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Toitoi 24

Reading Notes

Begin by leafing through the journal with your group and 
taking a look at all the fantastic artwork. 

Listed below are some ideas of which pieces to read with your 
group. Please feel free to choose your own or ask the students 
what they would like to read. They might like to take turns 
reading aloud.

We hope you enjoy sharing Toitoi 24 with your young writers 
and artists.

Recommended reading in Issue 24

Years 1-2

Dad’s Coffee on page 10 describes an experience that many of us can relate to. Read it aloud with 
your group. Do they carry out certain duties for their parents? Are these tasks fun and rewarding or 
are they chores? Discuss everyone’s experiences and see what you have in common!

You could also try:

• Mārahau, page 70 — a simple description of a holiday experience. What’s the best trip your 
students have ever taken? Where was it? Share your experiences;

• Waxeyes’ Games on page 62 — a haiku. Count the syllables (5, 7, 5). See whether each of you 
can come up with a new last line. Feel free to count the syllables by clapping!

Years 3-4

Take a look at the My Hero series starting on page 16. Take turns reading each of the three stories 
out loud. What makes a hero? Who are your students’ heroes? Who are yours? Discuss!

You could also try:

• Outside on page 44 — a beautiful poem that uses powerful language to convey a feeling;

• Why Do Wolves Howl at the Moon on page 56 — a made-up fable about an animal’s behaviour. 
What other explanations for wolves’ howling can your students think of? Can your students 
howl, too?!



Years 5-6

Thunderstruck on page 58 — an imaginative, gruesome and funny fictional narrative. Take turns 
reading it out loud. What do your students think might happen after the story ends? Brainstorm 
some ideas!

You could also try:

• My Friend’s Birthday (A True Moment), page 78 — an amusing story about a birthday present. 
What’s the best gift your students have ever received? What’s the most disappointing? How 
about you? Go on — relive the pain!

• The Perfect Place For a Scare on page 100 — a great recount of an evening walk. Do your 
students (or you) have siblings who enjoy giving them a fright?! Share your stories.

Years 7-8

Last One in’s a Rotten Egg on page 12 is a joyous recount of a family’s trip to the beach, featuring 
great dialogue. Assign a role to each student in your group and read it like a play, with you (or 
another student) as narrator. Encourage everyone to be super-expressive!

You could also try:

• Puzzle Time on page 48 — an exciting story about a challenging competition;

• Te Pō on page 104 — a beautiful celebration of Aotearoa’s bush using some sophisticated 
language. Discuss the meanings of: ascended, luminescence, foliage, tentatively, peppering.

Longer Stories or Topics for Discussion

If you have time, you could try these awesome pieces:

• My Plot Twist (A True Story) on page 24, a personal recount written by Charlee Bennett about 
her diabetes diagnosis. Read the story aloud with your students. What do they know about this 
disease? Do they know anyone who has it? Discuss your students’ own experiences; 

• The Note on page 64, a hilarious story from the point of view of an older student looking back 
at her younger self’s regrettable behaviour. 

Toitoi Story Search

We are holding a special competition to find a story inspired by Jieun Kwon’s amazing artwork 
opposite the contents of Toitoi 24. Students can write a story in response to the artwork and 
send it to submit@toitoi.nz by October 1st. The winning story will be published with additional 
illustrations by Jieun in Issue 26!


