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VIS IT  TOITOI .NZ FOR SUBMISSION GUIDELINES AND DEADLINES

We know that teachers are busy and any support material 
needs to be quick and simple. So with every issue of the 
journal, we offer ideas for using Toitoi in your class.

READ 
Choose a text in Toitoi to share with your class or ask your 
students to read it independently using their own journal.

LEARN 
Use the questions as a starting point for class discussion or 
independent research.

CREATE 
Guide your students to write their own response to the text.

ILLUSTRATE 
Work with the text to inspire your students to create an 
artwork of their own.

SHARE 
Encourage your students to submit their work for 
publication and begin a conversation with other young  
New Zealanders through the arts.

POETRY

16
24
28
36
40
46
62
66
72
76
82
86
92
104
108
112
118
124
130
136
142
148
154
160
186

Travelling
The Lady of the Lake 
Dad’s Coffee 
Moments with the Whale 
Autumn Harvest
Netball
Teacher
Fear
The Beckoning Depths of the Teps
Meeting
My Cat, Bitey
Slowing Down Time
My Hair
War and Pieces
A Family Day at the Beach
Cicadas
Web of the Spider
Advice from an Albatross
The Strangest Art Gallery
Milo
The Motel
Bones
The Holocaust Exhibition
Selene
Night Practice

190
198

202

206

210

220

228

234

240

244

248

254

262

268

274

282

286

292

296

304

312

320

324

Me, but Better
Homeless Hedgehog
Waxeyes’ Games
School Playground
A Cicada’s Song
Standing Strong
The Last Foray
The Wilde Orchestra
Gallipoli
A Bed of Clams
Yellow
Rajah the Elephant
Above the Blaze
Boogie Boarding
The Mysteries of Arthur’s Pass
Lonely
Astronaut
The Loch Ness Monster Joins a 
Swimming Class (an Urban Myth)
Winter Thoughts
Pūrorohū
Snapper
Wilderness
Matariki

PERSONAL NARRATIVE

26
30
38
54 
64
84
110
114
116
140

Te Wai Tino Makariri
The Ocean’s Treasure
Kayaking at Tōtaranui
Acceptance 
My Secret 
Anzac Day Lockdown
Cousins, Chaos and Camping
Sand Dunes
The Virtual World
On Court Complications

150
196
200
208
232
270
276
298
300
316

The Prizegiving
After School 
Friday Afternoons
Eeling
Early Morning
New School
The Maths Test
8 Ways of Looking at My School Life
My Family’s Roof
Treasured Time

Mix and match the ideas for your class

INDEX

https://toitoi.nz
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Opposite: Pictures by Parker Knight, age 11

FICTIONAL NARRATIVE

20
42
68
74
78
96
106
120
132
144
156
178
188

When the Queen Took Over KFC
Storyweaver 
A Narrow Escape 
A Batsman’s View 
Steve
Junkyard Heroes
Wayno the Wrestler
Māui’s 21st Century Catch
Last One in’s a Rotten Egg
The Squid Incident
Campfire
Ink
Kayak Deluxe

204
216

222

236

242

246

260

264

272

284

294

306

322

Dad, There’s a Shark in the Attic!
Holding on for Dear Life
Food Fight
On the Run
If Only I Were Taller
The Champion
When I Met the General
Ko Au te Whenua, Ko te Whenua Ko Au
Hello, Neighbour
Runaway Bob
Magpie
Dear Diary
Vikings

ART

12
50
88
126
162
164
165
166
167
168

In the Depths
Spinosaurus Battles Covid-19
Glenorchy Sunset
Māui Was Angry – Ka Pukiriri a Māui
Tiger in the Jungle
Girl
Cow
Mud at Midnight
Camp Pranks
My Bike at McLean’s Island

169
170
171
172
173
174
175
212
250
288

The Big Game
Night Hunter
Shadows
Why Do Wolves Howl at the Moon?
Portrait
Prime Minister
The Voyage
Snowplanet
The Sinking of the Darkness
Autumn

INFORMATIVE WRITING

48
158

Harakeke
Dinosaurs

Mix and match the ideas for your class

INDEX
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READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

PAGE 12 & 326

In the Depths
Pictures by Scarlet 
Connor, age 12

Examine Scarlet’s 
fantastic artwork 
carefully. What 
medium has she 
used? What is your 
favourite part of the 
image? How does it 
make you feel?

Write a short story 
about what happens 
immediately after the 
action you see here.

If you have access to 
drawing software, 
create a colourful 
digital image to go 
with your story, like 
Scarlet.

PAGE 16

Travelling
Words by Oliver Peters, 
age 9

Pictures by Jasper 
Macknight-Wilson,  
age 11

Imagine that 
you are going to 
circumnavigate the 
globe, like Oliver. 
Study an atlas from 
your class or school 
library and find a 
country that has 
always captured your 
imagination.

Write a diary entry 
with detailed 
descriptions about 
what you see and 
who you meet on your 
travels.

Make a globe out 
of papier-mâché. 
Decorate it and hang 
it from the ceiling of 
your classroom.

PAGE 20

When the Queen 
Took Over KFC
Words by Annabel June 
Barlow, age 10

Pictures by Ruby Santos-
Jackson, age 10

WATCH ANNABEL ON 
TOITOI TV

Is the Queen of 
England a real 
person? What are 
her other names and 
titles? Make a list of 
every name you can 
find for her.

Imagine you are a 
Queen or a King 
visiting to New 
Zealand. Write a letter 
to the manager of a 
place you would like 
to go to and explain 
when you will be 
arriving and how you 
expect to be treated!

Design a stamp with a 
portrait of yourself on 
it. Make an envelope 
for your letter and 
add your stamp!

PAGE 24

The Lady of the 
Lake
Words by Baxter Fastier, 
age 6

Pictures by Harry 
Simpson, age 8

What is the Lady
of the Lake? Look
for clues in Baxter’s 
poem and Harry’s 
picture. What is her 
other name? How old 
is she?

Make a travel poster 
inviting people to visit 
Queenstown and take 
a trip on the Lady of 
the Lake.

Add diagrams, maps, 
pictures and slogans 
to your poster to 
capture people’s 
attention.

Access the Tangiwai Disaster Bonus Activity here!

READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

PAGE 26

Te Wai Tino 
Makariri
Ko ngā kupu a Amira 
Roa, e 9 tau tōna pakeke

Ko te pikitia a Tirea 
Campbell, e 9 tau tōna 
pakeke

Ka whakamāramahia 
e Amira tētahi 
haerenga whakaihiihi 
o tōna whānau. He 
aha te mea rawe ki a 
koe hei mahi ngātahi 
me tō whānau? Kōrero 
atu ki tētahi hoa.

Tuhia he kōrero mō 
tētahi haerenga 
whakamīharo o te 
whānau. Ā tēnā, 
tuhia te tāhū o 
te kōrero, engari 
whakatakotohia hoki 
ō kare ā-roto me te 
wairua o taua kōrero.

I roto i ngā 
raupapatanga mahi 
āta whakaarohia 
te tino mahi, arā 
tētahi wā me te 
wāhi o tō kōrero hei 
waituhi pikitia māu e 
whakaatu pai ai i taua 
horopaki.

PAGE 28

Dad’s Coffee
Words by Abby Cruse, 
age 10

Pictures by Hao Xue, 
age 10

Abby’s poem is based
on observing her
father’s relationship
with coffee. What
funny habits do 
your parents, 
grandparents,
caregivers and siblings
have? Describe them
to a friend.

Choose a person from
your family and write
a short poem based
on that person’s funny
habits and sayings.

Hao uses a cartooning
style to create an
awesome illustration
for Abby’s poem.
Create an image to
go with your poem
that also uses these
techniques.

PAGE 30

The Ocean’s 
Treasure
Words by Julia Wilkins,  
age 13

Pictures by Cathy Li,  
age 13

Read Julia’s story
with a friend. Can
you find examples of
personification in the
text? What effect
does this have?

Choose an aspect
of nature that you
find either friendly or
frightening. Write a
story about it using
personification.

Create a mixed
media portrait of an
aspect of nature that
conveys its surfaces
and depths, colours
and changing moods.

PAGE 36

Moments with 
the Whale
Words by Violetta Dacre, 
age 11

Pictures by Zamora 
Guerin, age 11

Violetta’s poem
imagines an
interaction between
the writer and a
whale. Research your
favourite kind of
whale and find out
where they live.

Use your research as
a springboard to write
about an interaction
between you and a
whale.

Study Zamora’s
painting carefully.
What techniques has
she used? Create an
artwork to go with
your writing and 
carefully consider 
what colour palette 
and medium you 
will choose to create 
mood.

