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Letter from Colonel Of Regiment 

My very first act having taken over from Brigadier David Allfrey as Colonel of the Regiment must be to thank him for 
all the work he has done over six years as our Colonel. Until I took on his mantle I had no proper appreciation of all 
the things that the role draws you into, and now I do I am even more in awe of what he achieved. The 50

th
           

anniversary of the formation of the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards which we celebrated in Edinburgh and Leuchars at 
the end of the first week of September provided a fitting moment for the Regiment to say farewell. Sadly not all of us 
could be present and so one last time on behalf of us all I say thank you to both David and Fiona. 

David has already volunteered to stay fully engaged in helping us to maintain our musical edge. In this respect he 
has neat plans to make a mark in Scotland and to celebrate the 50 years that have passed since Amazing Grace 
was a number one hit. These plans will nest in some way with the Musicians Branch of the Association Dinner 
planned for 02 April in Edinburgh.  You can read more about the dinner in this Newsletter, and Home Headquarters 
will publish details of David Allfrey’s plans once they have been set. 

Pippa and I are very much looking forward to eventually catching up with as many of you as we can. Association 
Branches have kindly started to reach out, and we will do our best to get to as many events as we can. We were 
made most warmly welcome by the Regiment in Leuchars in October and given a wonderful reminder of all the 
things that make being in the Regiment great; a big thank you to all those involved. 

As we go to print, the serving Regiment is experiencing ever less flexibility in its programme as it heads toward the 
funnel that will take them on pre-deployment training. The Commanding Officer’s letter sets out the detail. It means 
they will be pretty occupied for a whole year, sending to Mali first A squadron in June and then deploying with       
Battlegroup Headquarters and a B squadron in November. 

As a result I have agreed that exceptionally this year we will hold the Officers’ Dinner two months early, on Friday 21 
October 2022 This will mean we can be assured of maximum support from the Regiment at Leuchars. To help them 
further we will be sitting down to dinner in Edinburgh. Details will bee promulgated later in the year. 

Throughout the year there are many events which I hope will allow us to either see the Regiment, to assist them, or 
just to turn out in support. There are many details included in this Newsletter. Some events are on a first come first 
served basis, but each deserves our full support, most particularly after two such troublesome years. Please do try 
and sustain them by attending what you can. 

We are hoping for an extra strong turnout for the Cavalry Memorial Parade in Hyde Park on May 8
th
. You will note 

that this year there is an opportunity for our WOs and Sgts to apply to take lunch in Household Cavalry WOs’ and 
SNCOs’ Mess. This will be the Regiments’ first opportunity to gather at Hyde Park in person for 2 years, so is an 
important event, all the more so in a year the Regiment deploys. 

From: Brigadier B P Edwards OBE Colonel 

  

 

 

  

Home Headquarters 
The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards 
(Carabiniers and Greys) 

Edinburgh Castle 

EH1 2YT  

 

 

Telephone: 0131 310 5100 
 

The Regimental Family 

 

Dear All, 

  

  



 

P A G E  3  

T H E  R O Y A L  S C O T S  D R A G O O N  G U A R D S  

 

Other events not in this Newsletter will be publicised by Home Headquarters as the details are set. We will increasingly 
first place information on our excellent new Website and follow up with more traditional communications. If you have 
not looked at the Website please do. It is the result of David Allfrey and the Council’s vision, and hard work by       
Christian Melville.  We owe all of them our thanks. Those of you who have sent your email address to Home         
Headquarters will also now have received an invitation to the Directory element of the website. This ‘closed group’ will 
allow us to connect with each other so much more efficiently. It will increasingly become the place where we can share 
organisational details that we should not publish openly on the internet. I encourage you all to strongly consider joining 
up, but much more importantly to use our social heft to encourage and help the outliers in our family to do so. These 
may be men who have become disconnected over the years, our digital migrants who find the concept confusing and 
different, or just busy people who could do with a nudge.  It would be fabulous to see the network grow. 

Our museum in the Castle continues to flourish, but together with our shop which it hosts, took a bit of a hammering 
over COVID. Not least for the museum, finding it had to install an upgraded air-conditioning system which met COVID 
air flow and purity demands. This has not been cheap; we will need to think very carefully how we are to cover the bill 
and continue taking revenue from the shop to support serving soldiers. The museum has a new curator, Stuart Kenne-
dy who is very keen to build displays that focus on Regimental deployments and operations since 1991. Many of you 
will have keepsakes that might make up part of either temporary or permanent museum displays. Would you all be kind 
enough to make offers to Stuart. Please do not be upset if he says no, because we cannot store things which will never 
be displayed, but I am sure amongst us we can come up with bits of kit, photographs, maps and other paraphernalia 
that tells engaging stories. This is important, because if we have a reputation for having some ‘cool’ things in the     
museum, so we can help increase footfall in the shop again. And you need no reminding about how important that is 
for the income the Regiment relies upon so heavily. 

I should also encourage you all, if you had any plans to buy things from our shop, this is the year to do so – we all need 
to do what we can to help the shop recover lost income. 

 

 

Looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible over the next year. 

 

Yours aye 

 

Ben Edwards 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

P A G E  4  

T H E  R O Y A L  S C O T S  D R A G O O N  G U A R D S  

Having ridden the COVID-19 rollercoaster of cherished events being scheduled and heartily anticipated, only to be 

postponed or cancelled for two years now, we must hope that the present wave of optimism proves well founded. We 

were highly fortunate that SCOTS DG 50 – the sequence of events in early September 2021 celebrating the 50
th
      

anniversary of our amalgamation – narrowly avoided the aforementioned fate. As a salient feature of the Regiment’s 

long living memory, it was harnessed as an opportunity to commemorate those lost during the pandemic, gather the 

Regimental family including our Deputy Colonel in Chief as our principal guest, celebrate our historic connection to the 

City of Edinburgh including paying homage to the Lord Provost, show off the Regiment in its finery to the public, and 

enjoy the traditional merriment of a Regimental weekend in our base at Leuchars. The highlight of the programme was 

the Drumhead Service in the gardens of Holyroodhouse, having marched down the Royal Mile from Edinburgh Castle 

exercising our Freedom of the City – a special privilege indeed and a deeply intimate event for the Regimental family. 

Beyond the fanfare, the richness of such gatherings comes through in so many ways, not least the chance for the    

current serving generation to hear the stories of those present at the time of the amalgamation, and of everyone in  

between. 

From June through November, the Regiment stood ready to lead a component of the Humanitarian Assistance and 

Disaster Relief task force aligned to the Caribbean during the hurricane season – if any of the British Overseas        

Territories or Commonwealth nations had requested support, we would likely have deployed. Fortunately, such        

disaster did not strike this season just gone, and alas we were not invited to contribute to the small reconnaissance 

and liaison team that were forward-based throughout the period – a job to watch out for! 

In October/November, over half the Regiment deployed to Oman for a high profile exercise with B Squadron as part of 
the Royal Irish Battlegroup with whom they will deploy to Mali on UN peacekeeping operations this summer,            
augmented by a Troop from A Squadron, while C Squadron deployed as the enemy force. As well as successfully 
building relationships ahead of the operational deployment, Exercise Khanjar Oman proved the concept for future   
combined arms training in Ras Madrakah, near Duqm, amid increasing UK military interest in the region. The exercise 
coincided with the deployment of HMS Queen Elizabeth to the Gulf and benefited from integration with F-35s launched 
from her deck, as well an RAF Expeditionary Air Wing operating from Thumrait. For the troops it was an excellent 
chance to reinforce their core skills, learn to operate in the desert, and build their cohesion at all levels. Both       
Squadrons benefited from a friendly visit by Maj Gen Felix Gedney, who, in his role as the Senior British Loan Service 
Officer, was naturally involved in the high level diplomacy around the exercise. 

With Christmas events under threat from the start of December, we were fortunate to be able to hold the officers’   
Regimental dinner at the Cavalry and Guards Club – the strength of desire to restore this custom was palpable. The 
Warrant Officers’ and Sergeants’ Mess held their traditional Christmas Draw and the Corporals’ Mess held their party 
at a venue in Dundee. Then as COVID rates soared across the country we decided to forgo the traditionally intense 
Regimental Christmas programme in the following week, so as to protect people’s family Christmas plans from being 
blighted by isolation. 

