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We know that teachers are busy and any support material 
needs to be quick and simple. So with every issue of the 
journal, we offer ideas for using Toitoi in your class.

READ 
Choose a text in Toitoi to share with your class or ask your 
students to read it independently using their own journal.

LEARN 
Use the questions as a starting point for class discussion or 
independent research.

CREATE 
Guide your students to write their own response to the text.

ILLUSTRATE 
Work with the text to inspire your students to create an 
artwork of their own.

SHARE 
Encourage your students to submit their work for 
publication and begin a conversation with other young  
New Zealanders through the arts.
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READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

INSIDE FRONT 
COVER

Lemons
Pictures by Darren 
Wang, age 11

Darren has produced 
a beautiful still life 
of lemons. What do 
you notice about 
his artistic choices? 
Consider his use of 
colour, texture and 
materials. Make a 
list of words that 
describe Darren’s 
picture.

Choose a fruit of your 
own to study. Observe 
it carefully and make 
notes about how it 
looks and feels.

Create a still life of 
your fruit based on 
your notes. Choose 
your materials 
carefully and pay 
particular attention 
to light and shade, 
like Darren.

PAGE 3

Forgiveness
Pictures by Jack Owen, 
age 12

Jack uses a special 
technique to create 
his artwork. Research 
ways to make a print, 
e.g. linocutting and 
woodcutting. Choose 
a single graphic 
image that has 
significance for you 
and make a printing 
block. 

Write a list of people 
who are important 
to you and compose 
messages to each of 
them.

Make cards featuring 
your own woodcut or 
linocut prints. Write 
your message inside 
each card and give 
them out.

PAGE 4

The Wilde 
Orchestra
Words by Thomas 
Doyle, age 13

Pictures by Emily 
Allsop, age 8

Thomas’s poem has 
a surreal, dream-like 
quality that describes 
an ordinary scene 
with an unusual 
twist. Read the poem 
with a friend and 
discuss other stories, 
poems or dreams 
where animals make 
an unexpected 
appearance.

Let your imagination 
run wild and write 
a poem about an 
ordinary scene with a 
surprising twist, like 
Thomas.

Emily has an 
exaggerated artistic 
style and her picture 
perfectly captures 
the surreal quality 
of Thomas’s poem. 
Create a picture to go 
with your poem that 
matches its spirit.

PAGE 6

Chess
Words by Rata Whale, 
age 10

Pictures by Pixel 
Freeman, age 12

Rata has written a 
terrific battle scene 
based on a chess 
game. Research the 
rules of chess and list 
the characteristics of 
each piece. Compare 
your notes to Rata’s 
story. Do you agree 
with how each piece 
behaves? Discuss with 
a friend.

Write a story of 
your own inspired 
by your favourite 
board game. Create 
characters based 
on the game pieces. 
Use great verbs and 
adjectives in your 
story, like Rata.

Create trading 
cards for the key 
characters or game 
pieces in your story. 
Include portraits 
of each character, 
their names, 
special abilities and 
weaknesses. Trade 
the cards with your 
friends.

Mix and match the ideas for your class

READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

PAGE 10

Katipo Began
Words by Harry Sparks, 
age 10

Pictures by Thomas 
Hall, age 5

Read Harry’s poem 
with your class. What 
makes the katipo 
special? Research 
the katipo or another 
native insect and 
make notes about its 
anatomy.

Write a poem about 
your insect. Consider 
creating an origin 
story within your 
poem using a mix of 
fact and fiction, like 
Harry.

Using your choice of 
modelling materials, 
create your insect in 
3D, like Thomas. Hide 
it in the garden at 
school and challenge 
your classmates to 
find it.

PAGE 12

A Batsman’s 
View
Words by Maia de Wit, 
age 13

Pictures by Chanelle 
Groenewald, age 11

Maia uses an
extended metaphor
of combat to describe
her experience of
playing in an intense 
cricket match. Find 
examples of this 
metaphor in the text.

Describe a time  
when you were in a 
fierce battle. Where 
were you? What 
happened? How did 
you feel? Describe the 
experience using an 
extended metaphor, 
like Maia.

