
   Here’s a spring news roundup. There’s quite a bit to report!

   Starting on a sad note, my dad’s cousin Max Ruttger Jr., known to many
of you as Buzz, passed away in October at the age of 92. Buzz grew up
here at Bay Lake and later owned Ruttger’s Pine Beach Lodge on Gull Lake.
After his wife Carol died in 1990, Buzz moved to the house his parents had
built next to our resort, so he was our next-door neighbor these last 22
years. He was a gentleman, a warm and congenial man who loved meeting
new people. We will miss him around the resort, and I know many of you
will, too.

   We are happy to welcome our new neighbors Erin and Todd Meyer and
family. Last season you may have noticed their home going up at the east
end of the resort next to Sunset. Actually, they are not really new to Bay
Lake. Their family’s vacations here began in 1921 with Dr. John and Elsie
McNutt’s honeymoon! They are now well into their fourth generation as
our guests and thought it was time they had their own piece of Bay Lake.
When they are not here, their home, Elsie’s Cottage, will be available to
Ruttger’s guests. Check the accommodations page of our website or call
Vacation Sales for information.

   After an unprecedented string of power failures last summer, we met
with our power company, and they have gone to considerable expense to
address the problem. They have upgraded lines and equipment that carry
power to us and have installed a system to isolate us from some of the 

outages that do occur. Inevitably we will still have power outages from time
to time, but we are confident they will be far less frequent. If you 
experienced a power failure while here last year, I want to apologize and 
let you know the situation has improved.

   Many improvements are underway around the resort, too. They include
repairs and touchups throughout guest rooms and public areas, sound and
lighting improvements in the ballroom, remodeling of the golf course 
condominium bathrooms, and more. As always, there is plenty to do to
keep the resort in good shape.

   Thank you for your continued business. We do not
take it for granted and will continue to provide the
best possible service. Our business has always been
built on referrals from guests like you. If you know
someone who would love Ruttger’s, please let us
know, and we will get in touch. We promise to take
good care of them.

   See you this summer at Bay Lake!

Dear Gues t ,

CONFERENCE CORNER

Tammy Karger Joins Sales Team
   Tammy Karger joined the Ruttger’s sales team in July 2012.
She has over 12 years of resort sales experience having 
previously worked at Grand View Lodge in Nisswa and at
Arrowwood Resort and Conference Center in Alexandria. 

   Tammy grew up on a farm in Parkers Prairie. She now
resides in St. Michael with her husband Kevin and their three
children Abby, Preston, and Jayden. She enjoys going to the
lake and spending time with her family. She is very excited to
be part of the Ruttger’s family and looks forward to working
with many great people here.

   To plan your next meeting at Ruttger’s, contact Tammy
Karger, Sales Manager, or Sue Maroney-Smith, Director of
Sales, by calling 800.450.4545 or by visiting ruttgers.com.

   You may have noticed a new addition late last year to the collection of game trophies
in the fireplace lobby. Read on . . . 

   George and Kay Herda came to Bay Lake with their three girls in the summer of 1963
after hearing from friends about a beautiful lake and resort. That first visit to Ruttger's
was a wonderful vacation, and they all fell in love with Bay Lake and Ruttger's Bay Lake
Lodge. They loved it so much that they built their own lake home in 1965. They retired in
1976 making Bay Lake their permanent year-round home.

   George and Kay were both very active in the Bay Lake community, and George was
one of the founding members of the Bay Lake Area Lions Club. George was also an avid
hunter and outdoor adventurer. Their girls grew up eating bear, moose, deer, elk, and
nearly every type of fish and fowl. Hasbeen the Moose, or Old Ben for short, was 
harvested in Saskatchewan in the fall of 1955. From 1956 to 1965, his home was at the
Spring Lake Park Lumber Company which George owned. When George and Kay moved
to Bay Lake, Old Ben moved to his new home over their stone fireplace.

   In 1998, George, Kay, and Old Ben moved to The Oaks on Bay Lake. Old Ben hung 
on a wall keeping watch over the family gathering area. Not much was missed by 
Old Ben, and the tales he could tell about George and Kay’s three girls, their 
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren would make for a very entertaining evening!

George and Kay have both passed on,
and we are now honored to have a little
piece of their legacy with us in the 
fireplace lobby where Hasbeen the 
Moose now resides. Stop by and say 
hello the next time you visit.

Hasbeen The  Moose
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    “This August, I will head north on Highway 
169 for my 40th summer at Ruttger’s. My 
grandparents brought me to Ruttger's Bay Lake
Lodge for the first time when I was 7, and I've
not-at-all-jokingly asked my dear friend Sue in
reservations to save my cabin for my 80th 
birthday. If I could afford it today, I'd send a
check for the down payment on my vacation
weeks for the next 41 years. I can't predict much
about the next four decades, but the one thing
I'm sure of is that I'll be looking at Bay Lake each
and every one of those years.

    Going to Ruttger’s isn't going on vacation to
me; it's coming back to where I feel I belong. 
I always say that if you asked me to choose
between celebrating Christmas and going to
Ruttger’s, I would pick Bay Lake in a flash. When
my 12-year-old heard me say that to someone,
she looked alarmed, but then she nodded: No
Flannery I know and love would disagree with 

that line of thinking. Hannah's the fourth 
generation of my family to spend time at
Ruttger’s, and I am sure there will be at least four
more if either of us has any say in the matter.

    Some people evaluate the past year and make
plans for the year ahead on New Year's Eve. 
Me, I always tally up the year gone by and 
anticipate the 12 months ahead during my week
on Bay Lake. My annual time at Bay Lake is
where I reset my inner clock and recalibrate my
emotional compass. I'd be lost without that time
to collect and reflect.

    Every year, Santa swings by The Garage to buy
Hannah a sweatshirt to find under the tree a few
months later. And when she outgrows them, I cut
them into quilt squares that I'll sew together and
send with her when she goes off to college. I can't
think of anything more comforting than the idea
of her falling asleep in her new dorm under
years’ worth of fleece from the lake. I might not
be able to keep her under my roof, but I'll be able
to send part of the home of our heart with her
wherever she goes.

