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The U.S. criminal justice system suggests that the crime 
committed equates to time served. Unfortunately for 
many, this is not a complete narrative. The combined ef-
fects of history, political influence, and state reliance on 
the imprisonment of Black and brown bodies has created 
a cycle of collateral consequences for incarcerated men 
and women.

This project was born out of our desire to see all Black peo-
ple free from oppression under an unfair and unjust system 
where mass incarceration remains a problem.

This toolkit will provide you with the knowledge, tools, 
and resources to further understand the need for decarcer-
ation and in hopes that you will aid in the fight to create 
positive, sustainable reform in the criminal justice system.

PrefacePreface“If love 
could be an 
acronym it  
would be life’s 
only valid 
expression.”

— Rob
Toolkit One:  TIME TO ACT
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The original framework of the American criminal justice sys-
tem came from the Bill of Rights and was implemented to 
protect the rights and liberties of citizens under the U.S Con-
stitution. 

A provision of the 13th Amendment1 legalized the enslave-
ment of prisoners and as a result, the U.S. has the largest 
prison system with over 2.3 million incarcerated individ-
uals that account for 25% of the global prison population.

While the power and decision-making structure of judges, 
attorneys, and government were influenced by British prede-
cessors, the expansion and adoption of mass incarceration 
is inherent to American capitalism. The converging inter-
ests between government and private industries that rely 
on mass incarceration for goods, labor, and profit is what is 
known as the Prison Industrial Complex.

The U.S. Criminal 
Justice System

10 Toolkit One:  TIME TO ACT The Foundation The U.S. Criminal Justice System
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Incarceration rates per 100,000 population
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The growth of mass incarceration did not happen on it’s 
own; between judges, attorneys, politicians and police 
officers, an interconnected system was established causing 
the prison population to skyrocket. 

A byproduct of Ronald Regan’s declaration of a “War 
on Drugs” in Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act 
in 1994, commonly known as the 1994 Crime Bill 2. The 
1994 Crime Bill mandated “truth in sentencing” laws 
at the federal level that created mandatory minimums 
and harsher sentencing while also  encouraging states 
to enact similar legislation. In turn, states received more 
federal funding to build prison and correctional facilities 
while leaving many Black households without parents.

Key Players
Legislators Create laws that decide what constitutes a criminal 

and punishable offense. Common examples include City 
Council members, mayors, governors, senators and House 
representatives. While state legislators are primarily 
responsible for the creating laws created and maintaining the 
the maintenance ofprison systems, officials including judges 
that preside over low level offenses are elected at the local 
level. Federal elected officials help pass national mandates that 
greatly impact the criminal justice system.

Enforce the laws created by politicians and maintain authority 
over civilians via communitysurveillance, intimidation, and, in 
some cases, physical force.

Depending on whether they bring the charges to court 
(prosecutor) or represent the accused (defense), argue and 
debate the facts of a case and whether an accused individual 
should be convicted of a crime. Both prosecution and defense 
attorneys have a great deal of discretion and can decide 
whether to prosecute a crime, pursue a more severe charge or 
offer a plea bargain. 

Preside over criminal cases and decide sentencing for convicted 
individuals. Similar to attorneys, their verdict and sentencing 
power is influenced by their political and social view of the 
crime and those accused. Because of the authority granted to 
judges, this discretion can go unchecked.

Police Depts.

Attorneys

Judges

1515The Foundation The U.S. Criminal Justice SystemToolkit One:  TIME TO ACT
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When analyzing key players, it is helpful to understand 
the institutions where key players assert power and 
make decisions in the criminal justice system.

Combined, these key players, key institutions of power and 
American capitalism are responsible for the maintenance 
and perpetuation of the justice system that exists today.

Key Institutions
Judicial Courts Where judges, attorneys, and civilians meet to decide a case 

and determine the fate of a civilian. Courthouses also consist 
of bureaucratic agencies that assist key players in the criminal 
justice process, including the bail bond process to secure a pris-
oner or detained individual’s release.

Hold people that are convicted of a criminal case for a speci-
fied period of time. Also within prison systems are a number of 
bureaucratic agents (correctional officers and community su-

Such as the chamber or local county clerk office, are the pri-
mary meeting places for politicians within every level of gov-
ernment. Official meetings where politicians discuss and vote 
on important laws and policies are held here. Majority of these 
meetings are public record.

Where police officers are stationed within a specific neighbor-
hood or region. The location of the department is often where 
they have primary jurisdiction and therefore enforce law over 

Corrections

Gov. Agencies

Police Depts.

17The U.S. Criminal Justice SystemThe FoundationToolkit One:  TIME TO ACT
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Mandatory Minimum Sentencing:
When the 1994 Crime Bill was passed, it encouraged states to enact more punitive laws and 
states began establishing a mandatory minimum of years convicted based on an offense.

• Mandatory minimums have almost exclusively applied to drug offenses and Black 
Americans account for the majority of mandatory minimum sentencing at 
45%3.

Pre-trial Detention:
When the accused are kept detained in jail or a correctional facility until they face trial.

• As of 2017, there are over 550,000 currently detained without conviction 4 
or sentencing, usually due to an inability to pay the bail amount for their release.

• The U.S. is one of only two countries in the world that relies on cash 
bail5 and a commercial bail bonds system. Because people are often charged 
exorbitant amounts for temporary freedom, they can often languish behind bars for 
years while legally innocent.

One notable case was New York’s Kalief Browder6, accused of stealing a 
backpack containing several valuables in 2010. Browder was on probation 
from a prior conviction, and thus ineligible for a bail bondsman, so he was 
imprisoned for three years before trial as his family couldn’t raise the $3,000 
to set him free. After years of stalling, Browder was eventually released when 
the prosecution admitted they weren’t ready for his trial. But burdened by the 
abuse he’d suffered in prison, Browder found it difficult to cope, and took his 
own life two years after his release.

Mass Incarceration:
The rate at which the United States has incarcerated people in the United States for 
punishment of committed crimes.

• Black Americans are incarcerated at almost six times7 the rate of white 
Americans, often for low level offenses and drug crimes.

Probation Sentencing:
When a person convicted of a crime can remain out of prison, provided they do not violate 
any laws for a specified period of time or trial period. This may also include technical 
violations such as missing curfew or a check-in meeting with a supervisor.

• As a result, technical violations of probation or parole account for higher 
rates of incarceration compared to individuals convicted of a first time offense.

