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Why we care about Images in SEO

On the average Web page, users have time to read at most 28% of the words during 

an average visit; 20% is more likely.

https://www.nngroup.com/articles/how-little-do-users-read/

Source: Nielson Norman Group

ά¢ƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘΦ bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ Řƻ ǘƘŜȅ ƎƛǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀ ǊŜǎǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭƭƻǿ ƳŜ ǘƻ 
connect on a different level. Sometimes I might be able to communicate an idea better with 
ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƳŀƎŜΦ Lǘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ŎƭƛŎƪΦέ

AJ Kohn ςSEO Specialist & Columnist (aka: Blind Five Year Old)

http://www.blindfiveyearold.com/are-you-winning-the-attention-auction



Why we care about Images in SEO

Engages the Visitor
Increase Time on site, decrease Bounce Rate (pogo-sticking)

Helps Tell the Story
The right image(s) help users better understand written content and break up large blocks of text.

Creates Emotional Connection with 

the Content or Brand

Opens doors to more Visibility & Traffic
Images occupy high-value real estate on Search Engine Result Pages, frequently above the organic 
results and the page fold.

Image: iStock  Devrimb | 1186687878



Credit: Jumpshot& SparkTorohttps://sparktoro.com/blog/less-than-half-of-google-searches-now-result-in-a-click/

https://sparktoro.com/blog/less-than-half-of-google-searches-now-result-in-a-click/


²ŀƛǘΣ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ DƻƻƎƭŜ ǎŀȅ bƻǘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ 
Stock Photos?

Not Really
In June 2020 John Mueller responded when 
asked if using stock images affect rankings: 

άLǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǿŜō-search directly. 
CƻǊ ƛƳŀƎŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŀǎ 
ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΣ ƛǘΩƭƭ ōŜ ƘŀǊŘŜǊΦέ

Certainly use authentic imagery where it makes 

the most sense, but no, Stock Photos are not a 

negative in SEO, however it will make trying to 

rank for Image Search more difficult. https://www.seroundtable.com/stock-photography-for-google-web-search-does-not-matter-29699.html
https://twitter.com/JohnMu/status/1276780065938911233

https://www.seroundtable.com/stock-photography-for-google-web-search-does-not-matter-29699.html
https://twitter.com/JohnMu/status/1276780065938911233


What Images Unlock ςmore traffic

ÅUsers click on rich results 58% 
of the time, compared to a 
CTR of 41% for non-rich 
results.

Å Images are a required element 
for Google Discovery, News, 
AMP Articles and many other 
features or rich results.

SERP Features:  https://www.semrush.com/sensor/  User CTR study: Milestone Researchhttps://www.searchenginejournal.com/google-serp-study-which-rich-results-
get-the-most-clicks/382445/  Image: iStock  Nazan Akpolat| 1163555094


