
Charles H. (Chuck) Shaller (BS Civil Engineering 1949) lost his year-long battle with 
esophageal cancer on November 20, 2014 at his home in La Canada, California.  He is survived 
by his wife of 63 years, Barbara, sister Janet Robinson, sons Frederick, Charles A. (BS 1979) 
and Philip (PhD 1991); eight grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.  At the time of his 
death, he remained president and co-owner of MMI, Inc., a mall management and development 
firm headquartered in Pasadena, California, which he joined in 1980.  After completing his 
degree at Caltech, he traveled to Europe, pursuing technical coursework in Zurich before being 
employed as a civilian contractor by the U.S. Army to construct base housing in Frankfurt, 
Germany.  While in Germany, he met and married his wife Barbara in 1951.  After returning to 
the United States later that year, he was offered the position of County Engineer of Humboldt 
County, California, a position which he held for the next 14 years.  In 1965 he returned to 
southern California, working for the next 15 years in the field of residential subdivision 
development, primarily with the firm of McIntire & Quiros.  Although trained as an engineer, he 
had a life-long love of classical music (especially opera), history and the humanities.  He was 
also a big fan of USC football.  His favorite activities included attending the yearly Caltech 
Seminar Day, first with his children, then with his grandchildren.  Among his favorite Caltech 
stories were being taught how to titrate in chemistry lab by Linus Pauling, who took pity on his 
poor technique; skiing down Lake Boulevard following a freak snowstorm; and attending an 
assembly explaining the detonation of the first atomic bomb and the theory behind it.  He was a 
true renaissance man, a model citizen, a loving and generous father and grandfather.  He will be 
sorely missed by family, friends and colleagues alike. 

 


