
Toitoi 25 Bonus Activity: Tangiwai

READ 

Tangiwai Disaster 
Words by Kyle Pomara, age 12  
Pictures by Rowan Woudberg, age 13 
Whangaehu River  
Words by Anthony Whitmarsh, age 11 
Pictures by Cathy Li, age 13
 

LEARN 
Kyle and Anthony have written movingly about a tragic 
event in Aotearoa New Zealand’s history. What was the 
Tangiwai disaster? When did it happen? Conduct some 
research and make notes. 

CREATE 
Choose one aspect of the Tangiwai disaster that 
interests you. Use your research and Kyle and Anthony’s 
writing to inspire your own creative response to this 
historic event. 

 
ILLUSTRATE 
Inspired by Rowan and Cathy’s art, create a powerful 
image of your own to go with your writing. 
 
 
SHARE 
Submit your own writing or artwork for publication in 
Toitoi and begin a conversation with other young  
New Zealanders through the arts.

Visit www.toitoi.nz for more bonus activities

https://www.toitoi.nz/teach
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LEARN

Read Kyle’s story and Anthony’s poem carefully. Based on their 
writing, what do you think happened? Had you heard of the 
Tangiwai disaster before?

Research the Tangiwai disaster and make careful notes. Use the 
questions below to get you started:

•   What happened?

•   When did it happen?

•   Where did it happen?

•   What caused it?

•   Who was affected?

•   Were there any heroes?

•   Could it have been prevented?

•   How did New Zealanders respond?

•   How did the rest of the world find out about it?

•   What was their reaction?

•   Did Māori have a special perspective on this disaster?

Conduct some research to find out the facts. Ask your parents 
or grandparents what they know about this tragic event. Then 
go online to discover more. You may want to start by visiting  
https://anyquestions.govt.nz/

RESEARCH

EXTEND YOURSELF
Learn about other tragedies and disasters in Aotearoa  
New Zealand’s history. The National Library has an amazing 
Topic Explorer which includes books, news articles, video and 
audio recordings. 

WRITE YOUR RESEARCH NOTES HERE

https://anyquestions.govt.nz/many_answers/tangiwai-disaster-1953
https://natlib.govt.nz/schools/topics/57fb11d2125757792f002fcd/ disasters-new-zealand
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Choose one aspect of the Tangiwai disaster that interests you. 
Use your research and Kyle and Anthony’s writing to inspire 
your own creative response to this historic event. For example, a 
poem, story, diary or song.

CREATE

PLAN YOUR WRITING HERE

ILLUSTRATE

Inspired by Rowan and Cathy’s art, create a powerful image 
of your own to go with your writing. For example, a drawing, 
painting, collage or model. 

PLAN YOUR ARTWORK HERE