    I can hear my grandfather lamenting that he
never had a single winning bingo card in all the
years we headed up to play in the evenings. I can
feel the rocky road ice cream melting on my wrist.
Every afternoon, my grandmother would send me
to get her a cone, and I never got back to the
cabin without some meltage. Every morning, my
mother and I drank coffee and read newspapers
and paperbacks on the west deck or in the chairs
by the door leading to the shuffleboard court if it 

was raining. I sat on the east deck making a birth
plan for my baby, and the next year, after five
months of Diaper Dipper swimming lessons with
Ruttger’s in mind, dunked her in both pools and
the lake. It was, don't tell my priest, the baptism
that meant the most to me.

    I've dragged total strangers into the ladies
room between the main lodge and the indoor
swimming pool to show them a picture hanging
on the wall of me from when I was ten. I'm the
one standing on the tire swing. It was originally a
postcard back in the day, and my mother bought
dozens of them. (I don't do that anymore; if
someone is washing their hands next to me, 
I might mention it – you would, too – but I no
longer accost people I don't know in the hallway.) 

    I keep two little plastic film canisters, one filled 
with sand from the beach and another one full of
pebbles, in the glove box of my car. On cold days
in January, when the snow is on the ground and
there's a wind chill factor, I shake one in each
hand, and I feel a little bit warmer. 

    Our family's week has always been in August. 
I lost both grandparents and my mother in three
different Septembers over the years, and as sad
as I was to say goodbye and as much as I miss
them, I always smile to think that each of them
went to Ruttger’s one last time before going to
Heaven. For a Flannery, it's pretty close to the
same exact thing.”
Jennifer Flannery
Naperville, Illinois

I N  T H I S  I SS U E . . .

A Little Bit of Heaven

Circa 1950, George is pictured
on the far right.

Me at age 10. That’s how I look on the
inside every time I get to the resort.

October 11-13, 2013 A weekend full of great food, wine and jazz at Ruttger’s
Bay Lake Lodge.    Four course wine dinner and amazing  jazz performances
throughout the weekend are complemented by the beautiful surroundings and
breathtaking views of Bay Lake. Coffee tasting, whiskey tasting, wine seminar,
bonfires, a shopping Happy Hour and more will keep you entertained all
weekend.  Visit our website for more details and weekend updates.

800.450.4545
rut tger s .com

Wine and Jazz Weekend
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“Once again, our group 

enjoyed being at Ruttger’s

in September. Our golf

outing at Ruttger’s is 

always a highlight, and 

we look forward to coming

each fall. The hospitality

and good food never let 

us down. Thank you so

much for handling details

that make our time there

so relaxing and predictably

effortless.”
Siri Smith, Member of 

the WOW Group 
(Widows or Widowers)

Woodbury, Minnesota

VISIT US AT ruttgers.com CALL FOR RESERVATIONS 800.450.4545

‘

2013 Golf Package
   Ruttger’s 2013 Golf Package includes 
unlimited golf on Alec’s Nine and The
Lakes 18-hole championship course. 
Package also includes cart, lodging, 
breakfast and dinner daily, and range
balls. 

   Rates are per adult (18 years of age and
older), per night, double occupancy, plus
tax. Single occupancy rates are available.
Rates vary by season. Call 800.450.4545 
or visit ruttgers.com for rate information.
10% discount for weekday stays and 
seniors age 55+.

   Looking for ways to improve your
game? Join Head Professional Jamie 
Alderman (PGA) for Tuesday adult clinics, 
Wednesday junior clinics, or Thursday 
junior play days. Private lessons are also
available. For more information, check 
out the latest issue of The Turn. Go to
ruttgers.com and click on Activities. Click
on Golf and then click on Golf Newsletter. 

Chovan Golf Group 
   “My grade school buddies and I go back over 40 years of continued friendship. This group of eight, along
with spouses, will be heading to Ruttger’s this fall for our annual three-day couples retreat which includes
golf, socializing, and especially spending time with great friends. This will be our 15th year.

   Ruttger’s is the perfect spot for our retreat. The resort is so consistent from year to year. They have a
super staff, great golf course, delicious food, and great accommodations. We stay at Battle Point. We have
so many memories and such a history there, and we like the privacy.  We swim, build bonfires, play 
horseshoes, toss bean bags, play board games, and occasionally get loud! We don’t have a set agenda for
the weekend, although we do play a relaxing, low-key 18 holes each day. Over the years, Sue Wood has
relentlessly tried to persuade us to play more golf, but she hasn't won that battle yet.

   We have had our share of laughs over the years—Dana’s Bee Gee moments, the conga line, and Catch
Phrase and other games featuring some classic one liners. We have lasting memories we’ll never forget such
as The Doctor’s hole in one, Paulie’s trip into the woods to look for golf balls, and the incident at the cabin
that required Band-Aids for all.
After all, it’s the memories,
laughs, and friendships
that matter most.”

Tom Chovan
Eagan, Minnesota

Vacation Packages

Roger and Geneva Paulson 
celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary in June with their
children and grandchildren at
Ruttger's Bay Lake Lodge. 
A good time was had by all!  
Pictured are Roger and
Geneva with their children 
and grandchildren: Kelly,
Mitch, Justin, Ashley, Caleb,
Shelly, Ryan, Randy, Deb,
Amanda, Dillon, Ross, Amy,
Dane, and Connor.

“We were so happy to be able to get to Ruttger’s for a
few days this July. We hadn't been on vacation with our
grown children for years, and I wanted to return to my
favorite Minnesota resort! Being back in my home state
was good for my soul. We had so much fun! The lake
was warm, and we enjoyed just hanging out in the water.
We did a pontoon cruise our first night there. The guys
golfed all three days, and my daughter and I spent some
quality time in the spa! Of course, we had to get new
sweatshirts. My son, now 22, is still wearing the one I
bought him at least ten years ago. It's ready for the rag
bag, but he won't part with it for his last semester of 
college. Here is a photo of our last night in our new
Ruttger’s gear. We love the quality of your clothing!
Thanks for the memories, once again.”
Sue Losness and family–Jon, Kelly, and Bryan
Kenosha, Wisconsin

Mail to:
Joanne Ruttger

Ruttger’s Bay Lake Lodge
P.O. Box 400

Deerwood, MN 56444
email to: joanne.ruttger@ruttgers.com

SEND YOUR 
VACATION PHOTO!

Thanks to all of you who have
shared your photos with the

Ruttger family and their guests.
Watch for more family photos

in the next Reporter.