Adapt the ideas to suit the abilities of your students

https://youtu.be/Llm2qeQBgKA
https://youtu.be/Llm2qeQBgKA
https://www.toitoi.nz/bonus-activities
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PAGE 38

Kayaking at 
Tōtaranui
Words and pictures by 
Xanthe Southward,  
age 12

Read Xanthe’s 
awesome story 
about her kayaking 
adventure. Why do 
you think she has 
chosen to tell her 
story in present tense?

Write a short account 
of an exciting outdoor 
experience that you 
have had. Now rewrite 
the story in another 
tense. Which do you 
prefer? Choose your 
favourite version.

Paint a picture of 
a key image to go 
with your writing, 
like Xanthe. Display 
your art and story 
together.

PAGE 40

Autumn Harvest
Words by Angus 
Campbell, age 11

Pictures by Harvey 
McGee, age 12 

Read Angus’s poem
out loud. What do
you notice about the
language he uses to
describe the action?
Can you think of crops
other than maize
that are harvested in
Aotearoa? Make a list
with your class.

Write a poem
describing a harvest.
Use awesome verbs
and adjectives to
create powerful
images in your
readers’ minds, like
Angus.

Create an illustration
that conveys the
excitement of harvest.
Use colours that
indicate the season,
like Harvey.

PAGE 42

Storyweaver
Words by Alice MacLean, 
age 13

Pictures by Carmen 
Baxter, age 11

WATCH ALICE ON TOITOI 
TV

Read Alice’s story 
with your class. What 
is a Storyweaver? 
What four things are 
needed to activate it? 
Find your answers in 
the text. What other 
object could be a 
Storyweaver?

Inspired by your 
Storyweaver, write 
your own narrative 
starting with the 
magical words ‘Once 
upon a time...’ 
Consider including 
famous authors in 
your story, like Alice.

Illustrate your 
narrative. With your 
class, bind your stories 
and illustrations 
together to create 
a book called 
‘Storyweaver’. Add a 
fantastic cover and 
display it in your class 
library.

PAGE 46

Netball
Words by Zoe Smith, 
age 9

Pictures by Fangfei Zhao, 
age 9

Read Zoe’s poem
aloud. What do you
notice about the
language she uses?
Do you think it is
effective? Why?

Use very simple and
precise language to
write a short play
about your favourite
sport or hobby.

Gather your friends.
Design costumes and
create choreography
to go with your play.
Act it out in front of
your class with one
person performing the
role of narrator.

Mix and match the ideas for your class

READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

PAGE 48

Harakeke
Words by Maiya Grace, 
age 6

Pictures by Sienna Olsen, 
age 7

Read Maiya’s 
directions with your 
class. See if you can 
define the following 
words: harakeke, 
karakia, tūpuna, 
putiputi.

Follow step-by-step 
instructions for 
creating a putiputi 
of your own. Gather 
the material and 
equipment that you 
need. Write a short 
reflection about what 
have you learned.

Make your own 
putiputi. Give it to 
someone special to 
make them smile.

PAGE 50

Spinosaurus 
Battles Covid-19
Pictures by Louis 
Nguyen, age 7

Without looking at the 
title of the picture, 
study Louis’s awesome 
art. What do you 
think is happening? 
Brainstorm some 
ideas with your 
friends. Did you get it 
right?

Imagine a creature or 
monster that could 
fight a virus. Write a 
detailed description of 
its special powers and 
qualities.

Inspired by Louis’s 
artwork, create a 
colourful illustration 
of your creature to go 
with your descriptive 
writing.

PAGE 54

Acceptance
Words by Charli Jones, 
age 12

Pictures by Katherine 
McArthur, age 13

Read Charli’s story 
carefully and discuss 
it with a friend.
How does it make 
you feel? What 
does it mean to feel 
accepted?

Write a story about
a time when you or 
someone close to you 
didn’t feel accepted.

Inspired by Katherine’s 
powerful illustrations, 
create a single image
or symbol to 
promote the idea of 
acceptance in your 
school.

PAGE 62

Teacher
Words by Abby Hurt, 
age 9

Pictures by Manley Herd, 
age 13

Abby has written a 
very simple poem 
about a teacher who 
is important to her. 
Do you have a special 
person in your life? It 
could be a teacher, 
relative or friend. Who 
is it? Why are they 
special?

Write a letter to 
someone who is very 
special to you and tell 
them how you feel 
about them.

Create a portrait of 
your special person. 
Send your letter and 
picture to the person 
so that they know 
what they mean to 
you.

Adapt the ideas to suit the abilities of your students

https://youtu.be/tk7jxYx5WzE
https://youtu.be/tk7jxYx5WzE
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Pictures by Ruby Burnnand, age 7
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PAGE 64

My Secret
Words by Olivia Hilton, 
age 10

Pictures by Lauren Ng, 
age 7

Have you ever told a 
lie? Read Olivia’s story 
and discuss it with 
your class. Why do 
you think people lie? 
What effect does it 
have on the liar and 
the person the lie is 
told to?

With your class, write 
two statements — one 
true and one false 
— on two separate 
pieces of paper. Put 
them in a box. Take 
turns pulling a piece 
of paper out of the 
box. As a class, decide 
if the statement is 
true or false.

Pick a false statement 
from the box that 
captured your 
imagination and 
illustrate it with vivid 
colour, like Lauren.

PAGE 66

Fear
Words by Abby Hurt, 
age 9

Pictures by William 
McGibbon, age 11

Read Abby’s poem 
with a friend. Can you 
remember a moment 
when you felt very 
scared? Tell your 
friend about it. Make 
a list of adjectives 
describing how you 
felt.

Write a piece of 
flash fiction about 
feeling scared using 
less than 250 words. 
Incorporate some of 
the adjectives from 
your list and try to 
make your reader feel 
your fear.

Give your poem to 
your friend and ask 
them to create an 
illustration for it. Does 
the picture convey 
your fear?

PAGE 68

A Narrow 
Escape
Words by Nathan Tims, 
age 12

Pictures by Ryan James, 
age 11

Nathan has written 
a gripping action 
story where two 
friends work together 
to escape deadly 
enemies. Imagine that 
you are going to make 
Nathan’s story into 
a high-paced action 
movie. What would 
you do?

Write a script for a 
trailer for the movie 
‘A Narrow Escape’. 
Create a scene-by-
scene storyboard to 
help you plan.

Make the trailer with 
film-making software 
like iMovie. You could 
use Ryan’s awesome 
pictures and some 
visuals of your own. 
Add a voiceover and 
music.

PAGE 72

The Beckoning 
Depths of the 
Teps
Words by Esther 
O’Donnell, age 12

Hana McLean, age 11

WATCH ESTHER ON 
TOITOI TV

Esther has written a 
very personal poem 
about a place that 
is special to her. Do 
you have a special 
place? Think about 
the location, the 
landscape and the 
people there. Share it 
with a friend.

Write a detailed 
description of your 
special place and why 
it matters to you.

Paint a picture using 
watercolours that 
captures the essence 
of your special place. 
Pay attention to 
movement and light, 
like Hana.

Adapt the ideas to suit the abilities of your students

READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

PAGE 74

A Batsman’s 
View
Words by Maia de Wit, 
age 13

Pictures by Chanelle 
Groenewald, age 11

Maia uses an 
extended metaphor 
of combat to describe 
her experience of 
playing in an intense 
cricket match. Find 
examples of this 
metaphor in the text.

Describe a time 
when you were in a 
fierce battle. Where 
were you? What 
happened? How did 
you feel? Describe the 
experience using an 
extended metaphor, 
like Maia.

Chanelle’s illustration 
cleverly echoes the 
metaphor in Maia’s 
story. Create an 
artwork for your story 
and consider how the 
postures or shadows 
of your characters can 
be used to show how 
they are feeling.

PAGE 76

Meeting
Words by Keizo Preece, 
age 12

Pictures by Aaron Lan, 
age 12

Read Keizo’s poem 
with your class. What 
meeting do you think 
he is describing? Write 
down your ideas then 
do some research to 
check if you are right.

Write an account of a 
meeting between two 
people during early 
European settlement 
in New Zealand. 
Describe the same 
meeting from each 
person’s point of view 
to give an insight
into how each person 
thinks.

Use linocut or 
woodcut to
make a powerful 
monochrome picture 
to go with your story, 
like Aaron.

PAGE 78

Steve
Words by Autumn Bell, 
age 9

Pictures by Jasper Fox, 
age 11

Have you ever 
imagined that an 
animal has special 
powers like Steve? 
What would they say 
if they could talk? Tell 
a friend.

Create a comic 
strip inpired by your 
talking animal. Give 
it a cool name and 
a funny quest. Write 
4-6 sentences that 
form plot points in a 
simple narrative. Use 
dialogue to move the 
story forward.

Draw a picture to go 
with each plot point. 
Put the dialogue and 
pictures together to 
create the comic strip. 
Give it a great title!