• At 48%, Black people are disproportionately serving life sentences, life 
without parole, or virtual life sentences4.

Racial disparities are real and prevalent in the prison system, 
here are a few mechanisms through which mass incarceration 
has harmed and historically oppressed Black people:

Key Impacts

The U.S. Criminal Justice SystemToolkit One:  TIME TO ACT The Foundation
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Prison Gerrymandering:
When state and local governments draw district lines and count incarcerated persons as 
residents in areas where prisons are located.

• In many cases, prisons are housed in rural areas compared to the 
incarcerated individuals that often come from urban areas. Thus, it distorts 
the accuracy of population numbers in a particular area and the voting power for a 
district.

• Black Americans account for 12.7% of the general population, but are 
41.3% of the federal and state prison population. In states like New York, 
approximately 77% of all prisoners are Black or Latino, but 98% of all prisons are 
located in disproportionately white State Senate districts8.

77%
In states like New York, 
approximately 77% of all 
prisoners are Black or Latino.8

21

98%
98% of all prisons are located 
in disproportionately white 
State Senate districts.8

The Foundation The U.S. Criminal Justice SystemToolkit One:  TIME TO ACT
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The criminal justice system affects more than just 
incarcerated people. Their family and loved ones also suffer 
from a multitude of adverse effects.

Collateral consequences are defined as the financial, 
social, emotional, and even physical effects that burden 
the imprisoned and those that care about them from the 
moment the sentence begins until long after it ends.

Cause &
Effects

Cause & EffectsToolkit One:  TIME TO ACT
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Collateral Consequences  
for Families
The empty seat at the dinner table looms large in the Black 
American household.

• Black Americans are five times 9 more likely to be incarcerated than white 
Americans.

• 1 in 3 Black boys and 1 in 6 Latino boys born can expect to go to prison in their 
lifetime10, as opposed to 1 in 17 white boys.

With Black Americans accounting for a large part of 
the federal and state prison population, there is an 
adverse effect on Black families and communities.

Families experience emotional and physical separation, 
loss of income and the ability to meet basic needs.

Collateral Consequences for FamiliesToolkit One:  TIME TO ACT Cause & Effects
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Family
Stability

40%

54%

40% of all incarcerated 
parents16 were Black fathers as 
recently as 2007.

54% of incarcerated 
parents15 were the primary 
breadwinners in their families 
before their arrests.

Since Black Americans are paid less than whites11 at every 
level of the economy, the intersection of race and poverty is 
stark. In neighborhoods with underfunded schools and a lack 
of decent housing12 , poverty is a difficult cycle to escape.

As a result, poverty can be a primary reason13 for committing 
crime among marginalized people. As families struggle to 
meet basic needs due to incarceration, they can slip further 
into poverty, which leads people of color to make tough 
decisions that can result in incarceration.

Individuals with household incomes under $25,000 a year are 
61% more likely to have had family members incarcerated14 
than those with household incomes over $100,000.

There are approximately 2.7 million children in the U.S. with 
at least one parent in jail or prison. Children of incarcerated 
parents are six times more likely9 to become involved in 
criminal activity, and less likely to finish high school17 or 
graduate college18.

As earning potential decreases, the likelihood of turning to 
crime to survive increases. This higher risk is coupled with 
psychological strain, antisocial behavior, and a higher 
likelihood of suspension or expulsion from school. 

Collateral Consequences for FamiliesToolkit One:  TIME TO ACT Cause & Effects
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Family
Separation

The separation of family can start as early as pre-trial.
• Three out of five people19 in jails today haven’t been convicted of a crime, but are 

unable to go home to their families because of the cash bail system.

Visitation
Fluctuating gas prices alone can determine whether someone can make the trip to visit their 
loved one. The further people have to travel, the more they are forced to spend on gas, which 
leads to less resources for food and lodging. If the gas or lodging is too expensive, then a 
family can be kept apart.

If visitors are able to make it to their destination, they may have to spend even more money 
on non-refundable fees for a background check. Arizona, for example, charges $25 per 
check 21 along with additional fees depending on the transaction.

Phonecalls
Fewer than one in four people14 with incarcerated relatives are able to visit during their 
relative’s sentence and rely on phone calls to stay connected. In some states it’s common to 
spend nearly $25 for a 15-minute phone call22, as the prices for phone calls are not federally 
regulated.

Companies, such as JPay, distribute tablets to incarcerated people and unfairly charge for 
minor services23, such as sending an email, sending photos and nearly $18 per hour to chat.

The majority of those incarcerated are over 100 miles away18 
and families have to account for expenses such as gas, 
lodging, visitation background checks, phone calls, commissary 
and continued education for their loved ones.

Family
Costs

Commisary
The lack of federal regulation extends beyond communication and impacts prison 
commissary as well. Stores within the prison system are usually maintained by companies 
who charge exorbitant fees in some places, up to 45%23 to transfer money.

The median felony bail bond of $10,000 is the equivalent 
of eight months’ of income20  for the average detained 
defendant. With over policing common in poor communities, 
they shoulder the most burden when it comes to cash bail 
and usually end up losing more in collateral damages.

The incarceration takes a toll on their loved ones during their 
separation. People with incarcerated relatives are shown to 
have a higher risk14 of depression, hypertension, obesity, and 
diabetes. 

Those medical bills can really add up with a reduced income, 
that is, if they can find the time and financial resources to 
see a doctor.

Collateral Consequences for FamiliesToolkit One:  TIME TO ACT Cause & Effects
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The sentence does not end after the physical shackles are 
released. Outside of visible suffering that leads to recidivism, 
the wounds of incarceration are felt long after release.

On the federal and state level, those formerly incarcerated 
lose physical, financial and civil liberties including the right to 
vote, and the state can decide to remove their parental rights. 
Without a voice in their community, and separated from their 
children, formerly incarcerated people can start to feel like 
they don’t matter.

Collateral  
Consequences  
of Re-Entry
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Mental and
Physical Health

Depending on the state and the nature of the crime, 
formerly incarcerated individuals can be prevented from 
living with their families upon release.

Formerly incarcerated people experience homelessness 
almost 10 times higher than the general public.

Every year, nearly 15% of men and 30% of women booked 
into jails have a serious mental health condition29. These 
conditions often worsen during incarceration.

People with mental illnesses are usually incarcerated for 
longer periods30 than those people without them. For many, 
it can be hard to understand and follow the rules in jails and 
prisons. Plus, many people have their initial trials delayed 
while being evaluated for competency. 

