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VIS IT  TOITOI .NZ FOR SUBMISSION GUIDELINES AND DEADLINES

We know that teachers are busy and any support material 
needs to be quick and simple. So with every issue of the 
journal, we offer ideas for using Toitoi in your class.

READ 
Choose a text in Toitoi to share with your class or ask your 
students to read it independently using their own journal.

LEARN 
Use the questions as a starting point for class discussion or 
independent research.

CREATE 
Guide your students to write their own response to the text.

ILLUSTRATE 
Work with the text to inspire your students to create an 
artwork of their own.

SHARE 
Encourage your students to submit their work for 
publication and begin a conversation with other young  
New Zealanders through the arts.
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READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

PAGE 4 

Mud at 
Midnight
Words by Charlotte 
Bryant, age 13

Pictures by Brooke 
Hansen, age 11

Charlotte has written 
a fantastic adventure 
story about a mud 
run at midnight. Do 
you have a special 
holiday tradition? 
What is it? Tell a 
friend all about it and 
why you love it so 
much.

Write a story based 
on your holiday 
tradition. Describe 
what you do, why it is 
important and how it 
makes you feel.

Brooke has used a 
limited colour palette 
in her illustrations. 
Paint a picture for 
your story using 
different shades of 
one colour.

PAGE 8

Rajah the 
Elephant
Words by Hannah 
Chamberlin, age 9

Pictures by Judy Zhu, 
age 11

Hannah was inspired 
by a trip to the 
Auckland Museum 
and has written an 
incredible poem 
about a stuffed 
elephant called Rajah 
that is on display. 
Have you been to 
your local museum 
lately? What would 
you find there?

Go on a trip to your 
local museum and 
find an object that 
fascinates you. 
Research its history 
and its journey to 
the museum. Write a 
detailed description 
of your object and 
include some aspects 
of its backstory.

Create a mini 
museum in your 
classroom. Make a 
small model of your 
object out of papier 
mâché or other craft 
materials. Display 
it in your classroom 
along with your 
description. Invite 
other classes to your 
exhibition.

PAGE 16

The Prizegiving
Words by Lucy 
Kennedy, age 11

Pictures by Sienna 
Olsen, age 7

Have you ever 
missed out on a prize 
you thought you 
deserved? Tell a friend 
what happened and 
how you felt. What 
did you think of 
Lucy’s reaction to the 
mistake?

Write a detailed 
analysis of the main 
character in Lucy’s 
story. What do her 
actions tell us about 
her? Find examples 
in the text to support 
your ideas.

Create a music 
playlist for Lucy’s 
character based on 
your analysis. Order 
the songs and add 
cover art for your 
playlist.

PAGE 20

The Holocaust 
Exhibition
Words by Sophie 
Blacklock, age 10

Pictures by Wilkie 
Proudfoot, age 12

What was the 
Holocaust? When 
did it happen? Who 
did it involve? Make 
a reading list and 
collect books about 
World War II and the 
Holocaust for your 
class library.

Inspired by your 
research and reading, 
write a review of one 
of the books you have 
discovered. What was 
it about? What did 
you learn? How did it 
make you feel? Would 
you recommend it to 
other young readers?

Create a poster 
advertising the book 
you have reviewed. 
You may want to use 
a single highlight 
colour, like Wilkie.

Mix and match the ideas for your class

READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

PAGE 22

Sailing
Words by Xaver 
McKinnon, age 10

Pictures by John 
Sutton, age 11

Xaver uses muscular 
writing in his 
description of a 
sailing race. Make 
a list of strong 
adjectives that Xaver 
has used in his story. 
What effect do his 
word choices have on 
you as a reader?

Imagine you are a 
sports journalist. 
Write a news report 
of a yacht race. Use 
powerful adjectives 
to build excitement 
for your readers!

Create photographs 
to illustrate your news 
report using a digital 
art software or create 
a collage from old 
magazines.

PAGE 24

Ice Window
Words by Zoe Sullivan, 
age 12

Pictures by Holly 
Thomas, age 12

Zoe’s poem describes 
‘sunset at midnight’. 
How is this possible? 
Find out about the 
midnight sun.

