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ROBERT CONNELLY Dec. 18, 1925-April 12, 2015 Robert Frederick "Bob" Connelly was a 
unique man, the sort of person one seldom meets and never forgets. He began his life in Los 
Angeles, born to Frank and Helene (nee Hopkins) Connelly in 1925. He passed away in his home 
89 years later, in Henderson, due to natural causes. He is survived by his wife, Pat Graeff; and 
his daughter and sons, Starr, Robert, William, Duane, Neil and Tim. Bob thought of himself as a 
patriarch, father, grandfather, great-grandfather, chemist, Christian, Freemason, and certified 
master gardener. Bob began his work life as a young boy, delivering newspapers in west Los 
Angeles. From then until the day he died, he relished a life of working and learning. As a young 
man, he served in the U.S. Army Air Corps during World War II. At the age of 18, he married 
Beverly Ann Butte and they had two boys, Bobby and Billy, before being honorably discharged 
from the military. After the war, Bob attended Caltech, where he earned a BS in chemistry. Even 
with the distractions of a growing family, he maintained grades near the top of his class. He 
worked for Shell, then Emery Industries as a lubrication engineer. During these years, Bob's 
family grew with the arrivals of Starr, Duane, Neil and Tim. After leaving Emery, Bob was an 
entrepreneur with many endeavors, which ultimately took him to Japan, where he lived from 
1971 to 2000. After leaving Japan, he lived in Tustin, Calif., then Henderson. He was married six 
times and cherished the memories of all his wives. Bob was blessed with keen intellect, fantastic 
memory, ambition and an unending sense of humor. If he were here today, I'm certain he could 
tell you about the weather on my third trip to Tokyo in 1991. He had many favorite quotes, and 
here are two of them, "Measure thrice, cut once," and "When you come to a fork in the road, take 
it." He was active in many organizations including the church, Masons, master gardener's, 
Shriners, ICANN, American Chamber of Commerce of Japan and Caltech Alumni. The Robert 
F. Connelly funeral is scheduled for 4:30 p.m. Saturday, April 18, at Christ Episcopalian Church, 
2000 S. Maryland Parkway, Las Vegas, NV 89104, (702) 735-7655,  
www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/christ-church-las-vegas-nv The Scottish Rite will participate in 
the funeral. 


