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2021 Tennessee Arts Academy
Inspiring Learning - Changing Lives
Our 35th Year

Please Read A Welcome Message from Frank Bluestein
Tennessee Arts Academy Executive Director

Before we get started!

The 2021 Academy is taking place primarily online and will be using
Zoom. If you haven't already, please make sure you have Zoom installed
on your device.

Download Zoom below (if you haven't already)

Desktop (Recommended)
Google Play_Store
App_Store

TAA Facts, Tips, and Helpful Hints

TAA Virtual Visitors' Da Schedule
Guidelines y Overview
TAA Staff Sponsm:s e Contact Us Ac_ademy
Advertisers History
TAA Alumni LR
FAQs . .. Evaluation
Association
Survey

Purchase
An NYC
Broadway
Giveaway
Ticket

TAA MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Tennessee Arts Academy is to provide exceptional quality professional development, arts training, support, encouragement, information and renewal to K-
12 teachers and to promote and honor the role of the arts in the lives of all Tennesseans.

The Tennessee Arts Academy is a project of the Tennessee Department of Education and is funded under a grant contract with the State of Tennessee.

Major corporate, organizational, and individual funding support for the Tennessee Arts Academy is generously provided by:
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Significant sponsorship, scholarship, and event support for the 2021 Tennessee Arts Academy is generously provided by Stephen Coleman; Community Foundation of Middle
Tennessee; Rena Ellzy; Solie Fott; Bobby Jean Frost; Dorothy M. Gillespie Foundation; Morel Enoch Harvey; Marlene and Spencer Hays Foundation; Kem Hinton; Patricia
Hudson; Lingner Gift Fund; Pinnacle Financial Partners; Sara Savell; Tennessee Book Company; Jeanette and Bill Watkins; and Watkins College of Art at Belmont University.

Tennessee Arts Academy. Lagout
Belmont University / 1900 Belmont Blvd. / Nashville, TN 37212
Email: / Phone: 615-460-5451

oM


https://www.taa2021.com/participants/participants-welcome
https://www.taa2021.com/participants/workshops-faculty/workshops-main
https://www.taa2021.com/participants/interludes/interludes-main-daily-schedule
https://www.taa2021.com/participants/fullacademywebinars
https://www.taa2021.com/participants/workshops-faculty/faculty
https://www.taa2021.com/participants/welcomemessage
https://zoom.us/
https://www.taa2021.com/participants/easter-eggs/taa-virtual-guidelines
https://www.taa2021.com/participants/easter-eggs/academic-credit
https://www.taa2021.com/participants/easter-eggs/visitors-day
https://global-uploads.webflow.com/6085838297938583af473794/60df749871e8110a20a651e0_2021%20Schedule%20Overview-2.pdf
https://global-uploads.webflow.com/6085838297938583af473794/60dbecbcccee715334469d04_21.06.26-Press%20Release%20for%20Packet%20Fillable%20Form%20TAA%202021%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.taa2021.com/participants/easter-eggs/taa-staff
https://www.taa2021.com/participants/easter-eggs/sponsors-and-advertisers
https://www.taa2021.com/participants/easter-eggs/taa-foundation
https://www.taa2021.com/participants/easter-eggs/contact-us
https://www.taa2021.com/participants/easter-eggs/academy-history
https://auction.hanwi.com/taa/index.htm
https://www.taa2021.com/participants/easter-eggs/faqs
https://www.taa2021.com/participants/easter-eggs/taa-alumni-association
https://www.taa2021.com/participants/easter-eggs/taa-credit-hours-overview
https://www.taa2021.com/participants/easter-eggs/final-taa-evaluation-survey
https://www.taa2021.com/participants/easter-eggs/academy-news-and-notes-daily-newsletter
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Dc8dzPGn4-LCajFevTkh9DPUfP382NcrB-6JGd4NEf9rtntECuM7DMZUy2825XB5lYvJUA9LEHiNK2g5gSvJB2sE5sFcP5W_q6OpXQTy0tGrwRKL_KsTmno1GaCL5l_sk0PpduXvnt8gXUeZjQYbn6lA0P0W5bPH0q3rzdSMEt8=&ver=3
http://tennesseeartsacademy.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TennesseeArtsAcademy
https://www.instagram.com/tnartsacademy/
https://twitter.com/tnartsacademy
https://www.taa2021.com/participants/participants-welcome#/ms/logout
https://zoom.us/support/download
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=us.zoom.videomeetings&hl=en_US
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/zoom-cloud-meetings/id546505307
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Core Sessions

Select a category below to explore

Music Core Sessions

The Academy Music division encompasses the broad spectrum of choral, instrumental, and general music. Separate tracks are offered in Elementary Music,
Instrumental Music, and Choral Music. The prestigious faculty members are gathered from around the country and use their expertise to help participants enhance their
musical skills and renew their enthusiasm for teaching. All of it combines to provide cutting-edge training, community, and renewal.

