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Toitoi 16

Reading Notes

You might like to begin by leafing through the journal with 
your group and taking a look at all the fantastic artwork. 

Listed below are some ideas of which pieces to read with your 
group. Feel free to choose your own or ask the students what 
they would like to read. They might like to take turns reading 
aloud.

We hope you enjoy sharing Toitoi 16 with your young writers 
and artists!

Recommended reading in Issue 16

Years 1-2

Whose Bucket Did You Fill Today on page 109 is a short story about Benjamin playing with his 
siblings with an illustration by Tevita Veamoi at St Therese School. Ask your readers if they have 
ever gone ‘ultra-instinct’? What does it mean to fill up someone’s bucket?

You could also try:

• Cricket Ball, page 53 - a poem with soaring similes;

• Road Patrol on page 37 - Caitlin overcomes her nervousness to do road patrol at school.

Years 3-4

Haircut Disaster on page 70 is an hilarious story about how Annie managed to cut off half of her 
hair when she was little. Ask your young readers what was the craziest thing they did when they 
were little. Did they try to keep it a secret? How did their parents find out?

You could also try:

• The Sinking of the Darkness on page 66 - an exciting story about a shipwreck in a storm;

• My Shadow and I on page 31 - a lovely rhyming poem that was written by three students in 
collaboration.
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Years 5-6

When the Queen Took Over KFC on page 26 is a hilarious story about the Queen coming to visit 
the Birkenhead KFC. It has a fantastic cast of characters and wonderful illustrations. You could 
discuss with your readers how a crazy meeting of worlds might make an interesting start for a 
story. Try to come up with a story starter like this using their school!

You could also try:

• Rajah the Elephant, page 9 - a poem following the life of the stuffed elephant at Auckland 
Museum;

• Exploding Cheese, page 55, a fondue-loving family accidentally unleashes a cheese monster.

• I Can Top That on page 71 - a funny story about one-upmanship with great voice.

Years 7-8

Mud at Midnight on page 5 is about four kids who are camping and set off on a midnight mission 
involving a mud race and a mud fight. The story uses fantastic pacing and descriptive language. 
You could invent next year’s challenge with your readers - where would it take place? What would 
it feel like? What might the characters see and hear? Come up with lots of descriptive language.

You could also try:

• Squiggles on page 75 -  a beautiful story about a teacher who helps a dyslexic student;

• Birthday Nightmare on page 104 - a story about a family coping with their grandad’s heart 
attack. The family dynamics are really brought to life in subtle details;

Long Stories

If you have a bit of extra time and would like to read to your group, you could try these fantastic 
longer stories:

• The Darkness of Dragons on page 97 - a fantasy story with an unexpected plot twist in the 
middle of a Chinese dragon dance; 

• Ink on page 41 - a young heroine’s epic battle with a kraken at the bottom of the ocean.


