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Toitoi 30

Reading Notes

You might like to begin leafing through the journal with your 
young readers and taking a look at all the incredible artwork. 
Below are some ideas of which stories or poems to read 
with your group but feel free to choose your own or ask the 
students what they would like to read. They might like to take 
turns reading aloud. We hope you enjoy Toitoi 30!

Recommended reading in Toitoi 30

Years 1-2

Stenchy-saurus! on page 106 is an awesome description of a 
T-rex. Do you have a favourite type of dinosaur? Are they big 
and scary like the one in Maxwell’s picture? Describe your dinosaur to the group. 

You could also try:

• My Big Day, page 18 — a courageous story about getting up on stage and speaking in front of 
an audience. Have you ever had to be brave and give a speech in front of people? How did it go? 

• Ruru, page 50 — a beautiful poem describing a ruru up in a tree. Have you ever seen a ruru 
before? What sound do they make?

Years 3-4

Take a look at When Winter Hits on page 82. Porou’s poem is a beautiful personification of winter. 
Read the poem together. What is personification? What effect does it have on you? 

You could also try: 

• The Story of Moon, page 78  — Bridget has written an incredible story about a cat that showed 
up at her house one day and decided to stay. Do you have any pets? Share with the group.

• Beneath the Mānuka, page 62 — Daisy has written about an adventure with her siblings 
exploring the bush. Do you have brothers and sisters? What are your favourite games to play 
together?
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Years 5-6

Read The Controller on page 54. Ethan has written an action-packed story about driving a real 
car with a remote control. Imagine you could use a controller to operate things in the real world. 
What adventures would you have? 

You could also try:

• Daydreams, page 34 —  Jack has written a hilarious story about daydreaming in class. Do you 
ever daydream at school? What about? 

• Tiny Taonga, page 86 — Taliah-Rayne has written about spending time at the beach while her 
dad goes diving. Read the story together. What kinds of treasure does she find?

Years 7-8

Maryam’s story, My Family in Palestine, on page 60, describes an emotional journey moving 
from Palestine to New Zealand, leaving some of her family behind. Do you know anyone who has 
immigrated here from overseas? What do you think that experience must have been like?

You could also try:

• Home, Sweet Home, page 52 — Sorcha has written a spooky piece about an old house. Are 
there any haunted houses in your neighbourhood?  

• The Road Trip, page 8 — Mikaela has written a poem about the chaos of going on holiday with 
her family. Have you ever gone on a trip where things keep going wrong?

Longer stories or topics for discussion

If you have time, you could try these awesome stories:

• Autumn Muster, page 96 – Phoebe’s action-packed narrative takes place during a muster on 
a farm. Do you know what a muster is? Have you ever been on a farm before? Share your 
experience with the group.  

• Forts in a Forest, page 70 – Seina has written an awesome story about two brothers who come 
across some forts in the woods. Do you have a special place to play games? What is your 
imaginary world like? Who do you become when you’re there? Describe it to the group.

Toitoi Story Search

We are holding a writing competition to find a story inspired by Maxwell Zhao’s amazing 
underwater artwork opposite the contents in Toitoi 30. Students can write a story in response 
to the artwork and send it to submit@toitoi.nz by April 6, 2023 – note the extended summer 
deadline! The winning story will be published with additional illustrations by Maxwell in Toitoi 32.
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