
of a targeted pilot in the first instance and are a new court order to focus  on known offenders. 
They will give the police powers to take a more proactive approach and make it easier to 
target adults already convicted of knife and offensive weapon offences – giving them the 
automatic right to search these offenders.  

Every offender issued with a SVRO will face an increased likelihood of being stopped by the 
police and, if they persist in carrying weapons, they will be sent back to prison or brought 
before the court    

The intention is that such orders  will help to tackle prolific, high risk offenders, by making it 
easier for police to search them for weapons.   SVROs will also help to protect first time 
offenders from being drawn into further exploitation by criminal gangs.  

Offensive Weapon Homicide Reviews 

Police, local authorities and  clinical commissioning groups will be required to review the 
circumstances of certain homicides where the victim was aged 18 or over, and the events 
surrounding their death involved, or were likely to have involved the use of an offensive 
weapon. 

The legislation  includes an overarching legal framework relating to these homicide reviews,  
setting notification publication requirements, and providing  clarity around data sharing 
regulations. 

 



Current Issues 

PCCs may choose to assist specified authorities in discharging their functions under the Duty.  
This could include collaborating with local partnerships, taking a convening role to support 
the development and implementation of the local strategy and jointly commissioning 
services.   

The legislation complements the current investment in Violence Reduction Units, in the 18 
police force areas most affected by serious violence.  There hasn’t been a notable increase in 
serious violence across  Durham and Darlington and the focus remains on prevention.  

Decisions Needed 

There needs to be development and publication of a  local strategy which will outline the 
collective action to be taken which must include but is not limited to:  

• A summary of the local problem profile. 

• How the chosen partnership will work together. 

• Actions including specific interventions / preventative action. 

• Engagement plans with voluntary and community organisations and young people; and 

• Identified funding streams or resources. 

Although not subject to the Duty, PCCs will have similar functions to that which they have in 
relation to Community Safety Partnerships.  These  include the : 

• Ability to monitor activities by specified authorities in relation to their functions under the 
Duty. 

• Reporting of findings to the Secretary of State who may use the evidence to exercise their 
direction-making power. 

PCCs can request any specified authority or relevant authority within its police force area to 
supply information to support its function of monitoring the exercise of the Duty and 
Authorities must comply with such requests, so long as they do not contravene data 
protection legislation.   

People to Meet 

Community Safety Partnership chairs – Keith Wanley(Durham) and Adrian Green ( Darlington)  

Local authority leads  – John Hewitt ( Durham)  Paul Wildsmith/Ian Williams – (Darlington) 

Youth offending mangers – Dave Summers ( Durham) and Joanne Benson ( Darlington) 

Probation Service – Bronwen Elphick, John Graham and kay Nicolson 

Fire and rescue – Keith Wanley  

Public health – Penny Spring ( Darlington),  Gill  O’Neill ( Durham) 

 