PAGE 82

My Cat, Bitey
Words by Nikol Sudareva, 
age 9

Pictures by Georgia 
Simpson, age 11

Read Nikol’s hilarious 
description of his cat. 
He has used some 
great similes. Can you 
find them in the text?

Write a poem about 
a pet, using terrific 
similes like Nikol. Make 
them as original as 
you can!

Choose one or more 
of your similies and 
use it to inspire a 
quirky portrait of your 
pet, like Georgia.

Mix and match the ideas for your class

https://youtu.be/TiUAz_Ni4V8
https://youtu.be/TiUAz_Ni4V8
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PPAGE 84

Anzac Day 
Lockdown
Words by Holly Connor-
Kebbell, age 9

Pictures by Alice Murphy, 
age 11

Holly has written a 
recount of how her 
family commemorated 
Anzac Day during 
the first Covid-19 
lockdown. What else 
was different during 
lockdown? Discuss 
with a friend and take 
notes.

Describe an event 
that had to be 
adapted due to 
Covid-19 lockdown 
restrictions. What 
were the positives and 
negatives of the new 
situation?

Create side-by-side 
illustrations of the 
event that show the 
effect of lockdowns 
on our everyday life.

PAGE 86

Slowing Down 
Time
Words by Akhila Sharma, 
age 12

Pictures by Nina Chiang, 
age 13

Go on a nature
walk with your
class. Observe your
environment and
make notes about
the season. Take
photographs or
sketch what you see.

Using your notes,
write a poem about
nature and what you
observed. Be sure to
use rich detail, like
Akhila.

Nina’s picture
captures the colours
and feelings of
summer. Create a
picture that captures
the essence of your
season using your
photos and sketches
as inspiration.

PAGE 88

Glenorchy 
Sunset
Pictures by Holly 
Thomas, age 13

Study Holly’s
beautiful landscape
and analyse what
makes it so striking.
Consider the subject
and composition of
her painting as well
as its texture, colour
and the way it depicts
light.

Write a personal
response to Holly’s
picture. Review her
artistic choices and
techniques but also
think about how the
painting makes you
feel.

Create your own
landscape artwork.
Think carefully about
your subject and the
composition of your
picture as well as
what techniques you
will use. What are you
trying to achieve?

PAGE 92

My Hair
Words by Grace Iuvale, 
age 12

Pictures by Mia Ohlin, 
age 12

Grace’s fantastic
spoken-word poem
celebrates her
heritage. Read her
poem out loud and
use expression to
bring her words to life.
How does it make you
feel?

Write a poem that
celebrates your own
culture or family
by focusing on
something about
you that is special.
Read it aloud and pay
particular attention
to how it sounds. 

Illustrate your poem
using colour pencils,
like Mia. Display
your art and writing
together so that your
classmates can learn
more about you.

Adapt the ideas to suit the abilities of your students

READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

PAGE 96

Junkyard Heroes 
Words by Kingston Dean, 
age 12

Pictures by Tasmyn 
Kibblewhite, age 13

Kingston has written a 
fantastic story with an 
engaging hero. Read 
the text with your 
class and map the 
plot points to show 
the development of 
the narrative.

Write a detailed 
analysis of the plot 
points in this story. 
How does Kingston 
build and release 
suspense? Find 
examples in the text 
to support your ideas.

Create a soundtrack 
for the story that 
reflects the different 
emotions in the plot. 
Order the songs and 
add cover art for your 
soundtrack.

PAGE 104

War and Pieces
Words by Thea Irys 
Lacanaria, age 11

Pictures by Julianna 
Wang, age 11

Thea Irys uses 
rhyming couplets to 
describe a dramatic 
game of chess. Read 
the poem aloud with 
a friend so you can 
hear its rhythms and 
rhymes. What effect 
does this have on 
your experience of the 
poem?

Write a poem about a 
game you love using 
rhyming couplets. 
Incorporate the rules 
and language of the 
game into your poem, 
like Thea Irys.

Paint a picture to 
accompany your 
poem. Consider using 
watercolours, like 
Julianna.

PAGE 106

Wayno the 
Wrestler
Words by Ali Koia-
Hamling, age 9

Pictures by Max Carter, 
age 11

Ali describes the 
incredible past careers 
of her school principal 
and teacher. Do you 
think your school 
principal or teachers 
have had interesting 
past lives? Discuss 
with the class.

Write a funny 
adventure story 
starring the principal 
or a teacher in your 
school. You could take 
inspiration from true 
events, or let your 
imagination run wild!

Illustrate your story 
using a style that 
captures the spirit
of the narrative, like 
Max. Display the 
picture and story 
together on your 
classroom wall. Be 
sure to leave a copy in 
the staffroom.

PAGE 108

A Family Day at 
the Beach
Words by Ryan Reid, 
age 8

Pictures by Isaac Hanul 
Yoon, age 5

Ryan decided not
to use any capital
letters in his poem.
Read it aloud and
find all of the places
where there should
be a capital letter. Do
you think it makes a
difference in how you
understand his poem?

Write a poem
describing a day
at the beach with
your family. Make
a decision about
whether to use capital
letters.

Create a colourful
bird’s eye view of your
beach adventure, like
Isaac.

Mix and match the ideas for your class
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PAGE 110

Cousins, Chaos 
and Camping
Words by Kate O’Connor, 
age 11

Pictures by Matilda 
Wake-Willers, age 13

Kate has described a 
fun family camping 
trip. Make a list of 
all the activities she 
mentions. Which part 
sounds the best?

Write a recipe for the 
perfect camping trip 
with family or friends. 
Include a list of 
ingredients and give 
detailed instructions 
on how to have the 
best time!

Draw a picture to 
go with your recipe. 
Collect all of the 
recipes from your 
class and create a 
camping ‘cookbook’. 
Display it in the school 
library.

PAGE 112

Cicadas
Words by Katie Olds, 
age 5

Pictures by Hazel 
Knewstubb, age 5

With a friend, take 
turns reading Katie’s 
poem aloud. What do 
you notice about the 
sounds in the poem? 
What do you think 
“sneakily stealing ‘S’s” 
means? Discuss your 
ideas with your friend.

Choose a bird or 
insect that makes an 
unusual noise. Write 
a short poem that 
captures the sounds it 
makes, like Katie.

Make your own 
instrument or noise-
maker that replicates 
the sounds your bird 
or insect makes.

PAGE 114

Sand Dunes
Words by Valiant 
Takataka, age 12

Pictures by Isabella 
Fuller, age 12

Read Valiant’s story 
with your class. 
Where did he find 
the courage to slide 
down the dune? Have 
you ever conquered 
a fear? What does it 
feel like?

Write a story about a 
time when you needed 
courage. What 
happened? Remember 
to take the reader on 
a journey with you 
and describe how you 
felt before and after 
your adventure.

Isabella has used 
drawing software to 
illustrate Valiant’s 
story in a striking way. 
Create a picture of a 
key moment in your 
story that shows how 
you were feeling. Use 
digital techniques if 
you can.

PAGE 116

The Virtual 
World
Words by Jeppe 
Weisbach, age 10

Pictures by Jordan Huh, 
age 10

Read Jeppe’s story. 
Have you every 
experienced the 
feeling of being stuck 
in a fantasy world 
after playing a game? 
Discuss with your 
class.

Design your own 
video game. Invent 
the characters, their 
attributes and the 
obstacles they must 
overcome to win. 
Turn this information 
into a set of clear 
instructions.

Use digital software 
to design your 
characters or another 
aspect of the game. 
Let your imagination 
run wild!

Access the bonus activity page on the website here!

READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

PAGE 118

Web of the 
Spider
Words by Mei Peacock, 
age 11

Pictures by Lars Meyer-
Westfeld, age 11

Do you like spiders?
Why? Do your friends
feel the same way?
What other creatures
do you like or dislike?

Choose a creature
and write a poem
from its point of view.
Try to get inside its
mind to convey its
experience, like Mei.

Use craft materials to
make a model of your
creature. Photograph
it in a natural setting
and display it with
your poem.

PAGE 120

Māui’s 21st 
Century Catch
Words by Maia Higgins, 
age 11, and Azalea Ford, 
age 11

Pictures by Phoebe 
Newcombe, age 12

Maia and Azalea have 
written a fantastic 
story set in present-
day Aotearoa. 
What story are they 
retelling? How do you 
know?

Choose a well-known 
traditional story. 
Collaborate with a 
friend and re-tell it for 
the 21st century in an 
entertaining way, like 
Maia and Azalea.

Illustrate key scenes 
from your story using 
felt pens and paint in 
vibrant colours, like 
Phoebe.

PAGE 124

Advice from an 
Albatross
Words by Oscar Murphy, 
age 6

Pictures by Sarah 
Nakayama-Mattingly, 
age 12

Oscar has used poetic 
devices like alliteration 
and assonance to
add power to his 
poem. Can you find 
examples in the text? 
Don’t forget to study 
the title too!

