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 By any standards this last year has been unique for us all.  On one hand, huge global events have played out             
remotely across the media and our various screens while, at the same time, we have been ‘confined to barracks’.  
Most of us have been living in very close company with our families and local communities and been unable to follow 
our normal patterns of work, recreation, and social life.   

Some have been touched tragically by the COVID pandemic and by the ‘normal’ dramas of life without the solace of 
having friends and family close by.  The last 12 months has been brutally tough for a great many people and even the 
most sympathetic attempts to understand individual isolation are bound to fall short.    

Of course, we have all sought in our own ways to be stoic and competent and we have found new channels through 
which we can stay in touch.  Indeed, I sense that across the last year a range of friendships will have been rekindled 
or reinforced simply because we have had more time on our hands.  Amongst others, we have marked Cavalry     
Memorial, The Regimental Dinner and the anniversary of Operation GRANBY on Zoom!   

Whilst there will be many aspects of the year that we would not wish to replay, I judge that we will want to continue to 
focus intently on our relationships and the things that really matter - in particular perhaps, remembering those that we 
have lost along the way.   

With this in mind, we are planning to come together in September to not only mark the anniversary of the                    
Amalgamation but also the formation our Regiment - 50 years old this year.  We have plans in place that should    
remain flexible to both COVID and the Commitments Plot (that relentless programme of military training and          
deployments that is the Regiment’s core business).   

I hope we will be able to share our celebrations with The City of Edinburgh, with those at Leuchars and our wider   
regimental family.  To this end, please mark 2 - 5 September in your diaries.   As part of a rich programme of events, I 
hope very much that we will be able to hold a Drumhead Service to bless the Regiment ’s future and its people but 
also to hold a service to remember all those that we have lost – through whatever cause.  We will pass on the details 
as soon as we can.   

With Spring now almost upon us and as the vaccination programme starts to take effect - and it has been uplifting to 
see grey berets and our people supporting the effort in Scotland - we can now start to contemplate how we might 
gradually return to new and more positive rhythms.   

I know that there will be a fair few who have needed to endure the ups and downs of furlough or redundancy and you 
should know that we are all thinking of you.  I guess that most of us will have had time to reflect on our work-life     
balance, how to make ends meet, how to entertain ourselves, to stay fit, to home-school and how to contribute      
usefully.  Some will have been heads down in vital work and voluntary contributions. “Thank You” for all you have 
done.   
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Letter from Colonel Of Regiment 

Home Headquarters 
The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards 
(Carabiniers and Greys) 

Edinburgh Castle 

EH1 2YT 

 

Telephone:  0131 310 5100 

 

From: Brigadier H D Allfrey, MBE Colonel 

The Regimental Family 

Dear All, 
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Now too, a good proportion may be contemplating a return to work in the coming months, with an anxious eye to what 
it might be like.  Others perhaps may be opting for more profound changes in lifestyle.  Come what may, our options 
and choices are bound to play out over the coming months.    

However it looks to be panning out for you and yours, I hope that you remain, as best you can, safe and sound.  As 
ever too, I hope that if you need support or help, you feel that you can raise a hand.   

Warmest best wishes as ever 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gold Medal won by Lieutenant Colonel Douglas Stewart DSO MC 



 

Letter from Commanding Officer 

Let me begin by paying tribute to Lieutenant Colonel Fraser McLeman for his superb stewardship of the Regiment;      

I found it in excellent spirits and as strong in its foundations as any incoming Commanding Officer could hope for.        

I wish him and Katie well in their next chapter, both having given their all over the past two and a half years. 

At the time of the last newsletter, the country had begun to steadily ratchet up COVID-19 restrictions, ultimately     

leading to the current lockdown.  Meanwhile, with a robust and responsive framework to ensure Force Health          

Protection, the Army has largely been able to continue its core activities, albeit in different ways and often dispersed.   

Some such arrangements were perhaps unthinkable before the pandemic, such as regimental PT under individual            

arrangements, logged online using the Strava app. 

In September, a battlecamp in Kirkudbright signalled the Regiment’s resumption of military training, in which the 

Squadrons were able to focus on reconnaissance skills and live-fire tactical training, mounted and dismounted.  This 

was valuable in restoring the focus on core military training after the cancellation of major training events and various 

commitments to the national COVID Support Force.  It also allowed the Regiment to demonstrate its ability to train  

collectively whilst applying sensible and responsible COVID-19 mitigations, which were highly commended by external 

observers.  As ever, training is never complete, and the Squadrons have continued to exploit the real estate available 

on the fringes of the airfield at Leuchars and the ease of training on private land in Scotland. 

From the start of the New Year, the Regiment once again played its part in the national response to the pandemic,  

predominantly in support to vaccinations.  we were committed to enabling the local NHS boards by establishing      

vaccination sites at various municipal centres around Scotland.  As most readers will have seen in the news, the      

success of this operation prompted a visit by the Prime Minister at the end of January, highlighting its importance amid 

a flurry of activity by Grey Berets.  Over several weeks, eleven SCOTS DG teams of eight established fifty-three      

vaccination sites, mainly in the Central Belt but some further afield, drawing much praise from the local authorities for 

their professionalism.  Simultaneously, we have been providing planning and liaison support to the NHS in Tayside, 

and medics to deliver vaccinations in Edinburgh and to augment the NHS in Northern Ireland.  All those involved have 

relished these roles, knowing that they have supported the national main effort and drawing on the very clear sense of 

appreciation by the general public.   

Now released from the majority of these commitments, in March we undertake annual firing at Warcop and              
Castlemartin in preparation for a Battlegroup training evolution spanning May and June.  Initially, Battlegroup        
Headquarters will be put through the mill at the Combined Arms Staff Trainer in Warminster, followed by the main    
deployment on Exercise Wessex Storm between Thetford and Salisbury Plain, including theatre entry, live-fire and  
tactical simulation phases.  Beyond that, we have a programmed exercise in Oman in the autumn, on which we are 

set to deploy one Squadron, a small Battlegroup Headquarters and supporting elements. 

From: Lieutenant Colonel G G Craig SCOTS DG 

  

 
 

  

The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards 
(Carabiniers and Greys) 
Waterloo Lines 
Leuchars Station 
St Andrews 
Fife KY16 0JX 
  

Mil 95151 7039 
Civ 01334 857039 

 
The Regimental Family 

 

Dear All, 
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Unsurprisingly, Adventure Training has been limited for much of the period, but given the opening in the early autumn, 

a contingent of seventy from across all Squadrons undertook a multi-activity package in the Cairngorms.  A similar 

package is planned for April.  Sport has been more limited less for certain individual pursuits, and ‘Tin Run’ charity 

events which have supported local food banks.  Naturally, teams and organisers of sport throughout the   Regiment are 

eager to confirm their fixtures as soon as conditions allow. 