How would your 
life be different if 
you lived in a place 
where it stayed light 
all night long? What 
would be good, what 
would be bad? Make 
a list of the pros and 
cons of moving to the 
Arctic Circle.

Paint a beautiful 
landscape illustrating 
the land of the 
midnight sun, like 
Holly.

PAGE 26

When the 
Queen Took 
Over KFC
Words by Annabel June 
Barlow, age 10

Pictures by Ruby 
Santos-Jackson, age 10

Is the Queen of 
England a real 
person? What are 
her other names and 
titles? Make a list of 
every name you can 
find for her.

Imagine you are a 
Queen or a King on a 
visit to New Zealand. 
Write a letter to 
the manager of an 
attraction you would 
like to go to and 
explain when you 
will be arriving and 
how you expect to be 
treated!

Design a stamp 
with a portrait of 
yourself on it. Make 
an envelope for your 
letter and add your 
stamp!

PAGE 30

My Shadow 
and I
Words by Magnolia 
Crocker, age 10, Molly 
Webster, age 10, and 
Isobel Butler, age 10

Pictures by Baxter 
Ward, age 12

How are shadows 
made? Find a lamp 
or a torch, a dark 
area and do some 
investigation. Can 
you change the size 
and shape of the 
shadow? How?

If your shadow could 
think, what would it 
say? Write a message 
to yourself from your 
shadow.

With a friend, stand 
outside on a sunny 
day. Use chalk to 
draw around each 
other’s shadow. 
Write the message to 
yourself in a speech 
bubble coming from 
your shadow’s mouth.

Adapt the ideas to suit the abilities of your students
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PAGE 32

My Last Day
Words by Ferne 
Hannah, age 11

Pictures by Alex 
Fielding, age 9

Read Ferne’s story
with your class. When
do you realise that
the narrative is told
from the point of 
view of a whale? How 
would this story
be different if it was
written from the
point of view of the 
rescuer?

Write a short intense
narrative from the
point of view of a 
person trying to 
rescue a stranded 
whale. Describe what
happens and how it
feels. Use information 
from Ferne’s story to 
help you.

Create two pictures 
— one from the point 
of view of the whale 
and another from the 
point of view of the 
rescuer. How are their 
viewpoints similar 
and how are they 
different?

PAGE 34

Sunflowers
Words by Tim van Rij, 
age 8 

Pictures by Olive 
Marryatt, age 9

Study Tim’s beautiful 
picture carefully. 
What is so special 
about sunflowers? 
Where are they from? 
How tall do they 
grow?

Write a list of 
instructions about 
how to grow a 
sunflower. Make sure 
you include a list of 
equipment you will 
need. Be as clear and 
precise as you can.

Decorate a ceramic 
flowerpot using paint 
or collage. Seal it, 
fill it with soil, plant 
a sunflower seed 
inside and give it to 
someone special!

PAGE 36

Road Patrol
Words by Caitlin 
Browne, age 10

Pictures by Lucia Yoon, 
age 7

Caitlin describes 
doing something 
that terrified her. 
Have you ever agreed 
to do something 
and then regretted 
your decision? What 
happened? Tell a 
friend.

Write a piece of flash 
fiction describing a 
time when you had to 
have courage. Build 
the tension using 
strong verbs and 
adjectives to describe 
your experience.

Create a colourful 
picture for your story 
that conveys the 
moment you had to 
find your courage.

PAGE 38

The Greenhouse
Words by Nathan 
Hobbs, age 11

Pictures by Elsa Blyth, 
age 12

Nathan has written 
a poem about a 
childhood memory. 
He uses a terrific 
metaphor. Can you 
find it in the text? 
Discuss it as a class.

Write your own poem 
about an imaginary 
game you used 
to play. Choose a 
great metaphor to 
represent what you 
saw in your mind’s 
eye at the time, like 
Nathan.

Create a boardgame 
based on your 
imaginary play. Your 
players will need a 
goal, obstacles and 
tools to overcome 
them.

Mix and match the ideas for your class

READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

PAGE 40

Ink
Words by Rose 
MacLean, age 12

Pictures by Mikah 
Miller, age 12

Rose has written 
an adventure story 
about a terrifying 
encounter with a 
giant squid. Are 
giant squid real or 
imaginary? Can 
you think of other 
creatures that inspire 
fear? Make a list and 
research their origins.

