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The Local Authority Museums Network working in partnership with the
International Council of Museums (Ireland) and the Irish Museums
Association present

Artefacts of Rebellious Ireland – 
Stories from around the Country
As we celebrate International Museum Day 2021, museums are once
again beginning to reopen their doors and welcome back visitors. The
impact of Covid 19 has been felt throughout society and museums have
had to adapt to continue to serve their communities while they were
closed to the public. This has seen museums come up with innovative,
educational and fun ways to ensure that the stories of their collections
could still be explored and enjoyed by everyone.

The theme for International Museum Day 2021 on Tuesday May 18th
is The Future of Museums: Recover and Reimagine. As we all look
forward to the future and the possibility of meeting and spending time
with the ones we love once again, museums can provide a safe space for
our imaginations to roam and our minds to meet. Museums will once
again ring with the sound of laughter, fun and companionship.

The Local Authority Museums Network (LAMN), the International Council
of Museums Ireland (ICOM Ireland) and the Irish Museums Association
(IMA) all work together to promote, support and advocate for the
museum sector across the island of Ireland. These organisations work with
local, regional, national and international partners to ensure the continued
growth of the museum sector and in doing so provide a quality service to
our communities.

Museums are about people and collections – our stories. These stories tell
us about our past and our present but they also allow us to imagine what
our future could be.

Some of the stories we are exploring at the moment are about the Decade
of Centenaries. To mark International Museum Day 2021, objects from
around the country will be showcased on the ICOM Ireland website
www.icomireland.com. These objects, which have never been brought
together in this way before, will highlight some of the incredible stories
relating to the War of Independence and the Civil War period and will
provide a unique snapshot of this watershed moment in our recent history.



CARLOW
COUNTY
MUSEUM

The Remains of
Kevin Barry’s last cigarette 

ONE OF THE ICONIC NAMES that resonate with generations of Irish people
from the Irish War of Independence is KEVIN BARRY, from County Carlow. As
the song goes, “But a lad of eighteen summers, yet no one can deny, as he
walked to death that morning, he proudly held his head on high”. 

Kevin received his early education in Rathvilly National School in County Carlow.
During the War of Independence he was a medical student in UCD. 
He had joined the 1st Battalion, Dublin Brigade of the Irish Volunteers and had
been involved in a number of activities in Dublin, Carlow and Wicklow. 

On September 20th, he took part in a raid on the British Army in Dublin. 
Kevin was arrested, tried and sentenced to death. Kevin was executed on the
1st of November 1920 in Mountjoy Gaol, Dublin,

Among his possessions returned to his family from Mountjoy Gaol was the
remains of the last cigarette he smoked, moments before his execution. 
In the 1980s, Kevin Barry junior, Kevin’s nephew, presented the cigarette, along
with his wallet, to Carlow County Museum where they are on permanent
display. 



CAVAN
COUNTY
MUSEUM

Mark III Signalling Lamp

THE VILLAGES OF BLACKLION, County Cavan and Belcoo, County Fermanagh sit
at either end of a stone bridge across the Belcoo river. On Tuesday 28th of March
1922 the RIC Barracks in Belcoo was raided by a force that the Fermanagh Herald
estimated to be up to fifty masked and armed men who took control of the
Barracks without firing a shot. 

‘This was only a short journey from (Blacklion) and we went in, and it was all
arranged, we had a policeman fixed up. He opened the door to it and we captured
the whole garrison.’

Captain Peter Moynagh, Ballinagh Battalion, Irish Volunteers 
(Oral Archive Cavan County Museum).

Inside they captured twelve RIC men and on further raids around the town
gathered up four more. These men, along with weapons and ammunition, were
taken back across the bridge into Blacklion. The captives eventually ended up in
Costume Barracks in Athlone before being released in June of 1922. 

Cavan County Museum’s War of Independence exhibition contains a 1918 Mark III
Signalling Lamp that was taken from Belcoo Barracks by Frank Dolphin from
Ballyconnell. He was the Intelligence Officer with the West Cavan Brigade at the time.



CLARE
COUNTY
MUSEUM

Binoculars used at the Rineen 
Ambush, 1920

THE BINOCULARS were used on September 22nd 1920, during an
ambush carried out on an RIC patrol by the West Clare Brigade of the IRA.
The purpose was to take revenge for the death of MARTIN DEVITT, an
IRA volunteer killed in an ambush, and to obtain arms for the poorly
equipped brigade members.

It was decided to attack a patrol that left Ennistymon every Wednesday
morning and travelled to Miltown Malbay, returning approximately four
hours later. The selected ambush site was at Dromin Hill, Rineen, five miles
from Lahinch and three miles from Miltown Malbay. In the ambush, at
least six members of the RIC were killed. In retaliation, the Black and Tans
burned Ennistymon and Lahinch and killed a number of civilians.

The binoculars were sent from the United States in about 1920 to Mrs
Anne Foran at Rineen, by her daughter, Mrs Mary Chase. Anne Foran’s
neighbour, Ned Foran, was a first cousin of her husband and a member of
the IRA. Before the ambush, he borrowed the binoculars for the IRA
lookouts that were to signal the main ambush party as the crown forces
approached.