Absent the usual run of family events, the Welfare team has been taking the party to the families, dropping off gifts and 

party bags to their homes.  And reflecting the mental health concerns writ large across society, the team is currently 

driving a focus on mental health awareness for all ranks. 

The Pipes and Drums continue their rise, and it will be news to few, if any, that they played at the Cenotaph on        

Remembrance Sunday, eliciting a letter of congratulations for their first-class performance from our Colonel-in-Chief.  

The Regiment remains at near full strength and is projected to improve further still.  After a little under a year in post, 

but a period in which he has been instrumental in sustaining the morale component, RSM McCann gains his           

commission and is succeeded by RSM Brown.  

As the challenges of emerging from lockdown continue to loom large even as the stages of that journey are unveiled, 

we find ourselves in an optimistic but still conditions-based footing – we’ll know things are definitely happening on the 

day they start!  It is my sincere hope that we can come together for an ERE event on 2 September and then as the   

wider Regimental family for the 50
th
 anniversary of our amalgamation on 3-4 September.  Until then, please keep in 

touch and keep safe. 

My very best wishes, 

Graeme Craig 

 

 

 

Lieutenant Colonel Craig taking over command from Major Marjoribanks 
who held the reins when Lieutenant Colonel McLeman left. 
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SAVE THE DATE - THURSDAY 1ST JULY 2021 

The Cavalry Lunch Club will meet for lunch in The Cavalry and Guards Club on Thursday 1st July 2021. Sir Richard 
Dearlove, former Chief of the Secret Intelligence Service (MI6), will be our guest. Booking details will be announced 
via LinkedIn and the HQ RAC Website in due course. 

 
Sir Richard Billing Dearlove KCMG, OBE 

 

Sir Richard served as Chief (known as ‘C’) of the British Secret Intelligence Service (SIS), also known as MI6, from  
August 1999 until his retirement in July 2004.  He was a spy master for thirty-eight years and served in Nairobi,      
Prague, Paris, Geneva and Washington as well as in a number of key London-based posts. 

 

Sir Richard was elected the Master of Pembroke College, Cambridge, in 2004. Pembroke College, founded in 1347 is 
the University’s third oldest College.  During Sir Richard’s eleven-year tenure the College was notably successful.   

He is now Chair of Trustees of the University of London, a trustee of Kent School, Connecticut, Honorary Fellow of 
Queens’ College Cambridge, adviser to several international companies, Chairman of Ascot Underwriting and a       
Director of Kosmos Energy. 

 

He is married to Rosalind, Lady Dearlove.  They have two sons and a daughter.  

Cavalry Lunch Club  

Cavalry Memorial Parade 

 

 

 

 

The Combined Cavalry Old Comrades Association, who are responsible for 
organising the annual Cavalry Memorial Parade and Service, are currently 
considering a number of options for 2021. They plan to announce their      
decision in the middle of March.   The Colonel of the Regiment will then    
decide how the Regiment should mark the day.  If the parade does go ahead 
on Sunday 9 May 2021 and  circumstances allow it, there will be an officers’ 
lunch in the Cavalry and Guards Club as normal.  The price for that will be 
£42.00 per person.  More details will be promulgated when known. 



 

Diary Of Events 

ALL SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION 
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    2021     

     

    Mar-21     

  Mar Sprot Cup (Postponed  until October) Bughtrig 

  Mar Op GRANBY Lunch—Scotland Branches (Postponed)   

 TBC Mar North East of England Branch Dinner   

          

    Apr-21     

  Apr Hunter Chase and Lunch (Cancelled)  

          

    May-21     

Thu 6 May Association AGM (Virtual) (TBC)  

Fri 7 May Council Meeting  London 

 TBC May London & South East of England Branch Reunion  

Sun 9 May Cavalry Memorial Parade and Lunch   

          

  Jun-21   

 Fri  18 Jun Anniversary of Waterloo (1815)    

Sat 26 Jun Armed Forces Day Scarborough 

     

    Jul-21     

 TBC Jul South West of England Branch Dinner at Chairman’s 

House 

 

 TBC Jul North West of England & Wales Barnch Chairmans 

BBQ 

 

          

    Aug-21     

          

    Sep-21     

Fri 3 Sep 50th Anniversary Parade (TBC) Edinburgh 

Fri 3 Sep 50th Anniversary Dinners (TBC) Leuchars 

Sat 4 Sep 50th Anniversary Highland Games (TBC) Leuchars 

 TBC Sep Glasgow & West of Scotland Branch Dinner  

 Fri 17  Sep  Association Golf Meeting  (Venue TBC)    
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50th Anniversary Celebrations 

 

SCOTS DG 50 

The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards are looking forward to celebrating their 50
th

 Anniversary on 2 July 2021.  The    
serving regiment will mark the day of the amalgamation at the end of Ex WESSEX STORM with a Drumhead Service 
on Salisbury Plain before departing on summer leave. 

  

The current plan is to mark SCOTS DG 50 in September 2021 when it is hoped that C-19 restrictions will be more    
permissive. Please be patient and aware that this plan could change; if required SCOTS DG 50 events may be     
postponed until 2022. While the necessary permissions and approval are yet to be given, the following events are  
currently planned: 

  

Friday 3 September 2021 

 

 

 

  

Saturday 4 September 2021 

  

 

6-22 September 2021 

Exercise EAGLES DRIVE – A troop level driver training and communications exercise with the route following the  
Scottish Coast and Border anti-clockwise from Leuchars around Scotland. There will be opportunities for Association 
and Community engagement which will be publicised when the plan is confirmed.  

  

Accommodation 

Due to an increase in the number of service people at Leuchars Station there will be no accommodation available on 
camp. 

  

Invitations 

Once the events are authorised invitations will be distributed by Home Headquarters. 

Time Event Location Cost 

AM Association Memorial Church     
Service 

Canongate Kirk Free 

1130 – 1200 
TBC 

Regimental Parade Castle Street - Palace of Holyroodhouse Free 

1200- 1230 
TBC 

Drumhead Service Palace of Holyroodhouse Ticketed event TBC 

1230 -1530 
TBC 

Garden Party Palace of Holyroodhouse Ticketed event TBC 

1830- Association / Mess Events Edinburgh / Leuchars Ticketed events TBC 

Time Event Location Cost 

1100-1700 TBC Regimental Highland Games Leuchars Free 
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Exercise Eagle’s Peloton 

It is the intention of members of the Regiment to cycle the NC500 over 7 days from the 9 August 2021 – 16 August 
2021. 

 

It is hoped  15 SCOTS DG soldiers, officers along with members of the Regimental Association will cover the route. 