Choose one of the 
creatures from your 
research and write 
an adventure story 
about an encounter 
with it. Build suspense 
into your story, like 
Rose.

Mikah has used line 
drawings and a 
limited colour palette 
for his amazing 
illustrations. Why do 
you think he did this? 
Create a line drawing 
of your creature to go 
with your story and 
label all of its parts.

PAGE 48

Tiger in the 
Jungle
Pictures by Kelepi 
Maupese, age 6

Study Kelepi’s tiger 
carefully. What 
materials do you 
think he used to 
make his picture? See 
if you can name three 
different things.

Why do you think 
Kelepi’s tiger is 
hiding? Imagine 
what happens next 
and write a short 
description of it.

Make a picture 
to illustrate your 
description using 
collage. Pay special 
attention to texture 
and colour, like Kelepi.

PAGE 50

My Most 
Exciting Life 
Experiences (So 
Far)
Words by Mason 
Lockhart-Beattie, 
age 10

Pictures by Kevan 
Loftus, age 10

Mason has described 
four exciting life 
experiences. What 
has been the best 
experience of your life 
so far? Why? Describe 
it to a friend.

Write a poem about 
your most thrilling life 
experience. Create 
rhymes and rhythms 
in your poem so that 
it is fun to read aloud.

Hold a poetry slam 
or rap battle in your 
class. Encourage 
the audience to be 
supportive of each 
performance and 
have some fun! 

PAGE 52

Cricket Ball
Words by Vishak 
Sivakumar, age 8

Pictures by Zoe 
Gauntlett, age 9

Vishak has written 
his poem in the 
second-person point 
of view. What is this? 
How does it differ 
from first-person 
narration? What 
effect does it have?

Choose an object and 
write a poem about it 
in the second person. 
Make every line start 
with ‘You’, like Vishak.

Zoe has added wings 
to her cricket ball 
to illustrate Vishak’s 
ideas. Create a 
colourful picture for 
your poem and add 
character details to 
make your object 
come to life.

Adapt the ideas to suit the abilities of your students



Write a story or poem inspired by 11-year-old Laura Sohn’s 
incredible artwork published in Toitoi 16. 

You may submit in English or te reo Māori.

Send it to submit@toitoi.nz and include your name, age, 
school and a parent / teacher’s name and contact details.

Submissions are due on September 27, 2019.

We will publish the best story in Toitoi 18  
with additional illustrations by Laura.

Download the digital resource at www.toitoi.nz

https://toitoi.nz/story-search
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PAGE 54

Exploding 
Cheese
Words by Hannah 
McIntosh, age 10

Pictures by Saskia 
Barton-Mune, age 11

Hannah has written a 
comic story about her 
family’s encounter 
with a cheese fondue. 
She uses hyperbole. 
What is this? What 
effect does it have?

Inspired by Hannah, 
write a story of your 
own about something 
hilarious that has 
happened to your 
family. Consider using 
hyperbole to make it 
even funnier!

Saskia has created 
four comical 
illustrations to go 
with Hannah’s story. 
Create a series of 
exaggerated images 
to illustrate your own 
story. 

PAGE 60

The Aged House
Words by Jay Jay Ruru-
Bryan, age 9

Pictures by Charlie 
Waugh, age 10

Jay Jay uses 
repetition in his 
poem. Why do you 
think he made this 
choice? What might 
he be trying to 
achieve? Can you 
think of other times 
repetition is used in 
writing? Discuss with 
your class.

Write your own 
poem or song that 
paints a picture in 
your reader’s mind. 
Consider using 
repetition like Jay Jay.

Create a series of 
pictures of the same 
scene but with very 
slight variations. 
See whether your 
friends can spot the 
difference!

PAGE 62

It’s Just 
Expressive
Words by Abbie 
Mackay, age 12

Pictures by Jeomille 
Querubbin Cariquez 
Macarubbo, age 12

Read Abbie’s story 
aloud. What do 
you notice about 
the length of her 
sentences? What 
effect does this have? 
Why?

