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Saying “goodbye” has never been easy for me, but the time has come for
me to slow down and change directions a bit. Even though my husband has
been retired for ten years, it didn’t enter my mind to do so until recently.
Retirement was supposed to be for “old” people. It’s kind of funny how all 
of a sudden, you realize that you are! Almost without exception, everyone
I’ve told about my plan to retire has had the same response: “What are 
you going to do then?” I guess the expectation is that I do not go home,
withdraw from life, and lounge around on a recliner eating bonbons, even
though that sounds like fun for a day or two! I have many books that I’ve
been wanting to read, computer classes I’ve wanted to take, grandchildren
I’ve wanted to spend more time with (our fifth grandson was just born in
April), and a yard and garden that desperately need help!

I would like to thank the Ruttger family for the trust and encouragement
they have given me and my family over the years. They are truly a class act.
In 1970, we came to the resort expecting to stay one summer to take a break
from working on our master’s degrees at Moorhead State University. We
enjoyed the summer so much we signed on for another year. In 1971 with
a baby in tow and the excitement of another season, I quit teaching 
and never went back. I honestly don’t remember a single day in my 
40 years at Ruttger’s getting up and hating to go to work. I’ve loved
this job and working with many wonderful friends. 

It’s been fun being a part of the growth of the resort and 
getting to know so many guests and their families as well. 
We do not plan to move out of the area at this time, so I’m
telling myself that this isn’t really goodbye but more that 
I will miss seeing you. Thanks for the many memories!

I am happy to introduce our new retail director,
Gretchen Bombenger. Many of you probably met her last
season when she worked here as a management trainee. 
In the fall, she was offered the retail director’s position.

Gretchen was born and raised in Maple Grove and went to Cooper High
School in Robbinsdale. Through her high school years, she worked at
Maurice’s and became one of their managers after graduation. She also
managed a men’s suit store for a time and has had lengthy corporate buying
experience. Most recently, she was the food and beverage manager at
Deacon’s Lodge. Her mom owns a coffee house in Cross Lake, so Gretchen
comes on board with coffee experience, too. Gretchen lives in Breezy Point
with Ed and their four-year-old son, Ethan. Please stop at the stores to meet
and welcome her. I know she will enjoy getting to know the great guests 
at Ruttger’s!

Sharon Simons
Retail Director, Retired!

I N  TH I S  I S SU E . . .
Gretchen Bombenger and Sharon Simons



Rates are per adult, per night, double 
occupancy, plus tax. Single occupancy 
rates are available.

Golf packages are not available for 
children under 18 years of age.

Seniors age 55+ and weekday stays 
receive a 10% discount.

‘

2010 Packages

PPoowweerr  GGoollff  PPaacckkaaggee
Ruttger’s 2010 Power Golf Package
includes unlimited golf on Alec’s Nine and
The Lakes 18-hole championship course.
Package also includes cart, lodging, 
breakfast and dinner daily, range balls,
and a drink coupon.

Rates vary by season and start at $156 per
adult, per night. Call 800.450.4545 or visit
ruttgers.com for rate information.

If in 2010 you are coming: In 2011 your week will be:

KIDS’ RATES EXTENDED TO AGE 17
To support families who want to keep doing things together as families, we have increased the 
qualifying age for children's MAP rates and Kids Stay Free to 17. Also, kids’ MAP rates in spring and
fall are now just $25 per child, per night.

VACATION PACKAGES
For more information on our vacation packages, log on to our website ruttgers.com. Click on
Packages, and then click on the package of your choice.

CUSTOMIZE YOUR VACATION!
Can’t find the package that’s right for you? We can help! Our vacation specialists can help plan 
your ideal vacation, family reunion, friends getaway, or group golf outing. They’ll help you create 
the perfect package made just for you!

ONLINE SPECIALS
Log onto our website ruttgers.com and click on Specials 
for the latest deals and to sign up for email news and updates.

