February 26, 2023
EHUD: THE LEFTY WHO MADE IT RIGHT
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Judges 3:12-30 (NLT)

12 0nce again the Israelites did evil in the Lord’s sight, and the Lord gave King Eglon of Moab control over Israel because of their
evil. ¥ Eglon enlisted the Ammonites and Amalekites as allies, and then he went out and defeated Israel, taking possession of
Jericho, the city of palms. ¥ And the Israelites served Eglon of Moab for eighteen years. * But when the people of Israel cried out
to the Lord for help, the Lord again raised up a rescuer to save them. His name was Ehud son of Gera, a left-handed man of the
tribe of Benjamin. The Israelites sent Ehud to deliver their tribute money to King Eglon of Moab. ¢ So Ehud made a double-edged
dagger that was about a foot long, and he strapped it to his right thigh, keeping it hidden under his clothing. ¥’ He brought the
tribute money to Eglon, who was very fat. 18 After delivering the payment, Ehud started home with those who had helped carry the
tribute. *° But when Ehud reached the stone idols near Gilgal, he turned back. He came to Eglon and said, “I have a secret message
for you.” So the king commanded his servants, “Be quiet!” and he sent them all out of the room. ?° Ehud walked over to Eglon, who
was sitting alone in a cool upstairs room. And Ehud said, “I have a message from God for you!” As King Eglon rose from his
seat, ! Ehud reached with his left hand, pulled out the dagger strapped to his right thigh, and plunged it into the king’s belly. 22 The
dagger went so deep that the handle disappeared beneath the king’s fat. So Ehud did not pull out the dagger, and the king’s bowels
emptied. 2 Then Ehud closed and locked the doors of the room and escaped down the latrine. 2 After Ehud was gone, the king’s
servants returned and found the doors to the upstairs room locked. They thought he might be using the latrine in the room, % so
they waited. But when the king didn’t come out after a long delay, they became concerned and got a key. And when they opened
the doors, they found their master dead on the floor. 26 While the servants were waiting, Ehud escaped, passing the stone idols on
his way to Seirah. 2 When he arrived in the hill country of Ephraim, Ehud sounded a call to arms. Then he led a band of Israelites
down from the hills. 2 “Follow me,” he said, “for the Lord has given you victory over Moab your enemy.” So they followed him. And
the Israelites took control of the shallow crossings of the Jordan River across from Moab, preventing anyone from crossing. ?° They
attacked the Moabites and killed about 10,000 of their strongest and most able-bodied warriors. Not one of them escaped. 3° So
Moab was conquered by Israel that day, and there was peace in the land for eighty years.
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Lessons we can learn from Ehud and Eglon:
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1. GOD USES THE UNLIKELY TO DO THE UNEXPECTED.
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1 Corinthians 1:26-29 (NIV)

26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many
were influential; not many were of noble birth. %’ But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the
weak things of the world to shame the strong. %2 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things
that are not—to nullify the things that are, ?° so that no one may boast before him.
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1 Corinthians 1:27 (MSG)
Isn’t it obvious that God deliberately chose men and women that the culture overlooks and exploits and abuses, chose these
“nobodies” to expose the hollow pretensions of the “somebodies”?
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What you are willing to disqualify yourself over,

may be the exact reason God qualifies you for his work!

What you may be using as an excuse for your inaction,

God may be shaping for your victory!
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2. GOD HAS A BETTER PLAN.
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Isaiah 55:8-9 (NIV)
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. “As the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”
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“No left-handed saviour can break us free from the tyranny of sin, but there is One with nail-scarred hands who can
and who does”. — Author Unknown
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Philippians 3:19 (MSG)
..All they want is easy street. They hate Christ’s Cross. But easy street is a dead-end street. Those who live there make their
bellies their gods; belches are their praise; all they can think of is their appetites.
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BIG IDEA: S HE 5:

OUR CIRCUMSTANCES WILL NEVER BE BIGGER THAN OUR SAVIOUR.
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Discussion Questions: [FREE 2.

1. Are you right or left handed?
REai BT ?

2. What are some weaknesses we see in our culture today?
IS RAVSUE A HREEGSES ?

3. What are some of the reasons we disqualify ourselves? Why is that?
HfIEE B CERNERARL ? 22 RTFE ?

4. What appetites do you have that haven’t satisfied you?
REWLE B E R R SH R ERERIIE ?

5. How do you see “everyone doing what was right in their own eyes” prevalent in our
culture today?
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