Depression is the most prevalent mental health condition31 
in prisons, followed by mania, anxiety, and posttraumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD). The dehumanization of prisons and 
separation from one’s family and loved ones takes a toll that 
can last long after release.  

Americans who have been incarcerated are almost twice as 
likely32 to suffer PTSD than those who haven’t been. Also, 
people recently released from prison often come home with 
Post-Incarceration Syndrome, a unique mental condition 
caused by the prison environment.

Housing

Employment
Formerly incarcerated individuals struggle to find 
employment opportunities after release and are 50% less 
likely25 to get a callback or job offer despite their skillset. 

Facing an unemployment rate almost five times higher26 than 
the general public. Only 55% of formerly incarcerated people 
report any earnings27 in the first year after their release, 
with a median income of only $10,090. Many jobs that are 
available lack upward mobility and offer few benefits.

Collateral Consequences for FamiliesToolkit One:  TIME TO ACT Cause & Effects
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(Mental and Physical Health continued)

Post-Incarceration Syndrome presents as PTSD symptoms 
that add to paranoia, distrust in personal relationships, and 
hampered decision making after years of having decisions 
taken away from you. Other symptoms include social 
alienation, a prolonged sense of insecurity, and spatial and 
temporal disorientation. 

The Black community suffers from high rates of mental 
health conditions34, and often cannot access treatment due 
to poverty, racism, and general health inequity. Prison can 
make these issues even worse.

Because of these risk factors, those convicted tend to re-
offend. 

Of the 600,000 people released from prison every year, 
two-thirds will return within three years35, often for low-level 
offenses like parole violation rather than new crimes. 

Poverty is an adverse impact on reentry. The first 72 hours 
after release are the most challenging, as many people who 

Recidivism

are recently released have no access to cash. Without funds, 
they struggle to re-enter the community and find housing, 
and can struggle to stay in contact with their parole officers. 

But there is hope for people who are leaving incarceration. 

Incarcerated individuals that can participate in correctional 
education programs are 43% less likely to re-enter prison. 
Independent organizations like the Correctional Education 
Association36 offer programs throughout the country that 
interested parties can enroll in to give themselves a fighting 
chance. The Department of Education37 has invested in 
programs like Improved Re-entry Education to increase 
access to correctional education and related services. 

Though it is never too late for incarcerated people to enroll 
in correctional education programs, the Department of 
Education has also implemented a strong focus on juvenile 
justice facilities. With many youth caught in the cycle of 
poverty that results from having an incarcerated parent, 
educational intervention can make a real difference.

Collateral Consequences for FamiliesToolkit One:  TIME TO ACT Cause & Effects
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(Recidivism continued)

If an incarcerated person cannot access correctional 
education programs in their area, there are resources39 
where people can send books to prisoners without access.

There are also a number of small and large organizations40 
to help formerly incarcerated people reintegrate into society 
by finding jobs and mitigating the mental health effects they 
uniquely face, some of which will be highlighted later in this 
toolkit.

The issues and impacts created and perpetuated by the 
prison system are just a small drop of water in a bigger 
pond of trauma Black people and people of color face within 
the criminal justice system. With so many intertwining 
systems and effects, it may seem hopeless to try and change 
things.

But there are ways that we can fight back.

Source: A survey conducted by FWD.us, a criminal justice and immigration reform advocacy group, and 
Cornell University. Quoted in this Equal Justice Initiative article.

More than 1 in 6 Black men who today should be 
between 25 and 54 years old have disappeared 
from daily life9. Incarceration and early deaths are 
the main drivers behind their absence. A history 
of incarceration has been linked to vulnerability to 
disease, a greater likelihood of cigarette smoking, 
and even premature death. Their absence from the 
community removes voters, workers, taxpayers, 
and more.

Source: NAACP

According to the Pew Research Center, only 15% of 
children with an incarcerated father, and 2% with 
an incarcerated mother, graduate from college18. 
For comparison, the college graduation rate for 
children without an incarcerated parent is 40%.

Source: Prison Legal News

A study15 released in 2018 shows:

Black Americans are:

About

American adults have an 
immediate family member who is 
formerly or currently incarcerated

113million

 more likely to have a family 
member who is formerly or 
currently incarcerated than 

white people

American adults  
has had a parent sent  

to jail or prison

1 in 5
American Adults

has had a child incarcerated.

1 in 8

American adults has had  
a sibling incarcerated

1 in 4

50%
more likely to have a family 

member who has spent at least 10 
years in prison.

3X

Black Americans and Native 
Americans have an immediate 

family member who has been in 
jail or prison.

6 in 10

37Collateral Consequences for Re-EntryToolkit One:  TIME TO ACT Cause & Effects



38 39

A
dv

oc
ac

y 
&

A
ct

io
n



41

“Not everything 
that is faced 
can be changed, 
but nothing 
can be changed 
until it is faced.”

- James Baldwin

Advocating for freedom within America’s justice 
system can seem like an impossible task. Luckily, you’re 
not alone. There are many organizations that can help 
you on your journey for clemency and fight for criminal 
justice reform. But it’s also important to prepare 
yourself for the road ahead. 

While we wait for those in power to enact the changes we 
fight for, we have to work within the confines of a flawed 
system.

40 Collateral Consequences for Re-EntryToolkit One:  TIME TO ACT Advocacy & Action
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Sweeping 
Criminal Justice 
Reform

42 Advocacy & Action Sweeping Criminal Justice Reform
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Spotlight states 
and cities that have 
progressive legislation 
to be modeled:

Legislation such as police 
accountability, restoration 
of voting rights, and 
reinstatement:

Because mass incarceration is at the center of the expan-
sion of the criminal justice system, any steps to eliminate it 
inevitably will lead to reform and defunding of the criminal 
justice system, state by state.

What we know from voters, legislators, and formerly 
incarcerated people is that change – comprehensive, 
systemic, and sweeping, in nature – is needed to reform 
the justice system and repair the harm inflicted on children, 
families, and loved ones impacted by mass incarceration.  