Between national restrictions, travel constraints, and risk assessments, both our Nordic and Alpine skiing teams left 
their traps, each on a regulatory knife edge. The Nordic team, led by Lt Sandy Snowball, trained and competed in    
Norway and France, gaining some notable results in a highly competitive series of events, and developing the team  

From: Lieutenant Colonel G G Craig SCOTS DG 
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prospects for future seasons. Meanwhile the Alpine team, led by Lt Jack Scrutton, completed their training in Alpbach 

and then had to return when the Army championships were cancelled due to COVID. As ever, both teams benefited 

from their highly rewarding developmental experiences, providing encouragement to the rest of us. 

B Squadron’s training progression in preparation for deployment to Mali began apace in the New Year. Amid the range 

of other tasks obliged to the Regiment, increasingly we have glancing encounters with them. Led by Maj Nick Taylor – 

who arrived from the Light Dragoons in succession to Maj Chris Majcher, who now serves as DCOS 7 Bde – and in the 

throes of the programme compression familiar to many from the Herrick era, B Squadron is relishing every step of the 

journey. 

Battlegroup Headquarters deployed to Catterick Training Area in mid-January for another command post runout. This 

was a confidence-building success, the first such exercise since Maj Jamie Irwin took over from Alex Marjoribanks as 

Regimental Second-in-Command and Battlegroup Chief-of-Staff last summer, Alex having since promoted on taking the 

reins as SO1 RAC Officers at APC. 

Despite having entered an operational year, the Regiment is still subject to demands for Military Assistant to the Civil 

Authorities. A Squadron had to concede a range package and some other training as they deployed to Nottinghamshire 

in support of the NHS. Although with little respite, they have much to look forward to with Exercise Diamondback in  

California in April, during which they will be the reconnaissance force for a US brigade combat team. 

C Squadron, in the meantime has been delivering valuably into the Regiment’s institutional foundations, with the Army 

Leadership Development Programme for aspiring and newly promoted JNCOs, and the Troopers’ Foundation Course. 

The Squadron now serves as the entry point for new officers and soldiers, and will provide resilience to the Regiment 

over the coming year, both in the build up and during the operational tour. 

The Pipes and Drums continue to bound from strength to strength, notably playing at the Sovereign’s Parade at    

Sandhurst in December, right now building up to the Army and national pipe music competitions, and with a formidable 

programme of high profile performances ahead of them. Between events they have been busy with recording projects, 

a forthcoming one most notably to mark the 50
th
 anniversary of their forebears’ chart-topping Amazing Grace single. 

In the latter half of this year the Regiment (less B Squadron) will be focused on preparing for the subsequent rotation of 

the peacekeeping operation in Mali, as the lead unit for the Long Range Reconnaissance Group from the end of this 

year. Over the last two years this deployment has given concrete focus and proven worth to the Light Cavalry role since 

its inception several years ago. Confirmed through the ‘Integrated Review’ last year, the Regiment will resubordinate to 

the 7
th
 Light Brigade Combat Team this coming July, once again returning to The Desert Rats. We can anticipate    

training more often in Oman, and – I suspect – continue to be seen a capability of choice for operations below the 

threshold of warfighting.  

Happily, we will retain our pairing arrangement with The Scottish and North Irish Yeomanry (SNIY). This has been a 

model for success with the SNIY under the command of our own Lt Col Will Leek, who has invested wholeheartedly in 

our symbiosis, taking it to a new high water mark, for which I and the Regiment are immensely grateful. On behalf of 

SCOTS DG, I wish him well on his forthcoming Loan Service posting to Oman. 

I offer my tremendous thanks to Capt Christian Melville for his determined work on the Harnessing our Network project, 

successfully launching the new Regimental website, which among other things offers us a modern alumni forum.  I   

encourage all to sign up and make the most of it. 

Finally, and on behalf of the Serving Regiment and all at ERE, I must record here the most profound thanks to Brig   

David Allfrey for his impassioned loyalty and relentless energy to the Regiment’s great benefit over his six years as our 

Colonel. In October, we were delighted to welcome Brig Ben Edwards as our new Colonel. Since his early visit to 

Leuchars on assumption of the role, I already have much for which to be grateful to Colonel Ben. Their support, in the 

finest tradition of Service, is vital in our constant strive to be second to none. 

With my very best wishes, 

       Graeme Craig 
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In Memoriam 

Obituaries. The Editor of the Eagle and Carbine relies on friends and 
relatives to provide timely and meaningful contributions to record the 
life and achievements of former members of the Regiment. 

 All such material and good quality (and resolution) pictures of the     
deceased should be sent in the first instance to Home Headquarters. 
Readers are encouraged to submit obituaries which can be in any form 
and length by 1 December 2022. 

It is with regret that we inform you of the deaths of: 

Officers 

Captain A A C (Alwyne) Farquharson of 
Invercauld MC 
Captain T R (Tim) Spenlove-Brown 
Captain J W S (James) McGhie 

Greys 1940-1945 
 
3DG 1964-1971, then 5DG 
Greys/SCOTS DG 1954-1988 

Aberdeen & North 
of Scotland 

  

Edinburgh & East 
of Scotland 

Mr J T C (John) Campbell MSM 
Mr J P (James,Tab) Hunter 

Greys/SCOTS DG 1962-2000 
Greys 1962-1971 

Glasgow & West 
of Scotland 

  

North East of  
England 

  

North West of 
England & Wales 

Mr R (Ronald) Clark 
Mr A D (Derek) Jones 
Mr K A (Keith) Purviss 

3DG 1961-1964 
3DG 1961-1971 
3DG/SCOTS DG 1966-1975 

London & South 
East of England 

Mr A F (Arthur) Freer 3DG 1943-1946 

South West of 
England 

Mr A (Tony) Shields SCOTS DG 1983-1993 

HQ Mr T P (Thomas) Downey Greys 1960-1964 

No Branch  
Affiliation 

Mr D (David) Grant 
Mr R A (Roy) Bugden 
Mr P G (Peter) Livingston 
Mr  S (Stan)Grewar 

3DG/SCOTS DG 1970-1979 
Greys/SCOTS DG 1959-1981 
Greys 1958-1960 
Greys/SCOTS DG 1965-1987 



 

Home Headquarters, Museum and Shop 

Telephone lines:  Civil  0131 310 + Ext Edinburgh Military (9)4740 + Ext   

Regimental Secretary Major Jamie Erskine MBE 5100 

Assistant Regimental Secretary Miss Sharon McConnell 5102 

HQ Office Mr Colin Mack 5102  

Museum Curator Mr Stuart Kennedy 0131 220 0924 

Shop  Miss Teresa Park, Mr Allan Nelson 0131 220 4387 

Home Headquarters homehq@scotsdg.org.uk 

Museum and Archives curator@scotsdgmuseum.com 

Museum Shop shop.scotsdg.org.uk 

Regimental Website www.scotsdg.mod.uk 

Regimental Association Website www.scotsdg.org.uk  

Home Headquarters 
The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards 

(Carabiniers and Greys) 
The Castle, EDINBURGH, EH1 2YT 

Staff at Edinburgh Castle  
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Home Headquarters Notice 

 

After the relatively busy summer, there was a return to the routine of autumn and winter; support to Remembrance 

events, meetings to prepare for and act on, dinners to arrange, Eagle and Carbine notes to pull together and write and 

so on. However, COVID continued to play a part in restricting some activities.  

Over the last six months, the Home Headquarters team have also been heavily involved in taking forward the        
Regimental Website under the encouragement of Captain Christian Melville who has led the working group with a 
huge amount of enthusiasm and care, tempered with realism.  After the website went live on 30 September, the major 
two remaining phases were to upload the Shop onto it and introduce the Regimental Directory. This is a secure      
platform which allows members of the Regiment to connect with others.. This was all completed by 10 February.    
Details of how to sign up were promulgated on 10 February.  In respect of the website, special mention must be made 

of Mr Alan Connor who designed and built it, all in his spare time.  He deserves the huge thanks of the regimental  
family. 

The Home Headquarters team were delighted to welcome Brigadier Ben Edwards, the new Colonel of the Regiment to            
Edinburgh on 27 October, to have the chance to brief him on the current business and to introduce him to those he did 
not know.  The Headquarters was also particularly pleased to welcome three different groups of the regimental family 
to the Castle in January.  The first group was six potential officers who were on a regimental visit from Sandhurst, then 
came thirteen troopers from the Regiment who came to learn about the Regimental Trust, the Shop and the            

Association, and to visit the Museum.  It was hoped this was just the first of many similar visits in the future.  The third 
visit was by the office bearers of the Edinburgh and Glasgow Branches of the Association. This opportunity for the 
Regimental Secretary and the Assistant Regimental Secretary to hear the views about the Association from their    
perspective and to discuss future events. Again, it is hoped these meetings can be held more frequently.  