Chanelle’s illustration 
cleverly echoes the 
metaphor in Maia’s 
story. Create an 
artwork for your story 
and consider how the 
postures or shadows 
of your characters 
can be used to show 
how they are feeling.

PAGE 14

Sand Dunes 
Words by Valiant 
Takataka, age 12

Pictures by Isabella 
Fuller, age 12

Read Valiant’s story
with your class. 
Where did he find the
courage to slide down 
the dune? Have
you ever conquered
a fear? What does
it feel like? What
happens if you
succeed? What
happens if you fail? 

Write a story about
a time when you
needed courage.
What happened?
Remember to take
the reader on a
journey with you and
describe how you felt
before and after your
adventure. 

Isabella has used 
drawing software to 
illustrate Valiant’s 
story in a striking 
way. Create a picture 
of a key moment in 
your story that shows 
how you were feeling. 
Use digital techniques 
if you can.

PAGE 16

Autumn
Pictures by Jackie Su, 
age 10

Study Jackie’s 
beautiful landscape 
carefully. What 
painting technique 
has she used? 
Observe the painting 
up close and also 
from a short distance 
away. How does 
the effect change 
depending on your 
viewpoint?

Imagine you are 
an art critic. Write 
a short review of 
Jackie’s painting. 
Discuss her colour 
choices, technique, 
possible influences, 
and the way the 
painting makes you 
feel.

Use pointillism or 
another famous 
painting technique to 
create pictures of the 
same scene in each 
of the four seasons. 
Display them on your 
wall in the right order 
to illustrate how 
the natural world 
changes over the 
course of a year.

Adapt the ideas to suit the abilities of your students
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PAGE 18

Runaway
Words by Izabella 
Hancz, age 13

Pictures by Sienna 
Hargreaves, age 12

The hero of Izabella’s 
story is running for 
her life. Is this story 
fiction or non-fiction? 
Is it set in the past, 
present or future? 
How can you tell? 
Gather evidence from 
the text.

Imagine you are 
a detective trying 
to find Zoe. Write 
a missing person’s 
report and describe 
the evidence that is 
available to you to 
solve the case.

Design a detective 
toolkit that you could 
use to track Zoe 
down. The tools could 
be real or imagined. 
Draw and label them 
carefully.

PAGE 22

Matariki
Words by Sol Bevins, 
age 9

Pictures by Lara 
McLeay, age 9

Sol has written a 
beautiful poem 
celebrating Matariki. 
Research the four 
dimensions of 
hauora - taha wairua, 
taha hinengaro, 
taha tinana and 
taha whānau - and 
explain why they are 
important.

Write a poem that 
captures one of the 
dimensions of hauora 
using powerful 
imagery, like Sol.

Make a kite out of 
paper and string. 
Decorate each of 
the parts with the 
four dimensions of 
hauora. Fly your kite 
on your school field 
at lunchtime.

PAGE 24

The Unexpected
Words and pictures 
by Genevieve Laursen, 
age 12

Genevieve has written 
an hilarious account 
of camping during 
a Kiwi summer. 
Have you ever 
been camping? Tell 
your class about it. 
Who had the best 
experience? Who had 
the worst?

Write a script based 
on your class’s 
favourite camping 
story. Choose the 
actors for each 
role and give them 
dialogue to learn. 
Give your play a 
terrific title!

Make tickets and 
perform your play for 
another class. Create 
costumes and props 
out of items in your 
classroom. Use sound 
and lighting to add to 
the drama.

PAGE 28

Cicada
Words by Eva Anderson, 
age 9

Pictures by Nevé Smith, 
age 8

Eva has written a 
poetic description of 
a cicada. Research 
New Zealand cicadas. 
Record five facts 
about them that you 
think other people 
will find interesting.

Write a short 
description of a 
cicada using your 
research. 

Using pencil, draw a 
labelled diagram of a 
cicada. Glue it on a 
poster and add your 
facts and description. 
Give your poster a 
great title and display 
it in your classroom.