2011 IS ANOTHER SHIFT YEAR

July 5 – 11 July 10 – 17 
July 11 – 18 July 17 – 24 
July 18 – 25 July 24 – 31 
July 25 – August 1 July 31 – August 7
August 1 – 8 August 7 – 14 
August 8 – 15 August 14 – 21 
August 15 – 22 August 21 – 28 
August 22 – 29 Either August 21 – 28 or August 28 – September 4

The highlighted week shown above is the week used to determine when we have a “shift year.” 
A family that vacations the first week of every August will never come in July. Their vacation time 
is the first full week in August. Thus, we have a shift year in 2011. If you choose not to shift your 
week during the summer of 2011, we most likely will not have “your” cottage or room available. 
You will be assigned another open cottage or room. The same goes for seating in Ruby’s Dining
Room. That also shifts. 

The left column above shows this year’s weeks, and the right column shows the new weeks for 2011.
We are not changing your vacation week. We just want to make sure you don’t eventually end up 
in the wrong month. We want this to go smoothly, so we are getting the word out early. We are

ready to assist you in the reservations office with your 2011 reservation requests or with any
questions you may have about the shift year. 

Have a WONDERFUL summer everyone!

Tami Price, Director of Vacation Sales
Sue Ruschmeier, Sales Specialist 

RECIPE CORNER

Cook pasta in boiling salted w
ater until al dente. Drain well

. Season chicken with salt an
d

pepper. Heat a large grill pan
 over medium heat and add c

hicken. Grill until cooked thro
ugh

and golden brown. Remove to
 plate. Heat olive oil in large 

sauté pan and add garlic and
 red

pepper flakes. Sauté until fra
grant. Add the cooked pasta 

and turn off heat. Mix well. T
ransfer

pasta to large bowl. Add chic
ken and season with salt and

 pepper. Sprinkle in parsley, l
emon

rind, and lemon juice and mi
x well. Top with Parmesan ch

eese. Serves 3 to 4. 

1 pound penne pasta
1 pound chicken cutlets, cut int

o strips

Salt
Freshly ground black pepper
3 tablespoons olive oil

3 cloves garlic, sliced
¼ teaspoon red pepper flakes
3 tablespoons chopped fresh pa

rsley
2 lemons for juice and rind
½ cup grated Parmesan cheese

LEMON PASTA WITH CHICKEN

Recipe from Executive Chef Terry Dox



SSuummmmeerr  EEssccaappee  
JUNE 27 – JULY 1
(two-night minimum)
Starting at $165 
The summer’s perfect getaway for everyone! 
Enjoy all the summer amenities including bingo,
bonfires, family activities, and lots of outdoor fun.

FFaammii llyy  VVaalluuee  DDaayyss
JULY 5 – 11
(two-night minimum)
Starting at $165
Our most popular family package has a full 
schedule of fun activities and special entertainment.
Each day brings new adventures for your family
with bingo, Kids’ Kamp, golf tournaments, a 
carnival, pontoon cruises, and lots of surprises!

LLaabboorr  DDaayy  WWeeeekkeenndd
SEPTEMBER 3 – 6
(three-night minimum)
Starting at $145
Enjoy one last weekend of summer 
fun and excitement with family activities 
that include golfing, boating, contests, 
entertainment, and more.

VISIT US AT ruttgers.com CALL FOR RESERVATIONS 800.450.4545

Ruttger’s Kids Stay & Eat Free Packages include lodging, breakfast and dinner buffets daily, unlimited golf on Alec’s Nine, reduced rates on The Lakes, use of tennis courts,
beaches, pools, whirlpool, sauna, Kids’ Kamp, family activities, and housekeeping service. Children through age 17 stay and eat free when sharing a studio or one-bedroom
unit with parents. Offer is limited to one child per adult. Additional children ages 4 to 17 during Labor Day Weekend are $25 per child, per night. Additional children ages 4
to 17 during Summer Escape and Family Value Days are $75 per child, per night.

Rates below are quoted per adult, per night, double occupancy, plus tax. Single occupancy rates are available. All rates are subject to change. Package schedules and 
activities are tentative and may change, and an extra fee may be required for some activities.