The main purpose of the Headquarters is to support the regimental family and it does so in many ways.  Apart from 
the routine events, as this Newsletter goes to print the Headquarters is providing practical support to the North-East of 
England and the Musicians Branches of the Association as they plan their Spring dinners.    

mailto:homehq@scotsdg.org.uk
mailto:curator@scotsdgmuseum.com
shop.scotsdg.org.uk
http://www.scotsdg.mod.uk/
http://www.scotsdg.org.uk


 

A Sqn who visited Home 

Headquarters and the  

Regimental Musuem on 

the 20 January 2022 
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While the Museum notes are below, it is worth recording here and welcoming the arrival of Stuart Kennedy as the new 
Curator. He started on 1 November and soon made his mark, although the issue of the replacement air-conditioning 
continues to plague him as it did his predecessor. It is hoped he will have a long career in this Museum. In the words 
of the Curatorial Advisor, the Forward Plan he produced in January was “admirably ambitious”. So, there is no      
shortage of things to do. 

 

Regimental Museum 

After a tough 18 months which included delays to the installation of a new air conditioning unit, dehumidifier and   

lighting we were finally able to reopen the Museum in September 2021. The work done improves the airflow and    

circulation which has become even more essential over the last couple of years. But the biggest boost to the team has 

undoubtedly been having visitors back and enjoying the exhibits. 

The year ahead will see the Museum looking to rebuild after the challenges of lockdown. A priority is to develop a 

funding bid that can help us continue the Museum’s refurbishment. This will see new displays in our exhibition cases 

and the Museum working to engage with the regimental family and in the local community. We will begin looking to 

create volunteer opportunities in the Museum and consult serving and ex-serving soldiers and families about the    

Museum. Your support is vital to help us deliver a Museum that makes the Regiment proud. 

We continue to look at adding to the collection, in particular material since 1990. One of the areas we are particularly 

interested in collecting are objects and photographs related to the Regiment in Operation Granby, the Balkans,       

Afghanistan and through the pandemic. If you have anything that you think the Museum or Archive might want please 

do get in touch. 

Finally we will also start a project to catalogue and store the Archive to the national standard. We have a fantastic  

resource and improving its documentation will allow us to fully appreciate what we hold and the history it tells. This 

along with better storage will mean that the collection is available to staff, researchers and visitors for years to come. 

So after the recent challenges we are excited by the busy and exciting year ahead in the Museum! 

 

Email: curator@scotsdgmuseum.com  
Telephone: 0131 220 0924 

mailto:curator@scotsdgmuseum.com


 

Regimental Tweed 

 

Tweed in the traditional weave and colour is held at Home Headquarters. If you wish to order tweed please contact 
the Assistant Regimental Secretary . 

Two types are available, Field Weight, suitable for country suit, jacket or shooting suit and  Light Weight, suitable for 
town or summer wear. 

 

            Field Weight £31.50 per metre 

            Light Weight £29.50 per metre 

 

            Prices exclude Postage and Packaging 

 

 

The Regimental and Museum Shop 

After two years, it is hoped there is at long last light at the end of the tunnel for the Shop. It re-opened on 18       
September but the limited numbers allowed into the Castle had a knock-on effect on the numbers coming through 
the Shop and, therefore, the takings.  The Shop staff must be congratulated and thanked for their perseverance and 
cheerfulness throughout this difficult time. Sadly, the Christmas lunch had to be postponed because of the tightening 
of restrictions before Christmas but it was eventually held on 28 January. While dealing with tricky customers comes 
with the territory especially with restrictions when some people decide not to wear facemasks inside, the staff do not 
expect to have to deal with pigeons in the Shop or Museum. They did one Saturday when a pigeon somehow flew 
inside the building, up one flight of stairs and into the Museum. As the pigeon flew around, one visitor, who was   
obviously not happy to be inside the same room as the pigeon, desperately tried to escape. Eventually order was 
restored, and the pigeon was caught and taken outside.      

The website of the Shop is shop.scotsdg.org.uk 
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Regimental Directory 

 
As part of the ongoing project to encourage and facilitate communication within the Regimental family, 
Home Headquarters is pleased to announce the creation of an online “Regimental Directory” in the new 
Regimental website.   
 
(PLEASE NOTE THIS IS DIFFERENT TO BECOMING A MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATION) 

 
The aim of the Regimental Directory is to help you to find and make contact with other members of the  
Regimental family.  
 
Joining the Regimental Directory is easy, and free. Once you have signed up you will be able to create your 
own profile for inclusion in the Regimental Directory. You will then be able search the Regimental Directory 
for the names and contact details of friends and colleagues, and review their profiles.  
 
Your profile on the Regimental Directory will be completely confidential, and only signed up and approved 
members of the Regimental Directory will have access to the information it contains.  
 
Whilst Home Headquarters already holds information on individuals who have served with, or been         
attached to, the Regiment, the only information which the Regimental Directory will hold will be that         
submitted by its members. The success of the Regimental Directory as a means of encouraging            
communication will therefore depend upon the willingness of members of the Regimental family to join the 
Regimental Directory. 
 
If you wish to join the Regimental Directory, and I would encourage you to do so, you will need to follow 
these steps: 
 
 
 
1.  Create an account 
1.1  Go to the Regimental website - https://www.scotsdg.org.uk/ 
 
1.2  Click on the “Log In” button at the top right corner of the home page.  
 
1.3  Enter the information requested, and create your own membership account and password.  
 
2.  Create your profile  
2.1  Once you have created your membership account and password you will be asked to complete and 
submit your own profile.  
 
2.2  Within five working days of submitting your profile you will receive an automatic email confirming that 
your   profile has been accepted, and that you now have access to the Regimental Directory.   
 
2.3  Changes to your profile, once accepted, can be easily made by contacting Home Headquarters.   
 
3.  Log in as a member 
3.1  On receipt of the email confirming that your profile has been accepted you will then be able to log in to 
the   Regimental Directory by clicking on the “Log In” button at the top right corner of the home page. 
 
Whilst we have tried to make the membership application process as simple and engaging as possible, 

please don’t hesitate to contact Home Headquarters if you have any questions, or need assistance. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scotsdg.org.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CSharon.Mcconnell391%40mod.gov.uk%7C154ee90435014918a70f08d9eb28457c%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C637799380484713672%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8
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News from a member of the RAC Alumni 

Many members of the Alumni will remember Colonel Guy Deacon who retired from the army recently and whose last 
appointment was as Colonel Royal Armoured Corps in Bovington. During his four year tenure, his focus and that of 
the entire headquarters, was on bringing the RAC together to maximise the strengths of the individual regiments that 
make up the RAC under a project called “RAC First”. The RAC Alumni was one of the many measures that have 
been pursued as part of that project. 

What some of you would not know now that Colonel Guy was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease in 2010 and, given 
that he was consistently fighting this condition, the impact he had on the Corps was therefore all the more remarka-
ble. He never drew attention to his circumstances nor expected any leeway, but he will be the first to admit that he 
could not have done what he did at any level without the tremendous support of HQ RAC staff and the regiments of 
the RAC. 

On retirement Colonel Guy was never going to let Parkinson's stop him living as active and full a life as possible,         
including fulfilling his main ambition: to travel overland from England through Africa to South Africa, a trip he had 
been dreaming of and planning since travelling over land to Kenya with soldiers from the QDG in 1987.   

Colonel Guy made it as far as Sierra Leone before Covid restrictions forced him to abandon his travels and come 
home.  He is determined to continue the journey but now he is focusing on using the journey to explain what it is like 
to have Parkinson's from a personal perspective and to shine a light on the realities of Parkinson’s disease in Africa 
where people don’t get the help that we have in Europe and are often stigmatised because there is no known reason 
why people get it and no known cure. Indeed, in some parts of Africa people with Parkinson’s are assumed to be 
cursed and are ostracised by their own communities. Colonel Guy will be meeting many of those people as he 
makes his way through the next fourteen countries, and at the same time compiling video footage from interviews 
and his own travelogue to make a film on his return. 

