




CINEMA VERDE FILM LISTINGS:
Above All Else (USA, 95 m). Sun, 2/15, Noon.  Directed by 
John Feige.  One man will risk it all to stop tar sands oil from 
crossing his land through the Keystone XL pipeline. Shot in the 
forests, pastures, and living rooms of rural East Texas as David 
Daniel rallies neighbors and environmental activists to join him in 
a final act of brinkmanship: a tree-top blockade of the controver-
sial pipeline. What begins as a stand against corporate bullying 
becomes a rallying cry for climate protesters nationwide.

Animal Equality (USA, 10 m). Sat, 2/14, 3:45 pm.  Directed by 
Kindness Trust. Philip Wollen makes an impactful case against 
animals on your menus in front of an audience at the St. James 
Ethics Centre and the Wheeler Centre. Wollen then passes the 
debate onto a six-person panel, with three members supporting 
his case and three making an argument to continue to keep ani-
mals on the menu.
Animation Hotline (USA, 5 m).  Sat, 2/14, 7 pm. College 
Competition Entry.  Directed by Dustin Grella.  A series of short 
animations where anonymous messages on the artist’s voice 
mail provide content for this compilation of sometimes insight-
ful, sometimes bizarre micro-short pieces. The project started in 
2011 and is currently in its 3rd year.

Alegria, A Humanitarian Expedition (Switzerland, 28 m). Sat, 
2/14, 12:15 pm.  Directed and filmed by Christoph von Toggen-
burg.  In 2010, Christoph von Toggenburg cycled 1,988 miles 
across the Himalaya pulling a 66-lb trailer packed with survival 
gear and filming himself the whole way.  His goal?  Help leprosy 
patients and mentally destitute women in India and in the pro-
cess create public support for providing aid to these abandoned 
groups. With little air to breathe and temperatures between 
minus 15 to plus 45 degrees C, von Toggenburg crossed moun-
tain passes higher than 3 miles high. Crossing Nepal during the 
Maoist unrests and braving conflict-stricken Kashmir, he encoun-
tered boundless hospitality, found new friends, and saw some of 
the world’s most spectacular landscapes of this planet.

Backyard (USA, 26 m).   Sun, Feb 15, 1:45 pm.  Directed by 
Deia Schlosberg.  Following stories about the effects of fracking 
in Pennsylvania, Colorado, North Dakota, and Montana, an eerie 
similarity emerges despite the vast differences in geography, 
personal histories, and different stages of hydro fracking devel-
opment that involves increasingly difficult methods of fossil fuel 
extraction at increasing costs to the people and the environment. 
Interspersed throughout these human stories are animated



 illustrations of the bigger “puzzle picture” of which each story is 
only one small piece.
The Chikukwa Project (Australia, 52 m). Fri, 2/13, 4 pm.   Di-
rected by Gillian Leahy. Gillian and her brother visited a Shona 
Africa community in Zimbabwe, an area that has been practicing 
permaculture for over 20 years. The community has pulled 7,000 
Shona Africans out of hunger and malnutrition using permacul-
ture farming techniques and bottom up social organization.
A Climate of TRUST (USA, 16 m).   Thurs. Feb 12, 5pm.  Di-
rected by Our Children’s Trust. A Climate of TRUST is the story 
of the scientists who developed the scientific prescriptions nec-
essary for climate recovery, the attorney who figured out the le-
gal basis for the right to a healthy atmosphere, and one of OUR 
CHILDREN’S TRUST’s attorneys who is supporting these youth 
in court.
The Coralax (USA, 7 m). Sat, 2/14, 6:30 pm. - High School 
Competition Entry  Directed by Taylor Redman, Kawelu Hi-
gashino, Kaya Goosby and Troy Lau (Maui Huliau Foundation). 
Inspired by Dr. Suess’s The Lorax, this claymation by our new 
middle school students uses 667 images to show how irrespon-
sible shoreline development can impact our precious reef eco-
system.
DAM999 (India, 108 m). Sat, Feb 14, 2:15 pm. Directed by So-
han Roy.  This romance-disaster flick starring Bollywood actors 
is by the same director of an award-winning short film, DAMs - 
The Lethal Water Bombs. Like the short, this film is, in the end, 
a portrait of blindness to a risk with low probability but very high 
impact. The story revolves around 3 love stories, a 100-year old 
dam, and local politics, for example:  A day before its release in 
India, this film was banned in one Indian state on the grounds it 
would disturb relations with a neighboring state related to an ex-
isting dam that sounds just like the one in this film:  100 years old 
with a 999-year lease agreement between the two states.  This 
film is dedicated to the 250,000 people who died in the Banqiao 
Dam collapse in China in 1975, the worst, man-made dam di-
saster.  Some scenes were shot on Front Sabang, the largest oil 
vessel ever used for filming.
Dancing in Jaffa (Israel, 90 m). Sat, 2/14, 4:45 pm.  Directed 
by Hilla Medalia.  Pierre Dulaine, four-time ballroom dancing 
world champion, is fulfilling a life-long dream when he takes his 
program, Dancing Classrooms, back to his city of birth, Jaffa. 
Over a ten-week period, Pierre teaches Jewish and Palestinian 