Write an intense 
description of a 
memorable moment 
in your life. Vary 
the length of your 
sentences and use 
vivid language, like 
Abbie.

Record yourself 
reading your 
description. Play your 
recording to a friend 
and see what they 
notice about your 
writing.

PAGE 66

The Sinking of 
The Darkness
Words by Amelie Black, 
age 8 

Pictures by Lucas 
Clayton, age 7

Amelie’s story and 
Lucas’s picture 
combine to great 
effect. Work with a 
friend and research 
a famous maritime 
disaster. 

Imagine you are on 
board a vessel at a 
moment of great 
peril. Write an intense 
description of the 
scene.

Paint a picture of 
the disaster using 
watercolours. 
Integrate your writing 
and art on one page 
and display it in your 
classroom.

Mix and match the ideas for your class

READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

PAGE 68

Pleading With 
Addicts
Words by Melina Taylor, 
age 12

Pictures by Charli 
Chandler, age 11

Take turns reading
Melina’s poem aloud.
What do you notice
about its rhyme
scheme? Discuss 
some of the poetic 
devices that she uses
with a friend.

Write a poem 
about something 
that concerns you. 
Consider using a 
rhyme scheme like 
Melina’s to get your 
point across.

Create an artwork
to go with your poem 
using digital drawing 
software, like Charli.

PAGE 70

I Can Top That
Words by Joe Hassan, 
age 10

Pictures by Eli Puna, 
age 9, Harry Blair-
Edie, age 9 and Baxter 
Erskine, age 10

Joe has written a 
funny story about 
his nemesis. Do 
you have a rival or 
nemesis? What do 
you compete over?

Create a guide 
for dealing with a 
nemesis. Make sure to 
use humour, like Joe.

Three people created 
the picture for this 
story. Working with 
two friends, make 
an artwork for the 
cover of your guide. 
Take turns and be 
sure to collaborate 
so that everyone has 
an equal say. Perhaps 
you can work with 
your nemesis!

PAGE 72

The Mountain
Words by Scout Harris, 
age 9

Pictures by Margarette 
Erfe, age 13

Scout uses poetic 
devices in his poem 
like similes and 
personification. Can 
you find examples of 
them in the text? 

Write a poem about 
a landscape that 
is special to you 
using simile and 
personification like 
Scout. 

Illustrate your 
poem in pencil like 
Margarette, paying 
special attention to 
light and shade.

PAGE 74

Squiggles
Words by Libby Jordan, 
age 11

Pictures by Manea 
Heeney, age 10

TOITOI STORY 
SEARCH WINNER

We all have worries 
and face challenges 
like Alexis in 
Libby’s story. What 
challenges do you 
face? What helps 
you?

Write down some 
of your challenges 
or worries on pieces 
of paper. Write a 
positive message on 
the other side.

Fold each piece of 
paper into a beautiful 
origami shape and 
place it in a worry jar. 
Decorate your jar and 
keep your worries in 
their place.

Adapt the ideas to suit the abilities of your students



READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

PAGE 78

Lollies Are My 
Lifelong Blood
Words by Samuel 
Enticott, age 9

Pictures by Mina Hunt, 
age 11

Samuel has written 
an awesome poem
about his love of 
lollies. Choose a food 
that you love and 
make a list of words 
that describe it.

Create a wordfind 
for your food and 
give it to a friend to 
complete.

Illustrate your 
wordfind with a 
mouth-watering 
picture!

PAGE 80

Classroom 
Chaos
Words by Katelyn Gee, 
age 12

Pictures by Katerina 
Kelly, age 10

Katelyn’s monologue
depicts a funny 
classroom scene 
that many teachers 
will relate to! Read it 
aloud with a group 
of friends. Can you 
imagine what the 
students are saying?

Work with your
friends to write a
short script based
on Katelyn’s teacher 
monologue. Rehearse 
it and make any
necessary edits to
your script.

Record an audio
version of your script. 
Use sound effects 
to make your scene 
come to life. Play the 
recording for your 
class.

PAGE 84

The Blue River
Words by Frances Till, 
age 13

Pictures by Alice 
McPike, age 12

Read Frances’s poem 
aloud to a friend. 
How does it make 
you feel?  What do 
you think the boy 
and girl in the poem 
represent?