He has developed many contacts to help him through some of the more difficult countries where he will  face driving 
on seemingly impossible roads, very complicated border crossings, genuine security risks in some countries, as well 
as his own personal trials as he makes his way south. The journey would be rather daunting for anybody but so 
much more so for him, especially as he will be doing much of the travelling by himself. When he finishes, his aim will 
be to have a film worthy of being shown by the best broadcasters and he is preparing a submission to the BBC    
before he departs next month. 

His aim is very clear now: to make as many people aware of the realities of Parkinson’s as possible because there is 
so much that people don’t understand. Everybody knows that Parkinson’s results in debilitating physical characteris-
tics but there are few people who know about the other consequences of Parkinson's and just what it is like to live 
with it. He will be brutal in describing how he feels on a daily basis when challenged by the everyday realities of    
travelling through Africa. And he will meet people on his way whose condition and circumstances are far worse than 
his and who need just as much help but don’t get it. Whilst he is ultimately raising awareness of the need to find a 
cure and the work of the ‘Cure Parkinson's Trust’(Cure Parkinson's - Charity - Formerly The Cure Parkinson's Trust 
(cureparkinsons.org.uk), and ‘Parkinson’s Africa’ (Home | Parkinson's Africa (parkinsonsafrica.com), he is not asking 
for money for them now.  

If, however, there are readers who wish to donate, they can either donate to ‘Cure Parkinson's Trust’ directly through 
his just giving page or they can help him cover the cost of filming by contributing to his crowdfunding page (links to 
both of these are shown below).  

What he really wants is as many followers as possible on his journey via “Polar steps”, a site which records his daily 
activity and immediate thoughts as well photographs and film of what he has been doing on a daily basis. Knowing 
that people are following him spurs him on and gives him great support on what is otherwise a very daunting project.  
If you do nothing else to help him, please forward the links below to anyone who may be interested. 

A short film is here which is well worth watching: 
https://vimeo.com/667886407/d8b2e53ff7 
 
To help make the film please donate here: 
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/freetown-to-cape-town-with-parkinson-s-disease--2 
 
To help find a cure, donations can be made her 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/guy-deacons-journey 
 

        And to follow him as he drives south, please log on here: 
        https://www.polarsteps.com/GuyDeacon/2732274-sierra-leone-and-beyond 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcureparkinsons.org.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CRichard.Watson770%40mod.gov.uk%7Cb6853a3e7cb0444814c508d9e5aa87bc%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C1%7C637793342846141475%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcureparkinsons.org.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CRichard.Watson770%40mod.gov.uk%7Cb6853a3e7cb0444814c508d9e5aa87bc%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C1%7C637793342846141475%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.parkinsonsafrica.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7CRichard.Watson770%40mod.gov.uk%7Cb6853a3e7cb0444814c508d9e5aa87bc%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C1%7C637793342846141475%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZs
https://vimeo.com/667886407/d8b2e53ff7
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/freetown-to-cape-town-with-parkinson-s-disease--2
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/guy-deacons-journey
https://www.polarsteps.com/GuyDeacon/2732274-sierra-leone-and-beyond


 

Diary Of Events 

 

  2022   

     

  Mar 22   

Sat 12 Mar North East Branch Dinner Wetherby 

     

  Apr 22   

Sat 2 Apr Musicians Branch Dinner (Leonardo Hotel, Clermiston) Edinburgh 

Thu 7 Apr Museum Trustees and Shop Directors Meeting Edinburgh 

Thu 21 Apr Regimental Trust Meeting Leuchars 

     

  May 22   

Fri 6 May Council Meeting  — AM  London 

Sat 7 May Association AGM—AM C&G Club, London 

Sat 7 May London Branch Reunion with The Light Dragoon Guards RHC, London (TBC) 

Sun 8 May Cavalry Memorial Parade and Lunch London 

     

  Jun 22   

Sat 18 Jun Anniversary of Waterloo (1815)  

     

  Jul 22   

 TBC Jul South West Branch Dinner TBC 

 TBC Jul North West Chairman’s BBQ TBC 

     

  Aug 22   

     

  Sep 22   

Fri 9 Sep Association Golf Meeting at Greenburn Golf Club Fauldhouse 

Fri 9 Sep Games Night Whitburn 
Sat 10 Sep East v West Bowling (Edinburgh v Glasgow) Whitburn 
Sat 10 Sep Dinner Night (Casual) Whitburn 

     

  Oct 22   

Sun 16 Oct Royal Armoured Corps Sunday RHC, London (TBC) 

Fri 21 Oct Officers Dinner Edinburgh 
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Cenotaph Parade  

This years Cenotaph Parade will take place on Sunday 13 November 2022.  Each year Home Headquarters 

is given an allocation of tickets for the parade. We have to apply for the tickets in July and submit names of 

anyone wishing to attend in August.  

To help Home Headquarters to apply for the correct amount of tickets for those wishing to take part in the 

parade, please contact Home Headquarters, with the following information so you can be added to the list of 

those attending. 

Full name as on passport or driving licence, address, date of birth, place of birth and your email address.         

It is important that you submit the email address you use on a regular basis as this is where your tickets for 

the parade will be sent. 

Those taking part should be aware that they will be required to stand for approx 1½ hrs and then march for 

one mile.  

Cenotaph Parade 2021 
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CAVALRY MEMORIAL PARADE AND LUNCH - SUNDAY 7 MAY 2022 

 

To: Home HQ, The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards, The Castle, Edinburgh, EH1 2YT 

From: Name: 

 Address:     Telephone: 

 

PARADE 

I apply for Enclosure Tickets for: ………………………………………   Preference (Seating or Standing) 

 

OFFICERS LUNCH 

Name(s):     

 

I require    __________  Lunches at £45.00 each 

Lunch will be held in the Cavalry & Guards Club as usual. 

 

My seating preferences (special needs or remarks) are:  

(continue below, if necessary). 

If you wish to Pay by BACS: Sort Code 83-34-00     Account 00245745.   Please inform Home HQ if paying this way. 

or, I enclose a cheque made payable to ‘SCOTS DG Home HQ’ for  £ ___________ 

or, please debit my payment card  

 

Nota Bene:  Card authorities cannot be processed without the full address and all detail requested. 

Card type: VISA Mastercard Maestro Debit card (Not Diners or Amex) 

Card Number: (16 numbers): _  _  _  _     _  _  _  _     _  _  _  _     _  _  _  _ 

Security code: _  _  _  Start date:  _ _ _ _ Expiry date:  _ _ _ _             Issue Number: _ _ _ 

 

Essential:  If different from above address, card billing address is recorded overleaf. 

Date:      Signed:  
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CAVALRY MEMORIAL PARADE - SUNDAY 7 MAY 2022 

We have been issued tickets which allow entry to Hyde Park Barracks  in order to visit the WO’s & SNCOs’ Mess of 

the Household Cavalry Mounted Regiment after the parade. 

These tickets will be issued on a first come basis.  If you would like to apply for a ticket please email                       

Sharon McConnell on sharon.mcconnell391@mod.gov.uk 

 

ALL MALE ADULTS MUST WEAR A JACKET, COLLAR & TIE  

mailto:sharon.mcconnell391@mod.gov.uk
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Chairman of the Association: Colonel C F (Charlie) Lambert 
                                  Mobile:  07941911345 
                                    email:  CFL143@gmail.com 
 
                                                                                                                                      
 

Association Secretary: Miss S (Sharon) McConnell, Home Headquarters, The Castle, Edinburgh EH1 2YT 

             Work: 0131 310 5102   

                                     email: homehqscotsdg@gmail.com 

 
 
NOTE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

 

I must start this, my first, Chairman’s Notes by thanking my processor Lieutenant Colonel Andrew Philips. His           
contribution and enthusiasm have been phenomenal over the last five years and we are all enormously grateful for the 
legacy he leaves behind. I am sure you will all join me in wishing him and April the best of good fortune as they 
‘redeploy’ all the extra time and energy into their next venture.   

 

Back in September, many of you joined in the celebrations of SCOTS DG 50, and I for one was delighted to see so 
many familiar faces, too many that I had not seen for far too long. It was a true delight. Some were on parade and 
many more were watching from the side-line, collectively it felt like the Regiment, past and present, had packed       
Edinburgh.  It proved to me that those of us who have worn the grey beret, are still bound together by the strongest 
bond.     

