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Tipperary Museum will present it’s 10th annual  
Lecture Series commencing in Oct 2022.   
The focus of the series will be on The Big House.  

Our first lecture series in 2013/2014 was 
on the Big House and this series aims to 
explore topics that were not covered then, as 
well as analysing the current situation with 
regard to the Big House, our understanding 
of it and its inhabitants and our attitudes 
and values towards The Big House. 

The series will be offered both as an in-person 
event but will also be recorded and hosted on 
our website www.hiddenhistory.ie afterwards, 
for anyone who can’t make it on the day.  

Lectures will be held in the  
Council Chamber, Civic Offices,  
Clonmel on the first Saturday 
of the month at 10.30am.  

All lectures are followed by a  
Q&A Session and refreshments.  
Admission is €5. Space is limited 
so pre-booking is recommended. 

Contact julia.walsh@tipperarycoco.ie  
or on 052 6165252 to book  
or for further information.
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2022
LECTURE

01
CLARE MCGRATH
Bringing Places to Life SATURDAY

OCT 8
LECTURE

02
JOHN DORNEY
The Big House and the Irish Revolution SATURDAY

NOV 5
LECTURE

03
ROBERT O’ BYRNE
The Irish Big House in the 21st Century SATURDAY

DEC 3

2023
LECTURE

04
JOHN FLANNERY
The Lost Legacy of William 
Leeson - His Tipperary Houses

SATURDAY

JAN 7
LECTURE

05
MELISSA SHIELS
A day in the life of a Georgian 
Lady: clothing and activities

SATURDAY

FEB 4
LECTURE

06
REGINA SEXTON
Women, their recipe books, and the 
food culture of the Big House

SATURDAY

MAR 4
LECTURE

07
TERENCE DOOLEY
The Big House and the Irish 
Land Comission

SATURDAY

APR 1

Lecture Calendar



Bringing places to life 
 

Saturday 8th October 2022 
Speaker: Clare McGrath

Synopsis: This talk will look at 
how the Irish Heritage Trust since 
it’s inception has developed 
innovative and sustainable ways 
to protect and enhance our 
Heritage for the enjoyment of 
many today and in the future.  The 

IHT since it’s inception in 2006 has sought to 
work with heritage property owners to protect, 
celebrate and share the stories of the places that 
are part of our history.    We will consider how the 
IHT has involved local communities in its work:  
economic activity, community engagement, 
volunteering and education.

Biography: Clare Mc Grath  is Chair of the Irish 
Heritage Trust, a not-for-profit, established in 
2006, to care for and bring to life a variety of 
properties comprising historic houses, parkland, 
gardens and museums. Previously, Clare 
held roles as Commissioner and Chairman of 
the Office of Public Works, the organisation 
responsible for the preservation and 
presentation of Heritage properties in State care.

The Big House and the Irish 
Revolution 

Saturday 5th November 2022 
Speaker: John Dorney

Synopsis: The ‘Big House’ or 
country mansion of the Anglo-
Irish landed class, was a target of 
republicans throughout the Irish 
revolution of 1919-23. Nearly 300 
were burned out, blown up or 
otherwise destroyed between 

1920 and 1923. Of these, over two thirds were 
burned out by republicans during the Civil War 
of 1922-23. In this talk, John Dorney examines 
why and how this happened.

Biography: John Dorney is an independent 
historian, chief editor of The Irish Story 
website and author of Peace After the Final 
Battle, the Story of the Irish Revolution 
1912-1924, and The Civil War in Dublin, 
the Fight for the Irish Capital 1922-24.
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The Irish Big House in  
the 21st Century 

Saturday 3rd December 2022 
Speaker: Robert O’ Byrne

Synopsis:  Over the past century, 
the Irish Big House has 
weathered many storms, but how 
does it fare today? What are the 
challenges facing such 
properties in the 21st century, 
and what remains to be done to 

ensure that this element of the national 
patrimony enjoys a secure future? In his talk, 
Robert O’Byrne will look at the history of the 
country house in Ireland since Independence, 
exploring attitudes to these buildings across 
100 years, examining what initiatives have been 
taken, both public and private, and exploring 
gains and losses since the 1920s. 

Biography: A former Vice-President of the Irish 
Georgian Society, Robert O’Byrne writes and 
lectures extensively on Ireland’s historic houses 
and gardens. His latest book, Left without a 
Handkerchief, telling the stories of ten house 
owners affected by the upheavals of the 1920s, 
was published earlier this year. Since 2012 
he has written an award-winning blog, www.
theirishaesthete.com. A book of his photographs 
from this – The Irish Aesthete: Ruins of Ireland - 
was published in March 2019, and an exhibition 
of his photographs will be held in the Irish 
Architectural Archive in December 2022. Over 
the past two years he has curated a number of 
exhibitions on country house gardens for the Irish 
Georgian Society. Last autumn 2021, his series on 
the same subject was shown on RTE television.

