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WELCOME FROM THE GOVERNOR
Dear Friends:

On behalf of the great State of Tennessee, it is my honor to welcome you to the 2008 
Tennessee Arts Academy.  Arts education is critical to developing a well-rounded student 
and sometimes essential to keeping a student focused while in school.

I am encouraged that so many teachers are eager to better 
hone their skills in order to bring the exciting world of the 
arts to future generations.  Through the Tennessee Arts 
Academy’s seminars, clinics and performances, you will 
enrich your own skills and return the investment through 
your students.

I thank you for your dedication to our students and to their 
arts education.

Warmest regards,

Phil Bredesen

FROM BELMONT UNIVERSITY
It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to Belmont University.  We are honored to 
host the Tennessee Arts Academy on our campus and I trust that our facilities will 
provide for enriching learning experiences for each of you.

The Tennessee Arts Academy is an excellent venue for teachers of the arts to share the best 
practices and receive instruction from gifted faculty within a collegial community.  I am 

confident that your students’ learning will be enhanced by the 
valuable techniques that you obtain as a participant.  Again, thank 
you for allowing Belmont to host the Arts Academy.

Sincerely,

Robert C. Fisher
President
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF ARTS EDUCATION
I am delighted that you have chosen to attend this year’s Academy.  It remains the very best 
professional development the Tennessee Department of Education can provide for arts 
educators.  We are grateful that we have been able to continue to provide funding and 
leadership in professional development for our teachers and administrators.  

Enjoy the time you have with clinicians and other teachers.  This is a wonderful networking 
opportunity for you.  You will find that you are not alone in facing the issues that confront you 
every year.

As you enjoy this week of learning and renewal (renewal is also essential), remember that you 
are very important in the lives of your students.  Students learn in many different ways and 
the arts address most of those.  The arts also include problem solving skills, cooperative 

learning and critical thinking skills.  These are skills that are now considered 
essential for today’s workplace.  You are the reason some students are 
successful in school and in their lives.

So welcome to the Academy.  Have a wonderful week!

Jeanette Crosswhite, Ph.D.
Director of Arts Education
Tennessee Department of Education

FROM THE TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Welcome to the 2008 Tennessee Arts Academy!  The Department of Education, as well as 
Governor Bredesen, has a strong commitment to arts education in Tennessee schools and that 
commitment is demonstrated by the continuing allocation of state funding for the TN Arts 
Academy.

In addition to helping students develop critical thinking and superior cognitive skills, arts 
education is a powerful motivator for some students to stay in school.  Arts education is an 
important part of a comprehensive curriculum and is essential in the development of 
well-rounded students, adults, and communities.

The Tennessee Arts Academy represents the highest reflection of the State’s commitment and 
support, and your participation in the Academy will assist in making arts education an integral 
part of the curriculum.  Taking part in this program will enable you to create lasting 
friendships, benefit from the knowledge and ideas of others, and renew your enthusiasm for 
teaching.

For years to come your participation will affect your teaching and the lives of the many young 
people with whom you come in contact.  Thank you for your participation and for your 

commitment to enriching your own skills.  I especially appreciate all you 
do on a daily basis to make a difference for your students and, 
ultimately, a difference in Tennessee.

Timothy K. Webb, Ed.D.
Commissioner
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y ANN AYERS is a National Board Certified Teacher and has been an annual presenter at the 

National Art Education Conventions, Florida Art Education Conventions, and Florida 
Educational Technology Conferences since 1990.  She is co-author of Sculptural 
Bookmaking, an art education resource book published by Davis Publications.

JANET BARRETT is an Associate Professor at Northwestern University School of Music.  
She is a co-author of Sound Ways of Knowing: Music in the Interdisciplinary Curriculum, 
and Looking In On Music Teaching.  She has served as an interdisciplinary curriculum 
consultant for the American Composers Forum, the Ravinia Festival, and the Arts-Infused 
Teaching and Learning Institute.  She has presented at MENC, AOSA, ISME, and at numerous 
colleges and universities on teaching music in relation to art, poetry, history, and social studies.  
She has recently published a study of music teachers’ knowledge of subjects across the 
curriculum.

JEFFREY BUSH is Associate Director of the School of Music at Arizona State University.  
Prior to his administrative appointment, he was Associate Professor of Music Education at ASU, 
teaching both undergraduate and graduate courses.  His interests include middle/high school 
general music, music education curriculum, and professional development for teachers.  Also 
well known as a percussionist, Dr. Bush performed regularly with professional orchestras and 
touring musicals throughout western Canada and continues to free-lance in the Phoenix area.

MICHAEL CHANDLER is a resident of Dallas and is teaching his ninth year as the 
classroom music specialist at Parkway Elementary in Lewisville, Texas, where he was selected 
as Teacher of the Year in 2000.  He is completing a Master of Arts degree in Music Education 
with an emphasis in Orff Schulwerk at the University of St. Thomas in Minnesota and has also 
obtained a Master of Music degree in piano performance from the University of Arkansas in 
Fayetteville.  At Parkway Elementary, he directs the Parkway “Panther” Choir and the fifth grade 
instrumental and movement ensemble, Schulspiel.  Mr. Chandler is currently serving on the 
National Board of Trustees for the American Orff-Schulwerk Association (AOSA).  He teaches 
as part of the faculty for the Orff Schulwerk teacher training courses at Southern Methodist 
University in Dallas and the University of St. Thomas in Minnesota.

ROBERT COLBY is Associate Professor of Performing Arts at Emerson College and 
Director of Theatre Education.  He oversees the theatre teacher licensing program and teaches 
courses in drama education and theatre for young audiences.  His drama workshops have 
been featured at several conferences of the American Alliance for Theatre and Education and 
as part of the Kijimuna International Festival for Young Audiences in Okinawa in 2007.  His 
productions for young audiences have toured throughout the New England area, including 
such recent titles as The Shakespeare Stealer, Sideways Stories from Wayside School, and 
The Witch of Blackbird Pond.

VIRGINIA DERRYBERRY is Professor of Painting and Drawing at the University of 
North Carolina at Asheville and has been an actively producing and exhibiting artist/teacher for 
over 20 years.  Highlights of her accomplishments include over 40 solo exhibitions and a 2004 
artist residency in Auvillar, France.  Her paintings are in the public collections of the Carnegie 
Museum of Art, The Museum of Contemporary Art of Georgia, Hartsfield Atlanta International 
Airport, the Morris Museum, and The Asheville Art Museum among others.
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KEVIN FENTON is Associate Professor of Choral Conducting and Ensembles at Florida 
State University, conducts the University Singers and teaches courses in choral literature and 
conducting.  He has conducted ensembles in performances for conventions of the American 
Choral Directors Association and the Music Educator’s National Conference.  As a result of his 
positive approach to rehearsals, Dr. Fenton has served as a clinician for numerous workshops, 
honor choirs and clinics in 26 states throughout the country.  He has been nominated for a 
University Teaching Award for the past six years at Florida State University.

JOEL FINK is Associate Dean of Chicago College of Performing Arts at Roosevelt University, 
where he has served as the Director of The Theatre Conservatory for the past 12 years.  For 14 
years he served as casting director and artistic associate for the Colorado Shakespeare Festival.  
Currently, Dr. Fink also works at Chicago Shakespeare Theatre as the company physical coach.  
He has directed and acted in numerous productions at theatres across the country.  This past 
fall, he directed the Chicago production of  An Unkindness of Ravens, which he also wrote, 
adapting it from works of Edgar Allen Poe.  He has published other plays, numerous reviews, 
and articles.