Write a poem that 
features advice from 
an animal of your 
choice. Use poetic 
devices to add 
impact, like Oscar.

Paint your animal on a 
large, smooth pebble 
or rock. Display it in 
your classroom along 
with your poem.

PAGE 126

Māui Was Angry 
– Ka Pukuriri a 
Māui
Pictures by Ruby 
Burnnand, age 7

Māui is an important 
figure in Aotearoa 
New Zealand. Why? 
Who was he and 
what did he do? 
Research Māui and his 
adventures.

Create an artwork 
depicting a scene 
from your favourite 
story about Māui. 
Write a short 
description to go with 
your picture.

Celebrate all of 
Māui’s adventures 
and achievements 
by creating an art 
display in your school 
hall.

Mix and match the ideas for your class

https://www.toitoi.nz/bonus-activities
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PAGE 130

The Strangest 
Art Gallery
Words by Robbie de 
Groot-Tsuji, age 10

Pictures by Vickie Jiang, 
age 12

Read Robbie’s poem 
aloud with your class.
What are some of the
poetic features he 
uses to tell the reader 
about his visit to this 
unusual art gallery? 
Give examples from 
the text.

Write a poem of your 
own about feeling 
curious. Consider 
using some poetic 
features to engage 
your reader like 
Robbie.

Illustrate your poem 
using coloured pencils. 
Fill the page and pay 
particular attention 
to colour like Vickie.

PAGE 132

Last One in’s a 
Rotten Egg
Words by Naia Robson, 
age 12

Pictures by Max Carter, 
age 12

Naia’s story is driven
by dialogue. Read
it carefully and pay
special attention to
the characters and
what they say to each
other so that you can
present a dramatised
reading to your class.

Divide into groups.
Choose a narrator
and assign the other
roles among your
group. Practice your
reading and explore
the different ways you
can use your voice to
convey meaning and
action.

Make an audio
recording of the story.
Use expressive voices
and sound effects to
make it come alive.
Play it for your class.

PAGE 136

Milo
Words by Benjamin 
Grainger, age 12

Pictures by Zara 
Hermens, age 12

Benjamin has written 
a clever poem about 
a familiar scene. 
The content — what 
the poem says — is 
reinforced by its form 
— how the poem says 
it. For example, the 
word ‘falls’ is falling. 
Can you find other 
examples? What 
effect do they have?

Craft a poem where 
content and form 
work together to 
create meaning. Pay 
particular attention 
to how your poem is 
laid out on the page.

Zara has responded 
to Benjamin’s poem 
in an unexpected 
way using courage, 
creativity and crochet. 
Let your imagination 
run wild and make or 
build an artwork to go 
with your poem.

PAGE 140

On-Court 
Complications
Words by Maioha ki te 
Ao Tohe, age 12

Pictures by Matilda 
Wake-Willers, age 13

Maioha describes 
a startling incident 
during a netball 
match. What 
happened? Has 
anything like this 
ever happened to 
you? Discuss your 
experiences with the 
class.

Write a persuasive 
speech about why 
everyone in Aotearoa 
should learn te reo 
Māori. Use Māori 
words and phrases 
where possible and 
deliver your speech to 
your class!

Create a poster 
promoting the 
benefits of learning te 
reo Māori. Display the 
posters in your school 
library along with 
books in te reo Māori 
to encourage people 
to learn the language.

Adapt the ideas to suit the abilities of your students
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PAGE 142

The Motel
Words by Sneha Datla, 
age 11

Pictures by Chanelle 
Groenewald, age 12

Have you ever stayed
in a motel, hotel,
campground or
marae? What was it
like? Make notes of
your memories and
observations.

Imagine that you are
looking out of a 
‘lifesized window’, 
door or tent flap. 
Write a poem that 
describes what you 
see, like Sneha.

Inspired by your poem,
construct a diorama
of your motel or hotel
room, campground
or marae. Think
carefully about the
composition of your
scene and incorporate 
your observations.

PAGE 144

The Squid 
Incident 
Words by Thomas Dean, 
age 10

Pictures by Nayef 
Rahman, age 13

Thomas’s inventive 
story details an 
escape from Te Papa 
by one of the exhibits. 
Have you ever visited 
a museum? What was 
it like? Discuss your 
favourite exhibits with 
the class.

Write a story in which 
an exhibit comes
to life and escapes 
from a museum. 
Include plenty of
fun details to bring 
your reader along on 
the adventure, like 
Thomas.

Using your choice of 
modelling materials, 
recreate the exhibit 
in 3D. Place it in a 
display case in the 
classroom and share 
your story with your 
classmates.

PAGE 148

Bones
Words by Rebecca 
Richards, age 11

Pictures by Jasmine Lee, 
age 13

Rebecca’s awesome
poem is inspired by
the discovery of bones
at the bottom of a
dry pond. What else
might you find there?
Make a list of your
ideas.

Choose one of the
items from your list
and write a poem
about discovering it.
Think carefully about
the mood you wish to
create.

Illustrate your poem
with a single striking
image. Add lots of
detail to intrigue your
reader, like Jasmine.

PAGE 150

The Prizegiving
Words by Lucy Kennedy, 
age 11

Pictures by Sienna Olsen, 
age 7

WATCH LUCY ON TOITOI 
TV

Have you ever 
missed out on a 
prize you thought 
you deserved? Tell a 
friend what happened 
and how you felt. 
What did you think of 
Lucy’s reaction to the 
mistake?

Write a detailed 
analysis of the main 
character in Lucy’s 
story. What do her 
actions tell us about 
her? Find examples 
in the text to support 
your ideas.

Create a music 
playlist for Lucy’s 
character based on 
your analysis. Order 
the songs and add 
cover art for your 
playlist.

Mix and match the ideas for your class

https://youtu.be/T64TRzctGko
https://youtu.be/T64TRzctGko
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PAGE 154

The Holocaust 
Exhibition
Words by Sophie 
Blacklock, age 10

Pictures by Wilkie 
Proudfoot, age 12

What was the 
Holocaust? When 
did it happen? Who 
did it involve? Make 
a reading list and 
collect books about 
World War II and the 
Holocaust for your 
class library.

Inspired by your 
research and reading, 
write a review of one 
of the books you have 
discovered. What was 
it about? What did 
you learn? How did it 
make you feel? Would 
you recommend it to 
other young readers?

Create a poster 
advertising the book 
you have reviewed. 
You may want to use 
a single highlight 
colour, like Wilkie.

PAGE 156

Campfire
Words by Hana Smith, 
age 11

Pictures by Kaya Ford, 
age 12

Have you ever made a
campfire of your own?
What three things do
you need and what
steps should you take
to make the perfect
campfire? What other
information do you
need before you start?

Write a set of
instructions for how
to make a campfire.
Include important
safety information
and a summary of
your local council’s
rules and restrictions
for lighting fires in
public areas.

Create an educational
brochure on how to
make a campfire.
Include diagrams,
pictures and other
illustrations to
communicate your
instructions and
guidelines effectively.

PAGE 158

Dinosaurs
Pictures by Louis 
Nguyen, age 6

Louis has a passion 
for dinosaurs and 
created his own book 
to celebrate them. 
What is your passion? 
Tell a friend about it.

Learn more about 
your passion. 
Brainstorm a list 
of questions you 
would like answered 
and conduct some 
research. Compile a 
list of five fantastic 
facts that made you 
want to learn more.

Draw a picture to 
accompany each fact 
and make your own 
book like Louis. Add a 
cover page and give it 
a terrific title!

PAGE 160

Selene
Words by Hollie Evans, 
age 13

Pictures by Arna Vincent, 
age 11

WATCH HOLLIE ON 
TOITOI TV

With your class, watch 
Hollie read her poem. 
Who is Selene in Greek 
mythology? How does 
Hollie make Selene 
come alive in her 
poem?

Write a poem based 
on a god or goddess 
in Greek mythology. 
Consider using poetic 
devices such as 
personification, like 
Hollie.

Study Arna’s incredible 
landscape and 
analyse what makes 
it so striking. Consider 
the composition, 
texture and colour 
choices Arna has 
made. Create a 
landscape of your own 
inspired by your poem.

Adapt the ideas to suit the abilities of your students
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PAGE 162

Tiger in the 
Jungle
Pictures by Kelepi 
Maupese, age 6

Study Kelepi’s tiger 
carefully. What 
materials do you think 
he used to make his 
picture? See if you can 
name three different 
things.

Why do you think 
Kelepi’s tiger is 
hiding? Imagine 
what happens next 
and write a short 
description of it.

Make a picture 
to illustrate your 
description using 
collage. Pay special 
attention to texture 
and colour, like Kelepi.

