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“HOW SHOULD A CHRIST FOLLOWER RESPOND 
TO GOVERNING AUTHORITIES?”

A.  What Is the Role of the Church?

1.  The church is called to be the people of God in this world: ____________________ by Him and
 ____________________ by His Spirit.

“When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our 
inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession...”  (Eph 1:13b-14)

2.  The church is called to live as salt and light in this world: ____________________ His message and
____________________ in His ways. 

“You are the salt of the earth...  You are the light of the world...”  (Matthew 5:13a, 14a)

B.  What Is the Role of the Government?

“Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has 
established.  The authorities that exist have been established by God.  

Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those 
who do so will bring judgment on themselves.  For rulers hold no terror for those 

who do right, but for those who do wrong.  Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority?  
Then do what is right and you will be commended.  For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good. 

 But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason.  
They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.  

Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment 
but also as a matter of conscience.  

This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, 
who give their full time to governing.  Give to everyone what you owe them:  If you owe taxes, pay taxes;  if 

revenue, then revenue;  if respect, then respect;  if honor, then honor.”  (Romans 13:1-7)

“Pilate said, ‘Don’t you realize I have power either to free you or crucify you?’  Jesus answered, 
‘You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above.’”  (John 19:10b-11a)

1.  The government is an institution created ________ God and ultimately responsible _______ God.

2.  The government’s God-given role is to restrain and punish _______________, as well as to protect 
and maintain the sanctity of ___________________________________.



GIVING OPTIONS - See our giving options at https://www.broadwaychurch.com/give

1. What would the government have to decree in order for you to disobey?
2. What makes it hard for you to submit to the government?

3. To whom do you look to interpret God’s law for you? The media? Talk radio? The Church?
4. How are you acting as “salt and light” in your world?

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

C.  How Should the Church Respond to Governing Authorities?

1.  We should ________________________ and ____________________ our governing authorities...

“I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for 
all people – for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.  

This is good and pleases God our Savior...”   (1 Timothy 2:1-3)

“Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good, to 
slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and always to be gentle towards everyone.”  (Titus 3:1-2)

“Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority:  whether to the emperor, 
as the supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong 

and to commend those who do right.”  (1 Peter 2:13-14)

a.  “Submitting to” and “honoring” ________________ the same thing as “agreeing with” and “endorsing”.
 i.  See Acts 23:1-5

2.  We should live as _________________________________________ wherever God places us...

“From one man (God) made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth;  and he marked out their 
appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands.  God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps 

reach out to him and find him, though he is not far from any of us.”  (Acts 17:26-27)

“Seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile.  Pray to the LORD for it, because if it 
prospers, you too will prosper.”  (Jeremiah 29:4-7)

D.  Is This a Blind and Absolute Submission?

1.  As followers of Jesus Christ, our ultimate allegiance and citizenship is not earthly, it is _______________.  

“My kingdom is not of this world.  If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders.  But 
now my kingdom is from another place.”  (John 18:36; 1 Peter 1:17;  Philippians 3:20)

2.  When civil authorities seek to enforce something that goes ___________________________ God’s law, 

we are to ____________________ the civil authorities and ____________________ God’s law.  
(Exodus 1:15-17;  Daniel 3:14-18;  Acts 5:29)

Today’s “Big Idea”...

__________________________________ who ____________ are. 

________________________________ who ____________ are.
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