DAVID GAMBLE is a working artist with a studio in Plainfield, Indiana.  He has 
conducted hundreds of workshops in the United States and Canada and has been a frequent 
instructor at arts and crafts schools such as Arrowmont, Mendocino and Penland.  Mr. Gamble 
has helped organize and/or participated in five ceramic symposiums in Eastern Europe.  He 
has been featured in books and publications such as Image Transfer on Clay (Wandless) and 
Ceramics: a Potters Handbook (Nelson/Burkett).  Mr. Gamble thinks of his current ceramic 
work more as paintings that happen to be on clay with glazes used like paint.

GARY GREEN is Professor of Music and Director of Bands in the Frost School of Music at 
the University of Miami.  In addition to supervising all band activities at UM, he is the 
conductor of the Frost Wind Ensemble and Chairman of Instrumental Performance.  Mr. Green 
served as Director of Bands at the University of Connecticut in Storrs, Connecticut, where he 
was influential in commissioning and recording new works for winds and percussion including 
Symphony No. 3 by David Maslanka and A Cornfield in July and The River by William Penn.  
Mr. Green is an active conductor and clinician.

CECILE JOHNSON is the K-5 music specialist at Woodrow Wilson Elementary School in 
Denton, Texas.  A nationally recognized specialist in the Kodaly approach to music education, 
she is also the founder and director of the school’s All-Star Choir which has been designated a 
Texas TMEA Elementary Honor Choir twice performing at the state TMEA Convention.  Since 
1990 the choir has commissioned and premiered more than 30 works for treble choir.  Mrs. 
Johnson currently serves on the national board of the Organization of American Kodaly 
Educators (OAKE) and teaches pedagogy and conducting courses in the UNT/Plano ISD Kodaly 
teacher-training program in addition to folk music and musicianship courses for the Greater 
Houston Kodaly Teacher Institute.
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y ELANA LAGERQUIST is a teacher and teaching artist in San Francisco.  She received 

her multiple-subjects teaching credentials with Cross-cultural, Language and Academic 
Development emphasis through San Francisco State’s Muir Alternative Teacher Education 
program in 1997.  Lagerquist is a tenured teacher with the San Francisco Unified School 
District.  She is co-founder and executive director of StageWrite: Building Literacy through 
Theatre, an arts education organization that empowers youth to become actively engaged in 
their education and passionate about learning through theatre arts.

JUDY LANGILLE graduated from SUNY at New Paltz with a B.S. in Art Education and 
continued on to get her Masters degree at Queens College while teaching art to elementary 
school children.  When she was raising her children she began to study traditional quilt 
making and later taught it to adults.  She left full time teaching to concentrate more intensely 
on her evolving interest in contemporary fiber arts.  Today she lives in New Jersey, where she 
works extensively with fabric dying and printing, using thermofax and silkscreen techniques.  
Her work has been juried into many national and regional shows, including Quilt National 
Visions in 2003 and 2007, Visions.

LIBBY MARCUS is a theatre educator and puppet/mask designer who has taught drama, 
puppetry and mask-making to all ages from Kindergarten to adult.  Her 25 years of experience 
includes teacher training workshops in Maine, Cambridge and Boston; numerous residencies 
in Maine and Massachusetts; and design and implementation of the first Theatre Arts 
curriculum in the 350 year history of The Boston Latin School.  Libby’s puppets and masks 
have been used by Boston’s Award Winning Beau Jest Moving Theatre.  She has directed shows 
for Emerson College, The Beau Jest Moving Theatre and The New Ehrlich Theatre in Boston.

TAWNYA PETTIFORD-WATES is a playwright, director, actor, poet, writer and 
teacher.  Besides her many film, television and commercial credits, Dr. Pettiford-Wates has 
appeared with the Broadway company and in both national and international touring 
companies of For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide / When The Rainbow is Enuf.  
She is the artistic director and conceptualist for the Conciliation Project, a non-profit theatre 
organization devoted to open and honest dialogue about racism.  Dr. Pettiford-Wates has 
enjoyed being a scholar in residence at numerous colleges and universities around the United 
States as well as in Sub-Saharan Africa and West Africa.  In 2004 she joined the faculty of 
Virginia Commonwealth University Theatre Department as Head of Performance.

DAVIS ROBINSON is head of the theatre program at Bowdoin College, and former head 
of actor training at Emerson College in Boston.  His book, The Physical Comedy Handbook, 
was published by Heineman Press in 1999.  He is also artistic director of the Beau Jest Moving 
Theatre, an award-winning ensemble that has appeared at numerous festivals and theatres, 
including several appearances Off-Broadway and at the Piccolo Spoleto Theatre Festival.  He 
has appeared in numerous films and commercials, and has taught and toured nationwide, with 
master classes each summer at the Celebration Barn Theatre in Maine.

workshops
ELEMENTARY/ LOWER MIDDLE SCHOOL

musicmusicmusic Participants will attend classes every day with the core instructors
in their area listed below:

Meaningful Musical Connections: Interdisciplinary Connections and the Comprehensive Music Curriculum
Instructor: Janet Barrett
How could one familiar song lead meaningfully to history, culture, art, literature, and more?  A model for starting with 
musical works will be introduced and illustrated with a new look at a classic favorite.  Learn how music teachers can 
support and foster reading skills while supporting and fostering music learning.  Experience ways to design strong lessons 
using poems, paintings, and musical works.  Examine famous examples of inspired connections, and play with children’s 
literature and jazz with a dash of concrete poetry and a dollop of musical puzzle.

Effective and Efficient Teaching in the Elementary Music Classroom
Instructor: Michael Chandler
In this series of sessions, participants will explore ways to encourage student creativity and improvisation in the music 
classroom using the process of Orff Schulwerk.  Experience how to use materials from the music curricula of various 
grade levels to plan performances for parents and administrators that advocate your music program and maximize 
instructional time.  Learn how to also integrate the soprano recorder into lessons in ways that don’t place other skills and 
concepts on hold.  Sing, say, dance, and play your way to effective lesson design that empowers and motivates students.

Sing and Play the Kodaly Way
Instructor: Cecile Johnson
Sessions will focus on building a sequential program of singing games, greeting songs, passing games, play parties and 
movement activities that promote in-tune singing, cooperative play and independent musical literacy according to the 
Kodaly philosophy and methodology.  Find authentic song material that will create solo singing opportunities and use 
children’s literature to enhance and extend your lessons.  Learn how to sequence and teach singing games for student 
success and teacher sanity.

UPPER MIDDLE / HIGH SCHOOL
Historical Responsibility in Band Repertoire Development
Instructor: Gary Green
Gary Green will survey the history and development of wind and percussion instruments and the evolution of the orchestra 
and its repertoire.  These sessions will explore the role the teacher plays to responsibly choose a repertoire that 
champions the cause of music in the public school and beyond.  Gary will share significant rehearsal techniques with 
participants that answer questions raised by class discussions.  Participants are encouraged to bring scores that they 
desire to study together, as well as recordings or appropriate DVDs of material that they would care to discuss.

