
 

 

           
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                                     
April 20, 2020 

 
FRIENDS OF THE NATIONAL WORLD WAR II MEMORIAL RECEIVES  

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES CHAIRMAN’S GRANT AWARD 
Grant to fund an educational program marking the 76th anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi concentration camps in 1945 

 
Washington, D.C. - The Friends of the National World War II Memorial (Friends) announced today that it received a Chairman’s 
grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities to host an educational program exploring the liberation of the Nazi death 
camps during World War II. 
 
“We are honored and humbled to receive a prestigious chairman’s grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities,” said 
Josiah Bunting III, chairman of the Friends of the National World War II Memorial. “It will allow us to grow our tradition of 
providing educational and commemorative programs in support of the National World War II Memorial and the inspiring legacy of 
the World War II generation.” 
 
The program will feature New York Times best-selling author Alex Kershaw, whose book The Liberator: One World War II 
Soldier’s 500-Day Odyssey from the Beaches of Sicily to the Gates of Dachau, was recently adapted into a limited four-part series 
by Netflix. It will be held at the Army and Navy Club in Washington, D.C. on April 29, 2021, at 10:30am EST. There will be 
limited in-person attendance in accordance with local and CDC guidelines and the presentation will also be available live online. 
The program is free and open to the public; however, registration is required via the Friends website: 
https://www.wwiimemorialfriends.org/booktalk-liberator 
 
Kershaw will recount the remarkable battlefield journey of U.S. Army officer Felix Sparks through the Allied liberation of Europe, 
the subject of his best-selling book, followed by a discussion and live Q&A.  
 
April 29 is the date that the 42nd and 45th Infantry Divisions and the 20th Armored Division liberated 32,000 prisoners at the 
Dachau concentration camp in Germany. 
 
About Friends of the National World War II Memorial (www.wwiimemorialfriends.org): 
Friends of the National World War II Memorial (Friends), based in Washington, D.C., is a 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to 
teaching the lessons of yesterday to unite the generations of tomorrow. Founded in 2007 by the creators of the National World War 
II Memorial, Friends brings visitors together for national ceremonies and experiences at the Memorial and for online educational 
programs centered around the themes of American unity, shared values and ideals, and the spirit of community. 
 
About the National Endowment for the Humanities (www.neh.gov) 
Created in 1965 as an independent federal agency, the National Endowment for the Humanities supports research and learning in 
history, literature, philosophy, and other areas of the humanities by funding selected, peer-reviewed proposals from around the 
nation. Additional information about the National Endowment for the Humanities and its grant programs is available at: 
www.neh.gov. 
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For media inquiries: 
  
Friends of the National World War II Memorial 
Sam Smith, Public Education Officer 
202.543.0878 / ssmith@wwiimemorialfriends.org  