Here are some key areas where reform is needed:

a. Probation and parole reform: To decrease the rate of recidivism and probation 
revocation, states must consider altering the structure of probation, particularly 
when it comes to low level offenses, the length of time on probation, and the 
structure of community supervision.

b. Civil Rights Restoration: To end the practice of prison gerrymandering, there 
must be more widespread adoption of civil rights restoration upon the release of 
incarcerated individuals. Additionally, the restoration of civil rights should include 
“banning the box” and eliminating employer’s ability to access criminal records of 
applicants prior to consideration. 

c. Ending prison gerrymandering: Lawmakers can no longer redistrict state 
voting maps using prison populations.

d. License Reinstatement: State licenses will be restored regardless of individual’s 
ability to pay court fees and fines.

e. Decriminalization of marijuana/low drug offenses: Possession of small 
amounts of marijuana is no longer a criminal offense, and in states where 
legalized, record expungement must be applied. 

f. Decarceration: Commutation of sentence for % of prison population and 
increased use of clemency by state governors and the president.

44 Sweeping Criminal Justice ReformToolkit One:  TIME TO ACT Advocacy & Action
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There are many powers governors have to grant emergency 
relief for justice-involved people in this unique time. The only 
way to make them use those powers is to request it.

Governors have the power to free anyone they want 
whenever they feel like, and if they were to release just 
1% of their prison population every year, then they could 
significantly improve thousands of lives almost instantly.

There are 1,291,000 people incarcerated in state prisons. 
That’s 12,910 people coming home every year. As the 
number of people coming home grows, and as other 
measures to restore their rights are enacted, the healing 
can begin. Though it may not seem like much, that’s 12,910 
different worlds that can start the path towards freedom.

Communities and families would thrive from not only the 
emotional restoration, but also the increased income and 
voting base. More parents coming home means families can 
afford to go the extra mile for each other, and reinvest in 
their communities.

What Does 
Freedom Look 
Like?

46

12,910
people

What Does Freedom Look Like?Toolkit One:  TIME TO ACT Advocacy & Action
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“We are going to emancipate 
ourselves from mental slavery 
because whilst others might free 
the body, none but ourselves can 
free the mind.”

- Marcus Garvey
What Does Freedom Look Like?Toolkit One:  TIME TO ACT Advocacy & Action
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Ways To Take 
Action
In order to make meaningful steps towards criminal 
justice reform, we must take action. Whether you are an 
organization or individual looking to increase the awareness 
and visibility of criminal justice reform, here are some easy 
helpful steps to consider:

In order to enact critical legislation that will end mass incarceration and 
defund the criminal system, voting is vital in local, state, and federal elections. 
Participation in the electoral voting process is a primary means by which 
key players create and enforce legislation that upholds the structure of the 
criminal justice system, and for the freedom and liberation of Black people, 
we must dismantle it.

Calling and writing to your political representatives in your local 
community, House of Representatives, and Senate to bring awareness 
to the issue of mass incarceration and ways that can advocate for 
reform through their powers in government. Almost every U.S. state 
legislature has a committee on corrections (or safety) that looks into 
criminal justice related issues.

[Utilize www.thenationhood.com for help in navigating contacting your 
local reps]

Contacting your  
political representatives 

Getting out the vote

2

1

If there are candidates with an expressed focus on criminal justice 
reform in their platform, amplify their voices by helping with their 
political campaigns. Phone banking, canvassing, and making financial 
contributions to the campaign can go a long way! 

In some cases, there may not be a candidate or representative that 
is willing to advocate for criminal justice reform. This may be a great 
opportunity for you or another individual with an interest in politics 
and awareness of these issues to run for political office. Whether it is 
running for city council or a seat in Congress, representation matters at 
all levels. 

Going to local meetings is a key way to receive updates and progress 
about the various issues politicians are working on, and potentially, 
make your voice heard by asking for progress on criminal justice reform. 

Around the country, there are organizations and communities 
actively working and advocating for state clemency, policies that help 
decarcerate prison systems, and ultimately work towards criminal 
justice reform. There are community models that work to build support 
and allyship such as the participatory defense model. We recommend 
getting involved by going to meetings, volunteering, and collaborating 
with community organizers lobbying for criminal justice reform. 

Attend town halls and
public community meetings

Consider running for
elected office

Helping with
political campaigns

Community involvement

3
4

5

6
50 Ways To Take ActionToolkit One:  TIME TO ACT Advocacy & Action
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No one can fight as hard as you for the people you love 
and know. It’s important to know as much as possible 
about the system you’re up against. If you are looking 
to plug into the various actions and policies for criminal 
justice reform in your state, the following organizations 
implement best practice models of participatory defense 
and to connect with other organizers, activists, lawmakers, 
and community members to reimagine criminal justice and 
reform mass incarceration.

A Woman's Worth Project

A Woman’s Worth Project works with women 
coming home from prison to navigate the many 
barriers and obstacles they face while still main-
taining their dignity and humanity. Upon release, 
they provide key community interventions to 
reduce the rate of recidivism including transitional 
housing, job preparation and placement opportu-
nities, and the ability to earn a sustainable income 
after incarceration.

Alabama Appleseed Center 
For Law and Justice

As part of an international network that includes, 
Alabama Appleseed advocates for racial and crim-
inal justice reform for Alabamians across the state. 
They specifically work to ensure access to legal aid, 
guarantee the right to legal counsel, and provide 
education on indigent defense services for community 
members. 

Bard Prison Initiative

A program from Bard College that provides 
access to college education for people in prison. 
Through the Consortium for the Liberal Arts in 
Prison, BPI has collaborated with colleges and 
universities across the country to catalyze, launch, 
and sustain college-in-prison programs across the 
country. They also offer reentry services and alum-
ni affairs for program attendees

California Coalition For 
Women Prisoners (CCWP)

CCWP is a grassroots social justice organization, 
with members inside and outside prison, that chal-
lenges the institutional violence imposed on women, 
transgender people, and communities of color by 
the prison industrial complex (PIC). CCWP has 
been critical for incarcerated individuals in the state 
of California that come from marginalized commu-
nities and are currently leading grassroots funding 
campaigns to bring lawsuits against the Calfiornia 
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation for 
instances of sexual harassment, sexist and trans-
phobic remarks, and physical violence towards four 
current and formerly incerated plaintiffs.

Equal Justice Initiative (EJI)

EJI is a non-profit organization, based in Montgom-
ery, Alabama, that provides legal representation to 
prisoners who may have been wrongly convicted of 
crimes, poor prisoners without effective represen-
tation, and others who may have been denied a fair 
trial. EJI directly challenges wrongful convictions, 
excessive punishment, the death penalty, and children 
in prisons. 