A Positive Approach to the Choral Rehearsal
Instructor: Kevin Fenton
During this interactive workshop, participants will gain a thorough understanding of the musical score, proactive teaching 
strategies, and a gestural language that is concise, clear and expressive.  Attention will be given to developing a healthy 
and supportive rehearsal atmosphere as well as nine proven techniques for developing expressive and meaningful 
performances.

World Music and Beyond: Creative Activities for Your Classroom
Instructor: Jeff Bush
Most of us feel we cannot explore world music because we lack the equipment and resources.  The focus of these 
sessions is to not only prove this statement wrong, but provide a host of ideas and activities that are fun (oh, and 
educational too!).  Each will serve as a starting point for potential exploration in both world cultures and integration of 
numerous musical elements.  Many of these activities work equally well with band, string, choral and general music 
students.  Based on a percussion ensemble model, they are adaptable to classroom learning and performance 
experiences.  Most allow for the integration of most of the national standards – particularly the difficult ones to teach 
(such as composition, multi-ethnic experiences, arranging, etc.).  And did we mention that they’re also fun?
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ELEMENTARY/ LOWER MIDDLE SCHOOL

Participants will attend one class every day with each
of the core instructors in their area listed below:

Drama Structures for Today’s Schools
Instructor: Robert Colby
This session will provide a practical exploration of contemporary drama education practice, including how to plan and 
implement story drama and process drama.  A range of source material, games, exercises, approaches and structures will 
be offered and can be used with a variety of ages in classrooms and other settings.

Literacy in Action: Integrating Theatre & Language Arts
Instructor: Elana Lagerquist
Elana Lagerquist leads an interactive workshop filled with creative activities teachers can use to put some fun into the 
language arts curriculum.  Through practical, hands-on activities, participants will learn to integrate dramatic games into 
the literacy program with a focus on oral language development, word work, reading comprehension, and writing.

Performing Objects and Table Top Theatre: Puppetry for Small Spaces, Small Budgets and Small People
Instructor: Libby Marcus
Puppets!  Toy Theatre!  Object Theatre!  What do these things have in common?  They are all easy, engaging, transferable 
modes of playmaking that require limited space, minimal resources and will liven up the learning in any classroom.  This 
hands-on workshop offers participants practical techniques and activities for creating object, puppet and toy theatre with 
elementary age students.  Participants will work in pairs and small groups to create short performances that they will 
share with the class.

UPPER MIDDLE / HIGH SCHOOL
Shakespeare Without Fear – A User’s Guide to Shakespeare
Instructor: Joel Fink
Moving from page to stage, Joel Fink takes participants on an exploration of Shakespearean texts.  The workshop will 
focus on practical classroom exercises designed to assist teachers in exploring the essential components of Shakespeare’s 
plays in the context of the challenges they present for modern actors.

The Core of the Actor: Emotional Mapping and Emotional Location
Instructor: Tawnya Pettiford-Wates
As a musician plays the flute or violin, so too does an actor have an instrument to play.  This workshop will give 
participants some practical ways to find the essence of their emotions through emotional location and mapping exercises.  
This technique explores the pycho/physical way to connect to the core emotional content within the acting instrument.

Plays, Players, and Playing
Instructor: Davis Robinson
This hands-on session offers participants an introduction to physical theatre techniques, from slapstick comedy and stage 
combat to solo improvisations and dynamic ensemble exercises.  The workshop will provide a number of useful tools for 
bringing plays to life and keeping actors honest by rediscovering and fine-tuning the essential games played in every 
script, whether comic or dramatic.

ttheatretheatre
workshops

ELEMENTARY/ LOWER MIDDLE SCHOOL

Participants will attend two two-day classes in their area with the instructors listed below:

Drawing, Painting, and Creating in Clay
Instructors: David L. and Tracy P. Gamble
This clay workshop is a hands-on glaze investigation of low-fire glazes and underglazes.  Both majolica and underglazes 
will be used for experimentation on wet clay and bisque tiles.  Tiles glazed during workshop, using a multitude of 
techniques and glazes, will be fired as examples for individual and classroom use.  We will also work with wet clay making 
sushi plates from texture and hump molds.  Bring your glaze brushes, ceramic tools, and your good sense of humor.

Flaps, Folds, and Fantastic Paper – Elementary Sculptural Bookmaking!
Instructor: Anne Ayers
Start by scraping chalk, combing paste, and blowing bubbles, add some cutting, gluing and folding, and end up with two 
fantastic sculptural books!  This workshop will engage all elementary levels in the art of sculptural bookmaking as we 
create a Flag Book and an Accordion Book – books that can easily be adapted for your classroom.  We will explore 
different paper decorating methods and then use the paper in the creation of easy and exciting pieces of art in book form.  
Learn how pop-ups, pop-downs, flaps, and folds can turn great 2-D decorated paper into awesome 3-D books!

UPPER MIDDLE / HIGH SCHOOL
Life Drawing: Extending the Tradition
Instructor: Virginia Derryberry
Working from a live model, participants will initially produce quick, gestural drawings as a way to understand the figure in 
space.  Following these “warm-up” exercise drawings, participants will develop a series of more complex drawings that 
will emphasize compositional innovation.  Demonstrations and critiques in progress will balance the drawing sessions.  
Overall goals will be to stimulate new “ways of seeing” and to discover greater authority and confidence in drawing.

Torn Paper and Textures
Instructor: Judy Langille
Create an original fabric design on one piece of fabric while learning two simple printmaking processes.  Participants will 
spend the first day creating silkscreens from black and white photo copies and a thermofax machine.  Textures, text and 
photos are some of the inspirations that can be the basis of designs.  A variety of papers, both torn and carefully cut will 
be the stencil used in creating compositions.  Complex designs will be achieved through the multi layering of areas with 
thickened dyes and the addition of our new thermofax screens.  The results will be spontaneous and exciting.

Judith Williams and Nancy Cason serve as facilitators for the administration component of the Tennessee Arts Academy.  Highly 
respected arts administrators, Ms. Williams and Dr. Cason will offer their own unique perspectives and insights on arts 
administration.  They will share with the participants strategies and techniques to help maximize the benefits of arts programs in 
the K-12 school setting.  Administrators will also participate in a number of sessions on areas specific to their own needs 
including current trends and issues.  Special guests are often invited to address the group on particular educational issues and 
off-site visits to area arts institutions are typically scheduled as part of the regular curriculum.  In addition, administrators attend 
sessions in music, theatre, and visual art to enhance their knowledge and understanding of the role of each of these areas in the 
total education of a student.  Administrators also receive specialized instruction with several of the discipline-specific faculty 
members as well as one-on-one sessions with the daily musings speaker.  Please refer to the other content areas for further 
information about faculty and sessions offered.

vvisual artsrtsvisual arts

administstratorsadministrators
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INTERLUDES
Every afternoon from 2:25 PM until 3:10 PM there will be a series of 45 minute sessions called Interludes.  Each content
area will offer several sessions open to any participant throughout the Academy.  This is an opportunity to cross disciplines.
All participants will attend an Interlude session during this 45 minute period each day.

Monday and Wednesday Sessions

The following Interlude sessions are available to all Academy participants and will be offered on both Monday and
Wednesday afternoon from 2:25 PM to 3:10 PM unless otherwise indicated.

Ann Ayers • WOW’em!
From Monster Mash, Mad-Hatter’s Tea Party, Pinwheels for Peace and  Lawn Painting to Funky Fashions, Thinking Caps, Cow Parades,
and Artist Feats, all levels from beginner to expert will discover something to be used with students.  Ann has spent years trolling the
Internet, seeking and searching and bookmarking!  You’ll see her favorite sites, favorite programs, and favorite technology tools.
Technology takes on a whole new meaning and a whole new “Buzz”!

