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Toitoi 21

Reading Notes

You might like to begin by leafing through the journal with 
your group and taking a look at all the fantastic artwork. 

Listed below are some ideas of which pieces to read with your 
group. Feel free to choose your own or ask the students what 
they would like to read. They might like to take turns reading 
aloud.

Recommended reading in Issue 21

Years 1-2 
 
Astronaut on page 62 is a description of an exciting occupation. Read it with your group. What do 
your students dream of doing in the future? Do they know anyone who works in their dream job? 
Discuss everyone’s ideas and take a vote to decide which job is the best! 
 
You could also try: 
 
• Eeling, page 74 — a terrific origin story. What do your students know about the day they were 
born? Can they remember a sibling’s birth? How did they feel? 
 
• Ollie the Cat on page 94 — an affectionate observation of a beloved pet. Here’s a chance for 
everyone to come up with a great description of their own favourite animal (or sibling)!

Years 3-4 
 
Take a look at Anzac Day Lockdown on page 8. What other events have been seriously impacted by 
Covid-19 this year? Which ones had the biggest effect on your students’ lives? Why? 
 
You could also try: 
 
• Shine Bright, Night Sky on page 58 — read it aloud and listen to the poetic devices (assonance, 
alliteration). What is their favourite line and why? 
 
• My Life on page 34 — a hilarious story written from an egg’s point of view!
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Years 5-6 
 
Cross Country on page 68 is a terrific recount of a school sports experience with a surprising twist 
at the end. What do your students think of school sports such as cross country? Should they be 
compulsory? Why? 
 
You could also try: 
 
• Travelling, page 4 — a lovely dreamy piece about where your mind can take you. Where would 
your students go if they could travel right now? 
 
• Overthrowing on page 54 — a well-written fantasy story with an interesting premise.

Years 7-8 
 
Friend or Foe? on page 48 — a thoughtful analysis of the impact that screens have on our lives. 
Do your students agree or disagree with the points Isobel makes? Do they think they could live 
without their devices? What other issues are your students concerned about? 
 
You could also try: 
 
• Ko Au te Whenua on page 80 — a story of hope in these troubled times; 
 
• The Champion on page 79 — a wonderful, vibrant surfing commentary.

Long Stories 
 
If you have time, you could try these awesome pieces: 
 
• Calling Agent Silver Swan on page 42, a fantastically funny UFO story written by Meredith 
Williams. Ask for volunteers to play the roles of Agent Silver Swan and Penny Copper then read the 
story aloud. Did your group enjoy the story? What do they make of the ending? 
 
• The Maths Test on pages 22, a story about exceeding your own expectations. When have your 
students overcome a challenge and done better than they thought they might? When have you?! 
Discuss everyone’s experiences and find out what you have in common!