Israeli children to dance and compete together. The film explores 
the complex stories of three children, all of whom who are forced 
to confront issues of identity, segregation, and racial prejudice as 
they dance with their enemy.
Dancing with Thoreau (USA, 90 m).  Fri, 2/13, 7 pm.  Directed 
by Chris Korrow. Explores how and why we, as a Western soci-
ety, can and should reconnect with our environment. How does 
a connection with our natural environment strengthen our spiri-
tual, physical, creative, economic, and intellectual pursuits? How 
can the cultivation of a spiritual practice support a healthy and 
balanced natural environment? Dancing with Thoreau weaves 
film and photography together with commentary from renowned 
teachers, naturalists, farmers, scientists, and spiritual leaders to 
explore these questions.
Deepor Beelor Paare Paare (music video from India, 4:14 m).  
Sat, 2/14, 2:45 pm.  Song composed, lyrics written, music ar-
ranged and programmed, and video conceptualised and directed 
by Ibson Lal Baruah in association with the World Wildlife Fund, 
Assam Elephant Foundation, Wildlife Trust of India, and others. 
A beautiful musical and visual tribute to how we must understand 
things that happen around us and why we need to preserve hab-
itat and environment. The video tells the story of unregulated de-
velopment that is threatening the existence of a Burma monsoon 
forest conservation area, including elephant deaths due caused 
by the train. The work by Ibson and the band is among the most 
important campaigns on behalf of the elephant and ecology of 
NE India.
Dry-Clean Only (USA, 85 m). Fri., 2/13, 5 pm. Directed by 
Claudia Adams. All Claudia Kanne did was have her wool blan-
kets dry-cleaned and life as she knew it disappeared forever. 
She unknowingly ingested the toxic dry-cleaning solvent, tetra-
chloroethylene, aka perchloroethylene, until her body reached 
its ‘saturation point’ and could no longer fight back.  A burden 
to her husband, she crawled away like an elephant going to a 
graveyard, to spend her last days in a motel with nothing but the 
clothes on her back, to find out what was killing her. After fighting 
for six years, Claudia’s efforts helped establish the first banning 
of the chemical in the U.S., and the beginning of Greener Clean-
ers.
Exploring Glen Springs (USA, 60 m). Sat, 2/14, 6:15 pm.  Di-
rected by Tom Morris and Margaret Tolbert. Local water activists 
explore Gainesville’s fresh waterways and how they have been 
integrated into the city – even crawling beneath behemoth stores 
to follow the waters.



Fleming’s Legacy (USA, 6 m). Sat, 2/14, 6:30 pm.- High 
School Competition Entry.  Directed by Dylan Falces and 
Kaulana Puʻu (Maui Huliau Foundation).   Fleming’s Legacy tells 
the story of agricultural entrepreneur David Thomas Fleming and 
his role as an early conservationist on Maui. The film also shares 
the efforts of his granddaughter and others to carry on his work 
in the native plant arboretum that bears his name.
Food Chains (USA, 83 m). Sun, 2/15, 7:30 pm Directed by 
Sanjay Rawal. This exposé traces the efforts to defeat the $4 tril-
lion global supermarket industry by an intrepid group of Florida 
farm workers who create an ingenious Fair Food program, which 
partners with growers and retailers to improve working condi-
tions for farm laborers in the United States.