Janet Barrett • Bach and the Beetles: A Contrapuntal Interlude with Movement, Music and Poetry
Come prepared to move, perform, and listen as we experience the rich connections between a Newberry Award winning poet’s work and
Johann Sebastian Bach.

Jeff Bush • It’s Carnival Time!
Come join the parade! This hands-on session for everyone (no musical experience necessary) is an exercise based on a form of Brazilian
percussion music called Batucada, particularly popular during Carnival in Rio de Janeiro. Through a variety of exercises, participants will
not only discover one form of Brazilian music, but also experience creativity, elements of music and numerous educational concepts.
You’ll learn a little about the culture and get an opportunity to march around in our own little Carnival!

Michael Chandler • Strategies for Developing Part-Singing in the Elementary Choir
Come experience two joyful choral selections that each represent a different way to facilitate beginning part-singing while reinforcing
music skills and concepts with the elementary choir.

Robert Colby • “A Mother’s Heart”: Adapting a Text for Theatrical Performance
Working with characters and a theme that have appeared in short stories, poems, and ballads all over the world and across several
centuries, participants will adapt the text as a play and perform several versions of it, all in 45 minutes!

Virginia Derryberry • Second Nature & Alchemical Narratives
Virginia Derryberry will present slides of recent narrative paintings from both her “Second Nature” series and “Alchemical Narratives” series.

Joel G. Fink • Truly Humour-ous Characters
Joel G. Fink will explore the use of the four humours in the creation of characters. The theory of the humours as the basis for personality-
types dates back to at least the 2nd century A.D. Even today, however, it is a useful tool for analyzing and creating characters on-stage.

David Gamble • Painting and Ceramics
David Gamble will show images of his work and some European symposiums in which he participated over the past several years.
(Monday Only)

Gary Green • Music Connections
Gary Green will be in his classroom to answer specific questions about his sessions and to provide one-on-one time with any participant
who may desire additional information about music-related issues or arts education concerns.

Daryle Grenead • New Art Teacher Discussion
Daryle Grenead will meet with new art teachers for an informative and casual session to discuss great classroom tips, organizational
ideas, and ways to create meaningful and successful lessons for the art curriculum.  (Monday Only)

Cecile Johnson • Sing a Story – Read a Song
Learn to use children’s literature books with music connections to enhance and extend your lessons in a meaningful and purposeful way.

Elana Lagerquist • Building Character: Finding the Drama within the Language Arts
Elana Lagerquist will facilitate an interactive literacy through theatre lesson that explores the integration of the performing arts and the
language arts curricula. By using the theatre techniques of tableaux and improvisation, participants will create characters to playfully
develop oral language and writing skills.

Judy Langille • Art Created from One Piece of Cloth
Judy Langille will present “Art Created from One Piece of Cloth,” a power point slide show that includes work of artists from all over the
world. Each piece Judy displays is created using a variety of surface design techniques, but all interestingly use only one piece of fabric to
begin the work.

Libby Marcus • Liz Lerman’s Critical Response Method: A Useful Process for Responding to Student Work
Libby will take participants through this step-by-step group process for responding to artistic work that is supportive of student-artists
and wonderful for developing the critical eye in young audiences. (Monday Only)

Libby Marcus • Sure Fire Warm-ups & Icebreakers: Activities for Building a Safe Space to Create
Libby Marcus will guide participants through a series of her favorite tried and true theater games that develop confidence, trust and good
feelings in any group setting. (Wednesday Only)

Christopher Norton and Sympatico
You Can Do It, We Can Help: Practical Percussion Tips for the Instrumental Music Director
This lecture-demonstration gives real, relevant, immediately applicable information and resources for directing the percussionists in your
instrumental music program. (Monday Only)

Tawnya Pettiford-Wates • Impulse: Connecting through Sound, Movement & Gesture
It is only through letting go that we can truly get "in-touch" with our impulse. It is impulse wherein lies our artistic genius. Participants will
explore some simple and fun exercises that demonstrate the power and magic of transition as it connects to impulse, as well as learning how
we get in our own way by controlling or blocking our creative impulse.

David Pruett • A Middle Eastern Primer: Musical Approaches to Teaching Culture
In this session Dr. David Pruett explores the Middle Eastern cultural soundscape by examining its musical traditions. Specifically, he will
address Middle Eastern rhythm and instrumentation as well as music’s role in religious expression.  (Wednesday Only)

Davis Robinson • Music for a Change
Davis Robinson explores some fun ways to use music in the classroom or rehearsal hall to recharge the batteries, break up tensions, and
get new ideas percolating. Use of recorded music as well as simple rhythmic and vocal exercises will be introduced.

Steve Spiegel • Rights, Royalties and Regulations for Licensing and Producing Musicals
Steve Spiegel, President and CEO of Theatrical Rights Worldwide will review a broad range of business-related topics that teachers confront when
mounting a school musical production.  Areas to be discussed will include applying for and securing performance rights, license agreement
terms and conditions, royalty fees, performance materials, restrictions, changes and copyright rules affecting your show. (Monday Only)

Tuesday and Thursday Sessions

The following Interlude sessions are available to all Academy participants and will be offered on both Tuesday and Thursday
afternoon from 2:25 PM to 3:10 PM unless otherwise indicated.

Charles Brindley • Defining Yourself Through Creative Experience and Process
Artist Charles Brindley will discuss fundamentals of the creative process, including the relationship between the conscious and
subconscious mind. He will explore the relationship to genuine creativity and the dynamics involved of bringing into being one's vision
and dreams. (Tuesday Only)

Tina Crawford • Theatre Curriculum Caring and Sharing • Kindergarten through 6th Grade
Elementary and lower middle school participants are encouraged to share their favorite classroom activities, teaching tips and theatre
lesson plans with other teachers from across the state. Theatre facilitator Tina Crawford will lead the session. (Thursday Only)

Kevin Fenton • Academy Chorale
Please come and join with other participants as the Academy Chorale prepares a program of music to be performed at the Academy
luncheon on Friday. The Academy Chorale is under the direction of Dr. Kevin Fenton, secondary choral music faculty. Love of singing is the
only prerequisite for this Interlude. Participants from any area of the Academy are welcome!

Sylvia Hyman • Sylvia Hyman: Eternal Wonder Screening
Join TAA muser Sylvia Hyman for a special screening of a 30 minute film that explores her life and artistry. The film was created for the
recent trompe l'oeil exhibition of Ms. Hyman's work this past year at the Frist Center for the Visual Arts. Ms. Hyman will follow the film
with a brief question & answer session. (Thursday Only)

Pollyanna Parker • Theatre Curriculum Caring and Sharing • 7th through 12th Grade
Upper middle school and high school participants are encouraged to share their favorite classroom activities, teaching tips and theatre
lesson plans with other teachers from across the state. Theatre facilitator Pollyanna Parker will lead the session. (Thursday Only)

Theatre Faculty • Theatre Connections
All theatre faculty members will be in their classrooms to answer specific questions about their sessions and to provide one-on-one time
with any participant who may desire additional information about theatre-related issues or arts education concerns. 