Mix and match the ideas for your class

READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

PAGE 30

My Name is Leo
Words by Leo Yang, 
age 10

Pictures by Kate Capie, 
age 10

Leo has described 
how it felt to move 
to New Zealand from 
China. Research what 
it is like to immigrate 
to New Zealand. Find 
out how many people 
move to New Zealand 
every year, and from 
which countries.

Do you have a 
classmate who 
has moved to New 
Zealand from another 
country? Interview 
them about their 
experience and write 
a story from their 
point of view.

Draw a portrait that 
shows the ‘outside’ 
and ‘inside’ of your 
classmate, like Kate. 

PAGE 32

Flip, Flip!
Words by Zoe Williams, 
age 13

Pictures by Tamsin 
Sullivan, age 12

Read Zoe’s story with 
your class and make 
a list of all of the 
genres she mentions 
in her story. Can you 
think of any others? 
What type of books 
do you like reading? 
Why?

Write about what 
happens the next 
day in Mrs Marigold’s 
library. Choose one of 
the book genres to be 
the star of your story. 
Use your imagination 
and humour, like Zoe!

Using stop-motion 
photography, create 
a short movie 
showing what your 
favourite book does 
when nobody is 
looking! Give it a 
terrific title and share 
it with your class.

PAGE 38

The Storm Goes 
Wild 
Words by Charlotte 
Currie, age 7

Pictures by Gloria 
Wyatt, age 10

Charlotte uses 
fantastic verbs to 
describe the effects 
of a storm. Can you 
find them in her 
poem? Brainstorm 
some other words 
that describe 
ferocious weather.

Write a short poem 
about stormy 
weather using terrific 
verbs, like Charlotte. 
Consider playing 
with the size and 
placement of your 
words on the page for 
maximum effect.

Make your own 
instrument or noise-
maker that replicates 
the noises you might 
hear in a storm.

PAGE 40

Runaway Bob
Words and pictures by 
Leon Aran Greig, age 10

Leon has written 
a very funny story 
about an old man 
trying to escape from 
a care home. Do 
you have an elderly 
relative? Where do 
they live? Where 
might they want to 
go? 

Imagine you were 
helping a relative 
run away. Concoct a 
detailed escape plan. 
Use your imagination 
and have some fun, 
like Leon.

On a plain square of 
cloth, use permanent 
marker to draw a 
map that shows your 
escape route. When 
you have finished, 
fold the cloth like a 
handkerchief and slip 
it to your relative!

Adapt the ideas to suit the abilities of your students



Write a story or poem inspired by 12-year-old Maya Hall’s amazing artwork published in Toitoi 17. 

Send it to submit@toitoi.nz and include your name, age, school and a parent / teacher’s name 
and contact details. You may submit in English or te reo Māori.

Submissions are due on November 29, 2019.

We will publish the best story in Toitoi 19 with additional illustrations by Maya.

Download the digital resource at www.toitoi.nz/story-search

READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

PAGE 44

A Moment in 
Time
Words by Xanthe 
Southward, age 11

Pictures by Lillian 
Southward, age 9

Xanthe has written a 
beautiful poem, rich 
in imagery. Share the 
poem with your class 
and make a list of all 
the language features 
that make this so 
special.

Choose an animal 
you love and write 
a poem about it 
using powerful 
poetic tools such 
as metaphor, simile 
and alliteration, like 
Xanthe.

Paint a picture to go 
with your poem. Use 
a medium and colour 
palette that echoes 
the spirit of your 
poem, like Lillian.

PAGE 46

My Nan
Words by Cameron 
Rakena, age 13

Pictures by Harriet 
Blundell, age 13

Cameron has 
written a touching 
story about her 
grandmother. Do 
you have a beloved 
grandparent or 
special relative? Tell a 
friend all about them.

Write a letter to your 
special person. Tell 
them what you love 
about them and why. 

Use pencil to draw 
a portrait of your 
relative, like Harriet. 
Put your picture and 
letter in an envelope 
and post it to your 
special person, or 
deliver it by hand 
when you see them 
next.