Write a poem that 
desribes a place in 
New Zealand that 
is special to you. 
Think about the 
connection between 
the landscape and its 
people.

Create a map that 
depicts the setting of 
your poem. Note the 
unique features of 
your landscape that 
show why it is special 
to you. 

PAGE 86

My Haircut 
Disaster
Words by Annie Perrett, 
age 10

Pictures by Olivia 
Watson, age 10

Annie has written a 
funny story about 
cutting her own hair.
Have you ever had 
a bad haircut? Who 
did it? How did you 
feel? Discuss your 
experiences in a 
group. 

Write a funny poem 
about a bad hair day.

 

Design a new 
hairstyle. Make a wig 
from craft materials 
and model it for your 
friends.

Mix and match the ideas for your class

READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

PAGE 88

Autumn
Words by Abby Hurt, 
age 10

Pictures by Bianca 
Luong, age 12

Abby has written a 
beautiful poem about 
nature. Compare it to 
Scout’s poem on page 
72 and Olivia’s poem 
on page 94. What are 
the similarities and 
differences between 
the poems? Which 
one do you like best?

Choose your favourite 
season and write 
a poem about it. 
Consider using some 
of the ideas from 
the poems you have 
studied. 

Find a small rock 
or a large pebble. 
Choosing your colours 
carefully, paint a 
picture to illustrate 
your poem on the 
rock. Put it in your 
school garden. 

PAGE 90

When the World 
Disappears
Words by Stella 
Weston, age 13

Pictures by Abbie 
Wood, age 13

Read Stella’s terrific 
description of a 
swimming race. 
Now turn to page 
62 and read ‘It’s 
Just Expressive’. 
How are the stories 
similar? How are they 
different? Make a list 
and discuss with a 
friend. Do you have a 
favourite? Why?

Write a description 
of something you’ve 
done that involved a 
race or an audience. 
Be sure to vary 
the length of your 
sentences to build 
tension and create 
drama.

Abbie has used 
lines, splotches and 
splatters of paint 
to represent speed. 
Create a painting 
for your story with a 
sense of movement, 
like Abbie.

PAGE 93

Tea Tree Flower
Pictures by Madeleine 
Smith, age 12

What is tea tree? 
Does it have any 
other names? What 
is it famous for? 
Research tea tree 
or another plant 
or flower you love 
and record some 
fascinating facts 
about it.

Using your research,
create a Powerpoint
presentation about
your plant or flower. 
Don’t forget to record 
your sources.

Create a botanical 
drawing of your plant 
or flower. Display it 
with your research.

PAGE 94

The Willow Tree
Words by Olivia Liu, 
age 12

Pictures by Isla 
Swanney, age 13

Read this poem aloud
to your class or group
without revealing its
title. Can you guess
what is being
described? What are
the clues?

Write your own poem
about something
you love and try
to capture its key
characteristics and
personality. Don’t
give it a title and
see if your friends
can guess what you 
have written about.

Illustrate your poem 
using coloured 
pencils. Sketch it first 
and then slowly add 
colour. Photograph 
your drawing at 
different stages to 
show its progression 
from sketch to 
finished picture.

Adapt the ideas to suit the abilities of your students



READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

PAGE 96

The Darkness of 
Dragons
Words by Celeste 
Mitten, age 12

Pictures by Emily Heeg, 
age 13

Read Celeste’s story 
with your class. At 
what point does 
her story become a 
fantasy? Can you 
name some other 
stories featuring 
dragons? 

Write your own 
dragon story. Use 
a combination of 
real life detail and 
fantasy like Celeste. 
Find inspiration in 
other stories you have 
read and let your 
imagination run wild!
 

Cut coloured card 
into scales, spines, 
claws and wings. 
Glue them on to a 
cardboard mask. You 
might like to add 
metallic paint and 
plastic jewels to make 
your dragon unique.

PAGE 100

Ko Wai Au?
Ko ngā kupu a Reiata 
Huata, 12 tau tōna 
pakeke

Ko te pikitia a Te 
Amotawa Steward, e 7 
tau tōna pakeke

Reiata has 
written about his 
most important 
connections in ‘Ko 
Wai Au?’ What is the 
English translation of 
the poem’s title? 