From Billions to None: The Passenger Pigeon’s Flight to 
Extinction (USA, 57 m).   Fri, 2/13, 7 pm.   Directed by David 
Mrazek. This film reveals the compelling story of the unlikely 
extinction of the passenger pigeon and explores the pigeon’s 
striking relevance to conservation issues today, such as the 
alarming depletion of shark species worldwide. For centuries, 
the sleek long-distance flier was the most abundant bird in North 
America and perhaps the world. On September 1, 1914, Martha, 
the last passenger pigeon in captivity, died in the Cincinnati Zoo, 
marking the end of the species, and the upcoming centenary of 
the extinction event.
In His Own Home (USA, 42 m). Sun, 2/15, 6:45 pm.  Directed 
by Malini Schueller.  Included as film dealing with importance of 
a local, sustainable culture, this documentary is about the March 
2010 shooting of an unarmed disabled black graduate student, 
Kofi Adu Brempong, by campus police at the University of Flor-
ida and the failure of the administration to address the racism 
and over-militarization of its police force.

Forest Man (India, 17 m) Fri, 2/13, 5:15pm. 
Directed by William Douglas McMaster. Since the 1970s Majuli 
islander Jadav Payeng has been planting trees in order to save 
his island. To date, he has single-handedly planted a forest larg-
er than Central Park NYC. His forest has transformed what was 
once a barren wasteland into a lush oasis.

Into the Gyre (USA, 44 m). Fri, 2/13, 4:06 pm. Directed by 
Scott Elliot. Thirty-four volunteer researchers, scientists, and sail-
ors participated in a 5-week long adventure to the remote Sar-
gasso Sea, east of Bermuda. Sailing on a 135-foot tall ship, the 
SSV Corwith Cramer, operated by the Sea Education Associa-
tion. The film closely follows four scientists as they collect, count, 



and archive the plastic they collect out of the sea. Along the way, 
the film examines the history of plastics, the adverse effects it is 
causing in the ocean and possible solutions to this problem.

Just Eat It (Canada, 74 m). Sun, 2/15, noon.  Directed by Grant 
Baldwin. Filmmakers and food lovers, Jen and Grant, dive into the 
issue of waste from farm, through retail, all the way to the back 
of their own fridge. After catching a glimpse of the billions of dol-
lars of good food that is tossed each year in North America, they 
pledge to quit grocery shopping cold turkey and survive only on 
foods that would otherwise be thrown away. In a nation where one 
in 10 people is food insecure, the images they capture of squan-
dered groceries are both shocking and strangely compelling.
Last Rush for the Wild West (USA, 50 m). Sun., 2/15, 2:45pm 
Directed by Jennifer Ekstrom. Exposes how impending tar sands 
and oil shale mining would destroy massive landscapes in Utah 
and put the already imperiled Colorado River Watershed at risk. 
Utah has approved the USA’s precedent-setting tar sands mine 
despite widespread health impacts of similar projects in northern 
Canada.
Lion Ark (USA/Bolivia, 91 m).   Sat, 2/14, 1:00 pm.  Directed 
by Tim Phillips.  More action adventure than traditional docu-
mentary, this film follows the world’s most ambitious and daring 
animal rescue, with a narrative compiled from film, interviews, 
conversations, and reactions as events unfolded. How attitudes 
toward animals were changed in Bolivia, illegal circuses pursued 
and closed, and 25 lions airlifted to freedom.
The Lost Bird Project (USA, 63 m). Fri, 2/13, 5:45 pm.  Direct-
ed by Deborah Dickson. Gone and nearly forgotten in extinction, 
the Labrador Duck, the Great Auk, the Heath Hen, the Carolina 
Parakeet, and the Passenger Pigeon leave holes not just in the 
North American landscape but in our collective memories. Moved 
by their stories, sculptor Todd McGrain set out to create memori-
als to the lost birds—to bring their vanished forms back into the 
world. The Lost Bird Project follows the road-trip that McGrain 
and his brother-in-law, Andy Stern, take as they search for the lo-
cations where the birds were last seen in the wild and negotiate 
for permission to install McGrain’s large bronze sculptures there. 
Lost Rivers (Canada, 72 m).   Sat, 2/14, 9:45 pm.  Directed by 
Caroline Bacle.  Once upon a time, through almost every city, 
rivers flowed. Why did they disappear? How? And could we see 
them again? This documentary tries to find answers by meeting 
visionary urban thinkers, activists, and artists from around the 
world.