Anyone will be able to join a leg of their choice; if you only want to cycle one day, and can make your own way there, 
you are welcome to join us. 

  

We will be accommodated in various campsites during the event. 

  

As well as cycling the route, we are supporting the Caring for Courage Charity. 

 

Point of Contact: Staff Sergeant Davy Steel 

Mobile Number  07841 437836.  Email David.steel569@mod.gov.uk.  Civ Email davysteel@hotmail.com  

mailto:David.steel569@mod.gov.uk
mailto:davysteel@hotmail.com
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In Memoriam 

Obituaries. The Editor of the Eagle and Carbine relies on friends and 
relatives to provide timely and meaningful contributions to record the 
life and achievements of former members of the Regiment. 

 All such material and good quality (and resolution) pictures of the     
deceased should be sent in the first instance to Home Headquarters. 
Readers are encouraged to submit obituaries which can be in any form 
and length by 1 December 2021. 

It is with regret that we inform you of the deaths of: 

Officers 

B E (Brian) Allfrey 
A P (Anthony) Sykes 
M C (Christian Pol Roger 
Maj A J (Tony) Crease MBE BEM 
Lt Col A M (Aidan) Sprot MC JP 

Greys 1957-1958 
Greys 1958-1959 
Honorary Officer  
Greys/SCOTS DG 1964-2001 
Greys 1940-1962 

Aberdeen & North 
of Scotland 

  

Edinburgh & East 
of Scotland 

Mr W (William) Kerr 
Mr W J (William) Bigham 
Mr A (Alexander) Beagrie 
Mr I (Ian) Moncur 

Greys 1960-1966 
Greys 1953-1956 
Greys 1956-1959 
SCOTS DG 1975-1993 

Glasgow & West 
of Scotland 

Mr H (Hugh) Paterson Greys/SCOTS DG 1971-1983 

North East of  
England 

Mr E G (Ted) Burkinshaw 
Mr A N (Alfred) Dobson 
Mr A W (Bill) Entwistle 

Greys 1947-1969 
Greys 1949-1951 
Greys 1944-1948 

North West of 
England & Wales 

Mr A (Tony) Riley 
Mr T E (Tommy) Jones 
Mr E E (Eric) Shaw 

3DG/SCOTS DG 1962-1978 
3DG/SCOTS DG 1970-1992 
3DG/SCOTS DG 1951-1977 

London & South 
East of England 

Mr K A (Kenneth) Rayner 
Mr D (Donald) McSweeney 

SCOTS DG 1972-1977 
3DG 1953-1968 

South West of 
England 

Mr W I (William) McDonald Greys 1963-1971, then QRH 

No Branch  
Affiliation 

Mr S (Steven) Cairns 
Mr T (Tim) Rowan 
Mr M (Matthew) Houston 
Mr J (Ian) Dick 
Mr R (Rod) Robertson 

SCOTS DG 1987-1998 
SCOTS DG 1972-1994 
SCOTS DG 1978-1987 
Greys late 50’s– early 60’s 
SCOTS DG 1971-1980 



 

Home Headquarters, Museum and Shop 

Telephone lines:  Civil  0131 310 + Ext Edinburgh Military (9)4740 + Ext   

Regimental Secretary Major Jamie Erskine MBE 5100 

Assistant Regimental Secretary Miss Sharon McConnell 5102 

HQ Office Mr Colin Mack 5102  

Museum Curator Dr Jim Gledhill 0131 310 5138  

Shop  Miss Teresa Park, Mr Allan Nelson 0131 220 4387 

Home Headquarters homehq@scotsdg.org.uk 

Museum and Archives scotsdgmuseumcurator@gmail.com  

Museum Shop www.scotsdgshop.com 

Regimental Website www.scotsdg.mod.uk 

Regimental Association Website www.scotsdgassn.org.uk 

Home Headquarters 
The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards 

(Carabiniers and Greys) 
The Castle, EDINBURGH, EH1 2YT 

Staff at Edinburgh Castle  
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Home Headquarters Notice 

 

This has been another strange six months although the office has been manned throughout the year. However,      

restrictions have meant some staff have had to work from home on occasions to avoid having too many people in the 

office at one time. 

The Autumn Newsletter was printed when plans for events to be held in the latter part of the year were still pencilled 

into the diary but with no certainty they would proceed.  Sadly, the situation meant that all events were cancelled    

although the Regiment was represented at some Armistice Day/ Remembrance Day events throughout the country.   

To replace the Officers’ Dinner in December, a virtual dinner was held to which people could join and listen to    

speeches from the President of the Council, the Colonel of the Regiment, the Chairman of the Association and    

members of the Regiment. In addition, the Pipes and Drums played two sets and a message from the Colonel in Chief 

was read out.  It had been hoped to hold an Officers’ lunch in London on 25 February 2021 to mark the 30
th
             

anniversary of Operation GRANBY.  While this had to be postponed, a team under Lieutenant Colonel John Sharples 

arranged a ZOOM gathering that evening. It is still hoped to hold Association dinners in the south and in Scotland this 

year to mark this anniversary. However, planning for these events is currently on hold.  

The saddest role of Home Headquarters is to pass on details of deaths.  There always seems to be a relatively large 

number at the end and beginning of the years. This was no exception in the late 2020 early 2021 period and, while 

every death is mourned equally, the Regiment lost three particular personalities in December and January, namely     

M Christian Pol-Roger who was hugely generous to the Regiment and an Honorary Officer, Major Tony Crease and 

Lieutenant Colonel Aidan Sprot.   Full obituaries of them and the many others who are no longer with us will appear in 

the Eagle and Carbine. 

Looking ahead, the Sprot Cup and the Regimental Race have been postponed until later in the year or next year and 

the details for the Cavalry Memorial Parade and Service due to take place on 9 May are to be confirmed.  The        

decision about the parade will be made in the middle of March.  

mailto:homehq@scotsdg.org.uk
mailto:scotsdgmuseumcurator@gmail.com
mailto:www.scotsdgshop.com
http://www.scotsdg.mod.uk/
mailto:www.scotsdgassn.org.uk
mailto:www.scotsdgassn.org.uk
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Regimental Tweed 

 

Tweed in the traditional weave and colour is held at Home Headquarters. If you wish to order tweed please contact 
the Assistant Regimental Secretary . 

Two types are available, Field Weight, suitable for country suit, jacket or shooting suit and  Light Weight, suitable for 
town or summer wear. 