PAGE 164

Girl 
Pictures by Paula 
Quarrie, age 11

Paula has made an 
incredible portrait 
using collage. 
Examine it closely. 
Does it contain clues 
about the person it is 
portraying? Discuss 
your ideas with a 
friend.

Create a word cloud 
that describes 
everything you love 
about a close friend or 
family member.

Inspired by your 
word cloud, make a 
colourful portrait of 
your special person 
using collaging 
techniques, like Paula.

PAGE 165

Cow
Pictures by Tillie Dodd, 
age 6

Look carefully at this 
portrait. How do you 
think it was created? 
What is your favourite 
aspect of it? Why?

Bring a photo of 
your pet or favourite 
animal to school and 
write a story about 
them.

Cut the photo in half 
and glue it to a piece 
of paper. Draw in 
the other half of the 
picture.

PAGE 166

Mud at Midnight
Pictures by Brooke 
Hansen, age 11

Brooke has used a 
limited colour palette 
in her fantastic 
illustration. What 
is happening in the 
picture?

Write a story based 
on a single, surprising 
moment of action.

Paint a picture to go 
with your story using 
different shades of 
just one colour, like 
Brooke.

Mix and match the ideas for your class

https://youtu.be/8qH9hD20bts
https://youtu.be/8qH9hD20bts


2322

READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

PAGE 167

Camp Pranks
Pictures by Saskia 
Barton-Mune, age 13

The man in Saskia’s 
portrait is Mr 
Anderson from 
Toitoi 22. What is 
he thinking? Try to 
figure it out based 
on his clothes, facial 
expression and pose. 
The title might give 
you a clue.

Using this character 
as inspiration, create 
a play based around 
an incident that 
makes him angry. Let 
your imagination run 
wild!

Make costumes 
and props for your 
characters and 
perform your play in 
class.

PAGE 168

My Bike at 
McLean’s Island
Pictures by Benji 
Watson-Palmer, age 13

Benji’s art shows a 
mountain biker in 
mid-air. Make a list of 
verbs and adjectives 
to describe this 
image.

Write a poem about a 
sport or pastime using 
powerful descriptive 
language. Include 
similes and metaphors 
to grab your readers’  
attention.

Choose a single
moment from your
poem. Create a
fantastic illustration
that shows the action
frozen in time, like
Benji.

PAGE 169

The Big Game
Pictures by Connor 
Rabbidge, age 11

Connor’s picture 
captures the thrill of 
a big soccer match. 
Imagine you are 
a spectator in the 
stands of a famous 
stadium. Who is 
the striker? What 
is he feeling in this 
moment? What 
happens next?

Write a story about 
an epic soccer match 
told from the point 
of view of the striker 
in Connor’s picture. 
Build tension and 
excitement in the 
narrative as you 
describe how the 
game unfolds.

Zoom out and draw 
this scene from your 
point of view as a 
spectator. What else 
do you see in the 
stadium?

PAGE 170

Night Hunter
Pictures by Lilli 
Cramond, age 12

WATCH HAZEL ON 
TOITOI TV

What do you think 
is happening in Lilli’s 
picture? Whose eyes 
are they? What is the 
bird thinking? Discuss 
your ideas with a 
friend.

Create a poster aimed 
at encouraging cat 
owners to stop their 
pets from hunting 
birds. Use persuasive 
language to get your 
message across.

Use bold graphic 
design to make 
your poster as eye-
catching as possible. 
Ask whether you can 
display it at your local 
pet shop or vet clinic.

Adapt the ideas to suit the abilities of your students
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PAGE 171

Shadows
Pictures by Christine 
Aixinjueluo, age 11

Christine’s fantastic 
art shows a scene 
drawn from above the 
action. Why do you 
think she chose this 
unusual angle?

Write a 100-word 
piece of flash fiction 
describing an event 
from a third-person 
point of view.

Create a strong 
image to go with your 
writing from the same 
point of view.

PAGE 172

Why Do Wolves 
Howl at the 
Moon?
Pictures by Sebastian 
Palmer-Roche, age 10

Sebastian’s cartoon-
style drawing uses 
words and symbols 
to represent action. 
What do you think 
is happening in this 
picture? Discuss your 
ideas with your class.

Think up a funny 
story that answers 
the question, “Why 
do wolves howl at 
the moon?” Let your 
imagination run
wild!

Turn your ideas 
into a cartoon that 
combines images 
and words to tell an 
exciting story, like 
Sebastian.

PAGE 173

Portrait
Pictures by Rangimarie 
Mckay-Maxwell, age 13

Examine Rangimarie’s 
portrait carefully. 
What is unusual 
about how she 
has portrayed her 
subject?

Write a pen-portrait 
of someone you know 
who has an unusual 
and interesting quirk.

Create a side-on 
portrait of your 
chosen subject. 
Exaggerate one facial 
feature in order to 
add intrigue.

PAGE 174

Prime Minister
Pictures by Sienna Trollé,  
age 10

Who is the subject 
of Sienna’s portrait? 
Discuss your ideas 
with a friend.

Think of someone in 
power who you think 
is doing important 
work. Write them a 
letter telling them 
three things you 
admire about them, 
and why.

Draw a portrait of 
your chosen leader 
and enclose it with 
your letter. Find their 
address and post it to 
them!

Mix and match the ideas for your class

https://youtu.be/m2ZgL-7XMHY
https://youtu.be/m2ZgL-7XMHY
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PAGE 175

The Voyage
Pictures by Masaki 
Macdonald, age 8

Masaki uses spirals as 
a motif in this picture. 
How many can you 
count? What is the 
Māori word for spiral?

Make an origami waka 
from folded paper. Go 
online to find out how.

Decorate the sail 
of your waka with 
designs to form 
interesting patterns. 
See if your waka 
floats!

PAGE 178

Ink 
Words by Rose MacLean, 
age 12

Pictures by Mikah Miller, 
age 12

WATCH ROSE ON TOITOI 
TV

Rose has written an 
adventure story about 
a terrifying encounter 
with a giant squid. 
Are giant squid real 
or imaginary? Can 
you think of other 
creatures that inspire 
fear? Make a list and 
research their origins.

Choose one of the 
creatures from your 
research and write an 
adventure story about 
an encounter with it. 
Build suspense into 
your story, like Rose.

Mikah has used line 
drawings and a 
limited colour palette 
for his amazing 
illustrations. Why do 
you think he did this? 
Create a line drawing 
of your creature to go 
with your story and 
label all of its parts.

PAGE 186

Night Practice
Words by Baruch 
Boamponsem, age 7

Pictures by Madeleine 
Smith, age 11

Baruch has written 
about an activity 
enjoyed by a father 
and his child. What 
do you most enjoy 
doing with your mum, 
dad or special family 
member?

Write a poem that 
describes your 
favourite one-on-one 
activity with someone 
in your family.

Illustrate your poem 
with a single image. 
Put the writing and 
art together and 
share them with your 
family.

PAGE 188

Kayak Deluxe
Words by Adam 
Chapman, age 10

Pictures by Josh King, 
age 13

Adam has written an 
exciting story with a 
terrific first-person 
narrator. Examine his 
language choices to 
see how he makes his 
narrative voice come 
alive.

Write a story of your 
own using a first- 
person narrator. Think 
carefully about who 
your narrator is and 
choose language that 
is specific to them.

Josh’s incredible 
artwork captures 
the point of view of 
Adam’s narrator as 
he hurtles toward the 
waterfall. Create an 
artwork that shows 
your hero’s point of 
view.

Mix and match the ideas for your class
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PAGE 190

Me, but Better
Words by Josie Bamber, 
age 13

Pictures by Hanae Vito-
Toleafoa, age 13

Are you often
compared to your
brother, sister, cousin
or friend? By whom?
How does this make
you feel? Discuss your
experiences with your
classmates.

Write a poem that
encapsulates your
feelings. Give it a
great title, like Josie.

Create an artwork
that expresses the
ideas in your poem
in different ways, like
Hanae. Share your
poem and art with
your whānau.

PAGE 196

After School
Words by Hannah 
Gullery, age 11

Pictures by Anabel 
Gorman, age 13

Hannah has written a 
wonderful account of 
a winter’s afternoon. 
She uses terrific 
language to give her 
writing energy. Can 
you find examples in 
the text?

Write a piece of flash 
fiction using less 
than 300 words that 
celebrates something 
you like to do after 
school. Use energetic 
verbs and adjectives 
to bring your writing 
alive, like Hannah.

Use pen and paint to 
illustrate your story, 
like Anabel.

PAGE 198

Homeless 
Hedgehog
Words by Tom Nalder, 
age 12

Pictures by Max Senior, 
age 11

Tom’s poetry has a
very distinct voice. 
Read his poem out 
loud. What are some 
of the language 
features Tom uses 
and what effect do 
they have? Discuss 
your ideas with your 
classmates.

Write a poem that
describes a winter
evening in your
garden. Use strong
and memorable
imagery, like Tom.
Consider your own
poetic voice.

