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STICHKA Mentions James Benjamin Stichka Resident of Alamo, CA.

James, passed away just two months shy of his
97th birthday. Jim, like others of the Greatest
Generation, was a humble, kind, and gentle man,
by nature. Born in 1916 near Nelson, Nebraska to
a family of farmers, in a home without plumbing, it
is remarkable what he experienced and achieved
in his lifetime. He put himself through college and
ultimately graduated with honors at UC Berkeley
with a BA in Math, Cal Tech with a BS in
Mechanical Engineering, and did some specialized
post-grad studies at the Naval Academy and Oak
Ridge School of Reactor Technology. He heeded
the call to action in WWII and served in the Navy
as a Lieutenant, and was especially proud of his
accomplishments as Chief Engineer, keeping that
destroyer running at full speed. He came home
from the war to study in Annapolis, where he met
and married the love of his life, Evelyn Heap, and
became father to her completely adored daughter,
Joan Lee. Jim was a loyal career man at Chevron
(Standard Oil) for 35 years. There he worked with
a refinery and helped build the Livermore
Laboratory and numerous fertilizer plants across
the country. Among his lifelong passions were
baseball, tennis, chess, music and science. He
played baseball in high school and college, along
with other intramural sports, and was thrilled when
his beloved Giants won the World Series again this
past season. He was a masterful tournament chess
player with a Number One ranking in both LA and
San Francisco. In his younger days in Southern
California, he played the drums in a band. In his
later years, he taught himself to play and
delighted many with the accordion, piano,
harmonica and even spoons! This Nebraska farm
boy from the turn of the last century had hoped to
live to see the atom split. Recent accomplishments
in nuclear physics, including the Higgs Boson gave
him great pleasure. Perhaps his singularly greatest
passion was his study of paleobotany. Jim started
his vast collection of rocks and minerals as a
young boy, and continued his pursuits until his
death. He was particularly interested in plant
fossils and petrified wood, three species of which
have been named after him, including Tempskya
stichkae (Cretaceous Tree Fern), Tomlinsonia
stichkania (Permineralized Grass), and
Laurinoxylon stichkai (petrified wood). He took
huge satisfaction in the interest of PhD candidate,
Nareerat Boonchai ("Aom"), who did her
dissertation on some of his favorite specimens.
Above all else, he was loving, generous, and sweet
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to all in his sphere. He never tired of taking his
grandchildren on rock-hounding trips, teaching
school children about paleobotany and Pi, writing
sweet poems to his loved ones, and sharing his wit
and his talents with any and all. Jim survived his
wife, Evelyn Lloyd Stichka, daughter, Joan Stichka
Grace, grandchildren Joanie Gatt Ellis and David
Gatt, and siblings Albert Stichka and Emma
Jakabosky. He is survived by his remaining 13
grandchildren: Michael Gatt, Angela Marie Cooper,
Richard Gatt, Philip Gatt, Paula Grace Hodges,
Liebe Grace Gadinsky, Kevin Grace, CJ Grace, Eva
Grace Royal, Julie Grace Byrtus, Guy Grace, Tom
Grace, Tiffany Grace Buzanowski, 31 great
grandchildren and 9 great-great grandchildren. He
will be missed greatly by his family, nieces,
nephews, cousins and dearest friends, especially
Angie Anastasion and Ted Lowden, and Aom. A
memorial service to celebrate Jim's life will be held
in Walnut Creek on Saturday, January 12.

Published in Contra Costa Times on Jan. 11, 2013

SHARE  

Please restore the Guest
Book to share in the life story
for JAMES STICHKA

THE GUEST BOOK IS EXPIRED

1 ENTRY

"Jim would have appreciated the fine obit in
the Times as it covered his life well.Our
friendship dates..."
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