“This is the picture we took this year on the deck at Zig’s. We have
been coming to Ruttger’s for the past ten years. We always stay at
Jane’s Cottage which accommodates all of us in one area. We have
had good weather, and sometimes the weather hasn’t been so 
good, but we always have fun! Thank you Ruttger’s staff for your
hospitality. Pictured left to right front row are Maxyne King, Debra
Wagner, Nan Sommerfeldt, and Katrina Vanbuskirk. Pictured left to
right back row are Ann Green, Janelle McCollum, Ginger Heath,
Terry Peterson, Melissa Olson, and Audrey Matzke.”
Maxyne King, Member of the BAE Golf Group
Blaine, Minnesota

“Chris's letter in 
the July 2012

issue of the Repo
rter mentioned

that the giant No
rway Pine on

the first hole of A
lec's Nine had

blown down. Rea
ding that

brought to mind 
this photo. 

A day after enjoy
ing a campfire

with music by Te
d Feyder back 

in 2009, our daug
hter and her

family (Kevin, Lo
ri, and Nathan

Larson of Cottag
e Grove) posed

for their rendition
 of ‘Three 

Short Necked Bu
zzards in a 

Dead Tree’ in fro
nt of that very

tree. Hope you en
joy it!” 

Linda and Larry 
Munter

Cottage Grove, M
innesota

“My mom and I have bee
n coming to

Ruttger’s for 36 years. It
 started as a

family vacation in 1974. 
My husband

has been coming for 12 y
ears and loves

it as much as I do! Ruttg
er’s rolls out

the red carpet for you fr
om the minute

you get there until the ti
me you leave.

We enjoy walking, golfin
g, reading, 

relaxing by the pool, pla
ying bingo, and

of course, the food. The 
only complaint

I have is that time seem
s to be on fast

forward when you are at
 Ruttger’s. We

never run out of things t
o do, but the

time goes way too fast fo
r our taste.

Can't wait for our return
 in 2013.”  

Michele and Tim Peltier

Eden Prairie, Minnesota

Marie Miller
LaCrosse, Wisconsin

Fishing Package
Opening – October 17

Girlfriends Getaway
May 5 – June 12 and 
September 2 – October 17

Mother’s Day Weekend
May 10 – 12

Eat, Drink, Relax, Repeat
May 17 – 19

Memorial Day 
Weekend
May 24 – 27 

Father’s Day Weekend
June 14 – 16 

Summer Escape
June 23 – July 2 

Fourth of July
July 3 – 7

Summer Fun Days
July 7 – 14

Lazy Daze of Summer
August 18 – 23 and
August 25 – 29 

Labor Day 
Weekend Blast
August 30 – September 2

Wine & Jazz Weekend
October 11 – 13 

Oktoberfest
October 18 – 20
For more information on our vacation packages 
including the all-inclusive Bay Lake Plan, go to
ruttgers.com. Can’t find the vacation that’s right for
you? We can help! Our vacation specialists can help
plan your ideal vacation, family reunion, friends
getaway, or group golf outing. They’ll help you 
create the perfect package made just for you!

ONLINE SPECIALS
Log on to ruttgers.com and click on Hot Deals. 

IN THE NEWS
Listed by WCCO/CBS as one of the best places to
celebrate Oktoberfest in Minnesota. Visit
ruttgers.com for a link to the story.

KIDS STAY
FREE!

KIDS STAY
FREE!

KIDS STAY
FREE!

Food and Beverage Winter Update
   The question that I get asked the most this time of year is, “What is going to be new for this season?” 
It’s something I’m always excited to talk about. Many different ideas are bandied about during the winter, and 
not all of them stick. Some, such as the beach bar and the signature cocktail list,
actually come to fruition. A few projects are currently in motion. There will be an
updated wine list for the resort and Zig’s including some wine flights so that
three wines can be sampled for the price of one glass.  Also, the food menus are
being studied, and we are planning some new additions.

   The most exciting project is Ruttger’s Martini List. It will be a compilation of traditional        
stalwarts and modern “martini” cocktails that are a bit more colorful and fruity.

We are currently in the research phase,
whittling down the contenders into a
more manageable number. Once 
that is completed, the very 
delicate process of mixing and
tasting these cocktails will take
place.  Stay tuned for pictures of some of the 
favorites on our Facebook page. The list will be available
at Ruby’s, Zig’s, and the Bear Pine Bar.

We are looking forward to seeing you this 
summer and can’t wait to hear your feedback on all of
our winter projects. Cheers!    

James Taylor
Food and Beverage Director 

RECIPE CORNER

Sauté sliced onions in bu
tter until translucent and

 lightly browned. Add W
orcestershire sauce, bee

f stock,

chicken stock, mushrooms, and salt and pepper to
 taste. Simmer for 20 to 30 minutes. While simmering,

slice French bread in ¾-inch slices. Toast in oven
 or on grill. Ladle soup in

to ovenproof bowls and 
top each

bowl with one slice of br
ead and cheese. Bake at

 350° for 5 to 10 minutes until cheese is ligh
tly browned.

Serves 6 to 8.

3 red onions, sliced

4 yellow onions, sliced

½ cup butter
1 teaspoon Lea & Perrins W

orcestershire Sauce

6 cups beef stock
2 cups chicken stock

8 – 10 ounces sliced mushrooms

1 loaf French bread

3 cups cheese—mixture of gruyere, Swiss, 

and mozzarella
Salt and pepper to taste

FRENCH ONION SOUP GRATIN

Recipe from Executive Chef Terry Dox

KIDS STAY
FREE!

KIDS STAY
FREE!

KIDS STAY
FREE!

KIDS STAY
FREE!
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Siri Smith, Member of 

the WOW Group 
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VISIT US AT ruttgers.com CALL FOR RESERVATIONS 800.450.4545

‘

2013 Golf Package
   Ruttger’s 2013 Golf Package includes 
unlimited golf on Alec’s Nine and The
Lakes 18-hole championship course. 
Package also includes cart, lodging, 
breakfast and dinner daily, and range
balls. 

   Rates are per adult (18 years of age and
older), per night, double occupancy, plus
tax. Single occupancy rates are available.
Rates vary by season. Call 800.450.4545 
or visit ruttgers.com for rate information.
10% discount for weekday stays and 
seniors age 55+.