 

            Field Weight £31.50 per metre 

            Light Weight £29.50 per metre 

 

            Prices exclude Postage and Packaging 

 

 

 

The Regimental and Museum Shop 

The Castle opened to a limited number of visitors at the end of July and the shop re-opened at the end of August,  
after modifications were done to allow greater air circulation and meet the government guidelines. While numbers  
visiting the Shop were low, the income was very welcome and much needed.  Sadly, the Castle closed on 23         
December and so the shop had to close again. However, online sales have continued throughout and the staff are on 
hand to deal and despatch orders.              

The website of the Shop is www.scotsdgshop.com 

Harnessing Our Network  

By now most people will have heard of the expression-Harnessing our Network-the project to create a new and joined 
up website which brings the Regimental family closer together. This project has moved ahead over the last few 
months under the guidance of Christian Melville and with input from representatives of the Serving Regiment, the   
Association, the Regimental Trust, the Museum, the Shop and Home Headquarters. Mr Alan Connor has been      
contracted to pull the website together and, as this Newsletter goes to print, the design stage is nearing completion. 
The next stage is to develop it and it is hoped to roll it out to everyone within the next few months. 

mailto:www.scotsdgshop.com
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Regimental Museum 

Museum Refurbishment 
 
Despite the Covid-19 situation the Museum has continued to plan to replace the air conditioning system and appointed 
the company Taylor and Fraser to begin the work in March 2021. The Paisley-based firm has previously worked on the 
redevelopment of the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders’ Museum at Stirling Castle.  
 
Operation Granby 30th Anniversary 
 
To mark the anniversary of the end of Operation Granby this month we are looking to collect material documenting the           
regiment’s part in the Gulf War. If you have any artefacts, photographs or other items you think the Museum would be           
interested in please contact the Curator by email. 
 
New SCOTS DG Website 
 
The Museum has produced a History section for the new regimental website. This contains pages on the historic     
battles and campaigns, regimental music, war memorials and more. The new website will feature archive photographs, 
film and learning resources for children.     
 
The Regimental Archive 
 
Just a reminder that the Museum is also responsible for the Regimental Archive at Edinburgh Castle and we are     
always looking for new material. The Archive contains many wonderful photographs dating back to the antecedent  
regiments’ campaigns in the 19th century. There are big gaps however, and we are particularly short of photographs 
from the recent history of the SCOTS DG itself. If you have any good quality photographs (original prints rather than 
digital copies) and would be willing to donate these to the Archive please contact the Curator. 
 
Dr Jim Gledhill 
Curator 
scotsdgmuseumcurator@gmail.com     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3rd Carabiniers with Vickers tanks at Sialkot, India,  

late 1930s.  

SCOTS DG patrol 
near Keady,      
South Armagh, 
1971.  

mailto:scotsdgmuseumcurator@gmail.com
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https://manyatta.co/products/copy-of-royal-scots-dragoon-guards-horizontal-stable-belt-design?
_pos=2&_sid=3f335024a&_ss=r 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://manyatta.co/products/royal-scots-dragoon-guards?_pos=3&_sid=3f335024a&_ss=r 

 

If you would like to order a belt please follow the links provided. 

 

 

Royal Scots Dragoon Guards    
Vandyke stable belt design 

Made for & recommended by Royal Scots Dragoon 
Guards customers. The Royal Scots Dragoon 
Guards (Carabiniers and Greys) (SCOTS DG) is 
a cavalry regiment of the British Army, and the  
senior Scottish regiment. The regiment, through 
the Royal Scots Greys, is the oldest surviving      
Cavalry Regiment of the Line in the British Army. 

 

MAASIA BELTS  

 

Royal Scots Dragoon Guards - horizontal 
stable belt design 

Made for highly recommended by Royal Scots Dragoon 
Guards customers. The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards 
(Carabiniers and Greys) (SCOTS DG) is a cavalry regiment of 
the British Army, and the senior Scottish regiment. The    
regiment, through the Royal Scots Greys, is the oldest       
surviving Cavalry Regiment of the Line in the British Army. 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmanyatta.co%2Fproducts%2Fcopy-of-royal-scots-dragoon-guards-horizontal-stable-belt-design%3F_pos%3D2%26_sid%3D3f335024a%26_ss%3Dr&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.Mcconnell391%40mod.gov.uk%7C96d992aa98634
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmanyatta.co%2Fproducts%2Fcopy-of-royal-scots-dragoon-guards-horizontal-stable-belt-design%3F_pos%3D2%26_sid%3D3f335024a%26_ss%3Dr&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.Mcconnell391%40mod.gov.uk%7C96d992aa98634
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmanyatta.co%2Fproducts%2Froyal-scots-dragoon-guards%3F_pos%3D3%26_sid%3D3f335024a%26_ss%3Dr&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.Mcconnell391%40mod.gov.uk%7C96d992aa98634509a42c08d8c3766e93%7Cbe7760ed5953484b
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmanyatta.co%2Fproducts%2Fcopy-of-royal-scots-dragoon-guards-horizontal-stable-belt-design%3F_pos%3D2%26_sid%3D3f335024a%26_ss%3Dr&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.Mcconnell391%40mod.gov.uk%7C96d992aa
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmanyatta.co%2Fproducts%2Fcopy-of-royal-scots-dragoon-guards-horizontal-stable-belt-design%3F_pos%3D2%26_sid%3D3f335024a%26_ss%3Dr&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.Mcconnell391%40mod.gov.uk%7C96d992aa98634
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmanyatta.co%2Fproducts%2Fcopy-of-royal-scots-dragoon-guards-horizontal-stable-belt-design%3F_pos%3D2%26_sid%3D3f335024a%26_ss%3Dr&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.Mcconnell391%40mod.gov.uk%7C96d992aa98634
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmanyatta.co%2Fproducts%2Froyal-scots-dragoon-guards%3F_pos%3D3%26_sid%3D3f335024a%26_ss%3Dr&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.Mcconnell391%40mod.gov.uk%7C96d992aa98634509a42c08d8c3766e93%7Cbe7760ed595
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmanyatta.co%2Fproducts%2Froyal-scots-dragoon-guards%3F_pos%3D3%26_sid%3D3f335024a%26_ss%3Dr&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.Mcconnell391%40mod.gov.uk%7C96d992aa98634509a42c08d8c3766e93%7Cbe7760ed5953484b
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmanyatta.co%2Fproducts%2Froyal-scots-dragoon-guards%3F_pos%3D3%26_sid%3D3f335024a%26_ss%3Dr&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.Mcconnell391%40mod.gov.uk%7C96d992aa98634509a42c08d8c3766e93%7Cbe7760ed5953484b
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The Desert Rats Association are raising money to build a new Memorial in the National Memorial Arboretum to the 

men and women of the Desert Rats from 1940 to the modern day, who have served this country in war and peace.    