CORK
PUBLIC
MUSEUM

Pillowcase of Terence MacSwiney

ON OCTOBER 25TH 1920, TERENCE MACSWINEY, Lord Mayor of Cork and
Commander of the Cork No 1 Brigade of the IRA, died on hunger strike while
imprisoned in Brixton Prison. 

On August 12th, 300 British soldiers raided Cork City Hall and arrested
MacSwiney and 11 other IRA officers. All the men were later released, except
for MacSwiney, who was found in possession of a RIC cipher and other
documents related to Dáil Eireann. He was charged with sedition and remanded
in custody. He immediately went on hunger strike. After his arrest, MacSwiney
was brought before a British Army court-martial in Victoria Barracks, Cork. He
refused to recognise the court’s authority. As he was already on hunger strike,
he declared that he would soon be ‘free, alive or dead’. He was sentenced to
two years imprisonment at Brixton Prison. MacSwiney lasted 74 days on hunger
strike. His death brought world-wide attention to the cause of Irish
Independence and contributed to the negative international perspective of
British policy in Ireland. 

This is the pillowcase that MacSwiney died on in Brixton Prison. This ordinary
but poignant object is a powerful testament to the suffering MacSwiney
endured for the sake of Irish independence.



DONEGAL COUNTY
MUSEUM

Revolver

THIS REVOLVER is reputed to have been used in an incident,
during the Civil War, at Ballymacool House, Letterkenny, Co
Donegal. In early June 1922, Ballymacool and Rockhill Houses in Letterkenny
were taken over by Anti-Treaty forces. Under the command of 
CAPT PADDY HARKIN, armed men removed the tenants of Ballymacool
House, Major Brett, Resident Magistrate and Mrs Brett. 

On the 29th June, a day after the Civil War began, Pro Treaty forces stationed in
Letterkenny were ordered to recapture both houses. At 5am, they left
Letterkenny to attack the Anti-Treaty force based at Ballymacool House. 
The occupants were given an hour to surrender. The order was ignored and 15
minutes after it elapsed, the Pro Treaty force opened fire. Following a short gun
battle, a number of Anti-Treaty men were arrested, two of whom were injured
and a small number escaped through the gardens. Ballymacool House was
retaken along with rifles, revolvers, hand grenades, a large quantity of
ammunition and two cars.

The revolver was donated to the Museum by Mr Barney Sweeney, Letterkenny. 
It is on display in the Museum but it is also available to view online as part of
Donegal County Museum’s Sketchfab 3D collection
https://sketchfab.com/3d-models/revolver-civil-war-at-ballymacool-
house-6c738a90bde4412a84db970d2368c908 



COUNTY MUSEUM
DUNDALK

A bandolier owned by 
Paddy Tierney

ON THE NIGHT OF NOVEMBER 30, 1920 IRA Volunteers 
PATRICK TIERNEY and SEAN O’CARROLL were taken from their respective
homes in Ardee by the Black and Tans and subsequently killed. Tierney had
been a Quartermaster in the IRA whilst O’Carroll held the rank of Captain. 

In their memory Railway Street and Tisdale Street were subsequently
renamed O’Carroll Street and Tierney Street. 



GALWAY CITY
MUSEUM

Brass cap from a 
Pratt’s Motor Spirit canister, 1920 

THIS BRASS CAP FROM A PRATT’S MOTOR SPIRIT CANISTER frames a
headshot of eighteen-year-old Margaret ‘Peg’ Broderick of Prospect Hill,
Galway. 

Peg was an active member of Cumann na mBan during the War of
Independence. On the night of 8/9 September 1920, following a shootout at
Galway Station, in which a ‘Black and Tan’ was killed, Crown forces attempted
to burn the Broderick family home in reprisal. The house was saved thanks to
the heroic efforts of neighbours. 

Days later, Crown forces revisited the Broderick home and forcibly cropped Peg’s
hair. She recalled: “I came down in my nightdress, and took a coat from the
hallstand which I put on. My mother called to me to be brave. They took me
outside, treating me gently, and cropped my hair close, using electric torches to
give them light as the street was in darkness.” This photograph of Peg with her
hair shorn, kept in the cap of one of the canisters used to torch her home, is a
powerful reminder of the suffering of Irish women during the War of
Independence.

On loan, the cap is on display as part of the Revolution in Galway, 1913-1923
exhibition at Galway City Museum. 



KERRY
COUNTY
MUSEUM

Biddy Hat

IN KERRY, as in many other parts of Ireland, the eve of St Brigid’s Day was just as
important as the day itself. ‘Biddy Boys’ went from house to house with an effigy
of the saint, a doll made from old rags or a butter churn dressed up. They would
mask their faces with pieces of cloth, using straw or rush hats to keep the veils on. 