   Looking for ways to improve your
game? Join Head Professional Jamie 
Alderman (PGA) for Tuesday adult clinics, 
Wednesday junior clinics, or Thursday 
junior play days. Private lessons are also
available. For more information, check 
out the latest issue of The Turn. Go to
ruttgers.com and click on Activities. Click
on Golf and then click on Golf Newsletter. 

Chovan Golf Group 
   “My grade school buddies and I go back over 40 years of continued friendship. This group of eight, along
with spouses, will be heading to Ruttger’s this fall for our annual three-day couples retreat which includes
golf, socializing, and especially spending time with great friends. This will be our 15th year.

   Ruttger’s is the perfect spot for our retreat. The resort is so consistent from year to year. They have a
super staff, great golf course, delicious food, and great accommodations. We stay at Battle Point. We have
so many memories and such a history there, and we like the privacy.  We swim, build bonfires, play 
horseshoes, toss bean bags, play board games, and occasionally get loud! We don’t have a set agenda for
the weekend, although we do play a relaxing, low-key 18 holes each day. Over the years, Sue Wood has
relentlessly tried to persuade us to play more golf, but she hasn't won that battle yet.

   We have had our share of laughs over the years—Dana’s Bee Gee moments, the conga line, and Catch
Phrase and other games featuring some classic one liners. We have lasting memories we’ll never forget such
as The Doctor’s hole in one, Paulie’s trip into the woods to look for golf balls, and the incident at the cabin
that required Band-Aids for all.
After all, it’s the memories,
laughs, and friendships
that matter most.”

Tom Chovan
Eagan, Minnesota
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celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary in June with their
children and grandchildren at
Ruttger's Bay Lake Lodge. 
A good time was had by all!  
Pictured are Roger and
Geneva with their children 
and grandchildren: Kelly,
Mitch, Justin, Ashley, Caleb,
Shelly, Ryan, Randy, Deb,
Amanda, Dillon, Ross, Amy,
Dane, and Connor.

“We were so happy to be able to get to Ruttger’s for a
few days this July. We hadn't been on vacation with our
grown children for years, and I wanted to return to my
favorite Minnesota resort! Being back in my home state
was good for my soul. We had so much fun! The lake
was warm, and we enjoyed just hanging out in the water.
We did a pontoon cruise our first night there. The guys
golfed all three days, and my daughter and I spent some
quality time in the spa! Of course, we had to get new
sweatshirts. My son, now 22, is still wearing the one I
bought him at least ten years ago. It's ready for the rag
bag, but he won't part with it for his last semester of 
college. Here is a photo of our last night in our new
Ruttger’s gear. We love the quality of your clothing!
Thanks for the memories, once again.”
Sue Losness and family–Jon, Kelly, and Bryan
Kenosha, Wisconsin
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“This is the picture we took this year on the deck at Zig’s. We have
been coming to Ruttger’s for the past ten years. We always stay at
Jane’s Cottage which accommodates all of us in one area. We have
had good weather, and sometimes the weather hasn’t been so 
good, but we always have fun! Thank you Ruttger’s staff for your
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   The question that I get asked the most this time of year is, “What is going to be new for this season?” 
It’s something I’m always excited to talk about. Many different ideas are bandied about during the winter, and 
not all of them stick. Some, such as the beach bar and the signature cocktail list,
actually come to fruition. A few projects are currently in motion. There will be an
updated wine list for the resort and Zig’s including some wine flights so that
three wines can be sampled for the price of one glass.  Also, the food menus are
being studied, and we are planning some new additions.

   The most exciting project is Ruttger’s Martini List. It will be a compilation of traditional        
stalwarts and modern “martini” cocktails that are a bit more colorful and fruity.

We are currently in the research phase,
whittling down the contenders into a
more manageable number. Once 
that is completed, the very 
delicate process of mixing and
tasting these cocktails will take
place.  Stay tuned for pictures of some of the 
favorites on our Facebook page. The list will be available
at Ruby’s, Zig’s, and the Bear Pine Bar.

We are looking forward to seeing you this 
summer and can’t wait to hear your feedback on all of
our winter projects. Cheers!    

James Taylor
Food and Beverage Director 

RECIPE CORNER

Sauté sliced onions in bu
tter until translucent and

 lightly browned. Add W
orcestershire sauce, bee

f stock,

chicken stock, mushrooms, and salt and pepper to
 taste. Simmer for 20 to 30 minutes. While simmering,

slice French bread in ¾-inch slices. Toast in oven
 or on grill. Ladle soup in

to ovenproof bowls and 
top each

bowl with one slice of br
ead and cheese. Bake at

 350° for 5 to 10 minutes until cheese is ligh
tly browned.

Serves 6 to 8.

3 red onions, sliced

4 yellow onions, sliced

½ cup butter
1 teaspoon Lea & Perrins W

orcestershire Sauce

6 cups beef stock
2 cups chicken stock

8 – 10 ounces sliced mushrooms

1 loaf French bread

3 cups cheese—mixture of gruyere, Swiss, 

and mozzarella
Salt and pepper to taste

FRENCH ONION SOUP GRATIN

Recipe from Executive Chef Terry Dox
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“Once again, our group 

enjoyed being at Ruttger’s

in September. Our golf

outing at Ruttger’s is 

always a highlight, and 

we look forward to coming

each fall. The hospitality

and good food never let 

us down. Thank you so

much for handling details

that make our time there

so relaxing and predictably

effortless.”
Siri Smith, Member of 

the WOW Group 
(Widows or Widowers)

Woodbury, Minnesota

VISIT US AT ruttgers.com CALL FOR RESERVATIONS 800.450.4545

‘

2013 Golf Package
   Ruttger’s 2013 Golf Package includes 
unlimited golf on Alec’s Nine and The
Lakes 18-hole championship course. 
Package also includes cart, lodging, 
breakfast and dinner daily, and range
balls. 

   Rates are per adult (18 years of age and
older), per night, double occupancy, plus
tax. Single occupancy rates are available.
Rates vary by season. Call 800.450.4545 
or visit ruttgers.com for rate information.
10% discount for weekday stays and 
seniors age 55+.

   Looking for ways to improve your
game? Join Head Professional Jamie 
Alderman (PGA) for Tuesday adult clinics, 
Wednesday junior clinics, or Thursday 
junior play days. Private lessons are also
available. For more information, check 
out the latest issue of The Turn. Go to
ruttgers.com and click on Activities. Click
on Golf and then click on Golf Newsletter. 