 

On that bond, an invitation to join the Regimental Directory went out at 0939 on 10 February 2022 as part of the      
Harness our Network project. The clear aim - to help you find and make contact with other members of the Regimental 
family, particularly those you might not have seen for a while. It will also link us all with news direct from Home      
Headquarters and the serving Regiment to provide a single source of information.  Please do sign up and spread the 
word to encourage as many as possible to join in. Most of the time if will be a great means by which we can come   
together and celebrate, but it will also provide a vital link to support when only an old friend will do.   

 

Huge thanks for driving this project through to the launch date must go to Captain Christian Melville, the Home      
Headquarters Team of Major Jamie Erskine, Sharon McConnell and our co-opted technical expert Alan Connor – great 
work indeed. 

 

One further initiative that I would like to highlight is that of establishing a series of more frequent and informal         
gatherings, both North and South, along the lines of a ‘Pie and Pint’. Perhaps at lunch time or after work in the relaxed 
atmosphere of a pub.  More will follow from Major Roger MacMillan who I know is working with others to set this up.   

 

This Newsletter provides the diary of events which I trust will lead to many of us getting together.  I for one am looking 
forward to catching up with as many as possible and hearing your views on the Association and how it can continue to 
best provide support – remember, it is your Association and it will be what you want it to be.  The Branch Chairmen, 
Association Vice Chairman Lieutenant Colonel Billy Raitt and I will meet at the AGM in London 7 May where I hope to 
hear your collective views. 

 

And now the detail from the Branch Chairmen:  

 

 

 

mailto:CFL143@gmail.com
mailto:CFL143@gmail.com
mailto:CFL143@gmail.com
mailto:homehqscotsdg@gmail.com
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Branch Notices 

Aberdeen and North of Scotland  

Chairman & Secretary: Mr A A (Alistair) Black, 24 Scolty Place, Banchory, Aberdeenshire, AB31 3WA 
   Home: 01330  822606  Fax: 01330 823100  Mobile: 07980 906080 
   email: alec2247@sky.com     
 
 

Breakfast Clubs 

Breakfast clubs are continuing to increase in numbers and are an excellent venue where Ex- Service personnel can 
get together for a bit of banter with eats and drinks providing that comradeship that you miss when coming out of the 
forces.  Banchory Breakfast Club meets at 1100hrs on the first Sunday of each month at the Banchory Legion any   
ex-service members are welcome.  Check your local area as there may be a Breakfast Club that you could support. 

Men’s Shed 

Men’s Sheds are another great idea that is growing in popularity. Much like the Breakfast Club they are a place where 
both civilian and ex-service personnel can get together not only for the company and banter, comradeship and      
wellbeing but also a place where you can learn new skills or teach the skills you know. Banchory Legion now        
supports a men’s shed at their premises so anyone wishing to join them should ring the Legion office on              
01330 822347. 

Banchory & District Pipe Band 

Banchory and District Pipe Band are looking for new pipers and drummers, both experienced and beginners, so if   
anyone knows of potential recruits please let me know. 

 

I have been doing the Secretary and Treasurer’s job for our Branch since 1989 and also the Chairman’s role after the 
death of Capt Pers. Mackesy many years ago. It is time to call it a day so I am looking for volunteers to take on the 
roles following our AGM in May.  If there are no volunteers then the Branch will be closed and all funds remaining will 
handed over to Home HQ. 

 

The Pipes & Drums in the        

Great Hall of Edinburgh Castle 

below the painting  

“Fight for The Standard” 

mailto:alec2247@sky.com
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Edinburgh and East of Scotland  

Chairman:  Major A D G (Aidan) Stephen 

                   email: aidanstephen@mac.com 

 

Secretary:  Mr A (Sandy) Fowler, 2. Dargill Farm Cottages, Crieff, PH7 4HJ 

      Mobile : 07908 662962 

                  email:  lauglaufer@protonmail.com  

        

 

 
Fairly quiet start to 2022 thanks to the ongoing restrictions, however, it does seem hopeful that some form of         
normality is on the horizon. 
 
Firstly, my belated thanks to Ross Munro, David Cunningham, Jimmy Rae and everyone else who gave assistance to 
me at the Remembrance Parade at Princes Street Gardens, 2021. Thank you all ! 
 
Forthcoming Events:- 
 
Armed Forces Day Edinburgh 
This will take place on Saturday 25 June 2022 commencing at 1000hrs at St. Andrews Square, Edinburgh.  
Further details will be promulgated when known.. 
 
2022 Branch Dinner   
It has been decided to have a combined Branch event this year (Aberdeen, Edinburgh & Glasgow). It is planned for 
the second weekend in September 2022 (9th-11th) and will be similar to the previous Bannockburn events and      
hopefully will be in the Lothians area.  Full details will be promulgated once the i's have been dotted and the t's 
crossed. Let's take this opportunity to get back together again and let our hair down ( well, those of us that still have 
hair ...ladies excepted!) 
 
Garden of Remembrance Service, Edinburgh. 
This will take place on Monday 24

 
October 2022 commencing at 1100hrs at Scott Monument, Princes Street         

Gardens. 
 
 
Remembrance Sunday, National Event 2022.  
To be held at the Stone of Remembrance, City Chambers, Edinburgh, 1100hrs on Sunday 13

th
 November 2022 

 
The Edinburgh Branch Parade will be held as usual in Princes St. Gardens at 1100hrs 
All of the above events are subject to prevailing restrictions which, as we have witnessed, can be rather haphazard! 
 
My best wishes to you all 
 
Sandy Fowler 

mailto:aidanstephen@mac.com
mailto:langlaufer@protonmail.com
mailto:langlaufer@protonmail.com
mailto:langlaufer@protonmail.com


 

Glasgow and West of Scotland  

Chairman:  Mr R  (Ronny) Johnston, 16 Outdale Avenue, Prestwick, Ayrshire KA9 1EU 
                  Home: 01292 478437 Mob: 07947666731 
                  email: happy129@hotmail.com 

 
Secretary:  Mr Hunter (Maxi) Maxwell, 41 Ewart Crescent, Hamilton, ML3 8LY 
                  Mob: 07510824160 
                  email: huntermaxwell573@gmail.com 

Last few months of 2021  
Association Golf tournament – This year’s event took place at the Drumoig Golf Course on Friday 17 September 2021. A great 
turnout from both the serving regiment and association. A big thank you too all those who helped organise the event, especial ly       
Lt Col Billy Raitt, Hunter Maxwell and of course Sandy Fowler who recorded the day’s play through his camera lens. Special     
mention also to Frankie Mellon, the chief cheerleader.  
Congratulations to all the winners: 
 
Association Trophy - Kenneth Robertson    One and Only Trophy - Will Brown   
Stableford 1st Place - Kenneth Robertson   Stableford 2nd Place - Will Brown 
Stableford 3rd Place - David Thomson   Longest Drive - Daniel Kennedy  
Nearest the Pin - Will Brown    Most Golf Played - Adam Collins 
Two’s - Eddie Miller and Will Brown 
 
Annual Branch Dinner Night – After some 28 months in the planning, we finally held our annual dinner on Saturday 27 November 
2021. The venue was the GoGlasgow Urban Hotel. We had 121 booked in for this event, but due to storm Arwen creating havoc in 
certain areas on the Friday night, some unfortunately didn’t make the evening. So, in total there were 116 guests in attendance. The 
dinner was originally planned as a usual annual branch dinner, but turned into a triple anniversary event. The 30 th Anniversary of  
Op Granby, 50th Anniversary of the Regiment and the 125th Anniversary of the formation of the Glasgow Branch of the Royal Scots 
Greys. Hectic….YES, fun…… MOST DEFINITELY.  
Lt Col John Sharples (CO at the time of Op Granby) gave an informative and amusing talk on the build-up and subsequent battle to 
free Kuwait from the Iraqis. This was followed up with a video compiled before and during the battle. A booklet – Desert Dragoons – 
was Produced by Maj Ravnkilde. Everyone received a copy.  
We had the pleasure of the company of our new Colonel of the Regiment Brig Ben Edwards, the Association Chairman Col Andrew 
Phillips and the Vice-Chairman Lt Col Billy Raitt. A presentation was made to Billy on behalf of our members to thank him for being 
our chairman from 2012-2019. A token of appreciation was also presented to our outgoing Association Chairman.  
Thanks must go to the serving members for braving the weather travelling down from Leuchars. Capt James McLachlan, SSM    
Jason Messenger, WO2 Jacqueline Taube and husband Paul, Cpls Alex Tootle, Neil McCubbin, Apolsia Sokia and of course our 
piper for the night Tpr Conall Stewart.  
The remainder of the evening was taken up dancing, drinking and chatting. The entertainment was provided by ABBA Dreams who 
were amazed that us older people could dance to the beat. We’ve still got it ladies. An auction of regimental memorabilia was held 
with over half the money raised going to charity. Thank you all for coming and hopefully we will see you again at our next gathering. 
Thanks also to the committee members without whom this whole evening would’ve been a none starter. 
 
