
How To Present Evidence In 
Debate Rounds



Intro
● This is a PowerPoint derived from 

the DebateDrills Academy course 
“How to Cut a Card.”

● To see more (including a video), 
check it out here.

https://academy.debatedrills.com/courses/how-to-cut-a-card


Example 
Resolution and 

Affirmative

● Resolved: The United States ought 
not provide military aid to 
authoritarian regimes

● Affirmative: The United States ought 
not provide military aid to Saudi 
Arabia. 
○ Disclaimer: There’s a debate as to 

whether Saudi Arabia is an 
authoritarian regime.



We present 
evidence using 

“cards”

● Definition: (this is a 
made up term but this is 
the debate definition)
○ It’s the evidence you read in a 

round to support your position

● 3 components:
○ Tagline (“tag”)

○ Citation (“cite”)

○ Article text



Tag

● Definition: 

○ It’s the summary of the evidence 
you’ll be reading



Tag -
Example 1



Tag -
Example 2



Tag -
Example 3



Cite
● Definition: it’s the place where you 

give the author credit for the work 
and state where you got the evidence 
from 



Format

● This isn’t your AP US 
History paper 

● Judges don’t care if periods and 
commas are in the right place or if 
it’s MLA or Chicago format

● BUT you NEED to give proper 
credit and reference important 
information (like qualifications) that 
will help you in round



Cite 
components

● Last name of author, year 
(you read this out loud)

● Full name of author and 
qualifications

● Article title in quotations
● Publication
● Date
● URL
● Your initials (optional)



Cite -
Example 1



Cite -
Example 2



Article text
● Definition: this should be fairly self-

explanatory but it’s the actual text of 
the article that you attained



Format

● 3 components
○ Highlighted text: what you read 

out loud
○ Underlined text: everything that is 

relevant/potentially important 
from the article

○ Shrunken text: everything that is 
not relevant/not potentially 
important to make your point 
(optional)



KEY Notes

● You have to take full 
paragraphs from the article 
(you cannot take part of a 
paragraph, start in the middle of the 
paragraph, etc)

● You do NOT have to take the full 
article

● You must include every single word 
from the paragraphs (you cannot 
modify the author’s words)



Text -
Example 1



Text -
Example 2



Conclusion 
Slide

● A card has 3 parts: the tagline, 
citation and article text

● How you format a card is up to you, 
but remember to follow the general 
guidelines in this course! 

Thank you for watching!