Visual Art Faculty • Visual Art Studio Connections
Visual art participants may choose this time to continue work in the studio, dialogue with their instructors and network with fellow
teachers about art-related issues and arts education concerns.
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Musings is the name given to a time in the Academy day when all participants assemble to think about the role of the arts in
education and in life.  Each day an individual whose life is significantly involved with the arts acts as muse and leads the group in
examining the richness and depth the arts add to the lives of all people.  Musings is a time of thoughtful inspiration and
introspection built into the heart of the busy Academy schedule.

MONDAY, JULY 14, 2008
Maggi Vaughn

Tennessee Poet Laureate Margaret Britton Vaughn lives in Bell Buckle, Tennessee.  She has been
commissioned to write poems for the Tennessee Bicentennial, and the inauguration of Tennessee Governors
Don Sundquist and Phil Bredesen.  She is a sought-after speaker who reads her poetry at literary festivals,
civic gatherings, conventions, academic conferences, churches, libraries, schools, and universities.  Also a
playwright and a songwriter, Vaughn has written and staged several plays, and has co-written with Andy
Landis a full-length musical about the life of Minnie Pearl.  Her songs have been recorded by Loretta Lynn,
Conway Twitty, Ernest Tubb, and others.  In 2004, Shiny Penny Productions released Vaughn’s only CD,
Southern Voice, featuring recitations from the 1960s and 1970s.  Described as a poet of the people, Vaughn
says that although the position of poet laureate is not a paid one, “I consider it a treasure to hold.”

TUESDAY, JULY 15, 2008
Robert Sylwester

Robert Sylwester is an Emeritus Professor of Education at the University of Oregon who focuses on the
educational implications of new developments in science and technology.  He has written 20 books and
curricular programs and more than 200 journal articles.  His most recent books are The Adolescent Brain:
Reaching for Autonomy (2007, Corwin Press) and How to Explain a Brain: An Educator’s Handbook on Brain
Terms and Cognitive Processes (2005, Corwin Press).  He has made more than 1,500 conference and in-
service presentations on educationally significant developments in brain/stress theory and research.  The
Education Press Association of America has given him two Distinguished Achievement Awards for his
syntheses of cognitive science research, published in Educational Leadership.  He writes a monthly column
for the Internet journal, Brain Connection (www.brainconnection.com).

WEDNESDAY, JULY 16, 2008
Henry Krieger

Henry Krieger is the Grammy Award winning and Tony/Oscar nominated New York based composer of the
Broadway musicals Dreamgirls, The Tap Dance Kid and Side Show. His latest production, Up In The Air,
opened to enthusiastic reviews at the John F. Kennedy Center in February, 2008.  Krieger’s musical education
began while listening to the strains of Chopin and Liszt flowing from his parents’ phonograph.  As a young
adult, he accompanied his parents to Broadway musicals, where the show-stopping production numbers
made an indelible impression that would help to shape his life’s work.  He began composing Off-Off Broadway
in his early twenties and soon achieved fame for his groundbreaking score for Dreamgirls. In 2004 his
production of Lucky Duck, a farcical adaptation of “The Ugly Duckling,” premiered at the Old Globe Theatre in
San Diego.  Upcoming projects for 2008 and 2009 include new conceptions of Dreamgirls (Director, Bobby
Longbottom) and Side Show (Director, Bill Condon).  Other upcoming projects include Romatic Poetry with
playwright-director, John Patrick Shanley and The Flamingo Kid directed by Michael Mayer.

THURSDAY, JULY 17, 2008
Sylvia Hyman

Sylvia Hyman is a world renowned Nashville artist.  During her six years of art studies, 20 years of teaching
art, 40 years of studio production, and ninety years of living, she has received numerous grants, fellowships
and honors, including a Lifetime Achievement Award from the National Museum for Women in Art,
Washington, D.C.  Hyman is a virtuoso with clay, creating amazing sculpture in the genre known as super-
realism or trompe l’oeill (fool the eye).  Her clay sculptures are so lifelike they not only fool your eye, but also
fool your mind into thinking you are looking at crossword puzzles, maps, musical scores and other
documents that communicate human thought.  Her list of exhibitions, both national and international,
numbers over 200 including 10 solo exhibitions and a Tennessee State Museum 30-year retrospective in
1995.  She has written 25 articles for professional journals and has been the subject of many more.

Each day after Musings, a time is set aside for participants to reflect on what they have seen, heard and experienced that day.
Participants may remain in the Massey Concert Hall or find a quiet place on campus.  A journal is included in the gift bag for
recording thoughts.
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SUNDAY EVENING, JULY 13, 2008
Sympatico • Chamber Percussion Ensemble

Sympatico gets the opening night TAA festivities off to a rousing start with a
concert highlighting some of the best works for chamber percussion
written over the past 30 years.  The program ranges from ragtime to
contemporary, electronic to world music.  Sympatico is Scott Herring
(University of South Carolina), Kris Keeton (Virginia Commonwealth
University), Joe Krygier (The Ohio State University), Chris Norton
(Belmont University) and Susan Powell (The Ohio State University).  These
innovative artists are composers, arrangers, performers and educators
with impressive solo careers.  They will gather from around the country
and join forces for this special Arts Academy presentation.

MONDAY, JULY 14, 2008 • 11:30 A.M.
Nashville Ballet • Carnival of the Animals

This enchanting performance is a collaboration between Belmont University and
Nashville Ballet.  Camille Saint-Saens’ original composition, written in 1886, is a
collection of vignettes meant to characterize different animals.  In several movements,

Saint-Saens cleverly quotes opera and ballet
themes popular in the nineteenth century.  With
an original narration by Brian Hull presented by
Sara Youngblood-Ochoa, Kris Elsberry and
Robert Marler perform the duo piano parts.  The dance is performed by
Nashville Ballet Company 2, Nashville Ballet’s pre-professional company.
Founded in 1981 as a civic dance company, the Nashville Ballet became
Middle Tennessee’s only professional ballet company in 1986.  Nashville Ballet
presents a varied repertoire of classical pieces and contemporary works by
noted choreographers which are performed worldwide.  Through
performances and education and outreach programs, Nashville Ballet reaches
more than 40,000 adults and children annually.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 16, 2008 • 11:30 A.M.
All Shook Up!

Inspired by and featuring the songs of Elvis Presley, All Shook Up takes us on a hip-swiveling,
lip-curling musical fantasy that’ll have you jumpin’ out of your blue suede shoes.  Presented
by the highly acclaimed Roxy Regional Theatre from Clarksville, Tennessee, the performance
will feature excerpts from the production.  The show, written by 2007 Tennessee Arts
Academy Distinguished Service Award winner Joe DiPietro, features perfomances by Bryan
Davis and Maria Maloney.  The producing organization, the Roxy Regional Theatre, opened
on November 3, 1983 in Clarksville, Tennessee and quickly became the cornerstone of
downtown re-development.  Founded by Tom Thayer and John McDonald, the theatre has
produced over 400 mainstage shows in its 25 year history.  All Shook Up will play July 11
through August 23 at the Roxy.
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WEDNESDAY EVENING, JULY 16, 2008
Joseph and Elizabeth Mahowald • An Evening On Broadway

Share the wonderment of “An Evening On Broadway”
with Joseph and Elizabeth Mahowald.  Joe recently
appeared in Boublil & Schonberg’s The Pirate Queen on
Broadway.  He starred on Broadway in the title roles of
Jekyll and Hyde, Javert and Enjolras in Les Miserable, and
he originated the role of Aaron James in Mike Reid’s
opera, Different Fields commissioned by The
Metropolitan Opera Guild.  Elizabeth was born in Nashville,
Tennessee and has performed in theatres all over the
country in roles such as Nellie in South Pacific, Laurie in
Oklahoma!, Sister Mary Leo in Nunsense, Doris in Same

Time Next Year, Corie in Barefoot in the Park and Chelsea in On Golden
Pond, for which she won Nashville’s “First Night” award for Best Supporting
Actor in a Play.