Chovan Golf Group 
   “My grade school buddies and I go back over 40 years of continued friendship. This group of eight, along
with spouses, will be heading to Ruttger’s this fall for our annual three-day couples retreat which includes
golf, socializing, and especially spending time with great friends. This will be our 15th year.

   Ruttger’s is the perfect spot for our retreat. The resort is so consistent from year to year. They have a
super staff, great golf course, delicious food, and great accommodations. We stay at Battle Point. We have
so many memories and such a history there, and we like the privacy.  We swim, build bonfires, play 
horseshoes, toss bean bags, play board games, and occasionally get loud! We don’t have a set agenda for
the weekend, although we do play a relaxing, low-key 18 holes each day. Over the years, Sue Wood has
relentlessly tried to persuade us to play more golf, but she hasn't won that battle yet.

   We have had our share of laughs over the years—Dana’s Bee Gee moments, the conga line, and Catch
Phrase and other games featuring some classic one liners. We have lasting memories we’ll never forget such
as The Doctor’s hole in one, Paulie’s trip into the woods to look for golf balls, and the incident at the cabin
that required Band-Aids for all.
After all, it’s the memories,
laughs, and friendships
that matter most.”

Tom Chovan
Eagan, Minnesota

Vacation Packages

Roger and Geneva Paulson 
celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary in June with their
children and grandchildren at
Ruttger's Bay Lake Lodge. 
A good time was had by all!  
Pictured are Roger and
Geneva with their children 
and grandchildren: Kelly,
Mitch, Justin, Ashley, Caleb,
Shelly, Ryan, Randy, Deb,
Amanda, Dillon, Ross, Amy,
Dane, and Connor.

“We were so happy to be able to get to Ruttger’s for a
few days this July. We hadn't been on vacation with our
grown children for years, and I wanted to return to my
favorite Minnesota resort! Being back in my home state
was good for my soul. We had so much fun! The lake
was warm, and we enjoyed just hanging out in the water.
We did a pontoon cruise our first night there. The guys
golfed all three days, and my daughter and I spent some
quality time in the spa! Of course, we had to get new
sweatshirts. My son, now 22, is still wearing the one I
bought him at least ten years ago. It's ready for the rag
bag, but he won't part with it for his last semester of 
college. Here is a photo of our last night in our new
Ruttger’s gear. We love the quality of your clothing!
Thanks for the memories, once again.”
Sue Losness and family–Jon, Kelly, and Bryan
Kenosha, Wisconsin

Mail to:
Joanne Ruttger

Ruttger’s Bay Lake Lodge
P.O. Box 400

Deerwood, MN 56444
email to: joanne.ruttger@ruttgers.com

SEND YOUR 
VACATION PHOTO!

Thanks to all of you who have
shared your photos with the

Ruttger family and their guests.
Watch for more family photos

in the next Reporter.

“This is the picture we took this year on the deck at Zig’s. We have
been coming to Ruttger’s for the past ten years. We always stay at
Jane’s Cottage which accommodates all of us in one area. We have
had good weather, and sometimes the weather hasn’t been so 
good, but we always have fun! Thank you Ruttger’s staff for your
hospitality. Pictured left to right front row are Maxyne King, Debra
Wagner, Nan Sommerfeldt, and Katrina Vanbuskirk. Pictured left to
right back row are Ann Green, Janelle McCollum, Ginger Heath,
Terry Peterson, Melissa Olson, and Audrey Matzke.”
Maxyne King, Member of the BAE Golf Group
Blaine, Minnesota

“Chris's letter in 
the July 2012

issue of the Repo
rter mentioned

that the giant No
rway Pine on

the first hole of A
lec's Nine had

blown down. Rea
ding that

brought to mind 
this photo. 

A day after enjoy
ing a campfire

with music by Te
d Feyder back 

in 2009, our daug
hter and her

family (Kevin, Lo
ri, and Nathan

Larson of Cottag
e Grove) posed

for their rendition
 of ‘Three 

Short Necked Bu
zzards in a 

Dead Tree’ in fro
nt of that very

tree. Hope you en
joy it!” 

Linda and Larry 
Munter

Cottage Grove, M
innesota

“My mom and I have bee
n coming to

Ruttger’s for 36 years. It
 started as a

family vacation in 1974. 
My husband

has been coming for 12 y
ears and loves

it as much as I do! Ruttg
er’s rolls out

the red carpet for you fr
om the minute

you get there until the ti
me you leave.

We enjoy walking, golfin
g, reading, 

relaxing by the pool, pla
ying bingo, and

of course, the food. The 
only complaint

I have is that time seem
s to be on fast

forward when you are at
 Ruttger’s. We

never run out of things t
o do, but the

time goes way too fast fo
r our taste.

Can't wait for our return
 in 2013.”  

Michele and Tim Peltier

Eden Prairie, Minnesota

Marie Miller
LaCrosse, Wisconsin

Fishing Package
Opening – October 17

Girlfriends Getaway
May 5 – June 12 and 
September 2 – October 17

Mother’s Day Weekend
May 10 – 12

Eat, Drink, Relax, Repeat
May 17 – 19

Memorial Day 
Weekend
May 24 – 27 

Father’s Day Weekend
June 14 – 16 

Summer Escape
June 23 – July 2 

Fourth of July
July 3 – 7

Summer Fun Days
July 7 – 14

Lazy Daze of Summer
August 18 – 23 and
August 25 – 29 

Labor Day 
Weekend Blast
August 30 – September 2

Wine & Jazz Weekend
October 11 – 13 

Oktoberfest
October 18 – 20
For more information on our vacation packages 
including the all-inclusive Bay Lake Plan, go to
ruttgers.com. Can’t find the vacation that’s right for
you? We can help! Our vacation specialists can help
plan your ideal vacation, family reunion, friends
getaway, or group golf outing. They’ll help you 
create the perfect package made just for you!

ONLINE SPECIALS
Log on to ruttgers.com and click on Hot Deals. 

IN THE NEWS
Listed by WCCO/CBS as one of the best places to
celebrate Oktoberfest in Minnesota. Visit
ruttgers.com for a link to the story.