The new memorial will acknowledge the history of the Desert Rats using the insignia of the Desert Rat. It will be a  

stylised sculpture, with a mechanised quality and speaking of the predominance of armour used, both light and heavy, 

whilst representing the Desert Rat’s Jerboa. 

While the Regimental Trust has contributed to this memorial it is possible individuals may also wish to make a        
donation.  Details, including an image of the artist’s impression of the memorial can be found on their                     
website - http://www.desertrats.org.uk/assoc/  

Desert Rats Memorial    

The Mark IV Cromwell Tank on the plinth is a replica of 

"Little Audrey" 5 Able, "B" Squadron, 1st Royal Tank Regiment 

http://www.desertrats.org.uk/assoc/


 

Regimental Association  
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Chairman of the Association: Lieutenant Colonel A M (Andrew) Phillips, The Scrubs, Bisley, Stroud,  
           Gloucestershire, GL6 7BU 
                                               email: ipsandapes@aol.com                                                                                                                             
 

Association Secretary: Miss S (Sharon) McConnell, Home Headquarters, The Castle, Edinburgh EH1 2YT 

             Work: 0131 310 5102   

                                     email: homehqscotsdg@gmail.com 

 
 
NOTE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
 
 
It is always sad to hear of the passing of old comrades, but especially so regarding Lieutenant Colonel Aidan Sprot,   
Major Tony Crease and Monsieur Christian Pol Roger.  I feel most privileged to have known them and will always 
treasure their exceptional contribution to our illustrious regiment.   

 

Many of us have had first hand experience of relatives, friends and acquaintances being affected by the virus and 
have had to cope with the consequences of the NHS postponing treatment of other illnesses and operations. Despite 
funerals having to be private family affairs and many of us being unable to offer our condolences in the normal       
fashion, the current situation seems to have brought us closer together. 

 

Like many, I cannot wait to meet up once again and renew old friendships.  Despite making best use of the internet, 
the 'virtual' church services, Cavalry Memorial parade, regimental dinner and the Operation GRANBY battlegroup 
officers  reunion will never replicate the real thing.  Perhaps this will become the new norm?  I realise that I am   
showing my age by saying this, but I often think, will we ever return to where we left off and get back to how things 
used to be? It's bad enough trying to keep up with one's own family, let alone our extended regimental one.  One 
thing is certain, the Regimental Association has to cut its cloth accordingly and the 'Harnessing Our Network' IT     
initiative will hopefully ensure that the Association branches have a solid future. 

 

Together with Home Headquarters, our Branches have worked tirelessly in these very challenging circumstances.  
Some members have been furloughed or lost their jobs.  Others have been less fortunate. Our North East of England 
Branch has very sadly lost its chairman, who bravely fought a longstanding illness.   

 

GULF WAR 1- 30th ANNIVERSARY 

It's still too early to say how things will develop, but, in addition to the  'virtual' Operation GRANBY battle group      
officers dinner reunion held on 25 February 2021, it is hoped to have two 'physical' reunions for all battle group   
members later this year.  One will take place in Scotland and the other in England.  The Colonel of Regiment,      
Lieutenant Colonel John Sharples (the then SCOTS DG battle group commander) and Lieutenant Colonel Billy Raitt 
(battlegroup RSM) will hopefully be present along with as many veterans as possible.  An electronic commemorative 
pamphlet has been written by Lieutenant Colonel Mark Ravnkilde (then A Squadron Leader) and formatted by Major 
Roger Macmillan.  Plans are on hold until the government relaxes things sufficiently.   

 

Details will be promulgated by Home Headquarters.  In the meantime, I wish you all well. 

 

A M Phillips 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

mailto:ipsandapes@aol.com
mailto:homehqscotsdg@gmail.com
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Branch Notices 

Aberdeen and North of Scotland  

Chairman & Secretary: Mr A A (Alistair) Black, 24 Scolty Place, Banchory, Aberdeenshire, AB31 3WA 
   Home: 01330  822606  Fax: 01330 823100  Mobile: 07980 906080 
   email: alec2247@sky.com     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Regimental Standard of the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards 1971-1994 

We still hope to hold the annual branch dinner on Saturday 2 October 2021. If this is feasible details will be             

promulgated in the Autumn 2021 Newsletter. 

mailto:alec2247@sky.com


 

Edinburgh and East of Scotland  

Chairman & Secretary: Captain G (George) Aitchison, Brigend Cottage, Hownam, Kelso, Roxburghshire, TD5 8AL 
                          Home:  01573 440292    Mob: 07774 411561 
  

 

     

 As I put pen to paper for the Spring newsletter I can only hope that current events and restrictions will allow us to 

meet up and share in normal Branch life this year. 

Here is the Branch diary up to the end of 2021 

AGM 2021 

The annual AGM was do take place on  09 March 2021 in the Ukrainian Club Edinburgh, commencing at 1900hrs. 

This has now been cancelled the new date will be promulgated when known. 

 

ANNUAL DINNER 

This year’s dinner booked for 24 April 2021 and to be held at the Leonardo Murrayfield, has now had to be post-

poned . It is now hoped we can hold the dinner on 9 October 2021.  Can I remind those that paid for last year ’s Dinner 

that your finances are safe and will be carried on to this year’s Dinner. Proformas for the dinner will be pushed out 

when the date is confirmed. 

 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 14 NOVEMBER 2021 

The Remembrance Sunday Parade this year will, if circumstances allow,  be held at the Scots Greys Monument in 

Princes Street Gardens. Those attending are asked to gather in the area of the floral clock at 1030hrs 

 

NOTICES 

The Branch is still looking for a replacement Secretary. Anyone willing to take up this worthwhile position is asked to 

contact the Chairman. 

The Leven Gathering held in October requires a steady pair of hands to take over it’s running from Bob Swan. If      

anyone is interested in keeping this popular event going please contact Bob Swan.    

Further events for the remainder of this year will be published in due course. 

To you all continue to stay safe 

 

G Aitchison 

Chairman 
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An Other Rank’s 1796 Pattern Heavy Cavalry Sword and Scabbard 



 

Glasgow and West of Scotland  

Chairman: Capt William Melville McLaughlin, 456 Crow Road, Glasgow G11 7DR 
                  Home: 0141 357 0026 
                  email: willie11456@outlook.com  

 
Secretary: Mr R  (Ronny) Johnston, 16 Outdale Avenue, Prestwick, Ayrshire KA9 1EU 
                  Home: 01292 478437 Mob: 07947666731 
                  email: happy129@hotmail.com  
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2021  
Where do we start?  
We can either go down the doom and gloom way or the hope and optimism way……. 

Doom and gloom. Sit back and let this pandemic win and do nothing. This is not really an option for us. 
Hope is but a feeling of optimism, a thought that things will improve, it won’t always be bleak 

               and there’s a way to rise above the present circumstances. You know the way we will be going. 
 
