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READ 

Who Am I? 
Words by Erik Burns, age 10 
Pictures by Sebastian Palmer-Roche, age 10 
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LEARN 
Eric’s awesome writing gives his readers an inside look 
at who he really is. Who are you? Make a list of all the 
qualities that make you special. You might want to ask 
your friends and family for their ideas, too. 
 
 

CREATE 
Use your list to write about who you are. Use amazing 
adjectives, like Erik. Share it with your friends and family. 
They might even learn something new about you! 
 
 
ILLUSTRATE 
Create a self-portait inspired by your writing. Then 
make a series of smaller portraits that show different 
aspects of who you are. Display your main picture on the 
classroom wall surrounded by all the other pictures. Use 
string or wool to connect them. 
 
 

SHARE 
Submit your own writing or artwork for publication in 
Toitoi and begin a conversation with other young New 
Zealanders through the arts.

Visit toitoi.nz for more inspiration

https://toitoi.nz


Who am I?
Some would say I am Erik

I have blue eyes

I am long-sighted like my father and have blonde hair — short and good  

for swimming

But what you might not know about me is that…

I am Drama
Production — memories of stage, music and dancing

Playing dead, pretending, escaping reality

Living a life that is different to my own

Letting-out-my-energy

Exploring parts of myself that I don’t know

I am a Wolf 
A tall, strong leader

Adventurous and braver than my brother 

Continuously pursuing my prey

A new wolf every day — my looks  

may deceive 

I change myself inside and act  

differently, depending on the company  

I keep

I am a Viking
I row in the waves like my ancient relatives

Used to cold environments, the chill never bothers me

Brave and strong, I am fearless

I need no weapon — my heart is a bright lantern of  

protection from the darkness

I am a good fisherman — my net catches billions

Who Am I?



Words by Erik Burns, age 10
Pictures by Sebastian Palmer-Roche, age 10

I am Minecraft
Building houses in tall, glorious trees in the jungle

I let out my rage as I kill virtual sheep 

It’s a process of trial and error, building villages, mansions, castles

I am creative — I let my imagination run wild 

I smile as I shovel away at the dirt, pickaxing at the stone 

I know I’m going to find diamonds soon

I am a Rabbit 
Smart and stealthy, hiding from the dark, hiding from the fox, 

cooling down, surrounded by my friends 

Hugging is my specialty — I love getting hugs and high fives

I’m kind and caring, always helping my friends out of their  

emotional cages of despair 

I’m stubbornly persistent — even if people ask me to go away,  

I still want to play the next day 

Like a rabbit, I long to be surrounded by a colony of friends

So who am I, you might ask?
I have blue eyes

I am long-sighted like my father and have blonde hair —  

short and good for swimming

I am Erik
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WRITE ABOUT WHO YOU AREWHO ARE YOU?

Eric’s awesome writing gives his readers an inside look 
at who he really is. Who are you? Make a list all of the 
qualities that make you special. You might want to ask 
your friends and family for their ideas too.

WRITE YOUR LIST HERE

Use your list to write about who you are. Use amazing 
adjectives, like Erik. Share it with your friends and family. 
They might even learn something new about you!

PHYSICAL FEATURES/PERSONALITY

INTERESTS

FAMILY/WHĀNAU

WHAT MAKES ME SPECIAL
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CREATE A SERIES OF PORTRAITSDRAWING A PORTRAIT

Create a self-portait inspired by your writing.  Now make a series of smaller portaits that show different aspects 
of who you are.  Display your main picture on the classroom wall 
surrounded by the other pictures. Use string or wool to connect them.

I AM...

I AM...

I AM...

I AM...