PAGE 50

The Sadness 
Expert
Words by Grace 
Farrelly, age 12

Pictures by Ruby 
Geddes, age 12

Read Grace’s poem 
out loud. What do 
you think of her 
advice about how to 
become an expert 
in sadness? Do you 
agree with her? What 
works best for you 
when you are feeling 
sad? Discuss with 
your class.

On pieces of paper, 
write down some 
of the things that 
make you sad. Write 
a positive message 
or affirmation on the 
other side.

Fold your pieces of 
paper into beautiful 
origami shapes and 
place them in a jar. 
Decorate your jar and 
keep it in a safe place 
so that you can use it 
the next time you are 
feeling sad.

PAGE 52

Taniwha
Words by Gracie 
Watson-Siloata, age 10, 
Drew Curran-Tietjens, 
age 10 and Ruhi 
Powdrell, age 9 

Pictures by Justin Ren, 
age 7

What is a taniwha? 
Research its place 
in Māori culture. Is 
it real or imaginary? 
Discuss with your 
classmates.

Ruhi, Gracie and 
Drew worked together 
on this story. Team 
up with two friends, 
and write a story 
featuring a taniwha.

Collaborate with 
your friends to design 
and build a taniwha 
out of materials 
you can find in your 
classroom.

Adapt the ideas to suit the abilities of your students

https://toitoi.nz/story-search
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PAGE 54

Hello, 
Neighbour
Words by Arlo Solomon, 
age 11

Pictures by Bradley 
Fitzgerald, age 10

Arlo has written a 
fantastic description 
of an encounter 
with his neighbour. 
Examine the text 
carefully and pay 
attention to how 
Arlo describes his 
neighbour’s physical 
appearance and 
behaviour. 

Write a description 
of someone who 
fascinates you. Think 
about how they look 
and behave. Try to 
write as much detail 
as you can so that 
someone who has 
never met them can 
get a clear sense of 
what they are like.

Give your writing to a 
friend and ask them 
to draw a picture of 
the person you have 
described. How does 
it compare to the real 
person?

PAGE 56

Early Morning
Words by Jaimee Steed, 
age 10

Pictures by Sophie 
Flintoff, age 12

Jaimee describes an 
early morning in the 
country. What is your 
morning routine? 
Think about what it 
has in common with 
Jaimee’s, and how it 
is different. Make lists 
and compare.

Keep a detailed diary 
for one week. Note 
your daily routines 
and keep a record 
of anything unusual 
that happens. At the 
end of the week, read 
your diary and see if 
there is anything you 
would like to change 
about your routine.

During the week, 
collect memorabilia 
such as photos, 
tickets, notes, 
drawings, etc. Paste 
them into your diary 
to create a snapshot 
of a typical week in 
your life.

PAGE 58

Grandad
Words by Hollie Keogh, 
age 11

Pictures by Baie Brown, 
age 10

Compare and 
contrast Hollie’s 
poem with My Nan 
on page 46. What are 
the differences and
similarities between
the two pieces of 
writing in terms of
content and style?

Write a piece of
poetry or prose about
family. Compare
your writing with a
friend’s and discuss
the different choices
you have made.

Compare the
pictures for Hollie’s 
poem and Cameron’s 
story. Consider
colour, composition
and the mediums
used. Inspired by
the artists’ choices,
create a picture to go
with your writing.

PAGE 60

Food Fight
Words by Lachlan 
Fletcher, age 10

Pictures by Niamh 
McIlhatton, age 11

Lachlan has created 
an hilarious story 
about a dramatic 
food fight in a 
cinema. What is the 
difference between 
exaggeration and 
hyperbole? What 
effect does it have on 
the story?

Inspired by Lachlan’s 
story, work with your 
friends to produce a 
report for the local 
television news about 
the events in the 
cinema. Interview 
staff from the cinema 
and any eyewitnesses. 
You might even want 
to include a comment 
from the police!

Recreate a scene 
from the food fight 
and film it for your 
news report. Use 
hyperbole and 
exaggeration to make 
the report funny. 