Love Thy Nature (USA, 76 m). Sat, 2/14, 8:00 pm.  Directed 
by Sylvie Rokab.  Narrated by Liam Neeson in the role of Sapi-
ens, a homo sapiens representing all humankind facing possible 
death due to the severity of Earth’s environmental crisis, this 
film takes viewers on an awe-inspiring cinematic journey into the 
beauty and intimacy of our relationship with the natural world.  
Inspired by experts’ insights, Sapiens awakens to the realization 
that a renewed connection with nature holds the key to a highly 
advanced, new era in human evolution.
Moving Mountains (USA, 104 m). Sun, 2/15, 4:15 pm.  Direct-
ed by Jeanie M. Clark. True story of a heroic struggle by one 
woman, Trish Bragg (Theresa Russell), a house wife with no 
money and little education.  When a coal mining operation caus-
es the wells in her community to go dry, she takes on the billion 
dollar coal company and a governmental bureaucracy.  Her 
struggle leads to historic changes in the way coal mining is done 
and propels Trish into the forefront of the environmental strug-
gles our country still grapples with today.
Of the Land (Canada, 89 m). Sun, 2/15, 1:30 pm.  Directed by 
Bryan Law.  New technologies and scientific ingenuity have giv-
en rise to genetically modified organisms (GMO) and other novel 
foods. Some people have raised concerns about the safety of 
GMOs in our food supply, given their incredible dominance in the 
majority of our diet. This film looks at our current food system as 
well as a variety of smaller, organic options available to consum-
ers who want to support sustainable farming methods.
On the Brink: Sea of Cortez (USA, 6 m).   Fri, 2/13, 4:00 pm.   
Directed by Michelle Nash.  The Sea of Cortez is one of the most 
lush, bio-diverse seas on this planet. Or at least it was. Located 
between mainland Mexico and the California Baja Peninsula, the 
Sea of Cortez has been called the “Aquarium of the World” being 
home to over 950 varieties of fish and 30 species of marine 
mammals. But this maritime treasure and the creatures that call 
it home are in danger.
One River, Many Relations (Canada, 62 m).   Sat, 2/14, 11:00 
am.  Directed by Michael Tayas.  The Alberta Oil Sands are one 
of the world’s most controversial industrial developments. They 
are the target of high profile protests and debate around the 
globe. One essential voice is excluded from any discourse on the 
issue; the voice of downstream indigenous communities. One 
River, Many Relations is a hard-hitting film that profiles the ex-
periences and insights of the Mikisew Cree First Nation and the 
Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation Dene. Two years in the 



PINKY - El Satyakatha (India, 123 m).   Sun, 2/15, 3:45 pm.  
Directed by Sudhin Thakur.  Story of an award winning wom-
an athlete who was charged with rape and accused of being 
a male. A brief glimpse into the political machinations that are 
hurting Indian sports in the present day.
Remember Your Roots (USA, 4 m).   Sat, 2/14, 6:30 pm.- High 
School Competition Entry.  Directed by Kaimana Idica, Billy 
Dean “Hanohano” Meyer, and Tierra Bartlotti (Maui Huliau Foun-
dation). Using stunning high resolution images from a DSLR 
camera, this team of high school students show the change in 
our relationship to Hawaiʻi’s natural resources over time. Part of 
the story is told from the perspective of an endemic Koa tree in 
Waikamoi Forest Preserve.

making, it documents both the benefits and damages associat-
ed with living in proximity of the oil sands.