We have a way out of this and we need to grab it with both hands. Most of us (about 80%) will have had the first part of 
the vaccine by now and some probably the second dose as well because we are old! Depending on the success of 
this, we should be able to return to some sort of normality in the coming months. Then it’s PARTY TIME! 
 
This year is very special for us being the 50

th
 Anniversary of our fine Regiment, so lots of celebrations should be taking 

place. I’m sure there are a few events in the planning stage awaiting finalisation when the time comes. 
 
The Chairman and Branch committee members do still keep in touch through zoom meetings, so the cogs are still 
churning away.  
 
Armed Forces Day Saturday 26 June 2021 – The National Event is currently still to be held in Scarborough but, as 
usual, we will be attending the Glasgow event on the same day.  
 
Association Golf Tournament – This will be held on 17 September 2021. A venue has still to be decided. 
 
West of Scotland Bowling Competition - This will be the same format as 2019, ie a Ryder Cup style event. Date and 
venue still to be decided but probably September. 
 
Branch Annual Dinner Night 2021 – It is hoped to hold this event in either late September or early October. More 
details on this once we speak to the hotel. 
 
Of course, all of these events are dependent on us all getting out of this current mess. It’s going to take a while but we 
will get there because we are after all “Second to None”.  
 

A captured Japanese officer’s sword 

mailto:willie11456@outlook.com
mailto:happy129@hotmail.com


 

North East of England  

Chairman: Vacant 
 
 
 
  
Secretary: Mr R B (Rod) Evans, 27 Westfield Avenue, Molescroft, Beverley, HU17 7HA 

      Home:  01482 866936 

      email: rod@bev27.karoo.co.uk 

  

Branch Dinner 2021.  

As we hopefully return to some form of normality and roll up one of our sleeves in the months ahead, the Branch will 
do all it can to ensure that a Reunion Dinner takes place in 2021.  However, this will depend on any continuing national 
disruption caused by the COVID 19 pandemic.  Our main priority must always focus on the safety and well being of our 
members and guests.  Stay safe. 

 

E-mail address to Branch Secretary.  Can all Branch members, who are new to the Internet, please send a simple 
contact e-mail to: rod@bev27.karoo.co.uk  This will be responded to and you will then be added to our Branch list. 
The same applies to any member who might have changed their e-mail address and not notified Home Headquarters 
or the Branch. Please take the time to send that e-mail.  Doing so also enables information from Home Headquarters, 
or other branches, to be passed on to you with the minimum amount of delay.    
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The Eagle of the French 45th Regiment of Infantry 

of the line captured by Sergeant Charles Ewart, 

2nd Royal North British Dragoons (Scots Greys), 

At the Battle of Waterloo, 18 June 1815. 

mailto:rod@bev27.karoo.co.uk
mailto:rod@bev27.karoo.co.uk


 

North West of England and Wales 

It is hoped to hold an annual dinner and reunion at sometime in 2021. Details will be promulgated when circumstances 
allow these events to go ahead. 

Chairman: Col J H S (John) MacLean, Pentre Heylin  Hall, Maesbrook, Oswestry, Shorpshire, SY10 8QH 
                                  Home: 01691 682242, Mob: 07719 350053 
                                  email: jhsmaclean@gmail.com  
  
Vice Chairman: Mr R A  (Dick) Hill BEM, 242 Shelley Road, Blacon, Chester, CH1 5UZ 
              Home:  01244 377935                  
              email: rahill12@hotmail.com 
  
Secretary:  Mr P (Peter) Farley 
       Home: 01244 520199                   
       email: pmafarley@btinternet.com  
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Regimental Guidon, 3 (The Prince of Wales’s) Dragoon Guards, 1820.  

mailto:jhsmaclean@gmail.com
mailto:rahill12@hotmail.com
mailto:pmafarley@btinternet.com


 

London and South East of England 

Chairman: Major H J (Howard) Elston, The Wool House, Netton, Salisbury, Wilts, SP4 6AW 
                  Home: 01722 783079  Mob: 07913595314 
                  email: helston54@gmail.com  
 
Secretary: Mr J (John) Rochester 
                  Work: 020 7881 5438   Mob: 07930 119274 
                     email: johnrochester@chelsea-pensioners.org.uk  
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Covid-19 and Infection Control Measures pretty much sum things up for the Branch in the recent past and look to be 

the way of the future. Lockdowns 1 to 3 and vulnerable members shielding themselves from all and sundry has 

meant that not a lot has gone on. The Branch has however endeavoured to keep in contact with the members 

through telephone, email, social media and even snail mail, sometimes successfully, others…well we tried! 

 

The one highlight was a very socially distanced gathering (within prevailing guidelines) and short service at the   

Carabiniers Memorial on the Embankment in December. Only 6 members were allowed but that was enough to 

make sure the event was conducted with due gravitas before some amber liquid was drunk albeit from polystyrene 

cups! If nothing else this has set the scene for what may have to be the norm for some other events in the future. But 

where we can meet, we will, even if it is digitally! For example our AGM, which has already had to be delayed a 

month, will be online. 

     

For the projected events that are normally held at the Royal Hospital Chelsea, please note that  the ‘Covid Secure’     

regime is taken very seriously there and ATD 4 is the baseline standard, so right now and for the foreseeable future 

there are not going to be any significant changes to the lockdown whilst the hospital remains at Covid State RED. 

Therefore, any events at the hospital will be internal with restricted attendance IF they take place at all. 

 

The one event we did encourage all to participate in was the 30
th
 Anniversary of Op GRANBY on Sunday 28 Febru-

ary 2021. I hope some people took the opportunity at 0800hrs to raise a mug, glass or whatever the vessel of choice 

was to toast ‘Absent Friends’ because since 1991 many more have received their final posting orders to that tank 

park in the sky. On a related note, for anyone yet to catch the news, after a 5-year gap the Royal Hospital has a 

SCOTS DG Chelsea Pensioner once more. Mick Skerratt has brought his own particular brand of style and humour 

to the ranks and we wish him a long and healthy stay at FOB Chelsea! 

 

Everyone at the London Branch wishes you all a very Safe and Healthy 2021 and look forward to catching up with 

you again when the pandemic and restrictions will sensibly allow! 

Do you remember when we 

could do this? 

mailto:helston54@gmail.com
mailto:helston54@gmail.com
mailto:johnrochester@chelsea-pensioners.org.uk


 

South West of England  

Chairman: Lieutenant Colonel M D (Mike) Oliver, Priory Cottage, Chapel Lane, Pimperne, Nr Blandford,DT11 8TZ 
Home: 01258 454203 
email: mdo@nmsigrp.com 
 
Secretary: Captain N D  (Nick) Oliver, 71 Lowther Road, Bournemouth, BH8 8NW 
email: n.oliver@scotsdg.co.uk 
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The Standard of the French 45th Regiment of 

Infantry of the line captured by                  

Sergeant Charles Ewart, 

2nd Royal North British Dragoons (Scots 

Greys), 

At the Battle of Waterloo, 18 June 1815. 

