
Home to four of the Big 5 
- lion, leopard, rhino and 
elephant

1
A unique safari experience 
against the backdrop of 
the vast white Etosha salt 
pan 

2
Waterholes offer exciting 
game viewing where up 
to 7 different species of 
game can be seen at once

3
Night drives, bush walks 
and rhino tracking on 
surrounding private 
reserves

4

ETOSHA
Famous for its wildlife, Etosha National Park supports 
114 species of mammal and over 340 species of bird

In the heart of the Etosha National Park is the 4,800 square kilometre salt pan surrounded by sparse shrubs and grassy plains, 

the perfect haven for animals. As vegetation in most areas is sparse, the animals have learnt to drink during the day when 

predators are inactive and it is the safest time to be out in the open.

Usually a shimmering white horizon, the pan only fills with water after a good rainy season and becomes a vast knee-deep 

lake. For the remainder, water is scarce and about 40 springs and waterholes along the pan’s southern edge attract large 

concentrations of every representative species in the park - especially in the dry season, which runs from April to September. The 

list of mammals and birds is long and Etosha National Park is a fantastic self-drive destination: the roads are excellent and the 

waterholes clearly marked.
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ETOSHA FACTS

1. Etosha means the ”great white place” and refers to the huge salt pan which covers 23% of the 22,270 square kilometre park - 

one of Africa’s largest national parks. The pan measures 120km long and up to 50km wide in places. 

2. Formed over 10 million years, this lake dried up after tectonic plate movement changed the course of the Kunene River from 

Angola.  

3. During the rainy season the pan sometimes fills with water to attract flamingos, pelicans and other water birds. In 1971, 

after a period of heavy rain, over 1 million flamingo were recorded. In recent years the pan has regularly held over 20,000 

waterbirds during the wet season. 

 

4. Etosha National Park was declared a nature conservation area under German administration in 1907 and opened its gates to 

tourists in 1955. 

5. Within the park there are 6 government-run accommodation options all with floodlit waterholes (except for Onkoshi) for 

night time game viewing: Okaukuejo is the main camp and the main entrance into the park; Namutoni is in the east with 

Halali situated in the middle; Dolomite Camp is in the northwest and Olifantsrus is the newest addition here with camping 

facilities only; Onkoshi is a more remote option far away from the public self-drive routes. 

6. The German colonial fort of Namutoni was originally built in 1901 and has been restored for use as restaurants and shops for 

tourists.  

7. The area is home to hundreds of species of mammals, birds and reptiles, including several threatened and endangered 

species such as the black rhinoceros. 

8. During the dry season, Etosha is malaria-free. Although the risk of contracting malaria is very low, in the wetter months from 

November to May, travellers are encouraged to take anti-malaria medication. 

It is not uncommon to find several species at one waterhole (left); 
There are over 2,500 elephant in Etosha National Park (above)
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ETOSHA LANDMARKS

Okaukuejo: The floodlit waterhole at Okaukuejo draws all types of wildlife day and night, including elephants, lions and black 

rhinoceros, particularly during the lengthy dry season. This is the most popular and well-known waterhole inside the park.

Namutoni: Built into an old German Fort, Namutoni has a unique atmosphere and you can enjoy an elevated view from the walls 

of the fort or spend time game viewing from the floodlit King Nehale Waterhole.

Halali: Situated halfway between Namutoni and Okaukuejo, Halali has thicker vegetation which makes it popular with leopard, 

rhino and elephant. Here the floodlit Moringa waterhole is also a drawcard.

Onkoshi: Secluded from the busy game-viewing route and on the border of the salt pan, views over the silvery pan are incredible 

and the experience feels exclusive.

Dolomite Camp: In a previously restricted area of the park, this is the most untouched area for game viewing, with much less 

traffic than the other areas of the park. 

Olifantsrus Camp: On the north-western part of the park, Olifantsrus offers camping facilities and several waterholes for 

excellent game viewing.  

Waterholes: There are more than 40 waterholes at Etosha, each with its own strengths. The best waterholes for consistently good 

wildlife viewing are Klein Namutoni, Chudop, Kalkheuwel, Goas, Moringa and Rietfontein.

Private Reserves: There are a number of privately owned lodges on the borders of the park with many on private reserves. While 

game viewing is not as diverse, there is still very good game viewing and higher accommodation standards - and you can still 

enjoy game drives into Etosha National Park.  

Entrance Gates: Etosha National Park is accessible through four gates: Anderson Gate on the southern end; Von Lindequist Gate 

lies in the east; Galton Gate is on the south-western side of the park and King Nehale Gate is on the north-eastern side.

Etosha National Park boasts numerous waterholes, including both natural springs and 
fountains and others fed by man-made bore holes. 
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ETOSHA TIPS

• Stay inside the park for access to the floodlit waterholes or stay on a private reserve outside the park gates at a lodge or 

camp with its own waterhole. 

• The standard of the lodges and camps within the park are not as high as privately owned camps and lodges outside the park 

gates. When choosing to stay inside the park, know that you do so for the location and not necessarily the accommodations.  

• Pay all the park entrance fees at once for all the days you plan to enter the park, just keep the receipt as proof. Entry permits 

cost ZAR 150 per person day for international visitors plus a vehicle fee of ZAR 50 per day (subject to change). 

• Opening and closing times change weekly based on sunrise and sunset. Head into the park as the gates open at sunrise or 

plan to exit the park just before the gates close at sunset. Game drives early morning and late afternoon will often yield the 

best sightings when wildlife is more active. 

• Grab a map of Etosha when paying your park entry fees. This will show where all the waterholes are and which routes are 

possible. 

• Make sure you do not have any plastic bags in the vehicle. These are not allowed into the park. Use a paper bag or store your 

goods in a cool box. 

• There are only a few places to stop inside the park when on game drives. At some of these stops there are toilets available. 

Remember that you may not, for any reason, get out of your vehicles inside the park.   

• When entering Etosha National Park, every visitor has to show proof of identification, either in form of a passport, drivers 

license or ID due to the poaching incidents.

Over 700 lion live in Etosha - the low density of trees, sparse shrubs and grassy plains  
make them easier to spot 
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ETOSHA WEATHER

For the highest concentrations of wildlife around Etosha’s waterholes you’ll want to travel in the ‘dry season’ from May to 

December. This is when the animals congregate at waterholes as there is little water in the bush and the bush is also less dense 

which means sighting are easier. This is also peak season, so you will need to arrange accommodation well in advance as the 

lodges and camps book up quickly. June to August bring dry and very clear air, but cold nights; come prepared with warm layers 

for early morning game drives. The ‘rainy season’ would be roughly from December to the end of March. During this period many 

of the plains game like springbok, zebra and wildebeest give birth and there is a lot of activity with young wildlife, rutting males 

and great birding.
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ETOSHA DISTANCES

The speed limit in the park is 60 km per hour but we suggest travelling at 40 km per hour so you see more animals. Allow two 
to three hours (even more) to get from one camp to the other. In essence driving between camps in the park is a full day’s 
game drive.
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