THURSDAY, JULY 17, 2008 • 11:30 A.M.
Bella-Musiqa • A Mediterranean Music Duo

Bella-Musiqa entertains audiences using a variety of Mediterranean musical
styles ranging from North African, Middle Eastern and Turkish to Spanish
Andalusian, flamenco, and classical guitar.  Bella-Musiqa was co-founded
in summer 2006 by two Middle Tennessee State University faculty: Dr. David
Pruett, an ethnomusicologist who has specialized in Middle Eastern music
for over 17 years, and Roger Hudson, an accomplished classical guitarist
and oud player with two albums to his name on the Tikal Records label.
Bella-Musiqa performs regularly throughout Middle Tennessee, including
guest appearances on Live from Studio C on Nashville Public Radio,
annual concerts for the Tennessee Guitar Festival and the Chet Atkins
Appreciation Society, frequent performances at Middle Tennessee State
University, and weekly shows at local Nashville restaurants.

specia
l events

SUNDAY EVENING OPENING RECEPTION CELEBRATION
Following the TAA opening session and meetings on Sunday afternoon, join us for a fun-filled tour of the historic Belmont
Mansion, a buffet reception in the Neely Dining Hall and multiple entertainment options inside and out.  Our artists for this event
include: The Lee Herring Trio (in the West gazebo); Brittany Miller, Harp (in Neely Dining Hall); Scott Tripp, Juggler (in the East
gazebo); John Pell, Guitar (on the Massey Business Center Courtyard); and Susan Ramsay, Dulcimer (in the Belmont Mansion).

TENNESSEE ARTS ACADEMY EXHIBITION
CHARLES BRINDLEY 2008
Drawings and Paintings
Gallery 121, Leu Center for the Visual Arts

Meet the Artist Reception: July 15, 2008 from 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
This exclusive Tennessee Arts Academy exhibition features the works of Charles Brindley who lives
and maintains a studio in Adairville, Kentucky, a small commuity 35 miles north of Nashville,
Tennessee.  Brindley’s drawings and paintings depict a variety of symbol-laden subjects, including
giant deciduous trees, panoramic landscapes, prehistoric ruins, rock formations, architecture and
still lifes.  Since a major retrospective in 1998 at the Tennessee State Museum, Brindley’s work has
been the subject of four exhibitions that have toured regionally and nationally.  Mr. Brindley’s work
also appears in public, private, and corporate collections throughout the United States.

The Tennessee Arts Academy is proud to sponsor this latest exhibition in Gallery 121 in the Leu Center for the Visual Arts, 
July 1 - August 14 from 8:00 a.m. - 4 p.m. Monday through Friday.  A special TAA Meet the Artist reception will be held in the
gallery on July 15th from 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

VISITORS’ DAY
Wednesday is the official Visitors’ Day when arts education supporters from the Tennessee Department of Education, arts
agencies, colleges and universities, and local school systems are invited to be guests of the Academy.  Some visitors may wish to
participate in the classes, and all are invited to sit in on all of the day’s activities.

ACADEMY BANQUET
On Wednesday at 7:00 p.m., participants gather for the Academy Banquet.  This night is designed to honor and reward the hard
work and artistic talents of all of the Academy participants.  The banquet includes an elegant full course dinner.  Afterwards,
awards are presented to both state and nationally recognized individuals who have made outstanding contributions in the arts.
This year’s Distinguished Service Award is being presented to Henry Krieger, the Grammy award winning composer of
Dreamgirls, The Tap Dance Kid and Side Show. The night concludes with a stellar performance by Broadway stars Joe and
Elizabeth Mahowald.

FINALE
The Academy activities conclude with the
Academy Luncheon in Neely Hall at 11:15 a.m.
on Friday.  This event brings together the
diverse experiences of the Academy week and
reinforces the importance of arts education in
classrooms across America.  Each year at this
event the Academy honors one Tennessee
educator for outstanding achievement in the
arts.  Our honoree for this year is Jeanette
Crosswhite, the Director of Arts Education for
the Tennessee Department of Education.
During the luncheon, the Academy Chorale,
composed of Academy participants, is featured
in performance.  This year’s Chorale is
conducted by Kevin Fenton.  As the Academy
ends its yearly session, the message that is sent
to all participants clearly inspires and challenges
them to live their calling to the fullest.



ac
ad

em
y 

a
wa

rd
s The Lifetime Achievement Award is conferred upon a Tennessee teacher whose life work is widely acknowledged to have

influenced positively the role of the arts in education, thereby benefiting the students of Tennessee’s schools.
The Lorin Hollander Award is given to a Tennessean whose influence has benefited arts education in general and/or the
Tennessee Arts Academy in particular.  This award is named in honor of internationally renowned concert pianist Lorin Hollander,
a special friend of the Academy.
The Distinguished Service Award is presented to an American whose work stands as a monument to the importance of the arts
in the lives of all people.
The Spirit of Tennessee Award recognizes an individual or group whose work exemplifies the highest standards of artistic
endeavor and brings positive recognition to the place of the arts in the lives of Tennesseans.
The Partner in the Arts Award honors an individual or business whose generosity and support have contributed in sustained and
significant ways to the success of the Tennessee Arts Academy’s mission.

2008 ACADEMY AWARDS RECIPIENTS

Steve Spiegel • Partner in the Arts Award
Tuesday Afternoon Musings • July 15, 2008
Steve Spiegel is the founder of Theatrical Rights Worldwide, a new company representing musicals on behalf
of their authors for presentation by theatre organizations throughout the world.  Steve has worked for R&H
Theatricals and was an agent at the William Morris Agency.  From 1979 to 2002, Steve worked at Music
Theatre International (MTI), serving in many executive capacities including President.  Under Steve’s direction,
the company became the leader in the field of worldwide musical licensing through innovative marketing and
promotional enterprises, unmatched licensing strategies and development of innovative new products and
services.  Steve is an advocate for the arts and his pioneering efforts and expertise have nurtured educational,
community and professional theatre throughout the world.  In 1996, he received the Distinguished Merit
Award from the American Association of Community Theatres for Outstanding Service to Community Theatre
in America and in 2001 was honored again with their Business Partner Award.  He has been recognized for his
support of arts education by the Educational Theatre Association, the New York State Theatre Educators
Association and the Florida Association For Theatre Education.  In 2000, Steve received the Ohio Community
Theatre President’s Award and the U.S. Army, European Division’s Outstanding Support of Theatre Award.

