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THE INVITATION TO FOLLOW

A.  The Source of the Invitation

1.  Jesus’ _______________ recorded invitation:

“Come, follow me, and I will send you off to fish for people.”  (Mark 1:17)

2.  Jesus’ _______________ recorded invitation:

“If I want him to remain alive, what is that to you?  You must follow me.”  (John 21:22)

B.  The Tension of the Invitation

1.  Jesus invites us to _______________, but Jesus also calls us to _______________.

“Jesus called them together and said, ‘You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 
high officials exercise authority over them.  Not so with you.  Instead, whoever wants 

to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be 
your slave – just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life 

as a ransom for many.’”  (Matthew 20:25-28)

a.  Jesus does __________________ the role of a leader, Jesus _________________ the role of a leader.

Today’s Big Idea...

The _______________ leaders _______________ the __________________________________.



1. What is your response to the thoughts of prudery, innocence, and purity? 
2. Where have you felt the tension between your faith and culture in the areas of money, sex, and power? 

3. How have sex, power, and/or money led the agendas of your life? 
4. What invitations have you accepted that have caused you to ignore the invitations you have had from God?  

5. What are some of the voices you are listening to or hearing from rather than God’s voice? 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Sympathy is extended to Simon & Gloria So on the passing of Simon’s mother.
Sympathy is extended to our Global Workers, Sheldon & Anna Armitage, on the passing of Anna’s mother.

Sympathy is extended to Jean Meakins on the loss of her daughter.

FAMILY MATTERS

“Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.”  (1 Corinthians 11:1)

C.  The Outworking of the Invitation

1.  In response to money:

a.  Following Jesus means following the pathway of ____________________...

“Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.  
In this way they will lay up treasures for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, 

so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.”  (1 Timothy 6:18-19)

2.  In response to sex:

a.  Following Jesus means following the pathway of ____________________...

“It is God’s will that you should be sanctified:  that you should avoid sexual immorality;  
that each of you should learn to control your own body in a way that is holy and honorable, 

not in passionate lust like pagans, who do not know God...  For God did not call us to be impure, 
but to live a holy life.”  (1 Thessalonians 4:3-5, 7)

i.  To follow Jesus as a sexual being is to place ____________________ above ____________________.

3.  In response to power:

a.  Following Jesus means following the pathway of ____________________...

“In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:  
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used 

to his own advantage;  rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made 
in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself 

by becoming obedient to death – even death on a cross!”  (Philippians 2:5-8)
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