Georgia Justice Project 
(GJP)

GJP works with individuals with the greatest need 
to navigate the criminal justice system and reduce 
barriers to reentry into society. GJP promotes 
innovative change through direct legal represen-
tation, policy advocacy, education and coalition 
building. GJP upholds a holistic model of criminal 
defense that offers access to secondary and higher 
education, housing, and employment assistance. 
Recently GJP successfully lobbied and helped pass 
the Second Change Georgia Bill SB 288 that clears 
the pathway for formerly incarcerated individuals 
to have their records expunged, though that does 
not include all convictions and felonies.

52

Community 
Organizations in 
Action

Toolkit One:  TIME TO ACT Advocacy & Action Community Organizations in Action



54 55

JustLeadershipUSA

JustLeadershipUSA, a national non-profit, is  
led by directly impacted people and is dedicated 
to decarcerating the United States through educa-
tion and empowerment. The organization provides 
leadership training to individuals looking to am-
plify criminal justice reform in their communities 
in community building, advocacy and policy skills, 
and organizational management.

Leadership Conference for 
Civil and Human Rights

The Leadership Conference on Civil and Human 
Rights (LCCHR) is a coalition and non-profit orga-
nization  that promotes and protects the civil and 
human rights of all persons in the United States 
through legislative advocacy. Notably, it has co-
ordinated national lobbying efforts on behalf of 
every major civil rights law since 1957. In terms of 
justice reform, LCCHR advocates for the abolition 
of jails and prisons in America, deprivatization 
of state criminal justice systems, and significant 
reforms to sentencing policy for mandatory mini-
mums, probation, and parole.

National Association of 
Criminal Defense Lawyers
(NACDL)

NACDL is a national organization that works 
to increase the capacity of the criminal defense 
bar to safeguard the fundamental rights of the 
accused and address systemic racism in the U.S. 
criminal justice system. Within the organization, 
there are opportunities for members to use case-
based tools and education on policy priorities as 
it relates to juvenile justice, restoration of rights, 
overcriminalization, and sentencing reform for 
incarcerated individuals.

New Yorkers United for 
Justice
(NYUJ)

For the past 34 years, The Sentencing Project  
has produced research and publications that ad-
dress the inequitable criminal justice policies and 
issues that reproduce mass incarceration.  
The Sentencing Project also possesses contacts 
within each state that work towards criminal jus-
tice reform.

Participatory Defense

Participatory Defense is a network of organiza-
tions that have committed to implementing and 
installing organizational resources and measures 
to support local community efforts on criminal 
justice reform. As a national organization, Par-
ticipatory Defense provides online and in-person 
training about their holistic defense model, an 
overview of the criminal justice system national-
ly and statewide, as well as provides organizing 
opportunities and access to other organizations 
that successfully utilize the participatory defense 
model in action.

Pico California

PICO California is the largest multi-racial faith-
based community-organizing network in the state 
connecting and leveraging the power of the people 
to impact broad systemic change. PICO uses a 
relationship-based organizing model to develop 
leadership and build capacity for civic engage-
ment in communities throughout California. As 
a faith-based organization, PICO does provide 
development and training of clergy to build their 
capacity, social analysis, and political acumen so 
they can engage their congregations and peers in 
promoting racial and social justice.

Rehabilitation Enables 
Dreams

RED is dedicated to keeping people out of the 
criminal justice system permanently through 
programs that enhance the social, financial and 
civic literacy of nonviolent individuals referred to 
court. RED offers a restorative justice curriculum 
to formerly incarcerated people to assist with 
financial support, transitional housing, civil rights 
restoration, and GED tutoring.

Right2Justice – Texas 
Organizing Project (TOP)

TOP organizes Black and Latino communities in 
Dallas, Harris and Bexar counties with the goal 
of transforming Texas into a state where working 
people of color have the power and represen-
tation they deserve. TOP’S Right2Justice (R2J) 
Campaign calls for the end of mass incarceration 
by demanding bail reform, cite and release policies 
and defunding the police.

Seattle Clemency Project

The mission of the Seattle Clemency Project is to 
provide legal aid to incarcerated individuals seeking 
early release from prison or prevent deportation. 
The organization has access to approximately 200 
pro bono lawyers in the Seattle Area and also 
partners with local universities and nonprofit orga-
nizations to provide relevant research aid and legal 
expertise to clients and attorneys.
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The Sentencing Project

For the past 34 years, The Sentencing Project  
has produced research and publications that ad-
dress the inequitable criminal justice policies and 
issues that reproduce mass incarceration.  
The Sentencing Project also possesses contacts 
within each state that work towards criminal jus-
tice reform.

Vera Institute

The Vera Institute of Justice, founded in 1961, 
is an independent non-profit national research 
and policy organization that works closely with 
government and civic leaders to improve the 
criminal justice system. In addition to offering up 
to date research and analysis on the impact and 
state of America’s jails and prisons, Vera conducts 
community outreach, education, and assessment 
of prison reform in 47 states with leaders in the 
public sector.

Nationhood

A collective of activists, elected officials, and 
entrepreneurs To provide a deeper education 
and insight for our Black community by sharing 
research-based information on legislation, policy 
and initiatives to progress our journey to freedom. 
Currently, the Nationhood offers a series of guides 
and toolkits for organizers and community leaders 
to advocate, promote, and dismantle social justice 
issues in the Black community.

Southern Center for
Human Rights

SCHR works on behalf of people in the Deep 
South have been impacted by the criminal justice 
system. Their key issues include extreme sentenc-
ing, prison and jail conditions, as well as advocacy 
for alternatives to jailing.

The Bail Project

A non-profit organization that disrupts mass 
incarceration by operating bail assistance sites  
in high-need jurisdictions throughout New York 
City over the next five years. This assistance is 
available for low-income individuals in pre-trial 
detention that are presumed innocent and eligible 
for release before trial.

The National Council for 
Incarcerated and
Formerly Incarcerated 
Women and Girls

Founded by formerly incarcerated women, the  
National Council is committed to ending the incar-
ceration of women and girls. In 2019, the Council 
received a grant from the Open Philanthropy 
Project to lead the #FreeHer Conference in Mont-
gomery, Alabama, bringing together activists, 
advocates, and supporters from across the coun-
try will come together to connect and share ideas 
and resources to work collectively toward ending 
incarceration of women and girls.
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Cedric Robinson gives a history of Black resistance 
throughout the ages and explains why he believes the 
Marxist framework doesn’t perfectly fit the struggle 
for freedom on its own.