Henry Krieger • Lifetime Achievement Award
Wednesday Evening Banquet • July 16, 2008
Henry Krieger is the Grammy Award winning and Tony/Oscar nominated New York based composer of the
Broadway musicals Dreamgirls, The Tap Dance Kid and Side Show. His latest production, Up In The Air,
opened to enthusiastic reviews at the John F. Kennedy Center in February, 2008.  Krieger’s musical education
began while listening to the strains of Chopin and Liszt flowing from his parents’ phonograph.  As a young
adult, he accompanied his parents to Broadway musicals, where the show-stopping production numbers
made an indelible impression that would help to shape his life’s work.  He began composing Off-Off Broadway
in his early twenties and soon achieved fame for his groundbreaking score for Dreamgirls. In 2004 his
production of Lucky Duck, a farcical adaptation of “The Ugly Duckling,” premiered at the Old Globe Theatre in
San Diego.  Upcoming projects for 2008 and 2009 include new conceptions of Dreamgirls (Director, Bobby
Longbottom) and Side Show (Director, Bill Condon).  Other upcoming projects include Romatic Poetry with
playwright-director, John Patrick Shanley and The Flamingo Kid directed by Michael Mayer.

Jeanette Crosswhite • Lorin Hollander Award
Friday Afternoon Luncheon • July 18, 2008
Jeanette Crosswhite is director of the Arts Education Program of the Tennessee Department of Education.
Prior to becoming director of the program, she was a music consultant with the Department of Education
working with music teachers in middle and west Tennessee.  Before coming to the department, Dr. Crosswhite
was associate professor of music at Milligan College, teaching music methods courses and working with
public school students and teachers in the northeast Tennessee area.  A graduate of Longwood College and
the Music School of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, she earned a Ph.D. in Music Education from
the University of North Carolina at Greensboro.  She also has completed Level III Orff studies at the University
of Memphis.

Lifetime Achievement Award
1995 Joseph Edward Hodges, Crossville
1996 Freda Kenner, Bells
1996 Sue Blass, Jackson
1997 Elizabeth Rike, Knoxville
1997 Celia Bachelder, Kingsport
1998 James Charles Mills, Johnson City
1998 Gene Crain, Memphis
1999 Patricia Brown, Knoxville
2000 Robert Pletcher, Nashville
2000 Kathy Hawk, Kingsport
2001 Tommie Purdue, Memphis
2001 Tully Daniel, awarded posthumously
2004 Marilyn DuBrisk, Greenville
2004 Bobby Jean Frost, Nashville
2005 Nancy Boone-Allsbrook, Murfreesboro
2005 Sally Crain Jager, Cookeville
2006 Michael Combs, Knoxville
2006 Jean R. Thomas, Chattanooga
2006 Mitchell Van Metre, Knoxville
2007 David Logan, Johnson City

Lorin Hollander Award
1994 Cavit Cheshier, Education Executive
1995 Steven Cohen, State Senator
1996 Nellie McNeil, Teacher & Advocate
1997 Tom L. Naylor, Music Educator

& Administrator
1998 T. Earl Hinton, Music Educator
1999 Jane Walters, Educator & Ars Advocate
2000 Martha McCory, Music Educator
2001 Solie Fott, Music Educator

Distinguished Service Award
1994 Charles Strouse, Broadway Composer
1995 Charles Fowler, Arts Educator, Writer

& Advocate
1996 Jerome Lawrence, Playwright
1997 Lorin Hollander, Concert Pianist 

& Philosopher
2000 Scott Ellis, Theatre Director
2000 Mary Costa, Opera Singer
2001 Sheldon Harnick, Broadway Composer
2001 Tina Packer, Shakespeare Actor

& Director
2003 Bob McGrath, Singer & Host of

Sesame Street
2005 John Simon, Author & Arts Critic
2005 Dean Pitchford, Songwriter, Lyricist,

Screenwriter & Director
2006 Andre Thomas, Choral Conductor
2007 Joe Dipietro, Broadway Playwright

& Lyricist

Spirit of Tennessee Award
2000 Wilma Dykeman, Writer
2001 Jim Crabtree, Theatre Director

& Writer
2002 Alice Swanson, Arts Education

Administrator & Advocate
2003 George Mabry, Choral Conductor
2006 Dolph Smith, Visual Artist

RECIPIENTS FROM PREVIOUS YEARS

The Very Best Pianos in
Every Price Range

The Very Best Pianos in
Every Price Range

S T E I N W A Y
P I A N O G A L L E R Y

O F N A S H V I L L E

4285 Sidco Drive • 615.373.5901 • www.steinwaynashville.com

I 65 South of Nashville, Harding Road Exit, next to Cracker Barrel

Hear the Passion



Available in a variety of colors,
but always green on the inside. 

* Versus Initiate Panel Systems with fiberglass substrates.
© 2008 The HON Company.

Introducing Nature Core.™ Inside our Initiate® office cubicles is a durable,
renewable material called Nature Core. It’s one more way HON® leads by
reducing our environmental impact and delivering improved indoor air quality.*

For a free catalog or quote visit:

MID SOUTH BUSINESS FURNITURE
Office Supplies Now Available!

2200 8TH AVE. SOUTH
NASHVILLE, TN 37204

www.midsouthbusinessfurniture.com

P: 615.297.5654
F: 615.297.9946

jim@midsouthbusinessfurniture.com

                   

first in art education since 1901

DAVISART.COM      800-533-2847      50 PORTLAND STREET,  WORCESTER MA 01608   

For more information, call 800-533-2847 or email contactus@davisart.com.

Davis is the number one publisher  
      of K–12 art programs. 

Look to Davis for unparalleled images, content, and resources
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ARTS 
INTEGRATION 
I N S T I T U T E S 

July 15-17, 2008: 3 days, 24 credit hours – $45
October 21-22, 2008: 2 days, 16 credit hours – $30

To Register: www.tpac.org/ed-development
More information: 615-687-4285 or ljones@tpac.org

Save $5 by enrolling in both for $70!

Calling all Classroom teachers (K-12), 
Specialists, Teaching Artists, and Administrators!

Come experience what makes TPAC Education’s 
professional development in arts integration unique! 
Learn how to weave exceptional works of art into everyday 
classroom experience. Discover unexpected applications 
to a variety of learning goals. Address all learning styles to 
help students develop an aesthetic sensibility and watch 
them gain meaningful insights into themselves, their 
community, and all that they are learning.

Tennessee Arts Commission offers 
Teacher Incentive grants of $100 a day. 
Visit www.arts.state.tn.us for details.

This project is funded under an agreement with the 
Tennessee Arts Commission and the National Endowment for the Arts.

Funding for this project also provided by Metro Arts Commission.

Our nightly Manager’s Reception* is the perfect place for guests to meet and raise 

a glass - to spacious two-room suites, lush, open-air atriums and complimentary, 

cooked-to-order breakfast. All our services and amenities are there to make sure 

guests like you get out of your stay what you need and want.  Nothing more. 

Nothing less. In other words, cheers.  These are just some of the ways Embassy 

Suites Hotels® puts extra thought into everything we do.

EVERYTHING FOR A REASON®

For reservations, please call 615-320-8899, 800-Embassy 

or visit embassysuites.com for Our Best Rates. 

Guaranteed.

TWO-ROOM SUITES. COMPLIMENTARY, COOKED-TO-ORDER 

BREAKFAST. LUSH, OPEN-AIR ATRIUMS. WHO WOULDN’T 

DRINK TO THAT?

