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BE SLOW TO SPEAK

“My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this:  
Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 
because human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires.”   

(James 1:19-20)

A.  What Does “Slow to Speak” Even Mean?

1.  When you read the phrase in context, James isn’t recommending that we speak _______________, 
James is recommending that we speak _______________.

Watch Your Words...
“Not many of you should become teachers, my fellow believers, because you know that we who teach will 

be judged more strictly.  We all stumble in many ways.  Anyone who is never at fault 
in what they say is perfect, able to keep their whole body in check.

When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the whole animal.  Or take 
ships as an example.  Although they are large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very 

small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go.  Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes 
great boasts...  All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and sea creatures are being tamed and have been tamed 

by mankind, but no human being can tame the tongue.
It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.”  (James 3:1-5a, 7-8)

B.  How Would Being “Slow to Speak” Improve Our Relationships?

1.  Being “slow to speak” should ____________________ the ____________________
         produced by ____________________ words.

a.  Generally speaking, our _______________ response is rarely our ______________ response.

“Do you see someone who speaks in haste?  There is more hope for a fool than for them.”  
(Proverbs 29:20)



GIVING OPTIONS - See our giving options at https://www.broadwaychurch.com/give

1. How would you change the way you speak if Jesus was in the room?
2.  Next time you’re on social media, how can you keep your mouth shut and fingers still? 

3.  How can you be slow to tweet?
4.  What has been a situation when you’ve regretted what you said or posted? 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

“The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit.”  
            (Proverbs 18:21)

2.  Being “slow to speak” should ____________________ the ____________________ 
          produced by ____________________ words.

a.  _________________________ our ____________________ time means 
            ________________________ our ____________________ time.

“Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be hasty in your heart to utter anything before God.  
God is in heaven and you are on earth, so let your words be few.”   (Ecclesiastes 5:2)

“Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know 
how to answer everyone.”  (Colossians 4:6)

Today’s “Big Idea”...

____________________ the ____________________ of your words goes a long way towards 

____________________ the ____________________ of your words.
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