‘The Lost Legacy of William 
Leeson - His Tipperary Houses’ 

Saturday 7th January 2023
Speaker: John Flannery

Synopsis: William Leeson was 
responsible for designing many 
major houses in Tipperary and 
Galway during the 18th century.  In 
1767 Leeson also won a competition 
for the layout of the town of 
Westport and it is thanks to his 

design and vision that the town exists in its present 
form. Sadly, all of Leeson’s Tipperary Houses (apart 
from one) have fallen victim to the ravages of time 
and have all but disappeared from the landscape. 
This talk focuses on the life of William Leeson and 
his Tipperary Houses - Castle Otway, Lissenhall, 
Kilboy, Traveston, Kilodiernan and Prior Park. It 
also examines his award-winning design of 
Westport and his work for John Browne, 1st Earl of 
Altamount.

Biography:  John Flannery holds an MA in History 
of Family from UL and is a member of Tipperary 
in the Decade of Revolution history group. A 
past-President of the Ormond Historical Society, 
he is a regular contributor to Society lectures and 
has also delivered talks to historical societies 
throughout the country. He has also contributed 
to the popular TV programme Who do You 
Think You Are and to Ceol Cogadh na Saoirse 
on TG4. He is a member of the Tipperary GAA 
Bloody Sunday Commemoration Committee.  
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A day in the life of a Georgian 
Lady: clothing and activities 

Saturday 4th February 2023 
Speaker: Melissa Shiels

Synopsis: Melissa will showcase 
the clothing changes that a 
Georgian lady of the late 18th 
century undertook for her 
various activities on any given 
day. This talk will highlight the 
hair/beauty regime of a 

Georgian lady, the underpinnings she wore, her 
active wear for exercise, for visiting and dining, 
and for the most opulent of occasions - going to 
the ball. The various activities and crafts with 
which a lady filled her day will be explored and 
the talk will finish with a demonstration of 18th 
century tea etiquette.

Biography: Melissa Shiels is a second year PhD 
student at University College Cork, studying 
gift exchange in sixteenth-century Ireland. She 
has been involved in re-enactment and living 
history since 2002, and is a Heritage Expert with 
the Heritage in Schools programme since 2013. 
She regularly gives costumed talks in museums, 
libraries, schools, and literary festivals covering a 
thousand year period - from Viking to Victorian 

- using material culture and her experience 
of making and wearing historic clothing to 
bring history to life for audiences of all ages. 

The Food and Culinary Culture 
of the Irish Country House 
 
Saturday 4th March 2023
Speaker: Regina Sexton

Synopsis: The Irish ‘Big House’ 
had an elaborate, diverse and 
highly sophisticated culture of 
food and cookery that was 
comparable to that of British 
estate houses. Accounts from 
handwritten cookery books, 

household purchases and the activates of their 
well-managed gardens gives us a detailed insight 
into the food preparation and table rituals of the 
Irish estate houses. Food and culinary historian, 
Regina Sexton, has spent many years researching 
these sources and cooking from 18th and 19th 
century recipe books in some of the country’s best 
preserved Big House kitchens and she is happy to 
share her experiences of kitchen, cooking and 
recipe books.

Biography: Regina Sexton is a culture, food 
and culinary historian, award-winning food 
writer, broadcaster and cook. She is also a 
graduate of Ballymaloe Cookery School holding 
a Certificate in Food and Cookery. She is the 
Programme Manager of UCC’s Post-graduate 
Diploma in Irish Food Culture.  Regina has been 
researching and publishing in the field of Irish 
food and culinary history from 1993 and since 
then she has been Ireland’s leading food and 
culinary historian promoting this field of study 
at both academic and popular levels. To that 
end, she was first to bring aspects of Ireland’s 
food heritage to broadcast and paper media.
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‘The Big House, the Irish Land 
Commission and why its records 
should be opened to the public’
Saturday 1st April 2023
Speaker: Terence Dooley

Synopsis: First established in 1881, 
the Irish Land Commission began 
as a regulator of fair rents, but 
soon evolved into the great 
facilitator of land transfer. 
However, over emphasis on these 
aspects of its work can sometimes 

camouflage its equal significance as the main 
instigator and architect of rural reform. Dissolved 
for thirty years, its archives have not yet been 
opened to the research public. The denial of full 
access to the Land Commission archives prevents 
the writing of the definitive history of modern 
Ireland in all its dimensions - social, economic, 
political, and cultural - as the country evolved 
from British colony to statehood and beyond. 
This paper examines what the Land Commission 
archive contains, and makes an argument for the 
opening of its records to the research public. 

Biography: Prof Terence Dooley lectures 
in history at Maynooth University, where 
he is also Director of the Centre for the 
Study of Historic Irish Houses and Estates. 
In 2022 he published a book on the Irish 
country house in war and revolution. 
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www.hiddenhistory.ie

Lectures will be held in

The Council Chamber 
Civic Offices  
Clonmel   

julia.walsh@tipperarycoco.ie 
Tel 052 616 5252 
www.hiddenhistory.ie

Pre-booking 
is required