KIDS STAY
FREE!
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KIDS STAY
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Food and Beverage Winter Update
   The question that I get asked the most this time of year is, “What is going to be new for this season?” 
It’s something I’m always excited to talk about. Many different ideas are bandied about during the winter, and 
not all of them stick. Some, such as the beach bar and the signature cocktail list,
actually come to fruition. A few projects are currently in motion. There will be an
updated wine list for the resort and Zig’s including some wine flights so that
three wines can be sampled for the price of one glass.  Also, the food menus are
being studied, and we are planning some new additions.

   The most exciting project is Ruttger’s Martini List. It will be a compilation of traditional        
stalwarts and modern “martini” cocktails that are a bit more colorful and fruity.

We are currently in the research phase,
whittling down the contenders into a
more manageable number. Once 
that is completed, the very 
delicate process of mixing and
tasting these cocktails will take
place.  Stay tuned for pictures of some of the 
favorites on our Facebook page. The list will be available
at Ruby’s, Zig’s, and the Bear Pine Bar.

We are looking forward to seeing you this 
summer and can’t wait to hear your feedback on all of
our winter projects. Cheers!    

James Taylor
Food and Beverage Director 

RECIPE CORNER

Sauté sliced onions in bu
tter until translucent and

 lightly browned. Add W
orcestershire sauce, bee

f stock,

chicken stock, mushrooms, and salt and pepper to
 taste. Simmer for 20 to 30 minutes. While simmering,

slice French bread in ¾-inch slices. Toast in oven
 or on grill. Ladle soup in

to ovenproof bowls and 
top each

bowl with one slice of br
ead and cheese. Bake at

 350° for 5 to 10 minutes until cheese is ligh
tly browned.

Serves 6 to 8.

3 red onions, sliced

4 yellow onions, sliced

½ cup butter
1 teaspoon Lea & Perrins W

orcestershire Sauce

6 cups beef stock
2 cups chicken stock

8 – 10 ounces sliced mushrooms

1 loaf French bread

3 cups cheese—mixture of gruyere, Swiss, 

and mozzarella
Salt and pepper to taste

FRENCH ONION SOUP GRATIN

Recipe from Executive Chef Terry Dox
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   Here’s a spring news roundup. There’s quite a bit to report!

   Starting on a sad note, my dad’s cousin Max Ruttger Jr., known to many
of you as Buzz, passed away in October at the age of 92. Buzz grew up
here at Bay Lake and later owned Ruttger’s Pine Beach Lodge on Gull Lake.
After his wife Carol died in 1990, Buzz moved to the house his parents had
built next to our resort, so he was our next-door neighbor these last 22
years. He was a gentleman, a warm and congenial man who loved meeting
new people. We will miss him around the resort, and I know many of you
will, too.

   We are happy to welcome our new neighbors Erin and Todd Meyer and
family. Last season you may have noticed their home going up at the east
end of the resort next to Sunset. Actually, they are not really new to Bay
Lake. Their family’s vacations here began in 1921 with Dr. John and Elsie
McNutt’s honeymoon! They are now well into their fourth generation as
our guests and thought it was time they had their own piece of Bay Lake.
When they are not here, their home, Elsie’s Cottage, will be available to
Ruttger’s guests. Check the accommodations page of our website or call
Vacation Sales for information.

   After an unprecedented string of power failures last summer, we met
with our power company, and they have gone to considerable expense to
address the problem. They have upgraded lines and equipment that carry
power to us and have installed a system to isolate us from some of the 

outages that do occur. Inevitably we will still have power outages from time
to time, but we are confident they will be far less frequent. If you 
experienced a power failure while here last year, I want to apologize and 
let you know the situation has improved.

   Many improvements are underway around the resort, too. They include
repairs and touchups throughout guest rooms and public areas, sound and
lighting improvements in the ballroom, remodeling of the golf course 
condominium bathrooms, and more. As always, there is plenty to do to
keep the resort in good shape.

   Thank you for your continued business. We do not
take it for granted and will continue to provide the
best possible service. Our business has always been
built on referrals from guests like you. If you know
someone who would love Ruttger’s, please let us
know, and we will get in touch. We promise to take
good care of them.

   See you this summer at Bay Lake!

Dear Gues t ,

CONFERENCE CORNER

Tammy Karger Joins Sales Team
   Tammy Karger joined the Ruttger’s sales team in July 2012.
She has over 12 years of resort sales experience having 
previously worked at Grand View Lodge in Nisswa and at
Arrowwood Resort and Conference Center in Alexandria. 

   Tammy grew up on a farm in Parkers Prairie. She now
resides in St. Michael with her husband Kevin and their three
children Abby, Preston, and Jayden. She enjoys going to the
lake and spending time with her family. She is very excited to
be part of the Ruttger’s family and looks forward to working
with many great people here.

   To plan your next meeting at Ruttger’s, contact Tammy
Karger, Sales Manager, or Sue Maroney-Smith, Director of
Sales, by calling 800.450.4545 or by visiting ruttgers.com.

   You may have noticed a new addition late last year to the collection of game trophies
in the fireplace lobby. Read on . . . 

   George and Kay Herda came to Bay Lake with their three girls in the summer of 1963
after hearing from friends about a beautiful lake and resort. That first visit to Ruttger's
was a wonderful vacation, and they all fell in love with Bay Lake and Ruttger's Bay Lake
Lodge. They loved it so much that they built their own lake home in 1965. They retired in
1976 making Bay Lake their permanent year-round home.

   George and Kay were both very active in the Bay Lake community, and George was
one of the founding members of the Bay Lake Area Lions Club. George was also an avid
hunter and outdoor adventurer. Their girls grew up eating bear, moose, deer, elk, and
nearly every type of fish and fowl. Hasbeen the Moose, or Old Ben for short, was 
harvested in Saskatchewan in the fall of 1955. From 1956 to 1965, his home was at the
Spring Lake Park Lumber Company which George owned. When George and Kay moved
to Bay Lake, Old Ben moved to his new home over their stone fireplace.

   In 1998, George, Kay, and Old Ben moved to The Oaks on Bay Lake. Old Ben hung 
on a wall keeping watch over the family gathering area. Not much was missed by 
Old Ben, and the tales he could tell about George and Kay’s three girls, their 
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren would make for a very entertaining evening!

George and Kay have both passed on,
and we are now honored to have a little
piece of their legacy with us in the 
fireplace lobby where Hasbeen the 
Moose now resides. Stop by and say 
hello the next time you visit.