Restoring Our Piko (USA, 7 m).   Sat, 2/14, 6:30 pm. - High 
School Competition Entry  Directed by Bernardo Buenrostro, 
Kaulana Pu’u, and Dylan Falces (Maui Huliau Foundation).   
Filmed by students during a four day trip to Kahoʻolawe, this film 
outlines the history of environmental degradation on the island, 
the restoration efforts of Kahoʻolawe Island Reserve Commis-
sion and the role of a county-funded solar installation in making 
the island more sustainable.
Return of the River (USA, 70 m).   Sat, 2/14, 4:45 pm.  Direct-
ed by John Gussman.  A group of people attempt the impossible: 
Change the opinion of a town and eventually the nation to re-
move two dams. The community comes to consensus, launches 
the largest dam removal in history, and in the process shows 
the way to a more sustainable future. Infused with hope, the film 
explores an unlikely victory for environmental justice and resto-
ration that led to the demolition of dams on the Elwha River in 
Washington State in August 2014.

REVOLUTION (Canada, 85 m).   Thurs, 2/13, 7 pm.   Directed 
by Rob Stewart.  Continuing the story of an adventurous journey 
around the world, this film is inspiring humanity to change the 
world and save our planet. Along with world renowned experts, 
the director learns that past evolutions can help solve some of 
our current and future environmental problems. Startling, beauti-
ful and provocative.



Song from the Forest (USA/Central Africa, 98 m).   Fri, 2/13, 
8:45 pm.   Directed by Michael Obert. As a young man, Amer-
ican Louis Sarno heard a song on the radio that gripped his 
imagination. He followed the mysterious sounds all the way to 
the Central African rainforest and found their source – the Bay-
aka Pygmies, a tribe of hunters and gatherers. Louis did not re-
turn home until 25 years later. Carried by the contrasts between 
rainforest and urban America, the stories of Louis and his son, 
Samedi, are interwoven to form a touching portrait of an extraor-
dinary man and his son.
A State of Emergency (USA, 12 m).   Sat, 2/14, 7 pm. – Col-
lege Competition Entry.  Directed by Sydney Guthrie. A short 
documentary discussing the drought in California, particularly 
how water shortages are affecting Southern California farmers, 
local relationships with policy-makers, and the environment. 
Through interviews and verite scenes with a local Ventura Coun-
ty farmer, with The California Secretary of Natural Resources, 
and with an environmental activist from The Surfrider Founda-
tion, this film delves into a deeper understanding of how the 
drought is affecting Californians on a personal level, and how 
they plan to address the drought as it comes closer to a point of 
no return.
Terra Firma (USA, 62 m).   Sun, 2/15, 6 pm.  Directed by Chris-
tine Anthony and Owen Masterson. Since 2001 over 280,000 
women have been sent to the Middle East to serve in the War 
on Terror. Often traumatized by their experiences, many return 
home with PTSD, unable to cope with the daily rigors of life.  
Terra Firma weaves together the stories of three women veter-
ans who were among the first to deploy, serving in Afghanistan, 
Kuwait and Iraq. After years of struggling, each has found ways 
to heal the hidden wounds of war through farming.
Tide Lines (Canada, 95 m).   Sat, 2/14, Noon.  Directed by 
Andrew Naysmith and Arwen Hunter.  Two brothers and a friend 
set sail from Mexico with a dream to circumnavigate the world 
and surf. In their 3-year 40,000-nautical mile journey crossing all 
the major oceans of the world and visiting some 40 countries, 
they discover endemic plastic pollution on ”pristine” beaches. 
The films shows how the local and global effects of the ocean’s 
pollution are intertwined and explores solutions.
TRUST of Alaska (USA, 8 m).   Thur. Feb 12, 5pm.  Directed 
by Our Children’s Trust.  Meet Nelson Kanuk, a 17-year old who 
learned how climate change was affecting his community. Nel-
son explains that the main problem facing the northern parts of 
the world is winter coming later and later. This increases erosion



due to permafrost melt, increases flooding due to warmer tem-
peratures, and intensifies storms because sea ice forms too late 
in the season now to provide a natural barrier for our coastal 
communities.
Vibrance and Abundance: A Future for Maui’s Reefs (USA, 6 
m).   Sat, 2/14, 6:30 pm. - High School Competition Entry  Direct-
ed by Lily Katz, Koali’i Pu’u, and Natalia Polinskey (Maui Huliau 
Foundation).   This documentary explores the formation of the 
Maui Nui Marine Resources Council and their community-based 
efforts to restore vibrance and abundance to Maui’s reefs.
Weir the Sockeye (USA, 34 m).   Sat, 2/14, 7 pm. – College 
Competition Entry  Directed by Gleb Mikhalev.  A weir is an 
obstruction to redirect or capture fish.  This film shows the day-
to-day work involved in managing a weir in southeast Alaska.
Who Owns Water? (USA, 50 m).   Sat, 2/14, 12:45 pm.  Direct-
ed by Michael and David Hanson. It’s a conflict once unthinkable 
in the deep green South. Three states are locked in battle over 
the diminishing fresh water that saw Atlanta go from a small 
town to the largest growing city in the US. In this stunningly-shot, 
award-winning documentary film, brothers Michael and David 
Hanson return to the source of their childhood river and paddle it 
to the Gulf of Mexico to take you deep into the Water Wars.