Planned events for 2022 
Armed Forces Day Saturday 25 June 2022 – The National Event is currently still to be held in Scarborough, but as usual we will 
be attending the Glasgow event on the same day. No Warning Order has yet been issued, but it is expected to be similar to        
previous AFD parades. Form up on Holland Street and march down to George Square. Hopefully we will be invited to a reception in 
the Civic Chambers afterwards, but due to Covid, this is of course not guaranteed. A gathering in a drinking establishment will most 
definitely take place. 
 
2022 Branch Dinner, Association Golf and Bowling Competition 
It has been decided that we hold a combined (Glasgow, Edinburgh and Aberdeen branches) weekend similar to the previous     
Bannockburn Events. It should be noted that, although this event is being run by the 3 branches, it is open to all association and 
regimental members and partners to attend from all branches. The plan is to hold the event in the central belt area of Scotland on 
the second weekend of September (9th-11th). The Association Golf to be held on the 9th and the Bowling on 10th at venues near to 
the main hotel area. There will also be entertainment in the main hotel on both nights. Full details are still to be finalised, but it  
promises to be a weekend to remember.  
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North East of England  

Chairman:  Capt Nicholas Orr 
                   Home: 01423 322673 
       email: nso@orrsimpson.co.uk 
              
Secretary:  Mr Hovis Brown, 89 Western Road, Balby, Doncaster, S Yorks, DN4 8LN 
                   Home: 01302 302929, Mob: 07815 147046 
                   email: SCOTS.d.g.ne.branch@gmail.com 
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The last 2 years have been hard for us all but there is light at the end of the tunnel. 
 
We would like to thank the members who laid wreaths at various locations within our area with a special thanks to 
Scotty Holden for standing in at the last minute at the Royal Scots Greys Memorial Tablet at the Presbyterian Church 
York.  
 
A sad farewell was made this year to Bert Kendrick. 
 
Can all Branch members who are new (last 12 months) to the Internet or the Branch, please send a simple contact      
e-mail to: scots.dg.ne.branch@gmail.com  

 

The same applies to any existing member who did not receive the Branch Dinner letter or might have changed their     
e-mail address recently. 

 

Branch membership ‘online’ is always growing, please take the time to send that e-mail. Doing so also enables       
information from Home HQ or other branches, to be passed on to you with the minimum amount of delay.   

 

Branch Dinner 2023.  Sat 11 Mar 23. Details will be provided in good time. 

The Pipes & Drums 

in the Great Hall of 

Edinburgh Castle for 

the forthcoming  

promotion of the  

50th Anniversary of  

Amazing Grace 

mailto:nso@orrsimpson.co.uk
mailto:SCOTS.d.g.ne.branch@gmail.com
mailto:A.SCOTSDG.Veteran@gmail.com
mailto:SCOTS.d.g.ne.branch@gmail.com
mailto:scots.dg.ne.branch@gmail.com


 

North West of England and Wales 

Chairman: Col J H S (John) MacLean, Pentre Heylin  Hall, Maesbrook, Oswestry, Shorpshire, SY10 8QH 
                   Home: 01691 682242, Mob: 07719 350053 
                   email: jhsmaclean@gmail.com  
  
Vice Chairman: Mr R A  (Dick) Hill BEM, 242 Shelley Road, Blacon, Chester, CH1 5UZ 
              Home:  01244 377935                  
              email: rahill12@hotmail.com 
  
Secretary:   Mr P (Peter) Farley 
       Home: 01244 520199                   
       email: pmafarley@btinternet.com  
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Nunshigum 76/77 was finally held at the Masonic Hall Macclesfield on Saturday 2
nd

 October 2021.  

Quinten Smith and his wife Caroline attended representing the Wooden Spoons Charity. Quinten is on the Board of 

Directors for the Wooden Spoons Charity. 59 the attended Nunshigum Ball. The Branch Chairman Col John MacLean 

was unable to attend, due to Covid restrictions as he was delayed in Ireland. 

An auction of Rugby regalia and a selection of other prizes, and a raffle were held, £1200 was raised to share with the 

Wooden Spoons and the Branch. Thw Waterloo Band entertained us with a selection of pipe music. 

After a successful Ball, plans are already in place for Nunshigum Ball 78. 

 

 

 

 

    

                                                                                               

The annual reunion was held on Saturday 13
th
 November 2021 at the United Services club Chester. In total 44         

attended. All had a great time and  it was nice to see all the old boys again, after nearly two years. Two new members 

joined us Colin and Andrew Daniels who were made most welcome. The member on the phone is Bob Riley who never 

misses the annual reunion, made the journey from County Tippperary. 

 

 

 

On Remembrance Sunday twelve members were on parade. The Secretary, Peter Farley, laid the wreath at Chester          

Cathedral and Adam Butler carried the Standard. 

 

 

On Sunday 5
 
December we held our first branch meeting at the United Services club. We discussed the future of the 

branch, as the secretary will be retiring at the AGM in March. 

 

We all so held our Christmas card exchange, with a drink and mince pies. 

 

The AGM will be held on  Sunday 6th March 2022 1200hrs in the US Club Chester. 

Peter  & Margaret Farley  

with Caroline & Quinten Smith. 

mailto:jhsmaclean@gmail.com
mailto:rahill12@hotmail.com
mailto:pmafarley@btinternet.com


 

London and South East of England 
  
Chairman: Captain R (Rupert) Gather, Lower Ground, 7 Ormonde Gate, London, SW3 4EU 
                                   Home: 07885 665543 

                                   e-mail: Rupert.Gather@Investek.com  

Vice Chairman: Mr John Rochester 
  Mob: 07930 734741 
  email: rqmsrhc@gmail.com  
 
Secretary: Mr G (George) Cochlan, 22 West Road, London, SW3 4NL 

                 email: georgecochlan@outlook.com 
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Dear Branch Members, 
 
I would like to begin by saying a huge thank you to Howard, Dave and John on your behalf for all their sterling      
efforts over the last decade and more. They have worked tirelessly on your behalf behind the scenes to try to make 
the London and South East of England Branch of the Association a place where you feel welcome, and would like to 
attend and support the events and activities on offer, in order to try and ensure the longevity of our friendship with 
each other. It does not matter when or which Regiment you joined, as we are all part of one big family, who are here 
to support one another through the good times and the bad. 
 
Rupert Gather has stepped up to continue the excellent work already put in place by Howard and is our new Branch 
Chairman, John Rochester has been persuaded to hang about for a little bit longer and will take over as Vice    
Chairman from Dave Roberts and lastly, I have replaced John as the Branch Secretary. 
 
Going forward, we are keen to try and improve attendance at our Branch gatherings but are also acutely aware that 
travelling into Central London is expensive and time consuming. In a bid to try to accommodate everyone, we may 
attempt to hold smaller gatherings in your local area, but in order for that to happen we need you to suggest possible 
dates and venues where there is ample free parking, suitable public transport options and an event or occasion we 
can potentially blister on to, albeit incognito. This is an ambitious plan, and may not work, however, it is worth       
exploring to see if there is any appetite to improve attendance at events. If you have any suggestions please let me 
know and we will investigate the feasibility of pulling something together. To give you an idea of the area the Branch     
covers, I have included a map with your Post Codes plotted. 
 
Map of London and South East Association Branch Members 

 

mailto:Rupert.Gather@Investek.com
mailto:rqmsrhc@gmail.com
mailto:helston54@gmail.com
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Light Cavalry Gathering aka London Branch Reunion. Saturday 7 May 2022. A combined gathering of ex Cavalry 
Regiments is planned to take place in the Chelsea Pensioners Club of the Royal Hospital Chelsea from 1900hrs. 
Dress; Suit/blazer.  