Hasbeen The  Moose

   P.O. Box 400 • Deerwood, Minnesota 56444
800.450.4545 • ruttgers.com
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    “This August, I will head north on Highway 
169 for my 40th summer at Ruttger’s. My 
grandparents brought me to Ruttger's Bay Lake
Lodge for the first time when I was 7, and I've
not-at-all-jokingly asked my dear friend Sue in
reservations to save my cabin for my 80th 
birthday. If I could afford it today, I'd send a
check for the down payment on my vacation
weeks for the next 41 years. I can't predict much
about the next four decades, but the one thing
I'm sure of is that I'll be looking at Bay Lake each
and every one of those years.

    Going to Ruttger’s isn't going on vacation to
me; it's coming back to where I feel I belong. 
I always say that if you asked me to choose
between celebrating Christmas and going to
Ruttger’s, I would pick Bay Lake in a flash. When
my 12-year-old heard me say that to someone,
she looked alarmed, but then she nodded: No
Flannery I know and love would disagree with 

that line of thinking. Hannah's the fourth 
generation of my family to spend time at
Ruttger’s, and I am sure there will be at least four
more if either of us has any say in the matter.

    Some people evaluate the past year and make
plans for the year ahead on New Year's Eve. 
Me, I always tally up the year gone by and 
anticipate the 12 months ahead during my week
on Bay Lake. My annual time at Bay Lake is
where I reset my inner clock and recalibrate my
emotional compass. I'd be lost without that time
to collect and reflect.

    Every year, Santa swings by The Garage to buy
Hannah a sweatshirt to find under the tree a few
months later. And when she outgrows them, I cut
them into quilt squares that I'll sew together and
send with her when she goes off to college. I can't
think of anything more comforting than the idea
of her falling asleep in her new dorm under
years’ worth of fleece from the lake. I might not
be able to keep her under my roof, but I'll be able
to send part of the home of our heart with her
wherever she goes.

    I can hear my grandfather lamenting that he
never had a single winning bingo card in all the
years we headed up to play in the evenings. I can
feel the rocky road ice cream melting on my wrist.
Every afternoon, my grandmother would send me
to get her a cone, and I never got back to the
cabin without some meltage. Every morning, my
mother and I drank coffee and read newspapers
and paperbacks on the west deck or in the chairs
by the door leading to the shuffleboard court if it 

was raining. I sat on the east deck making a birth
plan for my baby, and the next year, after five
months of Diaper Dipper swimming lessons with
Ruttger’s in mind, dunked her in both pools and
the lake. It was, don't tell my priest, the baptism
that meant the most to me.

    I've dragged total strangers into the ladies
room between the main lodge and the indoor
swimming pool to show them a picture hanging
on the wall of me from when I was ten. I'm the
one standing on the tire swing. It was originally a
postcard back in the day, and my mother bought
dozens of them. (I don't do that anymore; if
someone is washing their hands next to me, 
I might mention it – you would, too – but I no
longer accost people I don't know in the hallway.) 

    I keep two little plastic film canisters, one filled 
with sand from the beach and another one full of
pebbles, in the glove box of my car. On cold days
in January, when the snow is on the ground and
there's a wind chill factor, I shake one in each
hand, and I feel a little bit warmer. 

    Our family's week has always been in August. 
I lost both grandparents and my mother in three
different Septembers over the years, and as sad
as I was to say goodbye and as much as I miss
them, I always smile to think that each of them
went to Ruttger’s one last time before going to
Heaven. For a Flannery, it's pretty close to the
same exact thing.”
Jennifer Flannery
Naperville, Illinois

I N  T H I S  I SS U E . . .

A Little Bit of Heaven

Circa 1950, George is pictured
on the far right.

Me at age 10. That’s how I look on the
inside every time I get to the resort.

October 11-13, 2013 A weekend full of great food, wine and jazz at Ruttger’s
Bay Lake Lodge.    Four course wine dinner and amazing  jazz performances
throughout the weekend are complemented by the beautiful surroundings and
breathtaking views of Bay Lake. Coffee tasting, whiskey tasting, wine seminar,
bonfires, a shopping Happy Hour and more will keep you entertained all
weekend.  Visit our website for more details and weekend updates.

800.450.4545
rut tger s .com

Wine and Jazz Weekend



   Here’s a spring news roundup. There’s quite a bit to report!

   Starting on a sad note, my dad’s cousin Max Ruttger Jr., known to many
of you as Buzz, passed away in October at the age of 92. Buzz grew up
here at Bay Lake and later owned Ruttger’s Pine Beach Lodge on Gull Lake.
After his wife Carol died in 1990, Buzz moved to the house his parents had
built next to our resort, so he was our next-door neighbor these last 22
years. He was a gentleman, a warm and congenial man who loved meeting
new people. We will miss him around the resort, and I know many of you
will, too.

   We are happy to welcome our new neighbors Erin and Todd Meyer and
family. Last season you may have noticed their home going up at the east
end of the resort next to Sunset. Actually, they are not really new to Bay
Lake. Their family’s vacations here began in 1921 with Dr. John and Elsie
McNutt’s honeymoon! They are now well into their fourth generation as
our guests and thought it was time they had their own piece of Bay Lake.
When they are not here, their home, Elsie’s Cottage, will be available to
Ruttger’s guests. Check the accommodations page of our website or call
Vacation Sales for information.

   After an unprecedented string of power failures last summer, we met
with our power company, and they have gone to considerable expense to
address the problem. They have upgraded lines and equipment that carry
power to us and have installed a system to isolate us from some of the 

outages that do occur. Inevitably we will still have power outages from time
to time, but we are confident they will be far less frequent. If you 
experienced a power failure while here last year, I want to apologize and 
let you know the situation has improved.

   Many improvements are underway around the resort, too. They include
repairs and touchups throughout guest rooms and public areas, sound and
lighting improvements in the ballroom, remodeling of the golf course 
condominium bathrooms, and more. As always, there is plenty to do to
keep the resort in good shape.

   Thank you for your continued business. We do not
take it for granted and will continue to provide the
best possible service. Our business has always been
built on referrals from guests like you. If you know
someone who would love Ruttger’s, please let us
know, and we will get in touch. We promise to take
good care of them.

   See you this summer at Bay Lake!