This has been the hardest set of notes for the SW Branch I have had to write in the many years of being the Branch 
Secretary in that when we started the year we had great plans for 2020 and 2021 building on what we had been able 
to achieve in 2019 and continuing the One Regiment theme. Then along came Coronavirus and our plans were     
derailed one by one until the last of the events (our Gathering in November ‘20) was also cancelled. The list of       
cancellations ran from our dinner in June ‘20, our new Family Day in August ‘20, The Cenotaph and the Gathering in 
November ‘20. In addition the first casualty of 2021, the Southern Op Granby Dinner, has also now been moved until 
at least the summer of 2021 or beyond but we hope to have it during 2021. This will take place in London when it is 
safe to do so. During the year we have done what we can by contacting those we know to be alone and by rebuilding 
our membership lists to make it easier to control and use in the future. 

 

Many members of the association have had COVID and very sadly we all know people who have passed away from 
it. Our thoughts and prayers go out to all the families and especially to the family of Captain Sir Tom Moore who 
showed us all the spirit that there is within the Military Community. Certainly the Oliver Christmas was cancelled like 
so many others in the country, as we ended up with a COVID positive case (2 actually !). 

 

Moving forward in 2021 we are going  to concentrate on the second half of the year and will make plans as soon as it 
is sensible to do so. We plan to have our Dinner at the end of the Summer and the Gathering in November as usual 
but we also would like to try to hold the Family day as well. There will be more news on this as the situation unfolds. 
All dates will be sent out as soon as we know them and, as always, we would welcome any ideas. The South West 
Branch has had a non existent 2020 but has held together well given the circumstances and we believe goes from 
strength to strength with a growing number of members wanting to go to its events. I trust that all will keep safe and if 
anyone knows of any member of our Regimental Family that is having difficulties in any way please do inform Home 
Headquarters and, if in the South West District area, the Branch Secretary, Nick Oliver.  

 

2021 will see us build on this with the new Committee committed to serving our Regiment for the years ahead. We 
very much hope that more past members will attend our events in 2021 and be joined by as many of the Serving 
Members as possible. 

                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mdo@nmsigrp.com
mailto:n.oliver@scotsdg.co.uk


 

T H E  R O Y A L  S C O T S  D R A G O O N  G U A R D S  

P A G E  2 4  

.  

Chairman: Lieutenant Colonel M P A Bullen MBE, Stair House, Stair, Mauchline, Ayrshire, KA5 5HW 

                  Home 01292591797 Mobile : 07817565322 

                  email: mpabullen@gmail.com 

 

Secretary: Mr H W G (Bert) Tomkins, 8 Baptie Place, Bo.ness, West Lothian, EH51 0NN 

    email: drummie01@btinternet.com 

Charlie Ralley email: charlie.ralley@btinternet.com  

 

Now that we are in 2021, we are keen to start a recruitment drive for former members of the Regimental Band as well 
as the Pipes and Drums who were involved in the recording of Farewell to the Greys and the World Championship 
Pipes and Drums of 1982. 

Bert Tomkins and Charlie Ralley are pulling together a list of names, largely using social media, so if you were       
involved, please get in touch with us. We hope to arrange a gathering next year to mark the anniversaries of the 50th 
anniversary of Amazing Grace getting to number one in the charts in 1972 and the Pipes and Drums winning the 
grade two World Championships in 1982. 

Any members of the Association are asked to advise us of any ex members they know in these categories, so please 
get in touch with Bert or Charlie. This will be a one off event and we will our promulgate ideas nearer the time, but for 
now we are keen to establish contact with as many as possible from these cohorts.  

 

 

 

 

Musicians (Band, Pipes and Drums) 

A framed gold disc awarded to  

The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards for 

‘Amazing Grace’ to commemorate 

1 million sales worldwide in 1972. 

mailto:charlie.ralley@btinternet.com
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SCOTS DG FIREBOX 

JET CUT FIREBOXES 

Just like a firepit but these are portable, collapsible and 

can be used as a barbecue.  Standard size is 400mm 

square.  

For more information or to order them contact  
firebox@jetcutit.com  
 
The firebox costs £100 + £15 p&p 

mailto:firebox@jetcutit.com
mailto:firebox@jetcutit.com
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SCOTS DG MUSEUM SHOP  
This is a selection of some of the items the museum shop has available for sale.   

Enquiries should be made direct to the Shop, either by e-mail (scotsdgshop@gmail.com)  or telephone (0131-220-4387). 

  

   
  

 
  

SCOTS DG  Vandyke Belt 

£27.50 

SCOTS DG Vandyke Socks 

£12.99 

SCOTS DG Silk Tie 

£25.99 

     

Greys Polo Shirt 

£21.99 

SCOTS DG Beret 

£17.50 

SCOTS DG T-Shirt 

£11.99 

 
  

 
  

  

SCOTS DG Socks 

£12.99 

Grey’s Tie 

£14.99 

SCOTS DG Vandyke Watch Strap 

£12.99 

mailto:scotsdgshop@gmail.com
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 “NEW” 

Highland Coo Tartan Handbag 

£19.99 

Royal Stewart Tartan Cufflinks 

£9.99 

SCOTS DG Hairbrush 

£21.99 

     

The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards 
Drum Mug 

£10.99 

Scottie Tartan Handbag 

£19.99 

Piper Rubber Bath Duck 

£5.99 

 

 “NEW” 

 
  

  

Eagle Hairbrush  

£21.99 

McKenzie Tartan Cufflinks 

£9.99 

Westie Tartan Handbag 

£19.99 



 

SCOTS DG MONTHLY PRIZE DRAW 

1. The SCOTS DG monthly draw was launched in April 2013. 

2. Entries for the draw must be paid in advance and each entry will be allocated a unique number which will be     

eligible for every draw for which payment has been made. The cost of entry is £2 per month (1 draw) which must be 

bought in a batch covering six (£12) or twelve (£24) months. More than one entry per month can be purchased and        

payment made by cheque, cash or debit/credit card. 

3. The draw by random computer selection is made on the last Friday of each month (or Thursday if the Friday is 

a Bank Holiday).  Prizes will be awarded as follows: 

 1st number drawn – 35% of the month’s income. 

 2nd number drawn – 15% of the month’s income. 

 3rd number drawn – 5% of the month’s income. 