Mix and match the ideas for your class

READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

PAGE 66

Cave
Words by Shiloh 
Morrison, age 10

Pictures by Yuri John, 
age 10

Read Shiloh’s poem 
with your class and 
list all of the verbs, 
adjectives and 
adverbs she uses to 
describe the cave.

Use your word list 
to inspire a poem of 
your own about an 
adventure you have 
had in the natural 
world. 

Create a diorama of 
the landscape in your 
poem.

PAGE 68

Separated 
Families
Words by Jacqueline 
Colliar, age 9

Pictures by Christine 
Robinson, age 12

Jacqueline’s essay 
about being in a 
separated family 
is very honest. She 
wrote it to help 
other young people 
in similar situations. 
Read the essay with 
your class and discuss 
the role of honesty in 
writing.

Write a personal 
essay about 
something that has 
happened to you or 
something that you 
feel strongly about. 
Be as honest as you 
can.

Create a music 
playlist that will 
inspire you to keep 
going when things 
are difficult. Order 
the songs and add 
cover art for your
playlist. Share it with 
your closest friend.

PAGE 70

Fruit Salad 
Frenzy
Words and pictures by 
Isla Clapham, age 9

Isla has created a fun 
comic about what 
happens in a fruit 
bowl when everyone 
goes to bed. She uses 
jokes and puns. What 
is a pun? Can you 
think of some others?

Write a short funny 
script about what 
various food items 
get up to when 
nobody is looking. 
Give your script a title 
that uses a pun!

Make expressive eyes, 
noses and mouths 
and attach them to 
fruit and vegetables. 
Make a stop-motion 
film based on your 
script showing their 
adventures!

PAGE 72

Cousins, Chaos 
and Camping
Words by Kate 
O’Connor, age 11

Pictures by Matilda 
Wake-Willers, age 13

Kate has written 
about a camping 
trip, like Genevieve 
on page 24. Read 
both stories and think 
about which camping 
trip you like better. 
List your reasons.

Write a recipe for 
the perfect camping 
trip. Include a list of 
ingredients and give 
detailed instructions 
on how to have the 
best time!

Draw a picture to 
go with your recipe. 
Collect all of the 
recipes from your 
class and create a 
camping ‘cookbook’. 
Display it in the 
school library.

Adapt the ideas to suit the abilities of your students
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PAGE 75

Spring
Pictures by Julianna 
Wang, age 12

Julianna has painted 
a beautiful picture of 
spring that features 
two bees. What 
function do bees 
perform? Why are 
they so important? 
Why are they under 
threat?

Using the facts you 
have learned, write a 
poem titled To Bee or 
Not to Bee. Perform it 
for your class.

Use coloured tissue 
paper to create 
flowers on sticks 
and model bees out 
of pipe cleaners. 
Suspend them on 
invisible thread in 
your class to make a 
display alongside your 
published poems. 

PAGE 76

The Figure
Words by Ava Kinghorn, 
age 12

Pictures by Hayley 
Thomson, age 11

Ava has written an 
atmospheric poem 
about an animal on 
the prowl. Find clues 
in the text that tell 
you what kind of 
animal Ava is writing 
about.

Write a description 
of an animal hunting 
its prey. Don’t tell the 
reader what kind of 
animal it is, but leave 
clues in the text.

Create an illustration 
of a scene in your 
poem from the 
point of view of the 
predator. Leave clues 
as to their identity.

PAGE 78

The Chipped 
Yellow Line
Words by Eva MacPhee, 
age 12

Pictures by Briese 
Ginns, age 12

Eva’s story describes 
a netball game 
with a nail-biting 
finish. Read the 
story carefully and 
notice how Eva 
builds tension and 
excitement in the 
narrative.

Imagine you are a 
sports journalist 
reporting on Eva’s 
netball game. Write 
a newspaper article 
about the match. 
Give it an exciting 
headline.

Take three photos 
to go with your 
news report. Lay out 
the page with the 
headline, photos and 
article. Don’t forget 
to include your byline!