*Subject to state and local laws. Must be of legal drinking age.



a
d

m
inistrative staff

Madeline Bridges
Project Director

Madeline Bridges is Associate Dean for Academic Studies in the School of Music at Belmont University
where she teaches in the area of music education.  Her degrees include a B.M. in piano performance from
Shorter College in Rome, Georgia, an M. Mus. Ed. from George Peabody College of Education of Vanderbilt
University and an Ed.D. in Music Education from the University of Alabama.  Dr. Bridges has taught music
and music education in classrooms from kindergarten through the graduate level and frequently serves as a
guest conductor and clinician throughout the United States in the areas of early childhood, elementary,
middle school, and choral music education.  She is past president of both the Tennessee Music Education
Association and the Board of Directors of Choristers Guild International.

E. Frank Bluestein
Managing Director

E. Frank Bluestein is the 1996-1997 Disney National Performing Arts Teacher of the Year and the 1994
Tennessee Teacher of the Year.  USA Today named Mr. Bluestein as one of the top 40 teachers in the United
States in 1998.  He serves as chairman of Germantown High School’s Fine Arts Department and is founder
and director of the school’s theatre, the Poplar Pike Playhouse.  Mr. Bluestein also serves as executive
producer for the school’s three million dollar Emmy award winning television studio.  Mr. Bluestein is a past
winner of the American Theatre Association’s John C. Barner Award, and has served as an arts advisory
panelist for numerous organizations including the National Endowment for the Arts and the Tennessee Arts
Commission.  Mr Bluestein spent several years as director of shows at Opryland USA, and most recently
wrote and directed the national touring production of Beale Street Saturday Night starring blues legend
Joyce Cobb.

Daryle Grenead
Visual Art Director

Daryle Grenead is currently the visual art specialist at South Christian Elementary School in Kentucky.  
Retired from Glenellen Elementary in Clarksville and a past president of the Tennessee Art Education
Association, he has taught and organized numerous workshops for teachers across the state.  Mr. Grenead’s
background includes 33 years of teaching art in the public schools, including two years as a Career Ladder
Evaluator and a summer as chair of the State Department of Education Textbook Review Committee for 
Visual Arts.  Mr. Grenead has been awarded building level Teacher of the Year by his peers many times and
was chosen as TAEA Art Educator of the Year for 2000.  He earned his B.S. and M.A. from Austin Peay 
State University.

Judith B. Williams
School Administration Director

Judith B. Williams, longtime art teacher and administrator in Bedford County Schools is serving as School
Administration Director for the Academy.  With over 30 years of experience in education, she has conducted
numerous staff development workshops in the past 17 years.  She received her bachelor’s degree from
David Lipscomb University and her master’s from Middle Tennessee State University.  Mrs. Williams is past
president of the Tennessee Art Education Association and a former recipient of the Tennessee Art Educator
of the Year award.  She has been a presenter for the National Staff Development Council and the National Art
Education Association conventions.

Connie Fuller
Music Director

Connie Fuller currently teaches at Freedom Middle School, having formerly taught in Georgia, Texas and 
the Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools.  Her choirs at Freedom have consistently won superior ratings 
at local and state choral festivals.  Her students are well represented each year in various honor choirs at 
the local, regional and national levels.  She is a past president of the Middle Tennessee Vocal Association,
and has served the organization in several other capacities.  Ms. Fuller is an active member of TMEA, 
MENC and ACDA.
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“have a voice
in your field”

“I am a
professional”

“network and learn
from other art teachers”

“Tennessee’s only
professional organization

for art educators”
“the best money an

art teacher can ever spend”

“the information and
friendships are priceless”

“there is strength in numbers”

“access to great inservice
and workshop opportunities”

“the best way to stay
current with issues and trends”

“this organization has given
me so much as a teacher”

“it is my best outlet to further
my skills as a teacher and leader”

“awesome conferences,
internationally-known speakers,

and quality workshops”

WHY SHOULD YOU JOIN

WHY NOT?
www.tnarts.org

visit us on the web for membership information and to find
out more about the exciting things that are happening in TAEA

www.tnarted.org



Susan Ramsay
Assistant Music Director

Susan Ramsay is a recently retired music specialist at Franklin Elementary School in the Franklin Special
Schools District and has been named Teacher of the Year for that system.  She has received National Board
Certification in Music and holds degrees from Peabody College and Middle Tennessee State University.
Susan is past president of the Middle Tennessee-Orff-Schulwerk Association, the Middle Tennessee
Elementary Music Education Association and has served as regional representative on the National Board of
Trustees of AOSA.  Susan has presented at Orff and Kodaly national conferences and for National MENC.
She complements this with an active schedule of performances as a story teller and as a musician.

Nancy Cason
Assistant Administration Director

Before joining Belmont University as a full-time faculty member in art appreciation and art education, Nancy
Cason held a variety of positions at the Frist Center for the Visual Arts, including Associate Curator, Educator
for Teacher and School Programs, Educator for Docent Programs, and co-founder of the Nashville Institute
for Visual Arts Education.  Dr. Cason earned a Ph.D. in art education from the University of North Texas
where she served as Project Coordinator for the North Texas Institute for Educators on the Visual Arts, a
Getty professional development institute focused on museum and school collaborations.  She was Assistant
Professor of Art Education at Middle Tennessee State University, an adjunct instructor at the University of
North Texas and Baylor University, Art Supervisor for Mobile County Public Schools, and a K-12 art teacher
in Alabama and Texas public schools.

Joe W. Giles
Dean Emeritus/Awards Coordinator

Joe Giles is founder of the Tennessee Arts Academy and former director of the Arts Education Program of the
Tennessee Department of Education.  He received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in music education
from Austin Peay State University and has done additional study at Peabody College, Middle Tennessee State
University, and Fisk University.  Mr. Giles is past President of Southern Division Music Educators National
Conference (MENC) and of the National Council of State Supervisors of Music.  He taught music in Metro
Nashville for 22 years and has taken choral groups on concert tours in Europe and received gold and silver
medals in interational music festivals.

Cynthia Harris
Office Administrator

Cynthia Harris is the Office Administrator for the Tennessee Arts Academy.  Cynthia and her husband Jim
returned to Nashville in 2003 after spending 30 years in Greeneville, Tennessee.  During 18 of those years,
they owned and operated an office supply and equipment company.  In Greeneville, Cynthia served on a
variety of non-profit boards devoted to youth and economic initiatives.  From 2001-2003 she served as Vice-
Chair of the Reality Program, a Juvenile Court administered community program for adolescent drug and
alcohol abuse.  Cynthia was a member of the Asbury United Medodist Church choir for 24 years and also a
member of The Big Spring Singers, who perform throughout East Tennessee.  Cynthia continues to enjoy
participating in her church choir in Nashville.ad
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The Foundation Board is an entity whose mission is to guide the development functions 

necessary for the continued growth and expansion of the Tennessee Arts Academy and 

Arts Academy America.

Board of Directors

Dr. Cavit Cheshier, Chair

Mr. Frank Bluestein
Dr. Madeline Bridges
Mr. Stephen Coleman
Ms. Carol Crittenden

Dr. Jeanette Crosswhite
Dr. Solie Fott

Ms. Bobby Jean Frost
Dr. Jean Litterer
Ms. Judith Lovin

Ms. Tommie Pardue
Ms. Fran Rogers
Dr. Jane Walters

Mr. Talmage Watts

Tax deductible gifts may be sent to:
Tennessee Arts Academy Foundation Board

C/O Belmont University  •  1900 Belmont Boulevard  •  Nashville, Tennessee 37212

THE TENNESSEE ARTS ACADEMY FOUNDATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS


