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From the Editor 

 
 

With the anticipation of spring and so many positive 
things happening in our district, how lucky we are!  
I was finally able to interview Belinda, our new principal 
at Boisdale Consolidated - what a wonderful asset she  
and the school are in our community. Read below 
about the great programs they are running. They have 
also offered to print The Bridge for us each month 
which will save lots of time for our local volunteers. 
Hopefully their students will contribute a regular article 
as well. 
Best wishes to our BBFN Reserves and all our netball 
teams for the Grand Final this weekend. 
The Boisdale Stables is nearing completion, so 
hopefully we can have some community events soon 
to celebrate all these achievements. 
Helen and Rachel 
 

Boisdale Consolidated School 

 

BUILDING ON COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 

 

Boisdale Consolidated School continues to build on 
excellence and innovation under the leadership of new 
Principal Belinda Marshall. 

With 208 students, a 
possible enrolment of 30 
preps in 2023, a vibrant 
Playgroup and lots of 
outdoor activities Boisdale 
Consolidated continues to 
move onward and upward. 
Belinda has been in the 
Principal role for over six 
months now and is very 
familiar with local families 

and the community. 

 

Born in Hong Kong where her father was stationed with 
the RAAF, she together with older brother Ben and twin 
sister Lashay Tricker returned to South Australia prior 
to the twins' first birthday. Younger brother Christopher 
arrived later.  
 

They returned to Heyfield in 1990 as Belinda's mother, 
Jenny was originally a Drew from Heyfield. Belinda and 
Lashay attended schools at Heyfield and later Maffra 
Secondary College (MSC). Belinda moved to Ballarat 
for studies and returned to Monash Gippsland at 
Churchill to finish her teaching degree. 
Her first posting was to Maffra Secondary where she 
taught for 17 years. Belinda married local farmer and  

 
stock transport driver Ken Marshall in 2013 and 
together with Ken's six children, they became a family 
of nine. Sadly their daughter Georgie passed away, but 
with their youngest nearly ten, they represent three 
generations of the one family at BCS. 

 

Belinda has strong links to the local community being a 
life member of the BBFNC and currently coaching the 
Under 12 Basketball Squad at Maffra. 

 

The school has a strong connection with Maffra 
Secondary College (MSC), with their students working 
with Boisdale students in leadership roles in Indonesian 
and other activities. 
The Agriculture and Horticulture students from MSC 
recently attended and helped build the calf pens for the 
new arrivals at the school. These are three four-week 
old calves named Orio, Midnight and Caramel. 
The students assist with feeding, helping to mix the 
correct milk powder rates and checking on their 
nutrition. They will also begin halter training for the 
Junior Handlers Competition at the Maffra Show. 
 (This is a blast from the past for many former BCS 
students, great to see this happening again).   

 
As well as calves 
the school has their 
own chooks and 
sell eggs from the 
front office, they 
also grow their own 
vegetables and 
herbs in their 
kitchen garden. 
These are used in 
their cookery 
classes. 
 

Many schools are adopting a dog as a pet, but 
Boisdale Consolidated has the whole menagerie! 
 

The Community Playgroup is a great initiative being run 
at the school from the original Boisdale State School 
building. Uniting now coordinates the program with staff 
supporting it every Wednesday from 10am – 12pm. All 
most welcome to attend. 
 

Another project happening at the school is the Bike 
Brigade under the coordination of Mark Churchill. Mark, 
along with students and helpers repairs bikes to be 
sent overseas to Pacific islands where bikes are an 
essential item of transport. Workshops are on Tuesday 
and Thursday afternoons - contact the school on  
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5145 4391 if you could assist with this great project. 

 

We're hoping the students will contribute to this 
newsletter in the future, but keep in touch with the 
latest happenings by following their facebook site. 
https://www.facebook.com/boisdalecs/ 

Editor. 

 

Boisdale Garden Club 
 

Our next meeting will be at the Boisdale Hall on 
Saturday 10th September at 1 pm.  
Kathleen Murphy from Briagolong will talk about micro 
greens which should be very interesting.  

 

Margaret Scott from the Sale Garden Club has invited 
our members to their next meeting on the third Sunday 
of September (18th) to learn about neutrog products 
(fertilisers), at 1 pm. 
 

For enquiries contact Joy Morley - 5145 4225 
 

Boisdale Hall & Rec. Reserve 
The Annual General Meetings for the Boisdale Hall 
and Recreation Reserve Committee 
 
 

The Annual General Meeting for the Boisdale Public 
Hall Committee was held at the Hall on 9 August 2022. 
Office bearers were returned for another year. 
Judy thanked the committee and Sam as 
Secretary/Treasurer and all who support the hall with 
maintenance, bookings and cleaning. 
Improvements to the toilet areas are planned for the 
future. Bookings to: Secretary: Samantha White 
Email: boisdalepublichall@gmail.com 
Mobile phone 0428 549 045 

Boisdale Rec. Reserve 

 

The AGM for the Rec. Reserve was also held at 
Boisdale Hall Committee on 9 August 2022 with all 
office bearers returned. The Executive reported on the 
improvements to date and acknowledged the new 
community ride-on mower and all those who mow the 
public areas. The committee welcomes new members 
to help manage this wonderful community asset. 
Secretary: Duncan Malcolm 
Email: duncanmalc@me.com Mobile: 0402 077 111 
 

Boisdale Tai Chi Group 

Tai Chi continues to be very popular each Wednesday 
from 10.00 - 11.00am at the Boisdale Hall. $5 per 
person. Everyone is welcome. 
 
 

Contact Judy on 0400 443 167  

Boisdale-Briagolong Football Netball 
Club 
Well, the home and away season is now 

complete and the finals series is well underway.  

 

Starting with netball, the girls have had a fantastic year 
and finished off stronger than ever. Firstly a huge 
congratulations to D Grade, U17s and U15s all 
finishing on top as Minor Premiers, this is a huge 
achievement and the club could not be more proud.  
 
 

A grade finished off in 2nd securing them a spot in the 
semi-final. Unfortunately, B Grade missed out on 
getting into the top four by 2 points and C Grade by 

3%. The girls have performed well this year and we are 
super proud of their efforts.  

 

Seniors finished off the season on a high with a win 
against third-placed Lucknow. Unfortunately, after a 
tough season and 14 players on the injury list it's not 
quite how the boys thought the season would pan out, 
but with planning already in the works, we will see the 
boys come back stronger than ever for season 2023.  

 
 

Reserves on the other hand finished off in second 
place, stronger each week and looking flash it secured 
them a spot in the semi alongside the netball girls.  
 

We give major credit to our thirds coach Matt Wilkinson 
who managed to get a team up and running this year, 
which was fantastic for the club. Although the boys 
didn't have a lot of on-field success, their willingness, 
skills and attitude helped them see the season out. As 
well as a few of the boys getting a debut in the 
seniors.  

 

Youth girls faced up against an undefeated Traralgon 
side in the Grand Final last weekend. Unfortunately, 
the girls came out runners-up after a tough game.  
A big shout out to Jason Miller and co for getting a 
team together, coaching and preparing the girls 
through to the Grand Final - another huge achievement 
for the club. Well done!  
 

Teams A, D, 17s and 15s along with Reserves all 
played on Saturday 20 August in the first semi-final 
and the day couldn't have gone any better! 
All teams recorded wins which sees them all through to 
the Grand Final (Saturday 3 September). We note it 
has been 21 years since the last A grade premiership 
and 37 years since the last under U15s premiership, 
and there hasn’t been an Under 17s or D grade 
premiership in the history of Boisdale-Briagolong FNC.  
It is and will be a very special day for the club. As 
always we welcome your support as we don the red 
and black (Saturday 3 September) at the Granny.  

 

Best wishes to all the teams above as they head into 
Grand Final on Saturday 3 September. Let's bring 
home the gold!!!  

 

Upcoming social events; Grand Final celebrations, 
Saturday 3rd September (BBFNC Social rooms).  
Vote count Sunday 4th September kicking off at 11am 
(BBFNC social rooms) and Presentation Night will be 
held Saturday 8th October (location TBC) 
Stay up to date on news, events and the like on 
our Facebook and Instagram pages.  
Up the ‘dale! 
Rachel Weatherley 

 

 

Ed: What a fantastic effort by the players and all 
involved at the Club. Thanks also to Rachel for taking 
over the reporting reins in Ryan's absence.  
Good luck to the Reserves and all the Netball teams for 
Saturday.  

Lions Club of Maffra 
The Lions Club has a range of disability equipment for 
loan, free or for a donation to the Club. See flyer at 
Boisdale Post Office or contact Laurie 0438 411 640, 
Graham 0478 609 567 or Geoff 0428 812 341 

https://www.facebook.com/boisdalecs/
mailto:boisdalepublichall@gmail.com
mailto:duncanmalc@me.com
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Boisdale Stables 
 

Another very productive working bee 
was held on Saturday 27 August.  
Peter Brown and workers are doing a 

great job laying bricks in the display area, while Monty 
and Nick worked on the side area which has been dug 
out, stones removed and all levelled, plus lots of jobs 
and cleaning of stall areas inside the building. 
Hopefully we will get the building project signed off this 
week.  
Heyfield Signs have completed some great signs for 
inside the building, including reproducing some large 
photos for display in the new areas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We may still need  
more bricks for the  
display area, if you  
have any spares please ring Peter on the number 

below know and 
we'll organise to 
collect them. 

 

Again this project 
would not have  
been possible  
without the funding 
from the Latrobe 
Valley Authority. 
 
 
 

 

Kath Coggan (Chair Stables Sub-Committee) 
0411 098 452, Peter Brown 0407 822 520 

 

Boisdale & District Progress Assoc. Inc. 
The Progress AGM will be held on Wed. 26 October, 
7.30pm at the Boisdale Hall. Local residents all 
welcome to attend. 
 

Helen Montague (Sec.) 0448 349 420 

 

Valencia Soldiers’ Memorial Hall 
For more great musical events coming up keep 
watching the hall facebook site: 
https://www.facebook.com/valenciacreekhall 

 

The hall is available for events and celebrations, just 
contact Cath Noble for hall bookings - 0427 149 253 
 
 

Boisdale-Briagolong Red Cross 

 

A morning tea meeting for members will be 
held at the Boisdale Hall on Tuesday 6th 

September at 10.30am. All most welcome. Please 
contact Helen on 0448 349 420 for enquiries.  
 

Boisdale & District History Group 
 

Vale early Boisdale Consolidated School teacher 
Mrs Dot Dryburgh, nee Beatty.  

 

Dorothy Helen “Dottie” Dryburgh nee Beatty passed 
away peacefully on 18th August, 2022 at Warrnambool, 
aged 96. Loved wife of Andrew “Eddie” (dec).  
Much loved Mum of Lee and Lyn.             

 

Dorothy Dryburgh, nee Beatty was a teacher at 
Boisdale Consolidated from 1951 to 1953.. Dot met 
her husband Eddie Dryburgh at the school in 1951 as 
Dot was teaching and Eddie was working with the 
Board of Works undertaking the construction works at 
the new Consolidated School.  
 
 

Dot can be seen front row, right in this early photo, 
along with Beth Drew, who married Jack Tatterson, 
another local lad. Jack has passed away, but Beth is 
still living independently in Sale and enjoys The Bridge. 
I'm sure some of the early students will remember Dot. 
 
 

Thankyou to Lynette Bakker, Warrnambool and her 
mother Ruth Gore nee Greaves, for notifying us. 

Teachers from 1952 
Back row: John Roberts, Max Coloe, Edward 
Tregonning, Ken Newell, John Delaney 

     Front Row: Marie Elmar, Beth Drew, Amy Roberts, 
     Pat Ayres, Dot Beatty. 