Write your own 
response to the 
question, ‘Who am I?’
Include details about 
where you come 
from, your home-life 
and your family.

Make a mind map 
to represent all the 
things that make up 
who you are. Make 
it as detailed and 
colourful as you can.

PAGE 102

The Waves and 
the Snails
Words by Mina Brown, 
age 5

Pictures by Toby 
Trevathan, age 6

Mina has written 
a beautiful and 
simple poem about 
how waves look and 
sound. Read it aloud 
with your class and 
clap your hands 
to find the poem’s 
rhythm.

Think about what you 
can see and hear at 
the seaside and write 
a poem of your own.

Inspired by your
poem, make your
own instrument or
noise-maker that
replicates the sounds
of the sea.

PAGE 104

Birthday 
Nightmare
Words by Lexiannah 
Huch, age 12 

Pictures by Madeleine 
Smith, age 12

Lexiannah has written 
a personal story 
about her beloved 
family. Do you have 
special people in your 
life? Tell a friend what 
you love about them.

Write a story about
a special person 
in your life. Use 
descriptive language
to convey your
feelings to the reader.

Make a frame out of
craft materials. Paint
a portrait or bring a
photograph of your
special person and
put it in the frame.

Mix and match the ideas for your class

READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

PAGE 106

Fear
Words by Ahmed 
Abdelfadil, age 12

Pictures by Myla 
McKeown, age 9

Ahmed’s powerful 
poem uses the five 
senses to describe 
fear. What are you 
afraid of? As a class, 
brainstorm a list of 
fears.

Write a poem about
something you 
are afraid of using 
your five senses, for 
example:
It tastes...
It smells...
It looks...
It sounds...
It feels...

Illustrate your poem 
with a picture 
that shows you 
confronting your fear, 
like Myla.

PAGE 108

Whose Bucket 
Did You Fill 
Today?
Words by Benjimin 
Kava, age 10

Pictures by Tevita 
Veamoi, age 8

Benjimin’s story has a 
great title. What do 
you think it means? 
Discuss your ideas 
with your friends.

What is another 
way you could ‘fill 
someone’s bucket’? 
Write about a kind 
act you could do for 
somebody who needs 
a helping hand.

Make a large dice. On 
each side, draw an 
image representing 
something kind that 
you could do for 
someone. Roll the 
dice to choose — then 
do it! 

PAGE 110

Stronger
Words by Chloe 
Morrison-Clarke, age 11

Pictures by Zoe 
Thomson, age 12

What do you think 
Chloe’s poem is 
about? What clues 
does she give? Do you 
remember the event 
she is talking about? 
Discuss your feelings 
with your teacher and 
classmates.

Think about a 
national tragedy. 
It might have been 
recent or a long 
time ago. Write your 
own response to the 
event.

Zoe’s picture shows 
two people holding 
hands to represent 
the ideas in Chloe’s 
poem. Make an 
artwork of your own 
that represents the 
ideas in your writing.

INSIDE BACK COVER

Fair Trade
Pictures by Heilee 
Amonelo, age 12

Heilee created this 
beautiful arwork as 
part of an inquiry 
about human rights 
and fair trade. What 
is fair trade? Why 
are human rights 
important? 

Write a speech 
about an issue that 
is important to you. 
Pay careful attention 
to structure and use 
rhetorical devices 
to convince your 
audience.

Design a poster with
a slogan and an
image to support
your argument.
Consider using 
charcoal and chalk, 
like Heilee. 

Adapt the ideas to suit the abilities of your students
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S H A R E

Pictures by Jesse Swift, age 12

RESPOND

Ask your students to 
select their favourite 
piece of writing or art 
from the journal and 
write a letter to the 
young writer or artist 
who created it. 

REVIEW

Encourage your 
students to write  
a review of Toitoi.  
They can choose one  
or more stories or 
poems or review the 
whole journal. 

PUBLISH

Encourage your 
students to submit 
their work to Toitoi and 
begin a conversation 
with other young 
writers and artists 
across the country.
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