Illustrate your poem
using a single colour
(monochrome), like
Max.

PAGE 200

Friday 
Afternoons
Words by Eli Warshof, 
age 9

Pictures by Xanthe Gou, 
age 11

Eli has written a lovely 
description of special 
time spent with his 
dad. Read Eli’s story 
aloud. What do you 
notice?

Describe a regular 
outing or time spent 
with a family member. 
Use repetition to help 
paint a picture in your 
reader’s mind, like Eli.

Choose one of the 
moments in your 
story to illustrate, like 
Xanthe. Show your 
work to your family 
member so that they 
can see how special it 
is to you.

Adapt the ideas to suit the abilities of your students

https://youtu.be/2HryALnDRv4
https://youtu.be/2HryALnDRv4
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PAGE 202

Waxeyes’ Games
Words by Brianna Govier, 
age 8

Pictures by Jazzlyn 
Thompson, age 8

Haiku is a form of
poetry with short,
concise wording that
celebrates the natural
world. Read Brianna’s
haiku and count the
number of syllables in
each line.

Create your own
haiku. Remember
to keep it short and
concise. You might
want to follow the
pattern of syllables
that Brianna has
used: 5/7/5.

Write your haiku in ink
on rice paper. Make
a decorative frame
and display it in your
classroom.

PAGE 204

Dad, There’s 
a Shark in the 
Attic 
Words by Cooper Hall, 
age 9

Pictures by Jared 
Mangahas, age 11

WATCH COOPER ON 
TOITOI TV

Cooper’s story starts 
with a crazy idea 
which then becomes 
even crazier. Why is 
this story so funny?

Use exaggeration and 
humour to write a 
one minute comedy 
routine based on a 
crazy story. Learn your 
lines and rehearse it.

Video yourself 
performing your 
comedy routine 
and play it for an 
audience.

PAGE 206

School 
Playground
Words by George 
Kavanagh, age 8

Pictures by Hany Kang, 
age 11

WATCH GEORGE ON 
TOITOI TV

George has written 
a description of his 
school playground 
using similes. What 
is a simile? Read the 
poem with your class 
and find examples in 
the text.

Write a poem 
describing your school 
playground. Use 
fantastic similes, like 
George.

Choose one of the 
similes from your 
poem and illustrate 
it. Display the picture 
and poem together on 
your classroom wall.

PAGE 208

Eeling
Words by Leo Christmas, 
age 5

Pictures by Heath 
Stevenson, age 6

When is your 
birthday? Do you 
know what happened 
on the day you were 
born? Ask your family 
to describe the special 
day.

Write a recount of 
your birth. Include the 
facts that you have 
learned from your 
family.

Design your own birth 
certificate. Put it in a 
frame and give it to 
your family along with 
your writing.

Mix and match the ideas for your class
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PAGE 210

A Cicada’s Song
Words by Chloe 
Morrison-Clarke, 13

Pictures by Ina Weiss, 
age 12

Chloe’s gorgeous
poem captures the
feeling of a long
summer’s day. What is
your favourite stanza?
Why?

Think about your
best-ever summer’s
day. Write a diary
entry about that day.
Describe what you
did and how it made 
you feel.

Draw a series of
circles. Create pictures 
to go inside each one 
to illustrate the events 
and feelings described
in your diary entry.

PAGE 212

Snowplanet
Pictures by Yunhui Ju, 
age 12

Study Yunhui’s
artwork carefully.
How has she created
an illusion of depth
on a two-dimensional
page? What medium
has she used and
what effect does it
have?

Create an artwork
that uses perspective
to create a sense of
depth, like Yunhui.
Consider adding
texture with your
medium of choice to
help build the illusion.

Make a frame that
complements your
artwork and display it
on the wall at school
or home.

PAGE 216

Holding on for 
Dear Life
Words by Saffron 
Moaveni, age 9

Pictures by Varn Bell, 
age 10

Read Saffron’s story 
with your class. At 
what point in the 
narrative do you 
realise who she is 
writing about? Why is 
it so funny?

Write a story told 
from an unusual 
point of view. Use 
exaggeration and 
surprise to make 
your story funny, like 
Saffron.

Create a series of 
humorous illustrations 
using digital drawing 
software. Consider 
using colour themes 
to make your images 
cohesive, like Varn.

PAGE 220

Standing Strong
Words by Lewys Evans, 
age 10

Pictures by Jacob 
Swanson-Jones, age 10

Who or what is Tāne 
Mahuta? Where is 
it located? Conduct 
some research and 
find out all about this 
national treasure.

Write a story for a 
newspaper about 
Tāne Mahuta. Explain 
what it is and what 
issues it faces. Give 
your article a headline 
that captures the 
reader’s attention.

Work with a friend 
or a small group to 
create the front page 
of a newspaper. You 
will need to include a 
masthead, headlines, 
pictures and other 
content. Make your 
article the lead story.

Adapt the ideas to suit the abilities of your students

https://youtu.be/SbYpT7WadSw
https://youtu.be/SbYpT7WadSw
https://youtu.be/6jKrC57Gi7o
https://youtu.be/6jKrC57Gi7o
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PAGE 222

Food Fight
Words by Lachlan 
Fletcher, age 10

Pictures by Niamh 
McIlhatton, age 11

Lachlan has created a 
hilarious story about 
a dramatic food fight 
in a cinema. What 
is the difference 
between exaggeration 
and hyperbole? What 
effect does it have on 
the story?

Inspired by Lachlan’s 
story, work with your 
friends to produce a 
report for the local 
television news about 
the events in the 
cinema. Interview 
staff from the cinema 
and any eyewitnesses. 
You might even want 
to include a comment 
from the police!

Recreate a scene from 
the food fight and 
film it for your news 
report. Use hyperbole 
and exaggeration 
to make the report 
funny.

PAGE 228

The Last Foray
Words by Kaiata Kaitao, 
age 13

Pictures by Olga 
Domracheva, age 11

Kaiata’s incredible
writing describes an
epic battle between
two powerful
opponents. What are
the most fearsome 
creatures, real or 
imagined, that you 
can think of? Make a 
list of your top five.

Devise a game that
pits these fearsome
rivals against each
other. Write the rules
of the game and
decide whether or not
you need a board and
counters.

Design the cards
for each character,
board and counters.
Invite your friends to
play your game at
lunchtime!

PAGE 232

Early Morning
Words by Jaimee Steed, 
age 10

Pictures by Sophie 
Flintoff, age 12

Jaimee describes an 
early morning in the 
country. What is your 
morning routine? 
Think about what it 
has in common with 
Jaimee’s, and how it 
is different. Make lists 
and compare.

Keep a detailed diary 
for one week. Note 
your daily routines 
and keep a record of 
anything unusual that 
happens. At the end 
of the week, read your 
diary and see if there 
is anything you would 
like to change about 
your routine.

During the week, 
collect memorabilia 
such as photos, 
tickets, notes, 
drawings, etc. Paste 
them into your diary 
to create a snapshot 
of a typical week in 
your life.

PAGE 234

The Wilde 
Orchestra
Words by Thomas Doyle, 
age 13

Pictures by Emily Allsop, 
age 8

Thomas’s poem has 
a surreal, dream-like 
quality that describes 
an ordinary scene 
with an unusual 
twist. Read the poem 
with a friend and 
discuss other stories, 
poems or dreams 
where animals make 
an unexpected 
appearance.

Let your imagination 
run wild and write 
a poem about an 
ordinary scene with a 
surprising twist, like 
Thomas.

Emily has an 
exaggerated artistic 
style and her picture 
perfectly captures 
the surreal quality 
of Thomas’s poem. 
Create a picture to go 
with your poem that 
matches its spirit.

Mix and match the ideas for your class

READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

PAGE 236

On the Run
Words by Charlotte 
Coutts, age 9

Pictures by Hunter 
Johnston, age 13

How does Charlotte
build tension in
her story? Read it
carefully and pay
attention to how
she describes the
action as the story
progresses.

Write a thrilling
fantasy story
that describes a
threatening situation.
Engage your readers
by building tension
slowly in the text.

Create a monochrome
illustration for your
story, like Hunter. Be
sure to select a single
colour that helps
convey the tension in
your story.

PAGE 240

Gallipoli
Words by Noah 
Cunningham, 13

Pictures by Harry Strong, 
age 12

Read Noah’s beautiful 
poem with your class. 
Who is Jack? What 
is his story? What 
happened at Quinn’s 
Post and Chunuk Bair? 
Research the history 
behind the poem.

Using your research, 
create a Powerpoint 
presentation about 
Jack. Don’t forget to 
record your sources.

Design a poster that 
commemorates the 
New Zealand soldiers 
who died in World 
War I.