In order to understand the pain points of the criminal justice 
system as we know it in the United States, it is good to 
know how we arrived at this moment in history. These books 
offer a primer on topics concerning the historical intersection 
of Black Americans and the justice system, along with ways 
that Black Americans have resisted oppression from these 
systems over the years. 

Heather Ann Thompson’s definitive history of the 
1971 Attica Prison Uprising gives an account of the 
mistreatment the incarcerated people faced ahead 
of their action, and the mistreatment they’ve faced 
in the decades since.

Former public defender James Forman Jr. makes the 
case that a lot of post   –  Civil Rights elected Black 
officials adopted an overly aggressive tough on crime 
attitude. Forman explains that because these officials 
felt as if they were under the microscope, they went 
overboard with increasing punitive measures on the 
Black community, accelerating mass incarceration.

Khalil Gibran Muhammad gives a picture of 
how blackness has been criminalized, and how 
society developed the link between blackness and 
criminality in its perception.

Investigative journalist Shane Bauer got 
unprecedented access to a Louisiana private prison, 
going undercover as a prison guard. Bauer exposes 
the inhumane conditions of the private prison 
industry, who incentivizes local governments to fill 
their cells.

Author Monique W. Morris explores the conditions 
that affect the fastest-growing segment of 
the juvenile justice system: Black girls. Morris 
explains how teachers, judges, and administrators 
misunderstand Black girls while using their power 
to push them into the system, restricting their 
potential and harming their futures. 

Former public defender James Forman Jr. makes 
the case that a lot of post-Civil Rights elected 
Black officials adopted an overly aggressive tough 
on crime attitude. Forman explains that because 
these officials felt as if they were under the 
microscope, they went overboard with increasing 
punitive measures on the Black community, 
accelerating mass incarceration.

Black Marxism: The Making of 
the Black Radical Tradition

This book by scholar Michelle Alexander argues 
that the Obama – era did not signal the end of the 
mass incarceration problem in the United States. 
Alexander paints a picture of how the U.S. crimi-
nal justice system targets the black community as 
a system of racial control.

Civil Rights movement activist Angela Davis 
makes the case that an end to mass incarceration 
is possible. Using the movements to end slavery 
and legal segregation as examples, Davis explains 
that a win is possible against what appears to be 
an unbeatable foe.

Ira Katznelson writes about how the New Deal 
and other post-Great Depression economic pro-
grams were walled off from the Black community, 
resulting in a widening economic gap.

Richard Rothstein’s book gives a deep dive into 
how all levels of government created racial 
segregation patterns that persist through today. 
Through policies on public housing, incentives 
for companies to build whites-only suburbs, and 
more, a pattern emerged to lock Black America 
out of well-funded schools and other economic 
opportunities.

The New Jim Crow:
Mass Incarceration in the Age 
of Colorblindness

When Affirmative Action Was 
White: An Untold History of 
Racial Inequality in Twentieth-
Century America

The Color of Law: A 
Forgotten History of How 
Our Government Segregated 
America

The Condemnation of 
Blackness: Race, Crime, and 
the Making of Modern Urban 
America

American Prison: A Reporter’s 
Undercover Journey into the 
Business of Punishment

Pushout: The Criminalization 
of Black Girls in Schools

Chokehold: Policing Black Men

Blood in the Water: The Attica 
Prison Uprising of 1971 and Its 
Legacy

Locking Up Our Own: Crime 
and Punishment in Black 
America

History

Are Prisons Obsolete? 
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After learning how we made it to this moment in history, it’s 
imperative to have a roadmap on ways to get out of it. These 
books provide ideas on concepts we can use to end mass in-
carceration. They also provide guidance on ways we can heal 
the mental and emotional wounds created by this system.

Howard Zehr presents this look at restorative 
justice, an ideology that seeks to meet the needs 
of everyone involved in a crime in order to heal 
all wounds and prevent recidivism. Zehr starts 
by framing the issue, and then adds solid steps in 
order to move towards this model.

bell hooks writes about our loveless society, 
and how it has become more divided than ever 
without models for compassion. hooks gives 
models for how we can bring the love back into 
society throughout the text. 

Radley Balko gives you an idea of how police in 
the U.S. have come to look more like troops de-
ployed overseas in the past few years. As politi-
cians have declared wars on crime, drugs, and oth-
er concepts without faces, they’ve started to equip 
police for those wars, to everyone’s detriment.

Dominique DuBois Gilliard highlights the flaws 
in our current system of mass incarceration, and 
explains why restorative justice must replace our 
current justice system. If people are going to have 
a fair chance to re-enter society, they must have 
their individual needs met and rights restored.

Alex S. Vitale lays out the case for policing as a 
historically broken model, and how policing disem-
powers communities and decreases safety. Vitale 
gives alternatives to overpolicing and explains 
why defunding police would save time, money, and 
most importantly: lives.

The Little Book of Restorative 
Justice

Rise of the Warrior Cop: The 
Militarization of America's 
Police Forces

Rethinking Incarceration: 
Advocating for Justice That 
Restores

The End of Policing

Reform Personal Account

All About Love: New Visions

Follows the story of Bryan Stevenson, founder of the 
Equal Justice Initiative, in one of his first cases where 
he defends Walter McMillian, a young man who was 
sentenced to die for a notorious murder he insisted he 
didn’t commit.

Desmond Meade is a formerly incarcerated man 
who has become an advocate for others since his 
release through the Florida Rights Restoration 
Coalition. He speaks about his mission in this Time 
magazine article.

This book follows the story of Cyntoia Brown, who  
was sentenced to life in prison for the murder of 
her abuser. After a successful advocacy campaign 
from inside and outside the prison system, she was 
granted full clemency and released from prison in 
2019.

Provides a detailed account of the life of Tony Lewis 
Jr.’s life took a dramatic turn after his father’s arrest 
in 1989 and the impact mass incarceration has on 
children and families.

Explores the life of Robert Peace and the conflict 
between his two worlds     – Yale University and 
Newark, New Jersey – as he navigates race, class, 
drugs, community, imprisonment, education, family, 
friendship, and love.

This historic missive from Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
was written from a cell in the Birmingham Jail. He 
advocates for his model of nonviolent resistance to 
oppression, and against the ills of his time, many of 
which persist to this day.