 
 

Also a sad farewell to Lee de Visser who also 
taught at BCS. 
Lee came to Boisdale Consolidated when her then 
husband Allan Waldron took on the role as Principal in 
the 1980s. Lee passed away last week. I'm she will be 
remembered by many former students as Mrs 
Waldron. Our thoughts are with all her family. 
Helen Montague (Secretary) 0448 349 420 
 
 

The Birdman of Boisdale 
 
 

EASTERN ROSELLA 
 

The plumage of the Eastern Rosella is especially 
vividly coloured — red and yellow and blue and green 
and black. Despite this bold coloration, when rosellas 
are feeding on the ground among the grass or perched 
among the foliage in the treetops they can be very 
difficult to see, often seeming to disappear completely 
into the background. Despite their bright colours, their 
plumage is patterned so that it creates an extremely 
effective camouflage against predators.  
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/valenciacreekhall
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Eastern 
Rosellas are 
medium-
sized 
colourful 
parrots with 
distinctive 
white cheek 
patches. It 
has a red 
head, neck 

and breast, with yellowish to greenish upper parts, a 
yellow underbody and a yellow-green to blue-green 
rump, with a red undertail. The shoulders are bright 
blue. Females are usually similar to males, but 
sometimes duller and young birds are even duller and 
can be aged by their bill colour, which is yellow or 
orange, changing to off-white when mature. 

 

The Eastern Rosella can be distinguished by its red 
head combined with white cheek patches. The similarly 
sized Pale-headed Rosella Platycercus adscitus has 
white cheek patches but has a pale yellow head. 

 

It is found throughout south-eastern Australia, from 
Queensland to Victoria and south-eastern South 
Australia. Also in eastern Tasmania and has been 
introduced to New Zealand. 

 

The Eastern Rosella is found in open woodlands, 
grasslands, farmlands and remnant bushland. Often 
found in urban habitats such as parks, gardens and 
golf courses. 
It mainly feeds on the ground, especially amongst 
grasses in lawns, pastures and other clearings. Also 
feeds in trees and bushes. Main dietary items include: 
seeds, fruits, buds, flowers, nectar and insects. 
Eastern Rosellas mate for life. The female chooses and 
prepares the nesting site, usually a hollow in a eucalypt 
tree (but will sometimes use a nest-box or other 
artificial site).  
Eggs are laid on a decayed wood bed and the female 
incubates the eggs while the male regularly feeds her. 
The young may be fed for a while after they fledge. 
 

The Eventurers - Boisdale photographers Ian and 
Velta Fellowes M: 0427 472 451 
 
 

St Georges Anglican Church, Boisdale 
 
Pet's Day 
Sunday 25 
September at 
2pm, followed  
by afternoon 
tea at St 
George's 
Boisdale. 
All welcome. 
 
Louise 
Blencowe  
Church 
Warden  
0409 796 877 

Maffra & District 
Community Bank  News 

 
Gippsland had the highest rate of out of home 
incidences of cardiac arrest in Victoria in 2020-2021.            
Patients who received bystander CPR had a survival 
rate of 11% compared to no bystander of 5%.  The 
survival was significantly increased when shocked first 
by a public Automated External Defibrillator (AED): 
50%, compared to waiting for paramedics to arrive: 
27%. (Ambulance Victoria VACAR data). 
As part of supporting our local communities the Maffra 
& District Community Bank Board has purchased six 
AEDs to be placed in the community, for public access 
24hrs a day.  
The AEDs will be placed in the townships of: Maffra, 
Newry, Tinamba, Boisdale, Valencia Creek and 
Briagolong. This will allow for quick response time in 
the event of a cardiac arrest in the community.  

 

Training in the use of the equipment will also be 
available for community members with support from 
local Ambulance Vic Officers. 
 
 

The Bank will hold a Trivia Night towards the end of 
October to fundraise towards on-going replacement of 
pads and batteries for the AEDs.  
 
 

This will be promoted as part of Shocktober, 
Ambulance Vic's awareness campaign. Locations of 
current AEDs in your community are available on the 
website: https://registermyaed.ambulance.vic.gov.au/ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rob Christie - Chair 

 

Ed: This is a wonderful initiative from the Community 
Bank. It would be great to get lots of our community 
members involved with the training. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

The Bridge is very appreciative of 

Wellington Shire Council for the Quick 

Response Grant for this newsletter.  

 

Articles for The Bridge are due in by the last week 
of each month and it is distributed at the 
beginning of each month. Send your submissions 
to Helen at dhmontague@bigpond.com or phone  
0448 349 420.  

      For an electronic, coloured copy email Helen.  
   Hard copies are available at the Boisdale P.O 

https://registermyaed.ambulance.vic.gov.au/
mailto:dhmontague@bigpond.com