Elementary/Lower Middle

Teaching with Love and Grace

Sing, Say, Dance, and Play: Create in a Responsive Way

Upper Middle/Secondary

It's All in a Year’s Work: Practical and Purposeful Strategies for the Choral Classroom

Toward Becoming a Complete Conductor: Synthesizing Deep Preparation; Clear Communication; and Fluid, Dynamic Rehearsal
Technique

Something Old, Something New, Something Borrowed, Let Them Choose!

Theatre Core Sessions

The Academy Theatre division combines practical and creative elements to expand the teacher's ability to interpret curriculum in exciting new ways. Arts Integration,
Creative Drama, and Movement is the focus area for the Elementary/Lower Middle Theatre sessions. The Upper Middle/Secondary Theatre sessions explore various
theatre interest areas. Prestigious instructors from around the country provide stimulating class sessions that reflect a mix of classroom, stage, and performance
techniques, coupled with current trends and the latest research in arts education.

Elementary/Lower Middle

Collaborative Storytelling: Active Engagement in Critical Thinking and Problem Solving

Strategies for Success: Incorporating Movement and Dance into the Curriculum

Upper Middle/Secondary

We're All in This Together: Musical Theatre Directing Strategies to Expand Your Process

Foundations of Michael Chekhov Technique for Stage and On-camera Performance

Visual Art Core Sessions

The Tennessee Arts Academy Visual Art division explores art from the perspective of production, history, criticism, and aesthetics. Nationally recognized instructors,
whose work has influenced current educational practice and theory, are gathered from around the country to provide stimulating and practical instruction. The class
sessions reflect a mix of skills-based training, coupled with current trends and the latest research in art education.

Elementary/Lower Middle

Using Voice and Choice to Promote Cultural Awareness in the Art Studio

Taking Shape Further with Movement and Texture

Upper Middle/Secondary

Wire and Fabric Sculptures: Line into Form

Connect, Create, and Reflect: Art Making_ in 2021

Arts Leadership and Administration Core Sessions

The Academy’s Arts Leadership and Administration division (ALAA) aims to inspire and empower participants to support and advance arts education. ALAA connects
teachers, school and district leaders, program directors, and others who are interested in active arts education leadership. Practical and thought-provoking daily
sessions link contemporary arts research and trends to targeted arts initiatives at multiple levels within schools, districts, and beyond. Numerous interactive discussions
with state and national leaders are also part of the innovative curriculum.

Daily Core Session

Daily Core Class

Class Webinars
Leading for Growth

Arts Education and Social Emotional Learning: The Heart of the Arts

A Conversation with Aaron P. Dworkin

Trio Track Core Sessions

Trio Track is a unique division of the Academy that provides participants with a daily multidisciplinary experience in three distinct arts areas. Trio Track participants
attend a pre-designated class daily in music and theatre. Additionally, Trio Track participants will attend a minimum of one VisualArt Interlude each afternoon. The
experience allows the participants to enjoy complete immersion in one topic for each arts discipline each day. Please Note:Upper Middle/Secondary Trio Track
participants will attend two of the classes listed below each day according to their group designation.

Elementary/Lower Middle

Teaching with Love and Grace

Collaborative Storytelling: Active Engagement in Critical Thinking and Problem Solving

Upper Middle/Secondary

It's All in a Year’s Work: Practical and Purposeful Strategies for the Choral Classroom

Something Old, Something New, Something Borrowed, Let Them Choose!

We're All in This Together: Musical Theatre Directing Strategies to Expand Your Process

Foundations of Michael Chekhov Technique for Stage and On-camera Performance

Tennessee Arts Academy
Belmont University / 1900 Belmont Blvd. / Nashville, TN 37212
Email: / Phone: 615-460-5451
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Faculty Bios

Drew Brown
Visual Art Upper Middle/Secondary

Drew Brown is currently an art teacher at Milton High School in Milton, Georgia, although she has
taught at all grade levels. She draws inspiration from her students and encourages them to embrace

personal connections to their artwork while making dialogue and reflection major components of
learning through the arts. Brown was previously the associate curator for education services at the
Morris Museum of Art, and has also served as an adjunct professor on the university level. She is past
president of the Georgia Art Education Association and was designated as its Georgia Art Educator
for 2020. Brown has shown her own work in various venues across Georgia including the University of North Georgia and the
Alpharetta Arts Center. She has frequently presented on the state and national levels, including Harvard’s Project Zero, and
especially enjoys co-presenting and collaborating with colleagues.

Ann Clements
Music Upper Middle/Secondary

Ann Clements is a professor of music education at Pennsylvania State University and serves as

assistant vice provost of faculty affairs-faculty development, where she oversees the advancement of
more than 6,400 full time faculty members. Clements is an active researcher, musician, and
pedagogue, who has given more than 150 keynote addresses and presentations throughout the
United States and around the world. She is published in multiple national and international journals
and is the author and editor of multiple books in her field, including Field Guide to Student Teaching in Music, Alternative
Approach in Music Education: Case Studies from the Field, and Popular Music Pedagogies: A Practical Guide for Music
Teachers. Her primary research areas include music participation, game theory in education, learning in augmented realities,
professional development in higher education, arts integration, and ethnomusicology. Clements is also a recognized scholar in
Maori music of New Zealand.

Deborah Damast

Theatre Elementary/Lower Middle

Deborah Damast is director and clinical associate professor of dance education at the New York
University Steinhardt School, where she teaches classes, directs concerts, oversees outreach, and
serves as director for the Uganda study abroad program. She has presented at numerous
conferences, and her choreography has been performed in more than one hundred venues in New

York City, including the Ailey Citigroup Theatre; Peridance Center, World Financial Center, and
Symphony Space. She has worked throughout the United States, and internationally in Canada, Italy,
Japan, Korea, and Uganda. Damast has been active in numerous professional organizations and has written curricula for
Peridance and New York City Ballet, among others. She is the recipient of the 2010 Outstanding Dance Educator Award from
the National Dance Education Organization, the 2019 New York University Steinhardt Excellence in Teaching Award, and the
2020 Dance Teacher Magazine Award.

Dru Davison

Arts Leadership and Administration

Dru Davison is a music program leader for Shelby County Schools in Memphis, Tennessee, and an
active researcher in areas of creative leadership, education policy, and program development.
Davison recently served as project chair for the Tennessee State Board of Education’s Standards
Revisions for Arts Education and has consulted for the United States Department of Education
Reform Support Network and the Insight Education Group. He is active with the National
Association for Music Education with past service as chair of the council of Music Program Leaders,
where he oversaw the revisions of Opportunity-to-Learn Standards for Music Instruction. Prior to his
work in administration, Davison taught instrumental music in rural and urban areas, was an adjunct
jazz and saxophone instructor at Arkansas State University, and was a teaching fellow at the

University of North Texas, where he received a doctorate in Music Education. He recently
developed a course in creative leadership for Lee University in Cleveland, Tennessee. He is also active as a freelance
saxophonist in the Memphis area.

Manju Durairaj

Music Elementary/Lower Middle

Manju Durairaj was born and raised in India and studied in Pune, India. As a graduate student at
Middlesex University in London, she was involved in research projects on comparative pedagogical
practices of Indian (Carnatic) and Western music. Later, at VanderCook College of Music in Chicago,

she earned her second master’s degree as well as her K—12 teaching certification. Durairaj is
currently the lower school music teacher at the Latin School of Chicago. She is past president of the
Greater Chicago Orff Chapter and is a certified Orff-Schulwerk instructor and arts integration specialist. She also serves an
adjunct professor at VanderCook College of Music, Chicago, where she teaches curriculum and elementary methods courses.
She is a frequent clinician for state, national, and international conferences. She has been published in numerous publications,
including the Orff Echo, Reverberations, lllinois Music Educators Journal, General Music Today, and the Journal of the Council
for Research in Music Education.

Aaron P. Dworkin

Arts Leadership and Administration

Author, artist, and filmmaker Aaron Dworkin exemplifies commitment to action when it comes to
connecting people to the arts. He served on President Obama’s National Council on the Arts and on

President Biden’s arts policy committee. Dworkin served as dean of the University of Michigan’s

School of Music, Theatre, and Dance and is a tenured professor of arts leadership and

entrepreneurship. He is also a professor of entrepreneurship at the Stephen M. Ross School of

Business at the University of Michigan. He is the founder of the Sphinx Organization, an organization
with a continued legacy of changing lives through the transformative power of diversity in the arts. Dworkin also serves as the
host of Arts Engines, a weekly nationally broadcast show that represents a collaboration between several influential arts and
media organizations. He was named a MacArthur Fellow in 2005 and is a frequent keynote speaker at national conferences. He
continues his own artistic practice as a published author, a highly sought spoken word artist, and an award-winning filmmaker.

Scott Edgar

Arts Leadership and Administration

Scott Edgar is associate professor of music, music education chair, and director of bands at Lake
Forest College. He received degrees from the University of Michigan, the University of Dayton, and
Bowling Green State University. Prior to his work in higher education, he taught music to students
from kindergarten through twelfth grade in Ohio and Michigan. Edgar is the author of Music Education
and Social Emotional Learning: The Heart of Teaching Music and is an internationally sought-after

clinician on the topic. Additionally, he serves as director of practice and research for The Center for
Arts Education and Social Emotional Learning. In addition to clinics, he also teaches graduate courses on musical social
emotional learning at VanderCook College of Music. Edgar is a Music for All educational consultant, a Conn-Selmer educational
clinician, and VH1 Save the Music Foundation educational consultant.

Amanda Galbraith

Arts Leadership and Administration

Amanda Galbraith is an art educator with the Bartlett City Schools in Tennessee. In 2017-2018, she
was an educator fellow with the State Collaborative on Reforming Education, a Tennessee-based
nonprofit education research institution. Her students have consistently received recognition and
awards, and many have gone on to successfully pursue further studies in the arts. Galbraith has

served on the Tennessee Department of Education’s subject matter expert committee, two
standards revision committees, a textbook and instructional materials advisory panel, and numerous

curriculum development teams. She’s received the Tennessee Art Education Association’s West
Tennessee Art Educator of the Year award two times—in 2011 and 2013. In 2019 Galbraith was

named the Tennessee Art Education Association Art Educator of the Year. She is a frequent
presenter at local, state, and national conferences.

Rachel Hamilton
Theatre Elementary/Lower Middle

Rachel Hamilton holds a degree in theatre for youth from Arizona State University and a degree in
library science from Texas Woman's University. Currently, Hamilton works with Thinkery, a children’s
museum in Austin, Texas, as the associate director of programs. There, she creates and manages a
variety of STEAM-based programs for learners from birth to age eleven. Before moving to Texas, she

ran the theatre division at Metro Nashville Parks and Recreation and was the associate director of
education at Nashville Children’s Theatre. She is a recipient of the National Arts Strategies’ Creative
Communities Fellowship and was a member of the Metro Nashville Arts Commission’s Racial Equity in Arts Leadership cadre.
Her work focuses on community building, storytelling, and facilitating opportunities for students to use their innate creativity to
shape the world into a more vibrant and equitable place.

Wynita Harmon
Visual Art Elementary/Lower Middle

Wynita Harmon is an associate professor and instructional coach at the Art of Education University, an
organization committed to developing amazing art teachers by providing rigorous, relevant, and
engaging learning at every stage of their careers. Harmon holds a doctorate degree in educational
leadership from Dallas Baptist University. She taught in elementary Title | schools for fourteen years

and served as an art team lead teacher in a large Texas school district. As an advocate for choice-
based art education and student equity, Harmon has presented in various capacities on student
choice, equity, and cultural awareness. She actively seeks opportunities to support the arts and promote change within the field.
Recently, Harmon presented as part of a panel for the Columbia Museum of Art's webinar Doing the (Art)Work: Building an Anti-
racist Curriculum using the Arts.

Gary W. Hili

Music Upper Middle/Secondary

Gary Hill is a professor of music and the director of bands emeritus at Arizona State University. He
taught at Arizona State from 1999 to 2019 and is one of the most sought-after guest conductors and
clinicians in the instrumental music education field. As a conductor, he has made appearances in
more than a dozen countries and throughout the United States, including performances with myriad
honor bands, numerous college and university wind bands and orchestras, and many professional ensembles. He has also
been a conductor at the Midwest International Band and Orchestra Clinic and at conferences of the World Association of
Symphonic Bands and Ensembles. As a clinician, Hill has presented hundreds of workshops on conducting and rehearsal
technique for music teachers of all levels and has worked with thousands of bands and orchestras and their teachers. Hill is
currently a Conn-Selmer educational clinician.

Victor Johnson
Music Upper Middle/Secondary

Victor Johnson, a native of Dallas, Texas, is the school choral editor for the educational publishing
division of Choristers Guild. A prolific composer and arranger, he has more than 350 choral works,
vocal solo books, and keyboard collections currently in print. Previously, he was a choral director at

the Fort Worth Academy of Fine Arts. During his time there, he directed the Academy Singers, the
Academy Men’s Choir, and was artistic director of the Singing Girls of Texas and Children’s Choir of
Texas. Johnson is in demand as a guest conductor, adjudicator, and clinician for music educators and students throughout the
United States. His choirs have performed at the Texas Music Educators Association Convention as well as the American Choral
Directors Association Southwest Division conference. His professional affiliations include the American Choral Directors
Association, the National Association for Music Education, and the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers
(commonly known as “ASCAP?”).

Margaret Laurena Kemp
Theatre Upper Middle/Secondary

Margaret Laurena Kemp is an actor, multi-disciplinary performing artist, writer, and teaching artist. She
is an associate professor of theatre and dance at the University of California, Davis, and has been a
guest artist at several institutions both in this country and abroad. Her research explores authorship

and spatial politics through performance. As a solo actor, Kemp has toured her work in Australia,
South Africa, and the United States. She has won worldwide praise for her starring role in the film
Children of God. Her visual work has been shown in solo and group shows in the United States and the Bahamas. In 2019,
Kemp was awarded a Lucas Art Residency at the Montalvo Arts Center; and in 2017, she received a Headlands Residency.
She is also a recipient of the Michael Chekhov Artist Scholar Award and the 2019 Voice and Speech Trainers Association
Featured Artist Award. Her production of The Bluest Eye was recently honored with multiple Kennedy Center American College
Theatre Festival Awards. Kemp is a faculty member of the Michael Chekhov Association and a designated Fitzmaurice
Voicework Lead Teacher.

Ashley McKee

Visual Art Elementary/Lower Middle

Ashley McKee is currently teaching kindergarten through sixth grade art in Westfield, Pennsylvania.
She actively advocates for the arts in her rural community, uses local resources, celebrates what
makes the area special, and maximizes student experiences on a shoestring budget. She encourages

her students to explore, make mistakes, and try new things. The primary goal of her work in the
classroom is to develop creative problem solvers who can communicate effectively. McKee recently
presented for the virtual art conference A Call to Art, hosted by Art Class Curator, in which she shared
ways to make art with what is available in remote areas and when supplies are limited. She has also been a presenting artist for
Pentel of America. In this role, she focuses on thanking her community through her illustrations.

Leslie Pearson
Visual Art Upper Middle/Secondary

Leslie Pearson is a multimedia artist who uses diverse fiber-based materials, processes, and
techniques to create sculptures, installations, encaustic paintings, and handmade books in which she
explores themes of memory and identity. She pursues art as a studio artist, community arts advocate,

and educator. She earned her first degree in fine art from Southeast Missouri State University. She

earned a master’s degree in Museum Studies at Newcastle University in England and completed an
internship at the Northern Gallery for Contemporary Art in Sunderland. In 2011, she earned a degree
in Textile Design at East Carolina University’s School of Art and Design in Greenville, North Carolina. She has taught at various
colleges and universities and currently serves on the board of trustees at the Arts Council of Fayetteville. Pearson exhibits her
work nationally and internationally.

Rob RoznowskKi
Theatre Upper Middle/Secondary

Rob Roznowski is an award-winning actor, author, director, educator, and playwright. He is a professor
at Michigan State University, where he serves as the head of acting and directing in the Department of
Theatre. His publications include the books The Introverted Actor, Roadblocks in Acting, Inner

Monologue in Acting, and Collaboration in Theatre; numerous plays, and more. He worked as the
national outreach and education coordinator for the Actors’ Equity Association and has appeared
extensively throughout the United States as an actor and director in New York and Los Angeles, and regionally, at Goodspeed
Musicals, Long Wharf Theatre, and the Pittsburgh Public Theatre. He was part of the original cast of / Love You, You're Perfect,
Now Change and can be heard on the show’s recording. He has directed internationally in Colombia, Dubai, and Greece, where
he was a Fulbright Fellow. Among his many awards are the Mid-Michigan Alumni Award for Excellence in Undergraduate
Teaching and the Michigan Professor of the Year Award from the President’'s Council State Universities of Michigan.

Julie Cohen Theobald

Arts Leadership and Administration

Julie Cohen Theobald is the president of the Educational Theatre Foundation and executive director
of the Educational Theatre Association (EdTA), which is the home of the International Thespian

Society. At EATA, Theobald serves more than five thousand theatre educators and one hundred
thousand student members of the International Thespian Society. Since taking the helm in 2011, she

has doubled the size of the organization and forged key partnerships with the theatre and

entertainment industry. Theobald has a lifelong involvement in theatre and more than twenty-five
years of business, marketing, and management experience. In her career at Procter & Gamble, she launched the Febreze
brand, served as brand manager of Tide detergent, and grew sales during the strongest period of growth in the company’s
history. Theobald is active in Cincinnati community theatre as an actor, director, and producer.

Natasha Thurmon

Music Elementary/Lower Middle

Natasha Thurmon teaches Kindergarten through fifth grade general music, choir, strings, recorder,
and Orff ensemble at Boldt Elementary 