It can be hard to grasp the horrors of mass incarceration 
just by reading the history of the institution. Justice-
involved people give you their personal accounts in these 
books and the tangible ways they were able to navigate 
the prison system.

Just Mercy: A Story of Justice 
and Redemption

The Short and Tragic Life 
of Robert Peace: A Brilliant 
Young Man Who Left Newark 
for the Ivy League

Free Cyntoia: My Search for 
Redemption in the American 
Prison System

Letter from  
Birmingham Jail

Slugg: A Boy’s Life in the Age 
of Mass Incarceration

Florida Rights 
Restoration Coalition

62

Books Books

Toolkit One:  TIME TO ACT Self-Education Resources Books



64 65

Self-Education 
Resources: 
PODCASTS

6564 Toolkit One:  TIME TO ACT Self-Education Resources Podcasts



66 67

For those that prefer to listen to information audibly, these 
selections provide historical and social context about the crim-
inal justice system, highlighting guest and expert commentary 
from people impacted by it.

Podcasts

Justice In America is hosted by Josie Duffy Rice, 
president of The Appeal, along with guest hosts 
Darnell Moore, Donovan X. Ramsey, Derecka Purnell, 
and Zak Cheney Rice. Each episode explains a new 
criminal justice issue and features conversations with 
experts and advocates.

Hosts David Remnick and Kai Wright talk about 
mass incarceration and the beginning of a 
movement against it. During the episode, Remnick 
speaks to Michelle Alexander, author of The New 
Jim Crow, and Reginald Dwayne Betts, author of 
Felon.

A four-part series by CNN’s Van Jones that goes 
behind the scenes of mass incarceration in America.

Throughline hosts Rund Abdelfatah and Ramtin 
Arablouei provide stories and perspectives often 
missing from history textbooks to help understand 
race, politics, and culture.

As a non-profit news organization that covers the U.S. 
criminal justice system, The Marshall Project curates a 
collection of podcasts episodes and audio recordings 
that speak to the issue of mass incarceration and 
provide firsthand accounts from current and formerly 
incarcerated men and women

Code Switch is a race and culture outlet and 
a weekly podcast from American public radio 
network NPR. This podcast is hosted exclusively by 
journalists of color that examine the impact of race 
through every facet of U.S. society from sports to 
movies and pop culture.

From Bobby Shmurda to Nipsey Hussle, Louder 
Than A Riot explores a different artist's story each 
week to examine a different aspect of the criminal 
justice system that disproportionately impacts 
Black America.

Justice In America

Code Switch

NPR: Throughline

Louder 
Than A Riot

The Marshall Project 
Collection

Mass Incarceration, Then 
and Now

Incarceration Inc
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The resources provided in this toolkit offer 
concrete steps and resources to educate, 
inform, and advocate for criminal justice 
reform. Although there is still much work to be 
done to repair the harm brought to families, 
communities, and victims of mass incarceration, 
we continue this work everyday because we 
believe: in order to reform the system, we 
must believe that change is possible.
As leaders, activists, and organizations working 
towards progress, each win shows the strength 
and power of our voice in the face of adversity. 
There can be no justice without all of us, and it 
is our responsibility to take back our power.

Closing: 
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“It’s my power 
and I’m taking 
it back.”
 
– Fox Rich
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“If we are to transform the 
criminal justice system in order 
to make it more of a forgiving 
system, then you have to 
understand how it operates.”

– Justus Rich
70 Toolkit One:  TIME TO ACT Closing



72 73

Reference List:

72

Laying the Foundation of 
Mass Incarceration

1 Stevenson, Bryan. “Why American Prisons Owe Their Cruelty to Slavery.” The New York Times, The New York 
Times, 14 Aug. 2019, www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/prison-industrial-complex-slavery-
racism.html

2 Ofer, Udi. “How the 1994 Crime Bill Fed the Mass Incarceration Crisis.” American Civil Liberties Union, 
American Civil Liberties Union, 4 June 2019, www.aclu.org/blog/smart-justice/mass-incarceration/how-1994-
crime-bill-fed-mass-incarceration-crisis

3 “Mandatory Minimum Sentences Finding and Recommendations.” Prison Policy Initiative, Prison Policy 
Initiative, www.prisonpolicy.org/scans/cga/mandatory_minimum_sentences_finding_and_recommendations.
pdf.

4 Kopf, Daniel and Bernadette Rabuy. “Detaining the Poor: How Money Bail Perpetuates an Endless Cycle of 
Poverty and Jail Time.” Prison Policy Initiative, 10 May 2016 www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/incomejails.html. 

5 Jacobson, Louis. “PolitiFact - Are U.S. Philippines the Only Two Countries with Money Bail?” @Politifact, 9 
Oct. 2018, www.politifact.com/factchecks/2018/oct/09/gavin-newsom/are-us-philippines-only-two-countries-
money-bail/. 

6 Gonnerman, Jennifer, et al. “Before the Law.” The New Yorker, www.newyorker.com/magazine/2014/10/06/
before-the-law. 

7 “Report to the United Nations on Racial Disparities in the U.S. Criminal Justice System.” The Sentencing 
Project, 1 May 2018, www.sentencingproject.org/publications/un-report-on-racial-disparities/. 

8 “Prison-Based Gerrymandering Reform.” NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, 12 Mar. 2018, www.
naacpldf.org/case-issue/prison-based-gerrymandering-reform/.

Toolkit One:  TIME TO ACT Reference List Laying the Foundation of Mass Incarceration



Collateral Consequences of a Failed 
Criminal Justice System

9 “Criminal Justice Fact Sheet.” NAACP, 10 July 2020, www.naacp.org/criminal-justice-fact-sheet/. 

10 “Mass Incarceration.” American Civil Liberties Union, http://www.aclu.org/issues/smart-justice/mass-
incarceration.

11 Wilson, Valerie. “African Americans Are Paid Less than Whites at Every Education Level.” Economic Policy 
Institute, 4 Oct. 2016, www.epi.org/publication/african-americans-are-paid-less-than-whites-at-every-
education-level/.

12 Austin, Algernon. “African Americans Are Still Concentrated in Neighborhoods with High Poverty and Still 
Lack Full Access to Decent Housing.” Economic Policy Institute, 22 July 2013, www.epi.org/publication/african-
americans-concentrated-neighborhoods/. 