2010 Packages
KKiiddss  SSttaayy  &&  EEaatt  FFrreeee  PPaacckkaaggeess

KIDS STAY
FREE!

KIDS STAY
FREE!

KIDS STAY
FREE!

2255tthh  AAnnnnuuaall   OOkkttoobbeerrffeess tt
OCTOBER 22 – 24
(two-night minimum)
Starting at $125
Children 4 to 17 years ~ $25 
Make time to polka at our 25th Anniversary
Celebration! Includes Saturday’s Arts & Crafts 
Fair, German food and music, entertainment, kids’
activities, breakfast and dinner buffets, unlimited
golf on Alec’s Nine and The Lakes, and use of
resort amenities. Stay in the middle of the fun!

SSppeecciiaall   PPaacckkaaggeess
Ruttger’s Special Packages are a two- or three-night minimum on lodging and include resort amenities. Rates below are quoted per adult, per night, double 
occupancy, plus tax. Single occupancy rates are available. All rates are subject to change. Package schedules and activities are tentative and may change, and 
an extra fee may be required for some activities.

FFiisshhiinngg  PPaacckkaaggee
OPENING – OCTOBER 21
(two-night minimum)
Fall rates starting at $98
Drop a line in beautiful Bay Lake or any of the 
popular spots in the Lakes Area. Includes a fishing
boat with an eight-hp motor each day, breakfast 
and dinner, and use of resort amenities.

BBiirrdd  WWaattcchheerrss   SSppeecciiaall
SEPTEMBER 6 – OCTOBER 21
(two-night minimum, weekdays only)
Starting at $95
Explore our many areas for bird watching. Our 
central location is an easy drive to prairies, boreal
forests, lakes, and wetlands. Includes breakfast 
and dinner daily, a box lunch, and use of resort
amenities.

GGiirr llffrriieennddss   GGeettaawwaayy
SEPTEMBER 6 – OCTOBER 21
(two-night minimum)
Starting at $105
Girlfriends, indulge yourselves with golf, shopping,
and great food! Includes breakfast and dinner daily,
coupons for The Fine Line Salon and Spa and
Ruttger’s shops, unlimited golf on Alec’s Nine,
reduced rates on The Lakes, and use of resort
amenities.

OOlldd--FFaasshhiioonneedd  FFoouurrtthh  
ooff  JJuullyy
JULY 1 – 5
(three-night minimum)
Starting at $175
Children 4 to 17 years ~ $75 
Join us for our traditional celebration with a picnic,
carnival, coffee cruise, sand castle contest, and water
fun! Includes breakfast and dinner daily, unlimited
golf on Alec’s Nine, reduced rates on The Lakes, use
of resort amenities, and lots of family activities and
entertainment including an awesome fireworks 
display over Bay Lake on July 2! Ask about special
rates for our five- to seven-night stays.



Golf, boating, tennis, skiing, swimming, fishing, 
shopping, hiking, reading, contemplating nature—we all
have our favorites. Bicycling may or may not be on your
list of favorite Ruttger’s activities, but did you know 
beautiful scenic routes along rural roads are accessible
right out our front door? 

If you prefer to ride on a designated bike trail, you may
want to check out the new Cuyuna Lakes Trail in Crosby, 
a paved state trail through the 5,000-acre Cuyuna Country
State Recreation Area (CCSRA). The latest news is that
soon the CCSRA will also have the finest mountain biking
found anywhere in the Midwest. The International
Mountain Biking Association selected the site (one of 
only six nationwide), and 22 miles of trail are expected 
to be completed this August. For more information see
cuyunalakestrail.org.

We are also lucky to have an excellent cycle shop in
Crosby called Cycle, Path & Paddle. They sell and rent
bikes, kayaks, canoes and more, and they also offer
guide and shuttle services. For more information go to
cyclepathpaddle.com. New this year, they even have a
full complement of quality bikes and related equipment
right here at Ruttger’s for our guests to rent. 