The remaining 45% will be donated to the Regimental Trust: (55% is the maximum prizes payout allowed under the 

terms of the licence). 

4. The result of each month’s draw is posted on the Association web site and cheques are sent to the winners 

within one week of the draw taking place. 

5. A proforma is opposite for those wishing to take part.  Spread the word; the more entries there are, the bigger 

the prizes. 

Charity No. SC 016483 

Promoter: Major JMK Erskine, Home Headquarters, The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards, The Castle, Edinburgh, EH1 

2YT 

Registered under the Gambling Act 2005 with The City of Edinburgh Licensing Board. 

 

The draw takes place on the last Friday of each month and costs £2 per entry. The draw is made by a random      
computer selection and prizes are paid for first, second and third numbers drawn. The Regimental Trust receives 45% 
of each month’s takings. The draw has currently raised £4987.11 (to Jan 2018) for the Regimental Trust. Anyone can 
take part (including family and friends) and full details can be found on the Association website or by contacting Home 
Headquarters. Payment can be made by cheque, credit/debit card or standing order. An application form is at the rear 
of the newsletter. 
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SCOTS DG MONTHLY PRIZE DRAW 

 

Name: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

   

Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

  

………………………………………………………………………………….Post Code: …………………….. 

Tel: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….  

E-mail: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….  

 

I wish to take part in the monthly draw.  The cost is £2.00 for each number, per month. 

Please allocate me ………... (qty) draw number (s). 

I enclose payment for 6 or 12 months commencing 

……………………………………………………………………...  (month) 

Amount enclosed: £

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

(Cheque made payable to ‘SCOTS DG Home HQ’) 

or 

Please charge to my credit/debit card.. 

Nota Bene:  Card authorities cannot be processed without the full address and all detail requested. 

 

Card type: VISA Mastercard Maestro Debit card (Not Diners or Amex) 

Card Number: (16 numbers): _  _  _  _     _  _  _  _     _  _  _  _     _  _  _  _ 

Security code: _  _  _  Start date:     Expiry date:  Issue Number 

         (if applicable) 

Essential:  If different from address above, card billing address is recorded below. 

If you wish to pay by standing order, please request a mandate form 

from Home Headquarters 

 

Date:      Signed: 
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The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards Association 
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) Policy 

 
 
 

Introduction 

You will all be aware that GDPR is a new, Europe wide, law that replaces the Data Protection Act 1998 in the United 
Kingdom. It places greater obligations on how organisations handle personal data. It came into effect on 25 May 2018. 
We, in Home Headquarters, must comply with the new regulations. 

We use the information we hold to keep you up to date with Regimental news and events, and to encourage           
comradeship. This note is mainly aimed at those who served in the Regiment and some family members (eg widows) 
who are included in certain aspects of our business. We will continue to send you information unless you opt out. If 
you wish to opt out, thus receive no communication from us, you should contact us in Home Headquarters and inform 
us that that is your wish. 

We also publish the names in the Regimental Journal of those that have given us permission to do so.  If you would 
like your name to appear as a member of the Association, you are asked to contact the Assistant Regimental               
Secretary if you have not already done so. 

Information Home Headquarters Holds 

We may hold some information about your service in the Regiment, such as the dates and the regiments in which you 
served.  In addition, in many cases we hold your name, postal address, your email address and telephone numbers 
where provided.  

Privacy Policy and Legal Basis for Holding the Data 

To allow Home Headquarters to achieve its objectives through the Association, the information we hold will be           
targeted and proportionate to allow us to achieve that purpose. As the Association is a voluntary membership         
organisation there is legitimate interest for us to hold your information. This is the lawful basis for us to hold that     
nformation and it will be used in line with members’ reasonable expectations. 

We do not share your information with any other organisation. 

Processing Information 

We process your information with the explicit aim of maintaining contact with you as someone who served with The 
Royal Scots Dragoon Guards and its antecedent regiments or with family connections to us. We only send you       
information that is relevant to your service in the Regiment. This will include Regimental News and social events and 
when dealing with the regimental magazine or Regimental Trust matters pertaining to subscriptions. 

We hold the following lists: 

• Retired Officer List 

• Serving Officer List 

• Officers’ Widow List 

• Branch Contact List 

• Eagle and Carbine Subscribers List 

• Gift Aid List 

• Trustees’ List for Museum and Regimental Trust 

• Monthly Draw lists 
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The information is mainly stored in digital form on desk top computers in a room that is locked when not occupied. 
Any paper copies are held in secure lockers. 

There are two exceptions to the detail above. The first concerns the processing of SSAFA reports that are presented 
to the Welfare Committee. SSAFA operate an encrypted Customer Management System (CMS) the is compliant 
with GDPR. Any historical paper records are held in secure lockers. Home Headquarters carries out a review of   
historical welfare cases. If they are no longer relevant or out of date they will be destroyed. The second involves  
information published on the Association website and the Museum website (www.scotsdgassn.org.uk and 
www.scotsdgmuseum.com ). Office Bearer’s names are published and contact email address is given for each 
Branch. 
  
Holding of Information – Timelines 

We will hold contact details for as long as an individual wish to maintain contact with the Regiment. In the case of the           
Regimental Magazine and Museum Trust we will maintain details whilst someone is a subscriber/member. Office 
Bearers’ details will be removed from the respective lists, as and when they resign from their post.  

Details provided by individuals relating to a specific event will be deleted as soon as possible after the event has  
taken place.   

If a member dies, his/her details will be deleted. 

Control of Personal Information 

You can control your information in two ways; you can ask us to correct or update your personal information at any 
time or else you can ask us to remove your details from our lists. If you are not receiving emails from Home      
Headquarters and think you should be, please update your details by sending them to  homehqscotsdg@gmail.com 

We will not pass your personal information to any other individual or organisation without your permission. 

Access to Data 

Only the MOD employed staff of Home Headquarters will have access to individual’s data in order for them to carry 
out their legitimate tasks. 

Care of your information 

We will take reasonable steps to ensure the privacy of your information. 

Subject Access Requests 

We hold the minimum information possible to allow us to maintain contact with you, however, you can contact us 
with a   Subject Access Request if you want to ask us to provide you with the information we hold about you. We are 
required to     provide this to you within one month. 

Data Breaches 

The computers in the office have up to date anti-virus and spyware software but in the event of a data breach we will 
advise you if there has been loss of your data. We will have to notify the Information Commissioner’s Office where it 
is likely to result in a risk to the rights and freedoms of individuals. 

Special Data 

GDPR refers to sensitive personal data as “special categories of personal data”. We do not record any such special 
data. 

http://www.scotsdgassn.org.uk
http://www.scotsdgmuseum.com
mailto:homehqscotsdg@gmail.com
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