13 Yaacoub, Salim. “Poverty, Inequality and the Social Causes of Crime: A Study between United States and 
Europe.” International Journal of Science and Research vol. 6, no. 10, October 2017, pp. 629–34, doi:10.21275/
ART20176722. https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/a013/f89976af9e3ca6a28a37a47a3948079e9be0.pdf

14 Every Second, everysecond.fwd.us/#chapter1-8. 

15 “Half of Americans Have Family Members Who Have Been Incarcerated.” Equal Justice Initiative, 11 Dec. 
2018, eji.org/news/half-of-americans-have-family-members-who-have-been-incarcerated/. 

16 Martin, Eric, et al. “Hidden Consequences: The Impact of Incarceration on Dependent Children.” National 
Institute of Justice, 1 Mar. 2017, nij.ojp.gov/topics/articles/hidden-consequences-impact-incarceration-
dependent-children.

17 Morsy, Leila and Richard Rothstein. “Mass Incarceration and Children's Outcomes: Criminal Justice Policy Is 
Education Policy.” Economic Policy Institute, 15 Dec. 2016, www.epi.org/publication/mass-incarceration-and-
childrens-outcomes/.   

18 Zoukis, Christopher. “Legacy of Mass Incarceration: Parental Incarceration Impacts One in Fourteen 
Children.” Prison Legal News, 7 Feb. 2017, www.prisonlegalnews.org/news/2017/feb/7/legacy-mass-
incarceration-parental-incarceration-impacts-one-fourteen-children/.

19 Hunter, Lea. “What You Need To Know About Ending Cash Bail.” Center for American Progress, 16 Mar. 
2020, www.americanprogress.org/issues/criminal-justice/reports/2020/03/16/481543/ending-cash-bail/. 

20 Sawyer, Wendy and Peter Wagner. “Mass Incarceration: The Whole Pie 2020.” Prison Policy Initiative, 24 
Mar. 2020, www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/pie2020.html. 

21 “Visitation Background Fees.” Arizona Department of Corrections, Rehabilitation and Reentry, 12 July 2019, 
corrections.az.gov/prisons-visitation/application-visit-inmate-phone-application/visitation-background-fees. 

22 Kajstura, Aleks. “Evading Regulation, Some in-State Phone Calls from Jails Cost over $1.50 a Minute.” Prison 
Policy Initiative, 19 January 2017, www.prisonpolicy.org/blog/2017/01/19/intrastate/.

23 Waters, Michael. “The Outrageous Scam of ‘Free’ Tablets for the Incarcerated.” The Outline, 10 Aug. 2018, 
theoutline.com/post/5760/free-tablets-in-prison-nightmare?zd=1&zi=rt4rzd5p.

24 Wagner, Daniel. “The JPay Scam: Prison Bankers Cash In On Captive Customers.” Occupy.com, 8 Oct. 2014, 
www.occupy.com/article/jpay-scam-prison-bankers-cash-captive-customers#sthash.ETEdV0E0.dpbs.

25 Li, Melissa. “From Prisons to Communities: Confronting Re-Entry Challenges and Social Inequality.” 
American Psychological Association, Mar. 2018, www.apa.org/pi/ses/resources/indicator/2018/03/prisons-to-
communities. 

26 Couloute, Lucius and Dan Kopf. “Out of Prison & Out of Work.” Prison Policy Initiative, July 2018, www.
prisonpolicy.org/reports/outofwork.html. 

27 Looney, Adam. “5 Facts about Prisoners and Work, before and after Incarceration.” Brookings, 20 Mar. 
2018, www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2018/03/14/5-facts-about-prisoners-and-work-before-and-after-
incarceration/.

28 Couloute, Lucius. “Nowhere to Go: Homelessness among Formerly Incarcerated People.” Prison Policy 
Initiative, Aug. 2018, www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/housing.html. 

29 “Jailing People with Mental Illness.” NAMI, www.nami.org/Advocacy/Policy-Priorities/Divert-from-Justice-
Involvement/Jailing-People-with-Mental-Illness. 

30 “Serious Mental Illness Prevalence in Jails and Prisons.” Treatment Advocacy Center, Sep. 2016, www.
treatmentadvocacycenter.org/evidence-and-research/learn-more-about/3695. 

31 Reingle Gonzalez, Jennifer M., and Nadine M. Connell. “Mental Health of Prisoners: Identifying Barriers to 
Mental Health Treatment and Medication Continuity.” American Journal of Public Health, vol. 104, no. 12, 
2014, pp. 2328–33. Crossref, doi:10.2105/ajph.2014.302043. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/
PMC4232131/.

32 Vickery, Sarah. “UWM Psychologist Finds Link between PTSD and Prison.” UWM REPORT, 29 May 2015, 
uwm.edu/news/uwm-psychologist-finds-link-between-ptsd-and-prison/. 

33 van Willigenburg T. (2020) “Moral Injury, Post-incarceration Syndrome and Religious Coping Behind Bars.” 
In: Sremac S., Jindra I. (eds) Lived Religion, Conversion and Recovery. Palgrave Studies in Lived Religion and 
Societal Challenges. Palgrave Macmillan, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-40682-0_8. 

34 Vance, Thomas A. “Addressing Mental Health in the Black Community.” Columbia University Department of 
Psychiatry, 8 Feb. 2019, www.columbiapsychiatry.org/news/addressing-mental-health-black-community. 

Reference List Laying the Foundation of Mass IncarcerationToolkit One:  TIME TO ACT74 75



77Toolkit One:  TIME TO ACT76

35 Figgatt, Sarah. “Reentry Reforms Are More Critical Than Ever Amid the Coronavirus Pandemic.” Center for 
American Progress, 30 Apr. 2020, www.americanprogress.org/issues/poverty/news/2020/04/30/484168/
reentry-reforms-critical-ever-amid-coronavirus-pandemic/. 

36 CEA National, ceanational.org/regions-chapters/. 

37 “Correctional Education: Adult Education and Literacy.” US Department of Education (ED), 28 Feb. 2017, 
www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ovae/pi/AdultEd/correctional-education.html.

38 “Correctional Education in Juvenile Justice Facilities.” US Department of Education (ED), 7 Jan. 2015, www2.
ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/correctional-education/index.html. 

39 “Books Behind Bars.” Write a Prisoner, writeaprisoner.com/books-behind-bars. 

40 National Reentry Resource Center, nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/.

Creative strategy and ideation of the TIME Capsule, 
microsite, and Toolkit were conceptualized and 
produced by Maestra.



78