PAGE 82

Determination
Words by Bishop 
Haami, age 10

Pictures by Leyna van 
Beers, age 11

Bishop’s poem is short 
and simple but also 
very powerful. Bishop 
chose not to give his 
poem a title. What do 
you think about this 
choice?

Write a piece of 
flash fiction about a 
powerful emotion in 
less than 50 words. 
Think carefully about 
whether you would 
like to give your 
writing a title. 

Choose a colour 
that represents your 
emotion and create 
an artwork to go with 
your writing.

Mix and match the ideas for your class

READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

PAGE 84

My Secret Spot
Words by Emily Allsop, 
age 8

Pictures by Hattie 
Rigg-Rissmann, age 6

Read Emily’s story
with your class. When
do you realise that
the story is told
from the point of view 
of a dog? Analyse 
how Emily slowly 
releases information 
about the narrator.

Write a story of your
own from the point of 
view of a dog. Think 
carefully about how 
their experience of 
the world is different 
to your own.

Using paper, felt or 
wool, make a puppet 
of your dog. Create 
a special voice that 
conveys his or her 
personality and 
introduce yourself to 
the other dogs in your 
class. 

PAGE 86

The Statue
Words by Mo Metherell, 
age 11

Pictures by Clelie 
Raimbault-Langlet, 
age 10

Who made Solace 
in the Wind? Find a 
photograph of the 
sculpture overlooking 
Wellington Harbour 
and research its 
creator. What is the 
man thinking about? 
Discuss with a friend.

Research a famous 
sculpture of a human 
figure and study 
photographs of it. 
Craft a poem that 
explores the person 
that inspired the 
sculpture.

A maquette is a small 
version of a sculpture. 
Using clay, plasticine, 
Fimo or a medium of 
your choice, sculpt a 
maquette to illustrate 
your poem.

PAGE 88

A Cat’s Curse
Words by Tutanekai 
Wineera-Brown, age 12

Pictures by Ava van 
Asten, age 10

What is superstition? 
Research the beliefs 
of different cultures 
and find out what 
is considered lucky 
or unlucky in various 
communities. Make 
a list of the ones you 
find most surprising.

Invent a superstition 
of your own. Decide 
what it is, and what 
you can do to 
counteract it. Write 
a list of instructions 
about how to reverse 
the bad luck.

Make a paper 
scroll with your 
instructions. Illustrate 
it then stain it with 
old tea and burn the 
edges to make it look 
very old.

PAGE 90

Bunker 404
Words by James 
Whelan, age 12 

Pictures by Heidi 
Cranshaw, age 12

James’s story is set
in a dystopian world. 
What is a dystopia? 
Find other examples 
of dystopian stories 
and think about what
their purpose is. 
Discuss with your 
class.

Write your own 
narrative set in a 
dystopian future. 
Consider featuring a 
character that slowly 
learns the truth 
about their situation. 
Build suspense by 
giving your reader 
clues without telling 
them everything.

Design a cover for 
your story. Create 
an eye-catching title 
and include a blurb, 
tagline and a brief 
biography of you as 
the author that will 
make people want to 
read the book. 

Adapt the ideas to suit the abilities of your students
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PAGE 94

Above the Blaze
Words by Daniel 
Lovewell, age 10

Pictures by Leon 
Fenemor, age 11

TOITOI STORY 
SEARCH WINNER

Read Daniel’s poem 
aloud with your class. 
What do you notice 
about it? Can you 
find examples of 
repetition in the text?

Choose a natural 
disaster and think 
about the sounds 
you would associate 
with it. Write a poem 
featuring conscious 
repetition of that 
sound. 

Paint an artwork 
to accompany 
your poem. Think 
carefully about its 
composition,
brushstrokes and
colour choices, like 
Daniel.
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Harbour and 
Sky
Words by Eva Roberts, 
age 12

Pictures by Hung 
Pham, age 6

Read Eva’s story 
about Matariki with 
your class and think 
about why that time 
of year is so special. 
Brainstorm a list 
of 30 words that 
you associate with 
Matariki. Cut them 
up, put them in a jar 
and shake it up.