Royal Armoured Corps Sunday. Sunday 16 October 2022 (TBC), at the Royal Hospital Chelsea. Muster from 1000 
for 1030hrs parade followed by chapel and then drinks in the Chelsea Pensioners Club. Dress; suit/blazer with     
medals and berets.  

Field of Remembrance. Thursday 5 November 2022 (TBC). Entry by 1025 for 1100hrs. St Margaret’s Westminster. 
Enhanced security rules mean that those attending must be in possession of invitations (tickets) available from the 
Regimental Secretary with full details in due course. Gather at the Regimental plot by 1030hrs for the opening         
followed by a toast to Absent Friends in the Windsor Castle pub in Francis Street Westminster. Dress; suit/blazer with 
beret and medals. 

Carabiniers Memorial Service. Sunday 6 December 2022 (TBC). The Branch will muster from 0930hrs at the    
Carabiniers Memorial on the embankment at Chelsea Bridge for the annual remembrance and wreath laying. Dress; 
suit/blazer beret and medals. Service begins at 1000hrs and will be followed by attendance at the Chelsea Pensioners 
Chapel and then drinks in the Chelsea Pensioners Club. 

 

Confirmation of dates 

Please note that some of the dates for the various events have a TBC. Do not book any travel tickets or                   
accommodation until you have a confirmed date from the Branch or Home Headquarters. In addition, should we     
experience any further coronavirus outbreaks some events may be impacted and either attendance numbers will be 
reduced, or the event cancelled. We will do our best to keep you up to date with any information in regard to any of 
our proposed events. 

 

I look forward to hearing from you, 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

George 



 

South West of England  

T H E  R O Y A L  S C O T S  D R A G O O N  G U A R D S  
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Chairman/Secretary: Captain N D  (Nick) Oliver, 71 Lowther Road, Bournemouth, BH8 8NW 
                                  email: n.oliver@scotsdg.co.uk 
 

At last! It has been a busy last 6 months for the SW Branch as we start to build from the pandemic and on the past 
success in bringing all that is great about our Regiment together for past, present and future members. Our drive to 
update our communication list and to recruit greater numbers continues with great success and this can be shown by 
the number of people attending the Branch Gathering in Bovington, which still grows year on year. 

 

I would like to start by thanking our recently retired Chairman, Lt Col Michael Oliver (who 
retired at the last Gathering handing over to his son, me! )  for his 32 years service to the  
Association. I very much hope that we will see lots of him over the years to come. I 
would also like to welcome Lt Col Mick Lillie as the Deputy Chairman of the Branch and 
we will announce further appointments on the revised Committee in due course. 

 

The Gathering at Bovington took place in November and was really successful with 
many serving members joining the old and bold. Dinner was provided by Mrs Katarina 
Oliver, Mrs Fee Allen and Mrs April Phillips and, as always, there was nothing left to 
take home. This year was         particularly special, not only for the fact that 80 members 
of our Regiment were present but also for the talk given by Lt Col John Sharples about 
Op Granby when he was Commanding Officer. This was fascinating and bought back 
many memories for many of those present that night.  

 

We were also entertained by a mini band from the Waterloo Pipes and Drums. They always prove to be a highlight 
and this year was no exception. After playing two excellent sets the Pipers joined the rest of the members for a well 
earnt pint.  We would like to thank Captain Joe Toward for his years of support to the Gathering and wish him well in 
his retirement and to thank the team at the Royal Wessex (Capt Tim Carpenter SCOTS DG and WO2 Emma Walsh ) 
for allowing us to use the venue yet again.  

We are looking at the possibility of holding a dinner this year given the relaxation of the COVID rules. Further details 
will be promulgated as soon as possible. 

We would be really grateful if all could pass onto ex Regimental members who live in our area the benefits of our    
activities.  Together we can build. It is also very hard to keep track on serving members being posted into our area 
and thus I would be grateful if any serving member new to the area could email me on n.oliver@scostdg.co.uk so that 
we can keep you updated on events. 

And finally, the Association AGM is to take place this year in May. If any Branch member has any issue or point that 
they would like us to raise then please feel free to email me, the Chairman. 

On a related mattter, I have to mention that one of our Regimental daughters - Jessica Oliver – and a friend took part 
in the Talisker Whisky Atlantic Challenge this year. The girls rowed 3,000 miles across the Atlantic raising funds for 
Shelter and      Womens’ Aid. A massive feat. They carried our Cap Badge on the Boat and beat the World Record by 
an amazing 5 days. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:n.oliver@scotsdg.co.uk
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Chairman: Lieutenant Colonel M P A Bullen MBE, Stair House, Stair, Mauchline, Ayrshire, KA5 5HW 
                  Home 01292591797 Mobile : 07817565322 
                  email: mpabullen@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: Mr H W G (Bert) Tomkins, 8 Baptie Place, Bo’ness, West Lothian, EH51 0NN 
    email: drummie01@btinternet.com 
 
Charlie Ralley email: charlie.ralley@btinternet.com  

Musicians (Band, Pipes and Drums) 

 

 

 

 

It was in April 1972 that the regiment recorded a combined-band arrangement of Amazing Grace, that stayed in the 
charts for 24 weeks. This was in the era of vinyl records and was released by RCA. The record reached number one 
in the charts in the United Kingdom, Ireland, Australia, New Zealand, Canada and South Africa in 1972. The track 
sold over seven million copies by mid-1977 and the Regiment received a number of Gold Discs. It was the first time 
a military band had achieved such success and the combined bands featured on Top of the Pops several times.  

It is fitting therefore that the 50th anniversary be marked in an appropriate manner, especially as there remains a 
small number of musicians who performed on the original track. It is also several years since the Pipes & Drums and 
Musicians branch was able to hold an event, so it is hoped that many former members of the two bands will be able 
to join us for a celebratory dinner in Edinburgh from 1900hrs on 2 April 2022.  

Recognising that former musicians are scattered across the whole of the UK and further, the cost of travel to        
Edinburgh as well as overnight accommodation and the dinner, may prove too much for some. For those unable to 
join us I hope that you might be able to join your local branch dinner and if you feel able, play a rendition of Amazing 
Grace in tribute to the astonishing achievement of 50 years ago.  

If you would like to reserve places at the dinner, please send a cheque for £28 per person (payable to SCOTS DG 
Home HQ) to Home Headquarters, or arrange a Bank Transfer, (the preferred method of payment), to SCOTS DG 
Home HQ Account, Sort code 83-34-00, Account number 00245745 by 10 March so that final arrangements can 
be put in place.                              

If paying by BACS, please put your name down as the reference. The venue is to be the Leonardo Hotel, 187      
Clermiston Road, Edinburgh EH12 6UG. There will be a raffle (donations of suitable prizes most welcome) and   
auction on the night and we hope to have some pipers from the Regiment as well as formal entertainment. The hotel 
is offering a limited number of bedrooms at special rates of £112 for a double and £104 for a single, inclusive of 
breakfast. These rooms will cease to be retained for the event with effect from 10 March, so reserve direct with the 
hotel      (Tel 0131 535 9988) without delay to secure these rates.  

Amazing Grace 50 

Menu Choices are to be passed to Bert Tomkins by email or post (details above) as soon as possible: 

Starters: Tomato & Basil Soup with Herb Crouton’s 
   Homemade Chicken Liver Parfait, Spiced Pear Chutney & Oatcakes 

 

Main Course: Slow Cooked Feather Blade with Red Wine Jus  

                       Chicken Stuffed with Haggis with Whisky Jus 

Vegetarian Option: Macaroni Cheese 

        Grilled Vegetable Tartlet, Basil Pesto with a Seasonal Garden Salad 

    All Served with Seasonal Vegetables 

 

Dessert: Sticky Toffee Pudding served with Butterscotch Sauce 

               Lemon Tart, Berry Compote & Coulis  

mailto:charlie.ralley@btinternet.com
tel:01315359988
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SCOTS DG MUSEUM SHOP  
This is a selection of some of the items the museum shop has available for sale.   

Enquiries should be made direct to the Shop, either by e-mail (scotsdgshop@gmail.com)  or telephone (0131-220-4387). 