Hope to see you soon here in the lakes and woods 
and on the trails!

Yours for a Ruttger vacation,

DDeeaarr   GGuueess tt ,,

CONFERENCE 
CORNER

Let Us Custom Design an Activity for 
Your Next Event

Need a break during your conference?  Invigorate your
team and inspire creativity by having us facilitate a 
teambuilding event. Whether you would like a half-hour 
or half-day event, our on-site facilitators will develop 
interactive group exercises to meet your team’s needs. 
Ice-breakers, problem-solving exercises, pontoon cruises,
and creative cooking classes are just a few ideas we can
offer to your work group or professional association. Let 
us know what you’re looking for, and we’ll create a custom 
experience for your group. You’ll save time and money by
eliminating travel, lodging, and preparation costs associated
with off-site facilitators.

We offer the following activities and more:
Ice Breakers ~ Fun getting-to-know-you mixers.
Problem Solving Exercises ~ Tap into the creative
side of your team.
Pontoon Cruises on Bay Lake ~ Let us do the driving 
while you relax with your friends and take a break from
work stress.
Creative Cooking Classes ~ Find your gourmet side by
taking part in creating (and eating) some of Ruttger’s
favorite dishes.
Customized Events ~ Tell us what you’re looking for,
and we’ll develop the experience.
Golf team competitions, nature hikes, fitness classes,
and more!

Please contact Sue Maroney-Smith at 800.388.8809 or
sue.m@ruttgers.com to discuss your group or event needs.
She will be happy to put together a customized proposal
designed especially for you. 

Was it a long cold winter or is it just me? Spring has arrived early. Tulips are blooming,
and the lake is crystal blue. Watching the resort come to life is like removing a ribbon from
a gift knowing the very thing you wished for is inside. Gardeners and groundskeepers
busily taking care to prepare for families and friends returning for some rest and 
relaxation, truly, it is a beautiful sight. 

We feel so lucky to be a part of providing much deserved pampering to Ruttger’s guests.
Nancy is looking forward to familiar faces coming through the door. She has a knack for

remembering the little things that make people smile. The shelves are 
filling with the newest AVEDA products and reformulated make-up

line. Pedicure chairs are lined up ready for sisters, moms,
grandmas, and BFFs to share a giggle and a glass of 

wine or cup of AVEDA comforting tea. The pretty 
toes are nice, too. Looking for a quiet and 

peaceful massage or facial? Maybe a yoga 
class with Maggie? Please feel free to stop 

in and check out our menu of services, or
give us a call at 218.678.2157. Our goal is

to help you take a moment to enjoy the
simple things in life.

Until then, take care, and we can’t
wait to see you at the lake!

Kids  Stay  &  Eat  Free  Packages

FFrroomm  tthhee   FFiinnee   LLiinnee

Kathy Bjork, Proprietor
Fine Line Salon and Spa 
at Ruttger’s



FF rr
oo

mm
  tt

hh
ee   pp

aa
gg

ee ss   oo
ff   RR

uu
tt

tt
gg

ee rr
’’ ss   SS cc

rr
aa

pp
bb

oo
oo

kk

“The Owens family held its 18th reunion over Labor Day weekend, and I thought I’d share thegroup picture with you. Thank you for 18 wonderfulLabor Day gatherings! Everyone really appreciates thechance to visit and discover how everyone is doing.I’ve also included a picture of the full moon risingover the lake. It was a gorgeous site!”BBaarrbb  OOwweennss
BBiissmmaarrcckk,,  NNoorrtthh  DDaakkoottaa

