
Arthur "Art" P.L. Turner
February 19, 1942 - August 29, 2021

Arthur P.L. Turner (Art), age 79, passed away unexpectedly on Sunday, August 29, 2021, at his
home in Burke, VA. He is survived by his daughters Susan Turner of Burbank, CA, and Diane Turner
of Burke, VA, and five grand-kitties. He was predeceased by his wife Marianne Portl Turner, and two
sisters Judy Turner and Ann Carswell. He was born in Missoula, MT, on February 19, 1942, to
Arthur Piers Legh Turner II and Elizabeth Clayton Smith. 

Art and his sisters were raised in Des Moines, IA, by their mother “Betty” after their father passed
away at a very young age. Art attended Caltech University in Pasadena, CA, on scholarship for both
his B.S. and Ph.D. which led to a lifelong support of charities which provide higher education
opportunities, especially in the fields of Science and Engineering, and in particular, The Hertz
Foundation. Art’s Ph.D. in metallurgy led to a varied career in which he worked as a professor at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, a research scientist at Argonne National Laboratory, and a
professional engineer in the consulting industry with Dominion Engineering, Inc. before finishing
his career as an independent consultant mostly for Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Company. 

Art tried retiring many times over the years from the profession he enjoyed, but it never stuck, until
he finally went cold turkey at the age of 72. Art enjoyed travelling, reading, and solving sudoku
puzzles. He graciously endured the extremely spicy food cooked by his daughter Diane without ever
a complaint and enjoyed visiting his daughter Susan in California. Art enjoyed spoiling his grand-
kitties in both VA and CA and could be found with a cat in his lap in the mornings while reading his
newspaper and in the evenings while watching TV.
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B Bridget
I knew Art as Ann’s brother. The Turner siblings were super smart,
accomplished people. Bridget in Berkeley

D Diane Turner
Thank you for sharing, all of the Turner siblings are sorely
missed.

D Deb and Larry
I personally know Art through my friendship with Diane. Art
affectionally nicked name us The Bickerson Twins. Diane and I have
best friends for several years so I’ve have spent many hours at their
house. Art was always willing to indulge our activities. He volunteered
to help with several of our Ranger Relay Races along with my husband
Larry. We had yearly subscriptions to the Kennedy Center and
Signature Theatre. He played croquet, horseshoes, corn hole with us.
He traveled with Diane and Susan and I was fortunate to travel with
them to Morocco. It was a great trip! Larry and I have so many fond
memories. My greatest compliment to him, would be how I admired,
the love he had for Diane and Susan. He loved them unconditionally. I
miss him so much! P. S. Art was pretty fond of our dog Cooper too!
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D Diane Turner
Thank you Deb and Larry for being a wonderful part of our
family!

D Dwight Gerrelts
Susan and Diane, I worked with Art for many years at Wolf Creek. He
was nothing short of amazing. It was always a better day when he was
there, especially during outages. He has been missed since he retired,
which I am glad he finally did. An offer to you... there are a couple
postings that were made about Art's passing in the "WCNOC Retirees"
users group on FB, with many responses. If you would like to view
these, if you request access to the group, an admin. is aware and will
allow temporary access for you to do so. dwgerre1@gmail.com

D Diane Turner
Thank you Dwight, I would very much like to see them.



P Pearl Loo
I met Art through Diane and no longer remember the first time I met
him in person, but before I ever did, I remember seeing photos of him
with Diane and Susan on their many travel adventures. I remember
being envious of their trips and after meeting them all, admired how
well they got along and how often they spent time together. We once
played a game called Codenames and I recall Arthur and Diane just
understood each other and easily got each other’s clues. They worked
so well as a team. I will miss Arthur joining us at Christmas tree and
bonchon night and our many other get togethers. He didn’t always sit
with us at dinner but he always made a showing before I left. I will miss
his genuine interest in my career and always having a story or
knowledge to share about engineering and well anything. He was
extremely intelligent and very well read. I was lucky to have met Art and
glad to have shared some wonderful memories with his family. He was
an amazing parent and I hope that I can only be half as good. I miss him
dearly and the Turner house won’t feel quite the same but hope that
with time his family will heal and we can celebrate more of Art’s
memories!

D Diane Turner
Thank you Pearl for being such a great friend and sharing such
kind words. I know my dad really enjoyed getting to know you
over the years and always looked forward to talking with you

C Chuck Marks
Art was a great mentor. I remember thinking during my first few weeks
(and many times afterward), that his position was the one I wanted
eventually for myself: door always open, everyone stopping by to get
advice, lots of fun technical conversations.