  

   
  

 
  

SCOTS DG  Vandyke Belt 

£27.50 

SCOTS DG Vandyke Socks 

£12.99 

SCOTS DG Silk Tie 

£25.99 

     

Scots DG Vandyke Umbrella 

£39.99  

SCOTS DG Beret 

£20.99 

Greys Polo Shirt 

£21.99 

 
  

 
  

  

SCOTS DG Socks 

£12.99 

Grey’s Tie 

£14.99 

SCOTS DG Vandyke Watch Strap 

£12.99 

mailto:scotsdgshop@gmail.com
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Highland Coo Tartan Handbag 

£19.99 

Royal Stewart Tartan Cufflinks 

£9.99 

SCOTS DG Hairbrush 

£21.99 

Available in Black & Brown    Available in Black & Brown 

SCOTS DG Wallet 

W9.5 x H12.5 x D2.5 cm 

£26.99 

Scottie Tartan Handbag 

£19.99 

SCOTS DG Wallet 

W8 x H10 x D2 cm 

£16.99 

 

  

 

  

  

Eagle Hairbrush  

£21.99 

McKenzie Tartan Cufflinks 

£9.99 

Westie Tartan Handbag 

£19.99 



 

SCOTS DG MONTHLY PRIZE DRAW 

1. The SCOTS DG monthly draw was launched in April 2013. 

2. Entries for the draw must be paid in advance and each entry will be allocated a unique number which will be     

eligible for every draw for which payment has been made. The cost of entry is £2 per month (1 draw) which must be 

bought in a batch covering six (£12) or twelve (£24) months. More than one entry per month can be purchased and        

payment made by cheque, cash or debit/credit card. 

3. The draw by random computer selection is made on the last Friday of each month (or Thursday if the Friday is 

a Bank Holiday).  Prizes will be awarded as follows: 

 1st number drawn – 35% of the month’s income. 

 2nd number drawn – 15% of the month’s income. 

 3rd number drawn – 5% of the month’s income. 

The remaining 45% will be donated to the Regimental Trust: (55% is the maximum prizes payout allowed under the 

terms of the licence). 

4. The result of each month’s draw is posted on the Association web site and cheques are sent to the winners 

within one week of the draw taking place. 

5. A proforma is opposite for those wishing to take part.  Spread the word; the more entries there are, the bigger 

the prizes. 

Charity No. SC 016483 

Promoter: Major JMK Erskine, Home Headquarters, The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards, The Castle, Edinburgh, EH1 

2YT 

Registered under the Gambling Act 2005 with The City of Edinburgh Licensing Board. 

 

The draw takes place on the last Friday of each month and costs £2 per entry. The draw is made by a random      
computer selection and prizes are paid for first, second and third numbers drawn. The Regimental Trust receives 45% 
of each month’s takings. The draw has currently raised £4987.11 (to Jan 2018) for the Regimental Trust. Anyone can 
take part (including family and friends) and full details can be found on the Association website or by contacting Home 
Headquarters. Payment can be made by cheque, credit/debit card or standing order. An application form is at the rear 
of the newsletter. 
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SCOTS DG MONTHLY PRIZE DRAW 

 

Name: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

   

Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

  

………………………………………………………………………………….Post Code: …………………….. 

Tel: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….  

E-mail: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….  

 

I wish to take part in the monthly draw.  The cost is £2.00 for each number, per month. 

Please allocate me ………... (qty) draw number (s). 

I enclose payment for 6 or 12 months commencing 

……………………………………………………………………...  (month) 

Amount enclosed: £

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

(Cheque made payable to ‘SCOTS DG Home HQ’) 

or 

Please charge to my credit/debit card.. 

Nota Bene:  Card authorities cannot be processed without the full address and all detail requested. 

 

Card type: VISA Mastercard Maestro Debit card (Not Diners or Amex) 

Card Number: (16 numbers): _  _  _  _     _  _  _  _     _  _  _  _     _  _  _  _ 

Security code: _  _  _  Start date:     Expiry date:  Issue Number 

         (if applicable) 

Essential:  If different from address above, card billing address is recorded below. 

If you wish to pay by standing order, please request a mandate form 

from Home Headquarters 

 

Date:      Signed: 
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The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards Association 
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) Policy 

 
 
 

Introduction 

You will all be aware that GDPR is a new, Europe wide, law that replaces the Data Protection Act 1998 in the United 
Kingdom. It places greater obligations on how organisations handle personal data. It came into effect on 25 May 2018. 
We, in Home Headquarters, must comply with the new regulations. 

We use the information we hold to keep you up to date with Regimental news and events, and to encourage           
comradeship. This note is mainly aimed at those who served in the Regiment and some family members (eg widows) 
who are included in certain aspects of our business. We will continue to send you information unless you opt out. If 
you wish to opt out, thus receive no communication from us, you should contact us in Home Headquarters and inform 
us that that is your wish. 

We also publish the names in the Regimental Journal of those that have given us permission to do so.  If you would 
like your name to appear as a member of the Association, you are asked to contact the Assistant Regimental               
Secretary if you have not already done so. 

Information Home Headquarters Holds 

We may hold some information about your service in the Regiment, such as the dates and the regiments in which you 
served.  In addition, in many cases we hold your name, postal address, your email address and telephone numbers 
where provided.  

Privacy Policy and Legal Basis for Holding the Data 

To allow Home Headquarters to achieve its objectives through the Association, the information we hold will be           
targeted and proportionate to allow us to achieve that purpose. As the Association is a voluntary membership         
organisation there is legitimate interest for us to hold your information. This is the lawful basis for us to hold that      
information and it will be used in line with members’ reasonable expectations. 

We do not share your information with any other organisation. 

Processing Information 

We process your information with the explicit aim of maintaining contact with you as someone who served with The 
Royal Scots Dragoon Guards and its antecedent regiments or with family connections to us. We only send you       
information that is relevant to your service in the Regiment. This will include Regimental News and social events and 
when dealing with the regimental magazine or Regimental Trust matters pertaining to subscriptions. 

We hold the following lists: 

• Retired Officer List 

• Serving Officer List 

• Officers’ Widow List 

• Branch Contact List 

• Eagle and Carbine Subscribers List 

• Gift Aid List 

• Trustees’ List for Museum and Regimental Trust 

• Monthly Draw lists 
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The information is mainly stored in digital form on desk top computers in a room that is locked when not occupied. 
Any paper copies are held in secure lockers. 

There are two exceptions to the detail above. The first concerns the processing of SSAFA reports that are presented 
to the Welfare Committee. SSAFA operate an encrypted Customer Management System (CMS) the is compliant 
with GDPR. Any historical paper records are held in secure lockers. Home Headquarters carries out a review of   
historical welfare cases. If they are no longer relevant or out of date they will be destroyed. The second involves  
information published on the Association website and the Museum website (www.scotsdgassn.org.uk and 
www.scotsdgmuseum.com ). Office Bearer’s names are published and contact email address is given for each 
Branch. 
  
Holding of Information – Timelines 

We will hold contact details for as long as an individual wish to maintain contact with the Regiment. In the case of the           
Regimental Magazine and Museum Trust we will maintain details whilst someone is a subscriber/member. Office 
Bearers’ details will be removed from the respective lists, as and when they resign from their post.  

Details provided by individuals relating to a specific event will be deleted as soon as possible after the event has  
taken place.   

If a member dies, his/her details will be deleted. 

Control of Personal Information 

You can control your information in two ways; you can ask us to correct or update your personal information at any 
time or else you can ask us to remove your details from our lists. If you are not receiving emails from Home      
Headquarters and think you should be, please update your details by sending them to  homehqscotsdg@gmail.com 

We will not pass your personal information to any other individual or organisation without your permission. 

Access to Data 

Only the MOD employed staff of Home Headquarters will have access to individual’s data in order for them to carry 
out their legitimate tasks. 

Care of your information 

We will take reasonable steps to ensure the privacy of your information. 

Subject Access Requests 

We hold the minimum information possible to allow us to maintain contact with you, however, you can contact us 
with a   Subject Access Request if you want to ask us to provide you with the information we hold about you. We are 
required to     provide this to you within one month. 

Data Breaches 

The computers in the office have up to date anti-virus and spyware software but in the event of a data breach we will 
advise you if there has been loss of your data. We will have to notify the Information Commissioner’s Office where it 
is likely to result in a risk to the rights and freedoms of individuals. 

Special Data 

GDPR refers to sensitive personal data as “special categories of personal data”. We do not record any such special 
data. 

http://www.scotsdgassn.org.uk
http://www.scotsdgmuseum.com
mailto:homehqscotsdg@gmail.com
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