This ‘Biddy Hat’ was collected by Major Markham Richard Leeson Marshall (1859-
1939), of Callinafercy House, Milltown, Co Kerry. Extracts from his diaries show
that the traditions of St Brigid’s Day continued even during the troubled times of
the War of Independence and the Civil War. The hat, along with a St Brigid’s Cross,
was donated to Kerry County Museum in 2020. 

1 Feb 1920

“Glass risen to 30.2 but blowing hard & showers. Some “Biddy Boys” came in
afternoon. Thought the custom had been given up for more exciting pursuits of
Sinn Fein.”

1 Feb 1923

“Mail but no papers. Some Biddy Boys – should have come yesterday. Afraid of
being arrested in evening, I suppose, & they did not loiter but bolted as soon as
they got a tip.”



LIMERICK
MUSEUM

Photograph

THE LIMERICK SOVIET (1919) was a general strike called in
Limerick to protest at the imposition of martial law in the city
by the British authorities following the killing of an RIC
Constable, MARK O’BRIEN when he tried to foil an attempt
by the local brigade of the IRA to free IRA man Robert Byrne
from a hospital where he was being treated after going on hunger
strike. Under martial law, workers had to apply for passes to attend
work, and British Army checkpoints to verify these passes were
established at all entrance points to Limerick centre. In response to
these measures, the Limerick Trades Council declared a general strike
and for two weeks (14-26 April 1919) the strike committee nicknamed
the Soviet ran the city. 

The Limerick Soviet took its name from the workers’ councils in the
contemporary Soviet Union. The Soviet controlled prices, distributed
food, organised the provision of essential services, published a
newspaper and even printed its own paper money. The strike ended
when the British ended their imposition of martial law. The image is of
a British Army checkpoint in Limerick during the Soviet.



MONAGHAN
COUNTY
MUSEUM

Dan Hogan

DAN HOGAN, the eldest son of a wealthy farmer from
Grangemockler in County Tipperary, was born in 1895. In
1917, he came to Clones, County Monaghan, as a clerk
with the Great Northern Railway. There, through his
involvement in the Clones GAA club, Hogan met 
EOIN O’DUFFY. They became firm friends and Hogan soon
became O’Duffy’s right hand man in both the GAA and Volunteers. 
Hogan commanded huge respect from his men, one of them remembered
that he was ‘A natural leader amongst men and to me second only to
Michael Collins.’ 

Hogan was ruthless when necessary, it seems more so after his brother
Michael’s death in Croke Park on Bloody Sunday 1920 when playing for
Tipperary against Dublin. Dr Conn Ward, Intelligence Officer, claimed that
‘Bloody Sunday affected Hogan and he wanted to get using the gun at all
opportunities.’ Perhaps it was no coincidence that the eight months after
Bloody Sunday were the most violent period of the conflict in Monaghan.



TIPPERARY MUSEUM
OF HIDDEN HISTORY

Hogan Jersey

THIS JERSEY was owned by Tipperary Gaelic footballer MICHAEL HOGAN,
who was killed on the 21st November 1920 by British forces, while playing
against Dublin in the GAA Great Challenge Match (Football) in Croke Park,
Dublin. 
He is remembered in The Hogan Stand at Croke Park, which was opened on
7th June 1959.

14 people were killed and upwards of 60 wounded that day when British forces
stormed the game and fired at random. This was in retaliation for the IRA
assassinations of 13 British intelligence agents in Dublin, during which two
civilians were also killed. On the same day, three IRA prisoners being held in
Dublin Castle were shot while “trying to escape”. The day became known as
“Bloody Sunday”.

Unlike the traditional blue and gold of the Tipperary jersey today, the Hogan
Jersey is white with a green stripe. Originally the colours worn to represent a
county in the All Ireland final were those of the club who had won the County
Championship. In this instance the club was Fethard, but their jerseys were in
poor condition and so the team opted to wear the white-and-green
Grangemockler jersey instead.



WATERFORD
TREASURES

Tablecloth

A CENTRE PIECE of the exhibition in Waterford
Treasures covering the period of the Decade of
Centenaries is a table cloth embroidered with the signatures of some 
FIFTY PEOPLE who played a prominent role in local and national affairs.
Compiled by a local woman, the table cloth is a veritable who’s who of Ireland’s
and Waterford’s political, economic and social life of the first decades of the
20th century. It includes the signatures of W.T. Cosgrave, de Valera, Griffith,
Archbishop Mannix, Countess Markievicz, Richard Mulcahy, Pádraig
Pearse, Margaret Pearse, Caitlín Bean Cathal Brugha and Count John F
McCormack. Signatories’ numbers in Frongoch internment camp accompany
many of the signatures. Frank Aiken’s signature is in Japanese characters and
the Waterford Harbour Master’s in semaphore. 

The exhibition Other Voices, Ordinary People Extraordinary Lives tells the
story of the period, teasing out the complexity of a period of change that saw
support ebb away from John Redmond (MP for Waterford) and Home Rule
through the Rising, War of Independence, establishment of the Irish State and
Civil War and continuing right up to the 1970s. The table cloth is an
extraordinary ‘autograph book’ of an extraordinary time.