PAGE 242

If Only I Were 
Taller
Words and pictures by 
Kendra Apperley, age 11

Kendra’s story 
describes a character 
that must overcome 
adversity to perform 
everyday tasks. What 
challenges do you 
face in your life? How 
do you overcome 
them? Discuss with a 
friend.

Create a character 
who must overcome 
a unique challenge. 
What does the world 
look like through their 
eyes? How do they 
deal with tasks that 
you might take for 
granted? Write about 
a day in their life 
using fantastic detail 
like Kendra.

Draw a portrait of 
your character in 
their world. Use 
exaggeration to 
show their unique 
perspective.

PAGE 244

A Bed of Clams
Words by Finn Beedie, 
age 8

Pictures by Heath 
Stevenson, age 6

What is a bed of
clams? What other
collective nouns do
you know? Conduct
some research and
make a list.

Choose your favourite
collective noun and
write a short poem
about it, like Finn.

Use bright colours
to create a fantastic
artwork to go with
your poem, like Heath.

Adapt the ideas to suit the abilities of your students
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PAGE 246

The Champion
Words by Paddy Butcher, 
age 11

Pictures by Jerry Zou, 
age 13

Paddy’s story vividly 
describes a surfing 
competition. What 
sports do you love? 
Write a list of the 
stars of your favourite 
sport.

Write an exciting 
commentary about
a pivotal moment in 
your sport, such as a 
world championship, 
featuring some of the 
stars on your list.

Record yourself 
reading your 
commentary. Vary 
your expression and 
tone to convey your 
ideas. Think about 
using background 
music and sound 
effects to add 
interest.

PAGE 248

Yellow
Words by Tom Nalder, 
age 10

Pictures by Laura Sohn, 
age 11

Read Tom’s poem 
with your class. What 
do you notice about 
its structure? Study 
it closely, paying 
particular attention 
to line breaks and 
punctuation. What 
effect do these tools 
have on how the 
reader experiences the 
poem?

Write a poem about 
the home or habitat 
of an animal. Think 
carefully about how 
you will structure the 
poem and use line 
breaks to full effect.

Draw a cross-section 
of your animal’s home 
or habitat. Use plenty 
of colour and detail, 
like Laura.

PAGE 250

The Sinking of 
the Darkness
Pictures by Lucas 
Clayton, age 7

Lucas’s picture 
shows a ship, The 
Darkness, wrecked on 
a rock. Work with a 
friend and research 
a famous maritime 
disaster.

Imagine you are on 
board a vessel at a 
moment of great 
peril. Write an intense 
description of the 
scene.

Paint a picture of 
the disaster using 
watercolours and ink, 
like Lucas. Integrate 
your writing and art 
on one page and 
display it in your 
classroom.

PAGE 254

Rajah the 
Elephant
Words by Hannah 
Chamberlin, age 9

Pictures by Judy Xinyi 
Zhu, age 11

Hannah was inspired 
by a trip to the 
Auckland Museum 
and has written an 
incredible poem about 
a stuffed elephant 
called Rajah that is 
on display. Have you 
been to your local 
museum lately? What 
would you find there?

Take a trip to your 
local museum and 
find an object that 
fascinates you. 
Research its history 
and its journey to 
the museum. Write a 
detailed description 
of your object and 
include some aspects 
of its backstory.

Create a mini 
museum in your 
classroom. Make a 
small model of your 
object out of papier 
mâché or other craft 
materials. Display it in 
your classroom along 
with your description. 
Invite other classes to 
your exhibition.

Mix and match the ideas for your class

READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

PAGE 260

When I Met the 
General
Words by Niko Arlidge, 
age 11

Pictures by Ania Kuziel, 
age 12

What is Niko’s story
about? Read it
carefully and discuss
your ideas with a
friend.

Write a story that
appears to be about
one thing but ends up
being about another,
like Niko. Be as clever
as you can and have
fun with your readers!

Create an awesome
illustration to go with
your writing. Consider
whose viewpoint you
will show, like Ania. Be
careful that you don’t
reveal the twist.

PAGE 262

Above the Blaze
Words by Daniel 
Lovewell, age 10

Pictures by Leon 
Fenemor, age 11

Read Daniel’s poem 
aloud with your class. 
What do you notice 
about it? Can you find 
examples of repetition 
in the text?

Choose a natural 
disaster and think 
about the sounds 
you would associate 
with it. Write a poem 
featuring conscious 
repetition of that 
sound.

Paint an artwork 
to accompany your 
poem. Think carefully 
about its composition, 
brushstrokes and 
colour choices, like 
Daniel.

PAGE 264

Ko Au te 
Whenua, Ko te 
Whenua Ko Au
Words by Georgette 
Herkt, age 12

Pictures by Isla Pegg, 
age 13

Georgette has written 
an uplifting story set 
in the future. Its title 
is the same as the last 
line. What does
it mean? Discuss your 
ideas then find its 
translation to see if 
you are right.

With your class, 
write your hopes and 
dreams for the future 
of Aotearoa on slips of 
paper. Consider using 
te reo Māori for some 
of the messages if you 
can.

Create a time capsule. 
Place your class’s 
messages of hope in
a tin or jar, seal it and 
bury it in your school’s 
garden to be dug up 
in 25 years’ time!

PAGE 268

Boogie Boarding
Words by Olivia Napp, 
age 12

Pictures by Sophie 
McClymont, age 9

WATCH LAUCHIE ON 
TOITOI TV

Olivia has written 
a poem about a 
fun summertime 
activity. What’s your 
favourite thing to do 
in summer? Describe 
it to a friend.

Write a detailed set of 
instructions for your 
favourite summer 
activity.

Give your instructions 
a cool cover and 
include drawings and 
diagrams that show 
what to do. Give it 
to a friend and invite 
them to come with 
you next time you 
take part in your 
activity.

Adapt the ideas to suit the abilities of your students

https://youtu.be/nu-gmhvCMKM
https://youtu.be/nu-gmhvCMKM


3332

READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

PAGE 270

New School
Words by Isla Holland, 
age 12

Pictures by Cordelia Shi, 
age 13

Do you remember 
what your first day of 
school was like? What 
happened? Who did 
you meet? How did 
you feel? Read Isla’s 
poem and discuss 
what it feels like to do 
something new.

Create a welcome 
card for a new 
student at your 
school. Compose a 
personal message 
and add some 
encouraging words to 
support them as they 
embark on their new 
journey.

Decorate the front 
of your card with a 
welcoming image. 
Give it to a student 
who has just started 
at your school.

PAGE 272

Hello, 
Neighbour
Words by Arlo Solomon, 
age 11

Pictures by Bradley 
Fitzgerald, age 10

Arlo has written a 
fantastic description 
of an encounter 
with his neighbour. 
Examine the text 
carefully and pay 
attention to how 
Arlo describes his 
neighbour’s physical 
appearance and 
behaviour.

Write a description 
of someone who 
fascinates you. Think 
about how they look 
and behave. Try to 
add as much detail 
as you can so that 
someone who has 
never met them can 
get a clear sense of 
what they are like.

Give your writing to a 
friend and ask them 
to draw a picture of 
the person you have 
described. How does 
it compare to the real 
person?

PAGE 274

The Mysteries of 
Arthur’s Pass
Words by Lucy Martin, 
age 10

Pictures by Libby Bulmer, 
age 10

Lucy writes about 
a landscape that is 
special to her. Do you 
have a special place? 
Why is it important to 
you? Share it with the 
class.

Write a poem about 
your favourite 
landscape. It could 
be real or imagined. 
Include details that no 
one else would notice, 
like Lucy.

Create an artwork 
of your special 
landscape. Consider 
your composition, 
texture and colour 
choices carefully, like 
Libby.

PAGE 276

The Maths Test
Words and pictures by 
Pemma de Wit, age 12

Read Pemma’s story 
with your class. 
Have you ever been 
worried about a test 
or an event at school? 
Talk to a friend 
and describe what 
happened and how it 
made you feel.

Write an affirmation 
to help you when you 
feel nervous at school.

Write your affirmation 
on one side of a card. 
Draw a picture on the 
other side. Put the 
card in your wallet or 
school bag so you can 
look at it any time you 
need it.

Mix and match the ideas for your class

READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

PAGE 282

Lonely
Words by Sonia Reddy, 
age 11

Pictures by Bailey 
MacKay, age 10

Sonia’s poem is 
written in first-person. 
Rewrite it in second-
person and third-
person and compare 
each version and their 
effect on the reader.

Write a poem about 
a strong emotion in 
first /second/third- 
person and compare 
them. Choose the 
version you feel 
most connected 
to and polish it for 
publication.

Illustrate your poem 
with an incredible 
portrait, like Bailey.

PAGE 284

Runaway Bob
Words and pictures by 
Leon Aran Greig, age 10

Leon has written a 
very funny story about 
an old man trying to 
escape from a care 
home. Do you have 
an elderly family 
member? Where 
do they live? Where 
might they want to 
go?