LIVE MUSIC TALENTS:
Shawn Foster  2/12/15 6:00-7:00 pm
Shawn Foster’s music is original and combines a variety of fla-
vors, from Latin, Flamenco, Jazz/Fusion, Blues and some mild 
acoustic Rock.

Ashley Rivera  2/12/15 8:30-9:00 pm
Ashley is known most for her soulful vocals and no-holds-
barred, in-your-face live shows. But look closer and you’ll find 
an artist with roots in traditional blues and Southern folk sto-
ry-telling.
Blacknell  2/12/15 10:00-11:00 pm
Mark Blacknell’s life is the stuff of legend, a spiritual roller 
coaster ride that took him round the world and back again.

Change The Oil  2/13/15 4:00-5:00 pm
Aptly named for an environmental festival, Change The Oil will 
rock us free from fossil fuels.



Jade’an Jourden  2/13/15 5:15-6:15 pm
Jay “Blue Jay” Jourden is a world renowned producer and 
musical/vocal artist as well as an accomplished concert pro-
moter/performer.

Endless Pools  2/13/15 9:00-10:00 pm
Endless Pools is a psychedelic surf rock band inspired by 
long days & nights at the shore, with influences ranging from 
the Beach Boys & the Velvet Underground to Mojave Three 
and the American Analog Set.
Lucky Mud  2/14/15 12:45-1:45 pm
Too honest for Nashville. Too gifted to compromise by writing 
songs by committee.  The music, and nothing but the music, 
matters.
Spacecoast  2/14/15 2:15-3:15 pm
“There’s a saying that goes beauty is in the eyes of the be-
holder, so I’d say good music is in the ears of the beholder,’’ 
says vocalist Max Wersinger of Lake Helen.

Keba  2/14/15 5:00-6:00 pm
Singer/Songwriter Keba William’s music is the perfect exam-
ple of old school meets new school. Her debut album, Wildfire 
is a fusion of R&B, Soul and Funk.

Dale Crider  2/15/15 12:00-1:00 pm
As both singer and biologist, Dale has conviced people of all 
ages that Florida wildlife habitats and the plants and animals 
dependent on them should be saved.

Greg Harry  2/15/15 1:15-2:15pm
I’ve been quadriplegic for 21 years, but there’s nothing like 
breaking your neck to know there is a way to start over!  Fas-
ten your seatbelt, the rides about to continue!

Eli and Bill  2/15/15 2:45-3:45pm
They can grip your heart, search your soul, change a mindset, 
or softly strike a funny bone, all the while leaving the audience 
with a sentiment for the common good we desire in all man-
kind.



Peter Carolin is a painter painting whose subject is the sky, 
participating in Pleinair events. He spends time in gorgeous 
open spaces watching the light change, clouds take shape 
and colors come and go.
Peter Carolin was selected as the 2008 Spring Arts Festival 
Poster Artist, also in 2004 for the anniversary poster for public 
radio station WUFT Classic 89.1. Carolin frequently donates 
his paintings to raise money for local environmental and 
humanitarian causes. His work hangs in many private and 
corporate collections and in public spaces such as Shands 
Hospital and AvMed. 

FEATURED ARTISTS: 

Lynne Buchanan is a fine art nature photographer whose 
work is featured at the Artisans Guild and the Tench Building.  
She’s currently working on an exhibition for the South Flori-
da Museum that will open in February 2016 on water issues 
in our State. Thirty-six of her photographs will be featured, 
accompanied by scientific displays. She plans to bring people 
around the state together on the water issue to help educate 
the public and increase awareness. 
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