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A. Who Was Pontius Pilate?
s A ERZ ?

1. Pontius Pilate was a Roman governor... (John 18:28-29)
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“Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor...
So Pilate came out to them and asked, ‘What charges are you bringing against this man?"”
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2. Pontius Pilate was a corrupt judge... (John 18:28 - 19:16; Mark 15:9-15)
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a. He had no respect for the truth. (John 18:37-38a)
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i. Truth is whatever agrees with reality.
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“Jesus answered, ‘You say that | am a king. In fact, the reason | was born
and came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.’
‘What is truth?’ retorted Pilate.”
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b. He refused to follow the evidence. (John 18:38b; 19:4, 6, 16)
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“‘] find no basis for a charge against him...’
‘Look, 1 am bringing him out to you to let you know that | find no basis for a charge against him...’
Pilate answered them, ‘...As for me, | find no basis for a charge against him...”
Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.”
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c. He chose to follow the crowd. (Mark 15:9-15; Matthew 27:24-26)
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“‘Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?’ asked Pilate,
knowing it was out of self-interest that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him.
But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas instead.
‘What shall | do, then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?’ Pilate asked them.
‘Crucify him!’ they shouted. ‘Why? What crime has he committed?’ asked Pilate.
But they shouted all the louder, ‘Crucify him!” Wanting to satisfy the crowd,

Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.”
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B. What Can We Learn from His (Really) Bad Example?
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Today’s Big Idea..5> H =& ...

If you can’t be true, you can’t be trusted.
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1. Following Christ is acknowledging the truth, not creating your own truth.
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“To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, ‘If you hold to my teaching,
you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.
(John 8:31-32)
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2. Following Christ is recognizing that the power of the One within you is greater than
the power of the crowd around you.
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“Don’t let the world squeeze you into its own mold, but let God re-mold your minds
from within...” (Romans 12:2; Phillips Translation)
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