J joan gaskins
I did not know your Dad personally; however, I have always admired his
very fast walking pace! As a former runner, who because of arthritis has
become a regular walker, your Dad's pace and consistency serve as my
inspiration. My wishes for comfort and peace joan gaskins

D Diane Turner
Thank you Joan, much appreciated.

D Don Naylor
I had the privilege of working and talking with Art during some of his
time at Wolf Creek. In particular we spent time discussing how some
piping cracks developed the a borated system. His knowledge was
amazing and I marveled at his ability to do napkin calculations. I treasure
the opportunity to have known Art.



D Diane Turner
Thank you for sharing it is much appreciated.

S Susan Turner
Don - It is really nice to know he had such on impact on other
people. Thank you.

D Dennis Mosebey
I always looked forward to Art’s return to Wolf Creek When he came I
always knew the toughest projects would be completed well. I always
enjoyed his stories and remember how impressed I was to know
someone who taught at MIT and at Argonne And yet he was a humble
unassuming man He never made you feel inferior when you asked a
question Just one of the guys He left a great legacy to Wolf Creek and
we were so lucky to have had him God bless all!

D Diane Turner
Thank you for sharing your memories.

D Dave Meredith
I had been working with Art for most of my career at Wolf Creek and
always admired (and shadowed by) his knowledge and poise. He was a
great mentor/teacher and co-collaborator on many items. It was a
pleasure working with him and getting to know him over the years. He
will be truly missed. My sympathies to Susan and Diane.

D Diane Turner
Thank you it is much appreciated.

C Collleen and Joe Jozefczyk
We've known the Turner family as long as they have lived in the Elms
about 38 years now. Diane and Susan baby sat for our Brian and Kerry.
Mary Ann and I played tennis together and we watched Art swim laps at
the Long Branch pool. I could always count on having a friendly chat
with Art there and at our neighborhood get togethers. What a classy
guy . It has been our privilege to have had him as a friend and a
neighbor..

D Diane Turner
Thank you for sharing your memories, it is appreciated.



G Gina Pisegna
I got to know Art through my sister at family dinners, etc. He was such
a kind soul with the warmest eyes. Even though I did not know him well,
I could tell that he touched many people in positive ways throughout his
life. I hope the wonderful memories of him will give his family comfort at
this time. My heart and prayers are with them during this difficult
time.��

D Diane Turner
Thank you Gina for your kind words, really appreciate it.

D Diane Turner
My dad with his VA grand-kitties, Toil, Trouble, and Inky who loved and
adored him and sometimes expected him to share his meals.
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M Mark Fleming
I started working with Art Turner at Dominion Engineering in
October 1990. But apropros of Art's innate desire to solve
problems and be a technical mentor to anyone, my first
conversation with him was actually while I was still in grad school
(but after accepting my job offer). I was wrestling with a materials
properties issue in a model I was developing, and the Principals at
DEI connected me with Art to discuss the matter. Art was, of
course, generous and helpful, and I would learn over the course
of my career that this is who Art always was. Always available to
any of his colleagues to offer his insights, expertise and efforts,
he was never condescending (but the breadth of his knowledge
and intellect was always inspiring). It was an honor to work
alongside him. My heart goes out to Susan and Diane, and all
who had the good fortune of knowing him. Godspeed, Dr.
Turner.

J John Harris
Art was one of my mentors when I was a young engineer at Dominion,
and I had the good fortune to be able to work with him again when I got
to Wolf Creek. He was a great teacher, and was a pleasure to have as a
colleague and friend as I got older. My thoughts go out to Susan and
Diane.

D Diane Turner
Thank you John, I know he enjoyed working with you over the
years as well.



G Ginni Gorman
Art was the smartest person Jeff and I ever knew, and we were always
amazed by his ability to fix anything, huge or little. I love to picture him in
his banana suit doing nuclear fuel cleaning. All my sympathy, Susan and
Diane. Ginni Gorman

D Diane Turner
Thank you Ginni for sharing. I’ll have to see if I can find a pic of
him in one of those yellow suits.

C Cynthia Jubinsky
Arthur wore this T-shirt on his power walks. On the front was
something complimentary about MIT with a disparagement in favor of
Cal Tech on the back. I remarked to him that my son got his PhD from
MIT and he sheepishly turned around and put me in my place… I walk a
lot but Arthur’s power walks put me to shame. I probably couldn’t keep
up with him.

D Diane Turner
Cindy, thank you for sharing. I think I would have had to jog to
keep up with him myself!
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