Dear Gues t ,

CONFERENCE CORNER

Tammy Karger Joins Sales Team
   Tammy Karger joined the Ruttger’s sales team in July 2012.
She has over 12 years of resort sales experience having 
previously worked at Grand View Lodge in Nisswa and at
Arrowwood Resort and Conference Center in Alexandria. 

   Tammy grew up on a farm in Parkers Prairie. She now
resides in St. Michael with her husband Kevin and their three
children Abby, Preston, and Jayden. She enjoys going to the
lake and spending time with her family. She is very excited to
be part of the Ruttger’s family and looks forward to working
with many great people here.

   To plan your next meeting at Ruttger’s, contact Tammy
Karger, Sales Manager, or Sue Maroney-Smith, Director of
Sales, by calling 800.450.4545 or by visiting ruttgers.com.

   You may have noticed a new addition late last year to the collection of game trophies
in the fireplace lobby. Read on . . . 

   George and Kay Herda came to Bay Lake with their three girls in the summer of 1963
after hearing from friends about a beautiful lake and resort. That first visit to Ruttger's
was a wonderful vacation, and they all fell in love with Bay Lake and Ruttger's Bay Lake
Lodge. They loved it so much that they built their own lake home in 1965. They retired in
1976 making Bay Lake their permanent year-round home.

   George and Kay were both very active in the Bay Lake community, and George was
one of the founding members of the Bay Lake Area Lions Club. George was also an avid
hunter and outdoor adventurer. Their girls grew up eating bear, moose, deer, elk, and
nearly every type of fish and fowl. Hasbeen the Moose, or Old Ben for short, was 
harvested in Saskatchewan in the fall of 1955. From 1956 to 1965, his home was at the
Spring Lake Park Lumber Company which George owned. When George and Kay moved
to Bay Lake, Old Ben moved to his new home over their stone fireplace.

   In 1998, George, Kay, and Old Ben moved to The Oaks on Bay Lake. Old Ben hung 
on a wall keeping watch over the family gathering area. Not much was missed by 
Old Ben, and the tales he could tell about George and Kay’s three girls, their 
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren would make for a very entertaining evening!

George and Kay have both passed on,
and we are now honored to have a little
piece of their legacy with us in the 
fireplace lobby where Hasbeen the 
Moose now resides. Stop by and say 
hello the next time you visit.

Hasbeen The  Moose
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    “This August, I will head north on Highway 
169 for my 40th summer at Ruttger’s. My 
grandparents brought me to Ruttger's Bay Lake
Lodge for the first time when I was 7, and I've
not-at-all-jokingly asked my dear friend Sue in
reservations to save my cabin for my 80th 
birthday. If I could afford it today, I'd send a
check for the down payment on my vacation
weeks for the next 41 years. I can't predict much
about the next four decades, but the one thing
I'm sure of is that I'll be looking at Bay Lake each
and every one of those years.

    Going to Ruttger’s isn't going on vacation to
me; it's coming back to where I feel I belong. 
I always say that if you asked me to choose
between celebrating Christmas and going to
Ruttger’s, I would pick Bay Lake in a flash. When
my 12-year-old heard me say that to someone,
she looked alarmed, but then she nodded: No
Flannery I know and love would disagree with 

that line of thinking. Hannah's the fourth 
generation of my family to spend time at
Ruttger’s, and I am sure there will be at least four
more if either of us has any say in the matter.

    Some people evaluate the past year and make
plans for the year ahead on New Year's Eve. 
Me, I always tally up the year gone by and 
anticipate the 12 months ahead during my week
on Bay Lake. My annual time at Bay Lake is
where I reset my inner clock and recalibrate my
emotional compass. I'd be lost without that time
to collect and reflect.

    Every year, Santa swings by The Garage to buy
Hannah a sweatshirt to find under the tree a few
months later. And when she outgrows them, I cut
them into quilt squares that I'll sew together and
send with her when she goes off to college. I can't
think of anything more comforting than the idea
of her falling asleep in her new dorm under
years’ worth of fleece from the lake. I might not
be able to keep her under my roof, but I'll be able
to send part of the home of our heart with her
wherever she goes.

    I can hear my grandfather lamenting that he
never had a single winning bingo card in all the
years we headed up to play in the evenings. I can
feel the rocky road ice cream melting on my wrist.
Every afternoon, my grandmother would send me
to get her a cone, and I never got back to the
cabin without some meltage. Every morning, my
mother and I drank coffee and read newspapers
and paperbacks on the west deck or in the chairs
by the door leading to the shuffleboard court if it 

was raining. I sat on the east deck making a birth
plan for my baby, and the next year, after five
months of Diaper Dipper swimming lessons with
Ruttger’s in mind, dunked her in both pools and
the lake. It was, don't tell my priest, the baptism
that meant the most to me.

    I've dragged total strangers into the ladies
room between the main lodge and the indoor
swimming pool to show them a picture hanging
on the wall of me from when I was ten. I'm the
one standing on the tire swing. It was originally a
postcard back in the day, and my mother bought
dozens of them. (I don't do that anymore; if
someone is washing their hands next to me, 
I might mention it – you would, too – but I no
longer accost people I don't know in the hallway.) 

    I keep two little plastic film canisters, one filled 
with sand from the beach and another one full of
pebbles, in the glove box of my car. On cold days
in January, when the snow is on the ground and
there's a wind chill factor, I shake one in each
hand, and I feel a little bit warmer. 

    Our family's week has always been in August. 
I lost both grandparents and my mother in three
different Septembers over the years, and as sad
as I was to say goodbye and as much as I miss
them, I always smile to think that each of them
went to Ruttger’s one last time before going to
Heaven. For a Flannery, it's pretty close to the
same exact thing.”
Jennifer Flannery
Naperville, Illinois

I N  T H I S  I SS U E . . .

A Little Bit of Heaven

Circa 1950, George is pictured
on the far right.

Me at age 10. That’s how I look on the
inside every time I get to the resort.

October 11-13, 2013 A weekend full of great food, wine and jazz at Ruttger’s
Bay Lake Lodge.    Four course wine dinner and amazing  jazz performances
throughout the weekend are complemented by the beautiful surroundings and
breathtaking views of Bay Lake. Coffee tasting, whiskey tasting, wine seminar,
bonfires, a shopping Happy Hour and more will keep you entertained all
weekend.  Visit our website for more details and weekend updates.

800.450.4545
rut tger s .com

Wine and Jazz Weekend