Imagine you were 
helping someone 
run away. Concoct a 
detailed escape plan. 
Use your imagination 
and have some fun, 
like Leon.

On a plain square of 
cloth, use permanent 
marker to draw a 
map that shows your 
escape route. When 
you have finished, 
fold the cloth like a 
handkerchief and slip 
it to your escapee!

PAGE 286

Astronaut
Words by Eruera 
Stainton, age 5

Pictures by Tegan 
Thwaites, age 5

What is the coolest 
job on or off the 
planet? Brainstorm 
ideas with your class 
and make a list. Does 
everyone agree?

Choose your favourite 
job from the list. Write 
a poem that describes 
what it would be like 
to do that job, like 
Eruera.

Draw a portrait of 
yourself having fun in 
your job. Stick a photo 
of your face onto the 
picture to add some 
fun!

PAGE 288

Autumn
Pictures by Jackie Su, 
age 10

Study Jackie’s 
beautiful landscape 
carefully. What 
painting technique 
has she used? Observe 
the painting up close 
and also from a 
short distance away. 
How does the effect 
change depending on 
your viewpoint?

Imagine you are 
an art critic. Write 
a short review of 
Jackie’s painting. 
Discuss her colour 
choices, technique, 
possible influences, 
and the way the 
painting makes you 
feel.

Use pointillism or 
another famous 
painting technique to 
create pictures of the 
same scene in each 
of the four seasons. 
Display them on your 
wall in the right order 
to illustrate how the 
natural world changes 
over the course of a 
year.

Adapt the ideas to suit the abilities of your students



3534

READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

PAGE 292

The Loch Ness 
Monster Joins 
a Swimming 
Class (an Urban 
Myth)
Words by Tom Nalder, 
age 12

Pictures by Timmy 
Walker, age 10

What is an urban
myth? How does
it differ from a
traditional myth?
Share your ideas in
class.

Write an urban myth
featuring a mythical
creature in an
everyday setting.

Use colour pencil and
felt pens to create
vibrant art to go with
your urban myth, like
Timmy.

PAGE 294

Magpie
Words by Mila Papuni, 
age 9

Pictures by Angela Yang, 
age 10

Mila’s story imagines 
the mind of a magpie. 
Choose your favourite 
bird and list five 
adjectives to describe 
its personality.

Write a story from 
your bird’s point of 
view. Use language 
that suits its 
personality, like Mila.

Paint your bird in 
flight, cut it out and 
hang it from your 
classroom ceiling. 
Consider using 
watercolours, like 
Angela.

PAGE 296

Winter Thoughts
Words by Elliot Ruck, 
age 11

Pictures by Bella 
Dempsey, age 12

Sit comfortably and
gaze out the window.
Let your thoughts
drift. Where do you
go?

Write a simple poem
based on the 
thoughts you had 
when you were looking 
out the window, like 
Elliot.

Study Bella’s digital
artwork carefully
for inspiration and
illustrate your poem
with a contemplative
self-portrait.

PAGE 298

8 Ways of 
Looking at My 
School Life
Words by Keizo Preece, 
age 11

Pictures by Jason Xu, 
age 11

Read Keizo’s poem 
and see what he has 
noticed about his life 
at school. Write down 
four things that you 
have observed and 
feel curious about 
today.

Write a poem in which 
each stanza describes 
something curious you 
have noticed in your 
everyday life.

Illustrate the 
observation from each 
stanza and publish 
the pictures with your 
poem.

Mix and match the ideas for your class

READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

PAGE 300

My Family’s 
Roof
Words by Hillary Oo-
Leota, age 6

Pictures by Judy Xinyi 
Zhu, age 13

Sitting on her roof
gives Hillary a
different perspective
of a familiar place.
Climb the school
playground and look
down. What do you
notice from up there?
Make mental notes.

Create an adventure
story about someone
who sees things
differently when
they change their
viewpoint.

Choose one scene
from your adventure
story. Create two
pictures to go with
your writing — one
showing what you
would see at ground
level, the other
showing a different
view.

PAGE 304

Pūrorohū
Words and pictures by 
Aea Bautista, age 12

Look up the meaning 
of the Māori words in 
Aea’s fantastic poem. 
Who is Tāwhirimātea? 
Can you name any 
other Māori gods?

Using your research, 
write a poem 
featuring a force 
of nature and its 
associated Māori god. 
Make your writing as 
descriptive as possible 
and take your reader 
on an intense journey, 
like Aea.

Use natural materials 
such as wood, stone, 
soil and leaves to 
create a symbolic 
offering to your 
chosen god. Put it on 
display in your school 
garden!

PAGE 306

Dear Diary
Words by Tia Lord, age 13

Pictures by Adam 
Kibblewhite, age 11

Tia has created a 
hilarious story about 
a trip to the local 
pools. Her narrator 
uses exaggeration to 
humorous effect. Can 
you find examples of 
this in the text?

Write a story about 
going on a typical 
family excursion. Use 
exaggeration to make 
your story funny, like 
Tia.

Create a series of 
humorous illustrations 
to go with your 
story using drawing 
software. Consider 
using speech bubbles 
and exaggerated 
gestures and 
expressions, like 
Adam.

PAGE 312

Snapper
Words and pictures by 
Harrison Vaughan,  
age 10

WATCH HARRISON ON 
TOITOI TV

Harrison’s poem is 
based on a real-life 
fishing trip. Did you 
expect it to end the 
way it did? Talk about 
it with a friend and 
make a list of the 
pros and cons of 
recreational fishing.

Write a persuasive 
speech for or against 
recreational fishing. 
Rehearse your speech 
and deliver it to your 
class.

Design a poster with 
a slogan and an 
image to support your 
argument.

Adapt the ideas to suit the abilities of your students

https://youtu.be/UBKz5l_yWRQ
https://youtu.be/UBKz5l_yWRQ
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PAGE 316

Treasured Time
Words and pictures by 
Keshia Linyard, age 12

Keshia ends her
fantastic story with
a whakataukī, or
Māori proverb. What
proverbs do you
find inspirational?
Research whakataukī
to find some that
resonate with
you. Discuss their
meanings with your
classmates.

Write a story inspired
by your favourite
whakataukī. Decide
whether to put it at
the beginning, middle
or end of your story.

Use colour pencil to
create vibrant art to
go with your story, like
Keshia. Share it with
your class.

PAGE 320

Wilderness
Words by Harry Fearn, 
age 11

Pictures by Romey 
Jewell, age 8

Harry has written a 
fantastic poem about 
mountain biking. Do 
you have a hobby? 
What is it? Why do 
you love it?

Write a speech about 
your hobby aimed at 
persuading others to 
take it up.

Make a flip book that 
shows you in action!

PAGE 322

Vikings
Words by Nikolas Tsulaia, 
age 12

Pictures by Manea 
Heeney, age 12

What do you know
about Vikings?
Discuss your ideas
with your class then
conduct some online
research and visit your
library to add to your
knowledge.

Write a chant that
Vikings might have
used as they travelled
in their ships to raid
other lands.

Make a Viking
helmet from paper,
cardboard or another
material. Paint and
decorate it to make it
look like the real deal.
Team up with your
friends, wear your
helmets and perform
your chant together!

PAGE 324

Matariki
Words by Sol Bevins, 
age 9

Pictures by Lara McLeay, 
age 9

Sol has written a 
beautiful poem 
celebrating Matariki. 
Research the four 
dimensions of hauora 
— taha wairua, 
taha hinengaro, 
taha tinana and 
taha whānau — and 
explain why they are 
important.

Write a poem that 
captures one of 
the dimensions of 
hauora using powerful 
imagery, like Sol.

Make a kite out of 
paper and string. 
Decorate each of 
the parts with the 
four dimensions of 
hauora. Fly your kite 
on your school field at 
lunchtime.

Mix and match the ideas for your class

READ LEARN CREATE ILLUSTRATE

Adapt the ideas to suit the abilities of your students
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Pictures by Jesse Swift, age 12

RESPOND
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piece of writing or art 
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TOITOI READING NOTES

Download notes and guidance for 
recent issues of the journal to share 
with your young readers at home or 
in the classroom. 

Finalist 2021
Best Educational 
Book or Series 
(Primary)

https://toitoi.nz
https://www.toitoi.nz/submit
mailto:submit%40toitoi.nz?subject=
https://toitoi.nz
mailto:editor%40toitoi.nz?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/toitoi.nz
http://facebook.com/toitoi.nz
https://www.toitoi.nz/explore
https://www.toitoi.nz/explore
https://www.toitoi.nz/story-search
https://www.toitoi.nz/bonus-activities
https://www.toitoi.nz/bonus-activities
https://www.toitoi.nz/reading-notes
https://www.toitoi.nz/story-search
https://www.toitoi.nz/reading-notes