Ask everyone in the 
class to choose a 
piece of paper and 
write a sentence that 
describes Matariki 
using the word they 
have been given. Can 
you work together to 
make the sentences 
into a class poem? 

Find an old blanket. 
Ask everyone in the 
class to make a 
shape that represents 
Matariki to them and 
sew the shapes on to 
the blanket. Display it 
in your classroom.
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Pig Hunting 
in North 
Canterbury
Words by Quaye Paora, 
age 10

Pictures by Sam Lester, 
age 10

Quaye has written 
about an experience 
that few city kids 
get to have. Read his 
story carefully with a 
friend. Do you think 
hunting sounds cool? 
Why?

Choose a moderator 
and hold a debate 
with the moot that 
hunting should be 
banned. Make sure 
your arguments are 
clear and persuasive.

In your group, create
a strong visual image
that supports your
argument. Make it
concise and use 
pictures or symbols 
to persuade your 
audience.
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A Poem From a 
Dark Realm
Words by Francie 
Liebert, age 12

Pictures by Jemima 
McLean, age 12

Read Francie’s poem 
aloud. What do
you notice about its
rhyme scheme? What
effect does it have?

Write a rhyming 
poem about 
something scary. 
Work with a friend 
and use a rhyming 
dictionary to help if 
you like. Don’t forget 
to read the poem 
aloud to make sure 
the rhythms work. 

Create a spooky 
monochrome artwork 
to go with your poem, 
like Jemima.

Mix and match the ideas for your class

READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE
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The Crossing
Words by Theo Bennett, 
age 11

Pictures by Barrie Keith 
North Jr, age 11

Theo’s Tongariro 
Crossing is an exciting 
recount of an outdoor 
adventure with his 
family. Have you had 
an outdoor adventure 
like Theo? Where? 
Find the location 
using Google Earth 
or go to linz.govt.nz 
to find topographical 
maps.

Write a story about 
your adventure using 
descriptive language. 
Be sure to give your 
readers a great sense 
of the landscape as 
well as the action.

Use a large sheet of 
paper to draw a map 
of the location of 
your adventure. Mark 
your path on the map 
in colour and draw 
topographical lines to 
show the altitude.
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A Summer Day
Words by Rosie 
Sutherland, age 9

Pictures by Georgia 
Taylor, age 7

Rosie has written a 
lovely poem about 
scootering to school 
on a summer day.
How do you get to 
school? Make a list 
of the different ways 
you could travel.

Choose one of the 
ways and write a 
poem that describes 
your journey to 
school. Use your 
imagination!

Make a colourful 
poster promoting 
your new way of 
travel. Display it in 
your classroom.
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Portrait of a 
Dog
Pictures by Laura 
Curtis, age 10

Laura’s dog portrait 
uses impressionistic 
brushstrokes to 
capture the dog’s 
expression and the 
light and textures in 
the scene. What is 
impressionism? What 
does it aim to do? 
Discuss which aspects 
of the picture appeal 
to you with a friend.

Plan an outdoor 
painting session. 
Make a list of the 
supplies you will need, 
where you will go to 
find a good subject 
and how you will get 
there. Consider what 
time of day will have 
the best light and 
don’t forget to check 
the weather forecast!

Hold your outdoor 
painting session. 
Focus on capturing 
the forms you see, 
their colours and the 
way the light falls on 
them. You may wish 
to add a fun collaged 
element, like Laura.

Adapt the ideas to suit the abilities of your students
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S H A R E

Pictures by Jesse Swift, age 12

RESPOND

Ask your students to 
select their favourite 
piece of writing or art 
from the journal and 
write a letter to the 
young writer or artist 
who created it. 

REVIEW

Encourage your 
students to write  
a review of Toitoi.  
They can choose one  
or more stories or 
poems or review the 
whole journal. 

PUBLISH

Encourage your 
students to submit 
their work to Toitoi and 
begin a conversation 
with other young 
writers and artists 
across the country.
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