“With the summer of 2010 already here, we are looking forward to returning to Ruttger’s. Last August we enjoyed awonderful week together as a family. The three grandchildrenin the family got to swim, play in the sand, and eat lots oftreats all week. We love those yummy worms and dirt!!!!!! Isaacand Isabella Balabuszko-Reay and their big cousin Lilli Buglaloved hanging out by the old phone booth. Little Isaac got lotsof rides on the rocking horse. Isabella collected rocks, leaves,and sticks and loved the nature walk. Lilli the teenager readthe Twilight series of books. The dark nights up north gotspooky after reading about vampires all day! We adults gotsome downtime to read and relax, and we enjoyed the fabulous buffet each night. Your traditional, family-owned, old-fashionedresort is our destination when we head up north! Thanks, andsee you this summer.”
PPaammeellaa  aanndd  JJiimm  BBaallaabbuusszzkkoo--RReeaayy,,
GGrraannddmmaa  aanndd  GGrraannddppaa  JJuulliiee  aanndd  JJooee  BBaallaabbuusszzkkoo,,aanndd  tthhee  kkiiddddooss  IIssaabbeellllaa,,  IIssaaaacc,,  aanndd  LLiilllliiEEddiinnaa,,  MMiinnnneessoottaa

Mail to:
Joanne Ruttger

Ruttger’s Bay Lake Lodge
P.O. Box 400

Deerwood, MN 56444
email to: joanne@ruttgers.com

SEND YOUR VACATION PHOTO!
Thanks to all of you who have
shared your photos with the

Ruttger family and their guests.
Watch for more family photos

in the next Reporter.

“It was another great vacation at Ruttger’s for the McNeills.
Enclosed is a photo taken of all of us. As you can see with a
baby on the way, we may need to change up the housing next
year, maybe one of the new big villas!”
JJoohhnn  MMccNNeeiillll
EEddeenn  PPrraaiirriiee,,  MMiinnnneessoottaa

“We want to thank all of th
e staff at Ruttger’s who ma

de our

family reunion wonderful. W
e came from all over the wo

rld 

to enjoy time with each oth
er in your beautiful, comfor

table 

setting. All 64 of us look fo
rward to our next visit!”

MMaauurreeeenn  HHaallllaaccyy  ffoorr  tthhee  GGiill
bbeerrttssoonn  FFaammiillyy

CChhiiccaaggoo,,  IIlllliinnooiiss

“Thank you for our wonderf
ul family vacation at Ruttge

rs! Mom

(Robin McDonald) treated t
he entire family to a stay at

 the resort.

We enjoyed our privacy in i
ndividual cabins but were n

earby each

other to allow for impromp
tu visits and easy roundup o

f the gang for

the delicious meals. The foo
d was really a highlight! The

 kids enjoyed

Kids’ Kamp and making san
d castles at the beach. Mom

 even had a

pedicure at the quaint salon
. There’s nothing like going 

‘up north’ in

Minnesota to enjoy the lake
s and woods and family tim

e. Thank you

for sharing your wonderful 
place with us.”

JJoohhnn  &&  RRoobbiinn  MMccDDoonnaalldd  aann
dd  FFaammiillyy

CCaannnnoonn  FFaallllss  aanndd  RReedd  WWiinngg
,,  MMiinnnneessoottaa

HHoollmmeenn  aanndd  TTrreemmppeeaalleeaauu,,  WW
iissccoonnssiinn
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TTaakkee   tthhee   CChhaall lleennggee
Here we are in the middle of June. The golf ball is flying its normal distance again, and the greens are at their mid-summer speeds. The Lakes course
is in very good shape and is ready for you to try to dissect the tight fairways and the undulating greens. For those of you who haven’t been here yet
this year, when you do visit you will notice a new billboard on the right side of Highway 6 about three miles from the resort:

Now I don’t know if you can see it in his face, but this kid is only 12 years old and has a golf swing that would make Rory McIlroy blush. The hole in
question is a par 4, 320-yard teaser from the black tees, 303 from the blue, and a real tempting 280 from the white tees. A drive hit in the center of
the club face can bounce on, but if quickly hooked or blocked to the right (assuming a right-handed golfer), you will not have the pleasure of facing
an eagle putt like our young friend did. Anyway, whether you are staying at Ruttger’s or just driving by on your way to the cabin, stop in and take the
challenge of trying to drive the 6th green!
Greg Snow
Head Golf Professional

I N  TH I S  I S SU E . . .




